Translator’s Foreword 


Kido became a cautious revolutionary on his return from 
America and Europe in 1873; and the dominant theme of Volume 
III of his diary, 1874-1877, is a call for moderation of the frenetic 
pace of modernization being pursued by the Okubo Cabinet. 
Kido maintained the unity of government, but from within the 
circle of the ruling elite he advocated cutting back the scope of 
government, lowering the land tax which was so burdensome to 
the peasantry, phasing out the pensions of the shizoku more 
gradually, and avoiding foreign military adventures. While he 
was an advocate of the modern" policy of broadening participa- 
tion in decision-making in government, he devoted much effort 
in his last years to refurbishing Japan’s most ancient political 
institution, the Emperorship. He supervised the Emperor Meiji's 
moral education so that as he increased in wisdom and benevo- 
lence the youth might become a truly valid symbol of state. 

The third volume, despite Kido’s declining political power, 
is perhaps the most interesting of the three. As a critic Kido 
became more reflective in composing his daily diary entries. He 
provided fuller exposition of his policy positions when in conflict 
with the majority than earlier when he was a busy and successful 
statesman. He produced well-crafted essays rather than a series 
of random thoughts. 

Appropriately, in this period of his championship of those in 
the “remote, rustic areas” and of his reaffirmation of Japanese 
tradition, Kido spent much of his time away from Tokyo, the 
focal point of modernization. He went into retirement in his 
native Yamaguchi prefecture during the last half of 1874; he 
toured the impoverished Tohoku region in attendance on the 
Emperor Meiji in the summer of 1876; and he spent the last few 
months of his life in Kyoto with the Emperor in 1877. 

One of the pleasures associated with this Kido diary project has 
been the opportunity to visit the widely scattered places in which 
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Kido lived, to walk where he walked. Kido landmarks in Tokyo 
have been obliterated. The Fairmont Hotel stands on the grounds 
occupied by his house in Banchó just outside the moat known as 
Chidorigafuchi on the northwest side of the Imperial Palace. 
Until recently the Somei villa, near Komagome Station on the 
Yamanote line, retained a semblance of its original form. The 
pond, the hill, and the garden house of this suburban retreat, 
where Kido recuperated from illness and escaped the cares of 
state, could be viewed. But in 1985 two high-rise condominiums 
and the Dentsü Cooperative Club occupy the grounds. 

Away from Tokyo, however, Kido homes and their sites retain 
the traditional flavor even in 1985. His birthplace is intact in 
Hagi, in the midst of a historic preservation area of the City of 
the Meiji Restoration, Japan’s Williamsburg. The rambling, 
two-story mansion stands along a narrow, curved lane in the 
samurai quarter; from Kido’s upstairs room one may view the 
hump-backed Mount Shizuki which jutted into the Sea of Japan 
and towered over the old Choshü Castle less than a mile away. 
Kido’s home after 1865 in Yamaguchi, the interior, mountain- 
encased castletown, is gone, but the Kido shrine marks the 
site in the narrow mountain valley on the northwestern outskirts 
of town. Not so far away is Joei Temple, featuring a natural 
landscape garden by Sesshü; this was the temple to which the 
penitent Kido repaired in 1870 after putting down a mutiny, until 
Lord Mori Takachika invited him back to the castle. Both places 
exemplify traditional Japan. 

In Kyoto one may stay in the old-fashioned Ikumatsu Ryokan, 
appropriately named after Kido's wife, the Gion geisha; for in 
this inn, more than a century old, along the Kamo River they 
spent their first days together. To the east, their room commands 
a view of the mountains of Higashiyama. A short distance north 
on the banks of the Kamo is the site of Kido's Kyoto house in 
Kiya-machi, where the Emperor Meiji called on him a week 
before Kido's death. A memorial stone marks the Imperial visit. 
The Shogiku Hotel (for Kido’s literary name) takes up most of 
the grounds; but one of the original buildings remains. Kido's 
grave, in a place he selected, on Mount Ryozen, overlooks the 
ancient capital, as if the modernizing statesman wished to return 
to his traditional roots, 

In historical scholarship no one works alone; and I have ac- 


FOREWORD xi 


cumulated more obligations than most. To the University of 
Oklahoma I express appreciation for my two sabbaticals which 
were devoted, in part, to this project, and particularly to Professor 
Russell Buhite, Chair, Department of History, for his strong 
support of this long-term undertaking. To Oklahoma State 
University, where this and my other studies in Japanese history 
began, I am deeply indebted: to Dean Edmon Low, Library 
Director, for cheerfully agreeing to the purchase of, what must 
have seemed to many, exotic Japanese-language volumes; to Dr. 
Marvin Edmison, Research Foundation Director, for funding the 
pilot project which led to the full translation; and to the late 
Professor Homer L. Knight, Chair, for moderating my very 
heavy teaching load to allow some time for research. The Re- 
search Council, University of Oklahoma, provided travel funds 
at critical moments. 

Professor William G. Beasley, University of London, aided 
immeasurably in identifying places and persons visited by the 
Iwakura Mission in England. Others who helped me with the 
total Kido translation project in some significant way were 
Professor A. A. M. Duncan, University of Glasgow; Drs. Olive 
and Sydney Checkland, Cambridge, England; Dr. M. E. van 
Opstall, Algemeen Rijksarchief, The Hague; Professor A. Jau- 
motte, University of Brussels; Professor Agulmon, University of 
Paris; Dr. Rainer Krempien, Ostasienabteilung, Berlin; Professor 
Gerhard Krebs, Waseda University, Tokyo; Professor H. Wayne 
Morgan, University of Oklahoma; Professor Edwin O. Reischa- 
uer, Harvard University; Professor George Akita, University of 
Hawaii; Professor Grant K. Goodman, University of Kansas; 
Professor Itagaki Tetsuo, Yamagata University; Mr. Murase 
Shin'ichi, University of Tokyo; Professor Harold Elliott, Weber 
State University; Dr. Blue Clark, University of Utah; Mr. Okubo 
Motoi, Ms. Fukuyama Shoko, and Mrs. Sada Eiko, all of Tokyo; 
Mrs, Kanda Atsuko, Tokushima; and former Director James 
Zink, Mr. Jack Haley, Ms. Jane Thomas, Mrs. Anne Million, 
Dr. Duane Roller, and Dr. Daniel Wren, University of Oklaho- 
ma Libraries. 

Special appreciation is due the efficient typists of the Depart- 
ment of History, University of Oklahoma, Josephine Gil, Martha 
Peniston, and Barbara Million, for typing up parts of this long 
manuscript, 
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My thanks go to the Japan Foundation for a fellowship in 
1984-1985, and to Professor Satö Seizaburo, my host professor 
at the University of Tokyo during that time. 

Finally, my wife Ruth has been indulgent toward my preoc- 
cupation with this seemingly interminable enterprise; and my 
four children, Margaret, Nancy, Russell, and Frederick, have 
passed from childhood through college while it was under way. 
I apologize for spending so many hours in the library with Kido 
rather than with them. 

I have come to know Kido exceedingly well during these years. 
Unconsciously I have quoted him on all manner of subjects. To 
leave him now is akin to losing an old friend. 


Stoney DeVere BROWN 
Tokyo 
11 April 1985 


Translator’s Introduction 


by 
Sidney DeVere Brown 


Kido’s last years were something of an anticlimax to a dis- 
tinguished career. From 1874, when he resigned from govern- 
ment temporarily, until 1877, the year of his premature death, 
the Choshü statesman occupied a position on the periphery of the 
decision-making group in the new Meiji government. For the 
most part he reacted, often negatively, to policies formulated by 
others. The diary, in consequence, took on a querulous tone, as 
Kido wrote of his displeasure at the aggressive foreign policy of 
his associates or the forced pace of modernization which im- 
poverished the peasantry and the shizoku. Ill health, ending in his 
demise at forty-three, likewise framed his diary writings in gray. 


Highlights, 1874-1877 


l. Shizoku Dissidence: The Saga Rising, 1874. Kido was still a 
mainstream politician when the Saga Rising erupted on 9 Feb- 
ruary 1874. He favored harsh suppression of the disaffected 
shizoku in the Kyushu castletown, and he recorded with satis- 
faction excerpts from telegrams from Okubo Toshimichi on the 
successful campaign to put down the rebels. Within a month 
the insurgents had been eliminated, and their leaders had taken 
flight. First Shima Yoshizaemon, who led the traditionalist 
faction, was taken; then the expansionist, former Imperial 
Councilor Eto Shimpei, the leader of the Attack-Korea Party, 
was captured; and in a four-day trial supervised by Okubo the 
(wo were sentenced to the gibbet. “Tonight a telegram came 
from Saga reporting that the heads of Shima and Eto have been 
pilloried, and that ten others were beheaded," noted Kido [13 
April 1874].? 


! Inoue. Kiyoshi Jf fit, Mul Ishin WYK [The Meiji Restoration] (Tokyo, 
GOhüo Koron Sha, 1976), 397-45 
“Tito died unrepentent, His final words were “Only the Majesty of Heaven knows 
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Trouble with dissident shizoku was not terminated by the 
quick retribution. There was an ominous cloud on the horizon, 
in Kido’s view. This was the reluctance of shizoku from his native 
Yamaguchi prefecture to act promptly on behalf of the govern- 
ment’s campaign suppressing the uprising. The word was that 
“Yamaguchi prefecture recruits went back on their promise 
and failed to depart [for the front] at the fixed time, causing a 
good deal of trouble." Maebara Issei, a former Imperial Coun- 
cilor from Choshü, was behind the show of defiance, Kido 
learned [8 March 1874]. The problem of what do with 500,000 
former samurai, particularly those of his own Choshü, pre- 
occupied Kido for the rest of his life. 


2. Expansionism: The Taiwan Expedition, 1874. What Kido did 
not want to do with the anachronistic warriors was to employ 
them in a foreign military expedition. His colleagues in the 
government did that very thing in the spring of 1874, sending an 
overseas expedition against the aborigines of Taiwan in a limited 
effort to defuse the explosive discontent of the shizoku. Kido's 
response was resignation from government. He believed that the 
Okubo-dominated Central Chamber had virtually embraced the 
aggressive policy of former Imperial Councilor Saigo Takamori.? 

The proposal, set forth in recommendations by Okubo and 
Finance Minister Okuma Shigenobu, called for punishing the 
natives of the eastern coast of Taiwan for their ritual killing of 
“Japanese subjects"—who were actually Ryukyuans and not 
clearly under Japanese jurisdiction. China had disavowed 
responsibility, as the aborigines were "outside the culture," 
although Taiwan was generally assumed to be Chinese. 

In early April 1874, Kido moved from guarded tolerance of a 
proposal which was formulated while he was absent from the 
Central Chamber owing to illness [13 March 1874] to outright 
opposition by refusing to affix his seal as Imperial Councilor to 


that I am a loyal imperial servant." Wayne C. McWilliams points out the irony in his 
execution: at the very time “he was being tracked down by Okubo for having revolted 
in support of a policy of war against Korea, the latter was busily planning a Japanese 
military expedition, not to Korea but to Taiwan." In “Eto Shimpei and the Saga 
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the resolution calling for the expedition. He articulated his 
concern in Mencian political terms. “I am conscious of the 
poverty of the people," he wrote. “We should devote ourselves 
exclusively to domestic administration, and to improving the 
living standard of the people" [2 April 1874]. 

Vice War Minister Saigo Tsugumichi made a heated personal 
attack on Kido for his timidity [4 April 1874]; so, to show his 
displeasure, Kido stopped attending meetings of the Central 
Chamber [10 April 1874], subsequently taking his resignation to 
Prime Minister Sanjo Sanetomi. “The Prime Minister is such a 
sincere and sensitive man that I was personally loathe to repeat 
my arguments to him; but I could not keep my thoughts to 
myself” [18 April 1874]. Kido, who was serving temporarily as 
Home Minister in addition to his other administrative post as 
Education Minister, told underlings in both ministries why he 
had decided to resign.4 

He thought it best to give priority to internal development, 
still a valid principle in his mind. Instead of sending troops abroad 
to draw the poison of shizoku resentment (as it had manifested 
itself in the near-fatal attack on Minister of the Right Iwakura 
near the Palace moat on the night of 14 January 1874), forces 
should be kept home to deal with the Saga revolt and other anti- 
government plots by former samurai, Kido reasoned. Moreover, 
money spent on the foreign expedition was denied his Education 
Ministry. On this point Kido spoke as a bureaucrat who had failed 
to win endorsement for his proposed budget as X 700,000 of the 
amount he sought for schools was pared away [3 September 1874]. 

In the end the government, which saved a small sum by cutting 
back on education, spent Y 7,700,000 on the Taiwan expedition,4 
an enormous sum for that day. Kido's worst forebodings were 
realized. Later, he recalled that Finance Minister Okuma had 
argued that X 500,000 would cover all expenses of the Taiwan 
invasion. Kido countered that to give such a low, and precise, 
ligure was as unreasonable as for a gambler to say that he would 
need only X 50 when wagering for tens of thousands. 

Okuma responded: “Saigo [Tsugumichi, expedition com- 


‘Techika Yoshiki UEI, “ “Taiwan Shuppei’ Hoshin no Tenkan to Choshü-ha 
no Hantai Undo," (REMMI | Jg ao MMA Je JH Co» Sz Yl) [The Policy Switch 
on Dispatching Troops to Taiwan and the Opposition of the Choshü Faction], 
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mander] has given his pledge that when the expenditures exceed 
¥ 500,000 he will commit seppuku."* 

Kido’s angry retort was that the Saigo pledge was “the word 
of a barbarian. Even to listen to it is uncivilized. It is not the kind 
of thing which a dignified government should permit ..." Nor 
would it be an adequate apology to the masses for sacrificing 
their interests. 

Now that the expedition had been carried to a successful 
conclusion, and the substantial cost had become evident, Kido 
wondered: “If the sum of expenditures on the expedition has not 
yet reached ¥ 500,000, is it because prices have dropped to one- 
tenth of their former level? Or has Saigo's life become worth ten 
times as much as before? Or has Okuma lied?" [3 September 
1874]. 

The cost of the Taiwan expedition would pale before the 
outlay for war with China, and war with the Celestial Kingdom 
was on the horizon in the summer and fall of 1874, when Kido 
returned to Yamaguchi, prefecture. Imperial Councilor Ito 
Hirobumi wrote in August 1874 of a government decision to 
fight if necessary, and outlined the strategy: an attack on the 
capital of Peking by way of Tientsin to bring China to terms. 
Kido derided this simplistic strategy and foresaw a long war of 
attrition: “Even after we have depleted the national strength, 
and sacrificed many lives, we still shall be unable to bring the 
war to a conclusion." Members of the government in Tokyo were 
treating this "grave matter" as if it were “a children's game" 
[21 August 1874]. 

War with China over Taiwan threatened to disrupt govern- 
ment at home. When Iwakura suggested using the money con- 
tributed for rebuilding the Imperial Palace, which had been 
destroyed by fire, Kido was outraged. Such a sum would be 
inadequate in any event; ultimately, the shizoku pensions which 
the central government had taken over would have to be sacri- 
ficed. Kido developed an ominous scenario: At the same time that 
the ex-samurai, glowering from their redoubts in the various 
castletowns, were cut off, raging inflation would break out owing 
to the deficit financing of the war. Disorder from those adversely 
affected would be ‘‘too terrible to behold," A further danger lay 
in proposals to call a large number of men into service to fight the 
war, Levies should always be kept to a minimum, in Kido's view, 
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for “the troops being recruited today will later become a major 
source of internal strife which we shall have to suppress." Kido's 
experience with veterans back from the front after the Boshin 
War of 1868 in Yamaguchi castletown had been searing. A large 
military force would become a threat to the central government, 
he contended, a case of "the tail wagging the dog" [9 October 
1874]. 

In the event, the large force was not needed, for Okubo's di- 
plomatic mission to Peking in the autumn enjoyed complete 
success. China paid an indemnity which covered a tenth of the 
cost of the war; and Kido congratulated the central government 
leaders in Tokyo for “our unexpected good fortune in main- 
taining peace with China" [28 November 1874]. He felt pity 
that so many died in Taiwan, not in actual fighting, which cost 
but twelve lives, but from disease [18 November 1874]. Some 525 
lives were claimed by epidemics, and one person drowned. 

Kido said little about Saigo Tsugumichi's defiance in sending 
off the expedition from Nagasaki in May 1874, after it was ordered 
suspended. After authorizing the Taiwan foray, the central 
government had dispatched orders to hold up the forces when 
American and British diplomatic representatives protested the 
use of their nationals and ships in the adventure, constituting as it 
did non-neutral activity. Minister of the Right Iwakura was said 
to have been ashamed that an Imperial Edict was treated so 
cavalierly by the defiant younger Saigo, and Kido undoubtedly 
concurred, 


3. Political Reform: The Osaka Conference, 1875. Such arbitrary 
actions by Okubo and members of the Satsuma faction in the 
central government had alienated Kido and some of his Choshü 
followers, creating a major rift in the Satsuma-Choshü alliance 
which had mounted the 1868 revolution. By the end of 1874 
Okubo felt increasingly isolated. Not only was Kido disaffected 
with decisions for the Taiwan expedition and for war with China 
if necessary; the strongman Home Minister was also under fire 
from the Aikokusha under Itagaki Taisuke of Tosa demanding 
an elective assembly, from the feudal party under Saigo Takamori 
sulking at home in Kagoshima after his political defeat in the 
Cabinet crisis of October 1873, and from the reactionary former 
Regent of the Home Minister's native Satsuma, nominal holder of 
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the second-ranking post in the Tokyo government. In this 
uneasy situation Okubo let it be known that he would be de- 
lighted to have Kido back in government." 

The go-between for the negotiations was Inoue Kaoru, the 
1875 counterpart of the legendary Sakamoto Ryóma who initially 
brought Satsuma and Choshü together in the successful secret 
revolutionary alliance of 1866. Inoue was temporarily in private 
life as an Osaka businessman whose Senshüsha firm was backed 
with Mitsui money. He may have expected a realignment in 
government to provide better treatment for Mitsui than Finance 
Minister Okuma accorded it. Inoue broadened negotiations by 
bringing in Itagaki Taisuke, and summoned Kido from Yamagu- 
chi to Osaka early in December 1874 to speak with the Tosa 
statesman’s lieutenants [6 December 1874]. Kido reached the 
site of the conference in late December. 

In his first direct conversations with Home Minister Okubo 
in several months, Kido was slow to respond to the government 
leader’s overtures. Their initial meeting was confined to personal 
pleasantries. They discussed Okubo’s trip to China, and Okubo 
presented Kido with some photographs of colts sired by a Western 
stud horse owned by the Development Bureau, as Kido had 
aided with the project [5 January 1875]. After a second meeting, 
however, Kido wrote that Okubo “has been thinking this matter 
over carefully ever since his sojourn in Peking; and he wants my 
agreement no matter what" [8 January 1875]. 

Kido was not to be lured back casually. He rejected the first 
Grand Council order to return to office [13 January 1875]. For 
the remainder of the month he marked time, visiting the Kusunoki 
Shrine in Kobe, playing go with Godai Tomoatsu, and doing 
framed calligraphy for the Osaka Assembly Hall. Meetings with 
Itagaki followed in a restaurant on the south side of Osaka, and 
Kido gave his “candid opinion of the kind of legislative assembly 
we should have in the immediate future." Discussions with the 
Tosa statesman and his two lieutenants Komuro Nobuo and 
Furusawa Shigeru were productive: “Although their plans differ 
from mine to some extent, the general idea is the same" [30 
January 1875]. The differences were over timing whether to 
have a true national parliament immediately or later, and over 
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the method of selection of members—by election or appointment 
at the outset. 

Kido's patience with Okubo produced results. After fending 
off another summons to Tokyo from the Emperor, brought to 
Osaka this time by Grand Chamberlain Higashikuze Michitomi 
in person [5 February 1875], Kido won endorsement for his 
program from Okubo. “I told him of my long-held conviction that 
we should aim for a government of fixed laws, and should open 
local assemblies to pave the way for gradual development of a 
national parliament," wrote Kido, and, when the Satsuma 
statesman agreed, “my heart leaps for joy” [9 February 1875]. 
Itagaki met Okubo, at Kido's insistence, for the first time since 
the Cabinet split of October 1873; and Itagaki became part of 
the ruling coalition again. “Even if people have divergent opin- 
ions, they should not stop associating with each other," admon- 
ished Kido [11 February 1875]. 

There were four parts to the Osaka Compromise to which 
Okubo and Kido affixed their seals. An appointed Chamber of 
Elders was to be set up to broaden the base for lawmaking, pend- 
ing the creation of an elective Diet, to move away from decision- 
making by two or three men. A new Supreme Court would head 
up the court system. An Assembly of Prefectural Governors would 
meet to allow local opinion to filter up to the central government; 
and officials would no longer hold dual positions as policy-making 
Imperial Councilors and administrative heads of ministries. 
(Okubo had been both Councilor and Home Minister.) After 
n lapse of ten months Kido resumed his post as Imperial Coun- 
cilor [11 March 1875]. Immediately he assumed an ad hoc position 
as head of the Bureau for Study of the Political System to for- 
malize the Osaka program. In just ten days of deliberations with 
the Bureau's members Okubo, Itagaki, and Ito, the work was 
done [17, 18, 19 March 1875]; and the Imperial Edict implement- 
ing the reforms was announced to high officials in an impressive 
ceremony [14 April 1875]. 


^. Political Reform: The Assembly of Prefectural Governors, 1875. 


Kido's direct involvement in the new institutions which were 
designed to broaden the political base and to check Satsuma 
absolutism was through the new Assembly of Prefectural Gover- 


nors which met for the first time from 20 June to 17 July 1875. 
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Kido was ordered to serve as President of the Assembly; and 
“because of my long advocacy of the establishment of an elective 
parliament on a gradual basis, I could not very well refuse this 
order” [2 June 1875]. 

Kido saw to it that the Asakusa Honganji temple was remod- 
elled to receive the prefectural governors and official observers: 
three district chiefs from each prefecture serving in the latter 
post [8 June 1875].* Kido also arranged for the Emperor to be 
present at the Assembly’s opening and closing ceremonies [12, 
20 June; 17 July 1875]. His Majesty also endorsed the proto- 
legislative body by appearing twice during the sessions to observe 
debate [24, 27 June 1875]; he invited the local dignitaries to the 
Palace the day after the Assembly opened, and talked with each 
governor individually at the Hama Detached Palace during a 
reception later. In his speech at the Detached Palace Reception 
Hall, Kido said, “I let it be known that, in my office as President, 
I wish to encourage each governor to express his opinions fully” 
[1 July 1875]. 

On the floor of the Assembly, however, some governors spoke 
too freely to suit Kido. Governor Kanda Kohei moved the very 
first day to change the rules of the Assembly, so that it would have 
control over its agenda and become a real legislative body, not 
a mere advisory organ. Kido as President ruled that the As- 
sembly’s constitution “cannot be changed without having had 
some experience under the existing rules," and that the floor of 
the Assembly was not the place to alter the rules of the body. 
*Proper procedures" must be followed, he contended, meaning 
that the Grand Council of State alone could propose changes 
[20 June 1875]. 

Unfamiliarity with the rules of parliamentary procedure 
plagued Kido as presiding officer as much as it led the dissident 
governors astray. Albert Craig has suggested that Kido's per- 
sonality was unsuited to the role of presiding officer; for the 
chamber was in an uproar with him in the chair. But when the 
overpowering Home Minister Okubo entered, everyone quieted 


6 I have translated Chihokan Kaigi IJJ Tf frit as Assembly of Prefectural Governors 
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down, and people pretended that they understood his words even 
when they had not." 

Illness may have compounded Kido’s leadership problems, 
for his health was fragile during the sessions. One day he had a 
“terrible toothache” [22 June 1875]. Another time he went to 
the Assembly “in spite of illness” [23 June 1875]; and, finally, 
“to make it easier for me, I have been taken by boat to Mukojima 
on the way to the Assembly" [30 June 1875]. Debate was spirited 
on the five local problems which the government put on the 
agenda: bills on roads, dikes, and bridges; police; poor relief; 
primary schools; and local assemblies. Even the bill on roads 
generated "heated discussion." But it was the bill on local as- 
semblies that stirred fierce acrimony in the Assembly. The govern- 
ment's proposal, which was in fact Kido's, provided that ap- 
pointed district and village chiefs should make up the legislative 
bodies at the two levels of prefecture and district. That proposal 
was approved by a vote of 39 to 22 in a written ballot of the As- 
sembly [8 July 1875]. That so many of the appointed governors 
should opt for an elective assembly was surprising, but the con- 
servative proposal had carried by “majority vote.” 

Four days later the public election faction, goaded by Itagaki’s 
men behind the scenes, tried to reverse the decision. “In the 
debate since yesterday the Assembly has split into two parties; 
and the variety of opinions offered has created confusion on the 
floor,” Kido complained, bluntly accusing the pro-election leaders 
of demagoguery. Governors who earlier could have created 
advisory organs by election or appointment in their own prefec- 
tures, but did not, were vigorously demanding approval of the 
resolution for public election on the floor. These men are at 
odds with His Majesty's purpose," grumbled Kido; to reverse 
arbitrarily what had been decided by majority vote was not the 
road to building a sound legislative structure [9, 12 July 1875]. 

Kido received formal notice of relief from the office of President 
ol the Assembly after the assembly ended [8 August 1875]; and he 
was probably glad to be rid of that uneasy post. The appointed 
local assemblies, endorsed by the 1875 body under Kido, were 
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slow in getting under way. More than a year after approval of 
the principle Kido felt compelled to press Prime Minister Sanjo 
for action on the plan “lest we invite the people’s mistrust” [2 
August 1876]. Such local legislative bodies did not convene for 
the first time until 1878, the year after Kido’s death, when his 
gradual program to build legislatures from the bottom up, from 
districts up to the national level, began to be put into effect. 


5. Expansionism: Korea, 1875-1876. Kido’s discontent at the 
laggardly pace of getting on with the Osaka program might have 
led to his resignation from government in the fall of 1875 had not 
the Korea problem interposed itself. The Korea crisis, in fact, 
was precipitated by the Okubo-dominated Cabinet which sent 
survey ships into the coastal waters of the Hermit Kingdom, 
creating an incident which led to the brink of war. At Kanghwa 
Island the Unyokan, a Japanese warship, was fired on, and, ac- 
cording to the cable which arrived, “it engaged in battle, reduced 
some forts, and returned to Nagasaki” [28 September 1875]. 

The incident presented a major challenge to the Choshü policy 
of moderation and more broadly based decision-making; and 
Kido was beside himself with worry. “I have had only a few 
hours of sleep since the day before yesterday, and I feel very il" 
[30 September 1875]. A sudden, disabling illness then prevented 
Kido from heading the diplomatic mission to Korea, where he 
hoped to settle the crisis without war. In December he wrote, “On 
the 13th of last month my left leg was paralyzed. I was unable to 
walk, and had to stay in bed.” Fearfully he added, “The Cabinet 
has almost decided to go to war? [7 December 1875]. 

Meantime, Kido stayed with the government, despite illness 
and some policy differences, as the lesser of two evils. Minister 
of the Left Shimazu Hisamitsu tried to make political capital by 
advocating a hard policy toward Korea, and petitioned for the 
dismissal of Prime Minister Sanjd for weakness on this issue and 
for general incompetence. Imperial Councilor Itagaki joined in 
the call for a strong policy toward Korea. An amused Kido wrote 
that the two parties were “as different as ice from coal. Itagaki 
Taisuke and Kono Togama, both people’s-rights advocates, have 
united with the feudalists." Their action had left the Emperor 
“bewildered,” and Kido was not sorry to sce the oddly matched 
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pair leave [22, 23 October 1875]. The Okubo-dominated govern- 
ment was not irrevocably committed to war. 

The mission to Seoul, featuring a Satsuma-Choshü balance, 
negotiated a settlement without fighting. Kuroda Kiyotaka of 
Satsuma headed the mission, with Inoue Kaoru of Choshü as 
vice-chief. Kido approved **wholeheartedly"' of Inoue's participa- 
tion, but was amused at the younger man's earlier advice to Kido 
to stay out of the actual negotiations, and to avoid responsibility 
for them, so that Choshü pressure for moderation might be used 
later [15 December 1875]. For all that, the occasion reminded 
Kido that Inoue had remained loyal to him when "others" 
(perhaps Itó and Yamagata) had gradually drifted away [29 
December 1875]. 

As 1876 began, peace hung in the balance. Kido's poem cele- 
brating the New Year expressed the stricken statesman's hopes: 

The people look up to the mountain 
Hoping that the sound of music will be soothing 
On the morn of this New Year [9 January 1876]. 

We may assume that the Emperor was the "mountain" and 
peace in Korea the “soothing” music. Still, the situation was 
ominous. A telegram came from Kuroda and Inoue via Pusan 
requesting troops, a position "in conflict with the purport of 
our declarations to the foreign powers," complained Kido [18 
January 1876]. 

Peace came not so much because of Japan's adept handling of 
the crisis as because of a favorable internal political situation in 
Korea and pressure from China on the Seoul government to 
accede to Japan's demands. Temporarily the xenophobic party 
of the Taewongun was out of power in Seoul, and the moderate 
faction ruling with the King's support bowed to advice from its 
suzerain power China, Li Hung-chang, who controlled foreign 
policy in Ch'ing China, warned the Koreans to make a deal 
before the Japanese army of 5,000 men back from Taiwan had 
lime to prepare for an invasion. In fact, Yamagata Aritomo had 
gone to Shimonoseki to assume command of projected military 


activities in Korea; and Gustave Boissonade was doing research 
lor the Japanese Foreign Ministry on procedures for declaring 
war under international law, 


On 27 February Korea came to terms with Japan, not only 
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apologizing for the attack on the Japanese warship but also 
granting a commercial treaty. The terms were unequal. Korea 
gave up exterritoriality, an agreement to forgo customs duties 
on imports or exports, and the one-way most-favored-nation 
clause. Itself still a semi-colony of the West, Japan imposed a 
Western-style treaty on its neighbor in a classic imitation of Com- 
modore Matthew C. Perry's American mission of twenty-two 
years before. 

When envoys Kuroda and Inoue returned to Tokyo with peace 
and a treaty making Korea independent of China, Kido left his 
sickbed for the first time in 100 days to join officials at the railway 
station [5 March 1876]. 

Throughout the Korea crisis we sense that Kido, who once 
sat at the center of decision-making groups, was more a witness 
to and reporter of actions arranged by others than an influential 
policy-maker. 


6. Emperor Meiji: The Tohoku Tour, 1876. Although he resigned 
as Imperial Councilor in March 1876, because of ill-health and 
estrangement from policy, Kido remained close to the center as 
supervisor of the youthful Emperor Meiji’s moral education, a 
responsibility he had held informally since 1874. In August 1876, 
he was given an official post as advisor to the Imperial Household 
Ministry, while retaining his salary as an official of the first rank 
and his high seating position at Court. 

The status he held was confirmed by his constant attendance 
on the Emperor during the Tohoku tour of 2 June-20 July 1876, 
when Kido spoke for his ruler in commendation of worthy modern- 
ization projects, or advised the royal youth on how to respond 
to prefectural officials and village leaders. The Emperor’s per- 
formance in his historic role was not always up to par in the view 
of his older adviser, who did not hesitate to admonish for an in- 
adequate handling of Imperial duties. 

Indeed, for several years the Emperor’s tutors had been uneasy 
about their charge’s slow progress. Motoda Nagakaze, who 
lectured to the Emperor on the Confucian classics, observed in 
1873, “At present the sovereign’s wisdom is not yet extensive and 
his benevolence is not yet comprehensive,” The following year 


" Donald H, Shively, “Motoda Bifu: Confucian Lecturer to the Meiji Emperor,” 
in David Nivison and Arthur Wright, edu, Confucianism in Action (Stanford University 
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Kido met with the three tutors—Motoda, Fukuba Yoshishizu, who 
lectured on Japanese history, and Katō Hiroyuki, who instructed 
in German law—at the home of Fukuba to discuss their problems 
with the Emperor. They were “anxious about his progress,” noted 
Kido, “Taking advantage of my service in the Imperial House- 
hold, they asked me to make certain that his study schedule is 
better organized, and to assist him in directing serious attention. 
to his books." As a result, wrote Kido, “I decided to report our 
findings directly to the Throne" [19 May 1874]. 

The tutors had no objection, so Kido “went into the Imperial 
Presence to report as follows: “In consideration of the present 
state of things in Japan, there will be nothing but the Imperial 
authority to protect the people of the country for the next ten to 
twenty years; consequently you must, Your Majesty, exert 
yourself more than ever to fulfill your divinely appointed task.” 
This short and pointed lecture cast Kido in the role of the loyal 
minister who told his ruler an unpleasant truth for the sovereign's 
own good [20 May 1874]. 

Participation in statecraft would add a practical dimension to 
the Emperor’s understanding, beyond his academic studies. 
Prime Minister Sanjoó and Kido proposed to young Mutsuhito that 
he should go daily to confer with his senior ministers, seek out 
cxplanations for policies, and make inquiries to clear up doubts. 
Moreover, he should be informed on conditions in the prefectures. 
“Unless the Emperor concentrates his efforts on fulfilling his 
divinely appointed task, we, his humble subjects, shall have no 
end of worry," the statesmen told their Imperial charge [20 Au- 
gust; 3 September 1875]. 

It was the Imperial progress through the Tohoku prefectures 
which allowed the ruler to become better informed about condi- 
tions in an impoverished, but developing, part of his empire. 
‘That seven-week journey also acquainted him with a portion of 
his nation's past as he viewed historical sites along the way and 


Press, 1959), 305. Kido was only one of the leaders who sought to develop the per- 


sonality of the Emperor Meiji; and Kido doubtless relied heavily on reports from 
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was told of the important figures connected with them. The trip 
also strengthened his role as sovereign by showing him off to 
the people, and it was designed to garner support for moderniza- 
tion projects whose sponsors invariably received Imperial words 
of commendation or money or both. 

En route north from Tokyo the Emperor had a lesson in recent 
history, and a revelation of the sacrifices on his behalf. Eyewit- 
nesses to the Battle of Shirakawa in the Boshin War of 1868, the 
struggle which restored his power, filled the Emperor in on the 
fierce fighting there; and Kido arranged for the erection of me- 
morial stone lanterns in memory of the fallen from Satsuma, 
Chhoshü, and other loyalist domains [11, 13 June 1876]. A mar- 
tyred figure, Sera Yüzo, who was assassinated en route to his 
position as chief of staff of the Imperial Army, was given post- 
humous recognition, and the head and body of his corpse, buried 
separately by vengeance-seeking Bakufu retainers, were reunited 
through Kido’s work [23 June 1876]. At Hakodate the Emperor 
Meiji engaged in lively questioning abut details of the final battle 
of the war bringing the fall of the Pentagon Fort. Kido himself, 
though, was in anguish on visiting the spot nearby where his 
kind navigation teacher Nakajima Saburónosuke and his two 
sons committed seppuku as Bakufu adherents after the fall of their 
fort [17, 18 July 1876]. 

Names out of Japan’s remote past passed before the Emperor 
as his party visited places associated with them: Ganjin, the blind 
Chinese priest who endured indescribable hardships to bring the 
first proper Buddhist ordination platform from China [5 June 
1876]; Yoshitsunc—the beau ideal of the warrior [4 July 1876]; 
Benkei—his faithful follower [4 July 1876] and Lady Shizuka— 
Yoshitsune’s loyal mistress [5 June 1876]; Kumazawa Banzan— 
the reforming Confucianist of the Tokugawa era [5 June 1876]; 
Hayashi Shihei, who irritated authorities with his campaign for 
better coastal defenses during the same period [14 June 1876]; 
Lord Matsudaira Sadanobu, who administered the Bakufu gov- 
ernment as a frugal Confucianist [11 June 1876]; and Tokugawa 
Ieyasu himself—founder of a line of Shoguns—whose mausoleum 
at Nikko received careful, even respectful, attention [7 June 1876]. 


The tour was a requiem for the past—and a celebration of 


progress in early Meiji Japan, The Emperor endorsed worthy 
modernization projects everywhere, At Söka, just out of ‘Tokyo, 
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builders of a valuable dike were commended in the Emperor’s 
rescript which Kido read [4 June 1876]. Further on, at Shirakawa, 
Kido read Imperial words of praise for one of several horse farms 
singled out along the way, this one belonging to Yatabe Saizo who 
had helped revive the local economy. In Koriyama it was the new 
primary school which commanded Imperial attention; and 
during the visit Kido was asked to name the impressive school. 
He called it the “School of Golden Light," and did calligraphy 
for the name on framed paper [18 June 1876]. The new silk 
filature mill in Nihommatsu won Imperial words of praise read 
by Kido; 250 girls, mostly daughters of shizoku, were being trained 
to use the machinery there [18 June 1876]. For clearing a large 
tract of virgin land, the late Nitobe Tsuto [Nitobe Inazo's grand- 
father] was publicly commended in an Imperial rescript an- 
nounced at Sambongi, as was a neighbor who pioneered in raising 
Western cattle [12 July 1876]. 

Acts of benevolence further enhanced the Emperor's image 
during his progress through Tohoku. For those who suffered 
from fire and flood at Sawabe the Emperor made a gift of 3: 1,000 
[4 July 1876]; and for the 8,000 families dislocated by flooding in 
Miyagi and Akita prefectures, the Imperial purse was opened in 
the amount of ¥4,000 [7 July 1876]. Quite apart from passing 
disasters, Kido was struck by the hard life of the people. “What 
an impoverished village this is!" he wrote on seeing remote 
Shokei just over the border in Aomori prefecture [9 July 1876]. 
Yet beauty abounded, and vast wilderness lands of promising 
fertility remained to be opened. 

The disquieting experience of this tour through frontier lands, 
from Kido's viewpoint, was the weak performance of the youthful 
Emperor Meiji. After the young Mutsuhito responded poorly to 
the report of the prefectural governor at Nihommatsu, Kido told 
Iwakura of his concern [19 June 1876]. Coaching brought im- 
provement beyond Sendai, to the relief of Kido. “In recent days 
I have taken a lot of trouble and tried in various ways to educate 
the Emperor as to what he is seeing. The Minister of the Right 


[Iwakura] has also endeavored to admonish His Majesty as to 
what to do. Today, for whatever reason, the Emperor talked 
without pausing, and discussed the merits of things he saw in- 
telligently, so that I felt most grateful” [2 July 1876]. 


The improvement was temporary, The Emperor rejected sug- 
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gestions for self-discipline. Kido advised the young man to walk 
some, or ride horseback, for his health, instead of sitting in his 
carriage or palanquin all day. At Hachinohe, however, the Em- 
peror went 250 yards on foot, then hopped back into the chair. 
“He will not listen," complained Kido. “I am much concerned 
about his health and strength" [11 July 1876]. As the cortége 
neared Aomori, the shallowness of the Emperor’s perceptions 
alarmed his advisors. “Since the Emperor’s return to Tokyo is 
imminent, I spoke without reserve to Iwakura and Tokudaiji 
{Grand Chamberlain] of my deep concern about the need for 
more careful assistance to him on political matters, based on 
what I have observed during my attendance on him throughout 
the tour” [12 July 1876]. 

Despite his doubts about the Emperor's maturity, Kido's loy- 
alty to the Imperial House never wavered. Once, in Tokyo, 
when an earthquake struck at dawn, Kido repaired to the Palace 
at once to assure himself of the Emperor's safety. Further, Kido 
was convinced that the royal family should lived with “a certain 
elegance of style," as Prime Minister Sanj6 proposed; and money 
was made available without strings for that purpose, and to give 
a “dignified” life to some of the Emperor's relatives who lived 
less well than minor bureaucrats. For the latter Kido had a quid 
pro quo: Imperial princes should comport themselves in a way 
that would reflect well on the Imperial House, and give thought 
to “the happiness of the people” [4, 15 August; 6 October 1876]. 
An easy friendship with members of the royal family developed 
out of ten years of close association. Empress Shoken called on 
Kido and his wife at Miyanoshita during their vacation in the 
autumn; and afterwards summoned the Kido couple to her inn 
[4, 7 September 1876]. 

Year by year the Emperor’s birthday, 3 November [the 22nd 
of the 9th month by the lunar calendar], received increasing 
attention, as the diary reveals. The New Year’s Imperial Poetry 
Party began to be an important event. Kido participated in both 
1876 and 1877, writing on the theme “a pine tree does not 
change its color” in the latter year [12 January 1877]. 

In the final year of his life Kido seemed pleased with the Em- 
peror’s public image. On 24 January 1877 Kido left Tokyo in 
attendance on the Emperor, arriving in Kyoto on the 28th, for 
the tenth anniversary death ceremonies for the Emperor Kómei, 
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father of the reigning monarch. Kyoto then became the base for 
Imperial participation in other ceremonies, or for the inspection 
of projects. Kido went with his ruler to important shrines (the 
Upper and Lower Kamo shrines), for visits to the tombs of past 
Emperors (Jimmu’s and Yüryaku's), to tour historic Nara, and 
to observe courts in session, the English School of Osaka, a sugar 
refinery, and Godai Tomoatsu’s indigo dyeing plant [16 February 
1877]. 

The Satsuma Rebellion erupted during this period, so the 
Emperor remained in the ancient capital to be closer to the bat- 
tlefront. As the war expanded Kido urged his sovereign to go to 
the Imperial Study daily to receive reports from the battlefront, 
including those on casualties and expenditure of ammunition 
{21 March 1877]. During the darkest days of the war the Emperor 
went out of the Palace at Kido’s suggestion to inspire the populace 
“in disregard of a bit of wind and snow. The road was muddy, 
and mud splattered on his clothing, something which has not 
happened to an Emperor in several hundred years” [25 March 
1877]. In Osaka the Emperor visited war wounded at the military 
hospital (300 battle victims having arrived that very day); and 
he inspected spirited young soldiers preparing to leave for the 
batilefront. Many would never return, reflected Kido, who was 
himself in attendance on the Emperor for the last time (31 March 
1877]. 


7, Shizoku Dissidence: The Hagi Rebellion, 1876. Young men of 
his own Choshü had died vainly in the Hagi Rebellion of 18 Octo- 
ber-7 November 1876 as well. The rising came as no surprise to 
to Kido, who had long been aware of smoldering animosities 
among shizoku left behind by the modern world in his old castle- 
town, "How long have I worried myself about this problem!” 
he once wrote in exasperation. The impoverishment of the 
viziku and their rising tide of anger preoccupied him in his last 
yeas, and accounted for his shift from advocacy of rapid moderni- 
zation to a cautious approach until the problems of his old com- 
radis could be resolved, 

During his long stay in Yamaguchi prefecture in 1874, following 
his protest resignation over Taiwan policy, Kido busied himself 
with problems of the Choshü shigoku, Particularly pitiable was 
the situation in which the mutineers of 1870 found themselves. 
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They had lost their pensions, which were to have been restored 
on their demonstrating that they were contrite, owing to the 
abolition of the domains. The central government which now had 
authority over them refused to act [14 June 1874]. “At the present 
time many of these meritorious warriors are on the verge of 
starvation owing to a single error,” lamented Kido [13 July 1 874]. 

As an immediate step Kido proposed having the Mori family 
advance relief funds. By his calculations the family of the former 
daimyo held funds in surplus. Its stipend was in the 16,000-1 7,000 
koku range; it also had a Merit Award Stipend of 15,000-1 6,000 
ryo; and it had saved on the order of 700,000-800,000 no. “To 
stand with folded arms while watching shizoku starve is less than 
human,” he admonished [13 July 1874]. In response to the pro- 
posal, the Mori family advanced a substantial sum to aid its 
former vassals. In the diary the amount is given variously as 
1,500 koku, 2,000 koku, and 2,500 ryo [29 September; 1 December 
1874], though it appears that other high-ranking families sup- 
plemented the Móri contribution to make up that total. 

During his sojourn in his native prefecture, Kido, at the request 
of the governor, took responsibility for setting up a School for 
Samurai Rehabilitation and a Shizoku Cooperative Com pany, 
the Kyéd6-gaisha, in Yamaguchi. Kido brought in Yoskaitomi 
Kan'ichi from Inoue Kaoru's Mitsui-backed Senshüsha conapany 
in Osaka to manage the Shizoku Cooperative Company and 
with some difficulty got these projects underway. 

A former Imperial Councilor, Maebara Issei, once foremost 
among Yoshida Shoin's students and a military hero of the Boshin 
War of 1868, meantime assumed the moral leadership Of the 
dissident shizoku in the old castletown of Hagi. To dimninish 
Maebara's potential for mischief, Kido promised him a. new 
central government position. But Maebara was not co opted 
easily. Even with the offer of an important post, he seeme cl sur- 
prisingly reluctant to go to Tokyo, first pleading that the illness 
of his father required his presence in Hagi. When Maebara finally 
did travel to Tokyo to assume office, the erratic ex-Im perial 
Councilor and Vice Minister of War returned to Hagi without 
notifying his patron Kido. “How irrational are that mara s ac- 
tions!" complained his sponsor [14 August 1875]. In fact, Mae- 
bara did not get the post he wanted; Itó Hirobumi had heard 
rumors of the conservative Choshü leader's contacts with Lt agaki 
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Taisuke of the people's rights movement, and a good slot as 
governor in a western Japan prefecture was denied the Hagi 
dissident. 

When rebellion inevitably erupted in October 1876 in the old 
castletown of Hagi, Kido attributed it to Maebara's jealousy of 
the men in power. He had left office in 1870 under a cloud. His 
reputation in the central government was the "silent sangi” in 
council meetings but "something of a grumbler" outside, and 
an insubordinate Echigo province governor who cut taxes 
in half in defiance of the central government's directives. This 
was Maebara's concept of “benevolent government," or jinsei, in 
à year of poor crops. Back in Hagi since 1872, Maebara identified 
with traditional society; as a favorite present to friends, he gave 
tiles from the old Shizuki castle which Kido had ordered dis- 
mantled in 1874 because it was a rallying symbol for those who 
deplored Tokyo modernization. 

Government spies ferreted out plans of Maebara to revolt early 
in 1876. The “Satsuma agent" with whom he negotiated through 
a snowy night to procure weapons for the rising turned out to 
be a government spy; Saigo advised Maebara that he had sent 
no such mission. “As they have been driven into a corner," Kido 
wrote with amusement, "they may even commit suicide. I have 
to smile with pity on the plight of these warriors whatever their 
late" [23 March 1876]. 

Maebara feigned repentence to Shinagawa Yajiro, who went 
to Hagi on assignment from Kido, but those in Tokyo were aware 
of smoldering discontent in the old Clhoshü castletown. The rebel 
party was made up of old men who were attached to the feudal 
past and young men who had come of age after the Restoration. 
‘Typical of the elderly reactionaries was Tamaki Bunnoshin, 
Yoshida Shoin's uncle and one-time mentor. “He is already close 
to seventy, and there is nothing we can do about him," observed 
Kido. “My only concern is that he will mislead younger men” 
[30 April 1876]. 

Maebara’s younger brothers joined the conspiracy out of a 
sense of obligation, one having resigned his commission in the 
Imperial Army to support his elder brother. Youth was in charge 
of the conspiracy, as revealed by the fact that the median age of 
the sixteen key leaders of the revolt of 1876 was only twenty-four. 
‘They were joined by rear vassals from Susa and men from the 
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branch domain of Tokuyama, all men without good access to the 
central government’s bureaucracy. A samurai was born to serve, 
but these samurai were denied the opportunity. 

Some leaders were military heroes of 1868 who had held higher 
social rank in the old feudal society than Meiji leaders such as 
Kido who did not participate in the fighting. The median stipend 
of the sixteen leaders had been 170 koku, whereas Kido's never 
rose above 90 koku. All of the dissidents were outraged by the 
compulsory commutation of hereditary stipends in 1876 $ the 
average financial settlement in Choshü was X375, the income 
from which would not begin to keep body and soul together. The 
discontented men lost status further by the central government’s 
order against wearing the two swords of the samurai, their badge 
of rank. The order was regularly ignored in Hagi. Members of 
the Reading Academy "hack at bridge railings with their swords," 
wrote one informant to Kido, “they cut down bamboo supports 
used for public notices; or in the guise of practicing ‘night attacks’ 
they charge the schoolhouse with wild yells, causing the teacher 
to lose face and frightening the children out of their wits."1? The 
Reading Academy was supposed to prepare these shizoku for the 
modern world by making available newspapers and books about 
the West. *But what books do they read?” asked the informant. 
Instead, Old Tamaki took the floor to harangue the youths on the 
evils of the Westernizing elite in Tokyo, and the Academy 
spawned the Martyrs Army which took the field against govern- 
ment forces. 

That 500 men rallied to Maebara’s standard on 28 October 
1876 was hardly surprising, but the swiftness with which they 
were suppressed was. Maebara’s plan to deliver a “loyal remon- 
strance” to the Emperor in Tokyo never materialized. He ex- 
pected to make a direct appeal for war with Korea and a return 
to feudalism but was captured near Matsue in Shimane prefecture 
on 7 November 1876 and pilloried on 3 December with seven 


9 Two accounts of the rebellion, replete with the texts of documents, are Tokutomi 
Soho (ille, Kinsei Nihon Kokumin Shi: Akizuki-Hagi no Ran SEEM LACER — BK 
H -3xO$( [Early Modern History of the Japanese People: the Akizuki and Hagi 
Risings] (Tokyo, Jiji Press, 1962]; Matsumoto Jiro HAA CIS Hagi no Ran: Maebara 
Issei to Sono Itto E [The Hagi Rebellion: Macbara 
Issei and His Party] (Tokyo, Oshobd, 1972). ym us TI «234 di 

10 Miura Yoshisuke to Kido, Hagi, 11 January 1876, in Trumaki € ‘hata WANA, 
Shogiku Kido Ko Den IYARI A [The Biography of Prince Shogiku Kido}, 2 vols. 
(Tokyo, 1927), 11, 1983, 
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others. The Imperial Army from the Hiroshima Garrison under 
Major General Miura Gord, himself a Choshü man, had quickly 
scattered the ragtag rebel army. Miura was aided by forces from 
within the rebel camp. Isahaya Motokiyo, who had reported on 
Maebara to Tokyo while seeming to ally with the conspirators, 
openly defected, destroyed rebel ammunition dumps, and led the 
Imperial Army through the mountain passes to Hagi. (Isahaya 
was “an insect masquerading as a lion,” sneered Maebara; the 
name Isahaya later became a synonym for treachery in Hagi.) 
Nor did Maebara coordinate his revolt with those which occurred 
in Kumamoto and Akizuki at the same time, or receive aid from 
Satsuma as some of his followers expected. Feudal separateness 
operated to diminish the impact of shizoku revolt. But, fundamen- 
tally, adroit maneuvers by Kido and the central government also 
ensured quick collapse of the rising. 

In the Kido family collection there is a photograph of Maebara 
labelled *rebel," probably in the Meiji leader's own hand. The 
rebellion had occurred because Maebara was jealous and dis- 
satisfied, believed Kido; the man was “absolutely unprincipled,” 
and he “misled these promising young men. . . and many youths 
are destined to die untimely deaths" [81 October 1876]. Some 
died in battle. Others committed suicide after the suppression of 
the fighting, though these were mostly old men. Tamaki Bun- 
noshin, Yoshida Shoin's uncle, died a painful, lingering death 
|14 November 1876], as did Maebara's father, who committed 
seppuku when his three sons were captured as rebels and the family 
laced extinction. Executions of eight men including Maebara 
lollowed. Six were pilloried with the chief rebel, and a seventh 
was executed separately, as unworthy to die with the leaders 
because he plundered the storehouse of the Cooperative Samurai 
Company of 700 bags of rice for personal profit. Thirty-seven 
others were given sentences of up to ten years by a judge who 
worked around the clock for seven days to ensure swift punish- 
ment, 

Central Hagi was destroyed, and Shinagawa Yajiro wrote that, 
if the government did not do it, “the people in Hagi castletown 
want to behead [Maebara] themselves” [23 November 1876]. 
In fact, Shinagawa may have misreported. In later years Maebara 
came to exemplify the nobility of failure to the people of Hagi, 
and his memory is still honored there in works of local historians 
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and historical novelists as a courageous if misguided hero. 
Inevitably he was a lesser Saigo. 


8. Shizoku Dissidence: The Southwest War, 187 7. When the South- 
west War which Saigo Takamori ultimately led erupted on 30 
January 1877, Kido was in Kyoto attending on the Meiji Em- 
peror who had gone to the old capital for his father's death an- 
niversary services. Telegrams informed the Imperial party that 
rebels had plundered the naval arsenal in Kagoshima and had 
seized the army arsenal there, taking guards captive [30, 31 
January 1877]. 

Satsuma's virtual autonomy explained the ease with which dis- 
sidents mounted a rebellion. From time to time Kido complained 
that Satsuma was “a sort of an independent country." Its officials 
were Satsuma men without exception, while other domains 
such as Chóshü were administered by outsiders. Satsuma officials 
owed allegiance not to the central government, but to Saigo's 
Private Schools. No one dared discuss this irregularity with 
Home Minister Okubo of Satsuma except Kido himself. The 
two devoted one seven-hour discussion to that problem [18 
January 1877]. f 

Moreover, soldiers ran Satsuma. Militarism was rampant 1n 
that remote land. This was the very problem which Choshü had 
overcome with some difficulty. "Through experience we per- 
ceived that the arrogance of soldiers unchecked is detrimental to 
the cause of public order," explained Kido in regard to his own 
domain [5 February 1877]. Morcover, these Satsuma military 
leaders had under their control many shizoku who had actual 
battle experience or knew how to handle weapons. Satsuma 
would be a formidable enemy. 

Some responsibility for the rebellion belonged to the govern- 
ment side, thought Kido. Radical modernization policies were 
one factor in precipitating it. "The government should give heed 
to the feelings of the common people, and of the shizoku," he 
expostulated. It should *avoid smashing traditional practices so 

abruptly, and be attentive to the living conditions of the masses" 
[21 February 1877]. Kido embroidered on that theme throughout 


u Of; Matsumoto, Magi no Ran, as well as the historical novel by 'Tominari Hiroshi, 
‘WOM, Hagi no Ran to Macbara Issei OGL Je WME WW [The Hagi Rising aud Mae- 
bara Insel] (Tokyo, Sanichi Shobo, 1969), Both are written by local authors, 
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the last months of his life, ever brooding on the plight of the 
masses. In his last days Kido turned conservative, though he 
remained a populist too. “Deep in the night I thought about our 
troubled times; year after year blood flows, and the people are 
in distress, so that we must reflect on the source of these difficul- 
lies" he mourned. Moderation in government must replace 
extremism, he told Prime Minister Sanjo, to bring stability, allow- 
ing the people to live in peace [23 February; 17 April 1877]. 

Whatever its shortcomings, however, the Meiji government 
must be preserved against the Satsuma challenge, believed Kido, 
who had volunteered for action on the front lines at the outset of 
the rebellion. “I am resolved to perform my final service to the 
state on this occasion," wrote the ailing Choshü statesman [18 
l'ebruary 1877]; and he expected orders to Kyushu when he was 
summoned before the Throne. “To my dismay, I was given a 
firm command not to go. It was the most embarrassing moment 
of my entire life" [19 February 1877]. 

Instead, Kido spent the early months of the war in Kyoto at 
the Emperor's side, developing the Imperial image as a source 
of support for the war, and being an armchair strategist who 
filled his diary with complaints about mistakes in the conduct of 
the war and its diplomacy. It was an error, Kido believed, to 
send an envoy to Shimazu Hisamitsu in Kagoshima to seek a 
declaration of loyalty to the central government; the former 
Regent of Satsuma domain should take the initiative, not the 
Emperor. Further, the selection of Saigo Tsugumichi as envoy 
when his elder brother was the rebel leader was another blunder, 
in Kido’s mind. He reluctantly affixed his seal to the orders which 
had already been written out for the younger Saigo and could 
not easily be redrafted [1 March 1877]. No Satsuma man should 
undertake a mission to the Old Regent, contended Kido; and, 
when Kuroda Kiyotaka of Satsuma did so (rather than Saigo 
'"'sugumichi), the former was “treated exactly as if he were still 
à retainer, and was kept waiting in a haughty manner," as Kido 
had foreseen, Kuroda could not even "sit on the same level with 
Shimazu.” Kido had wanted to send Yamada Akiyoshi of Choshü, 
a man not subject to ties of fealty [1 April 1877]. Shimazu, 


nevertheless, cast his lot with the Imperial side, 
Kido watched the siege of the Kumamoto Garrison from afar, 
from the time the Imperial Army's force was surrounded in the 
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old castle on 22 February 1877 until the siege was lifted on 14 
April. He was displeased with the battle tactics, and pressed for 
an attack on the rear of Saigo's large army, rather than a simple 
frontal assault. When the siege was lifted, Kido was distressed 
that Imperial forces did not pursue Saigo's army zealously enough 
to prevent its entrenchment below the border of Kagoshima 
prefecture. i RV A 

Kind words did enter the diary in regard to the “distinguished 
work of the police battalion which took a fort with drawn cons 
[14 March 1877], and the effective leadership of two of Kido's 
Choshü protégés. Miura Gord brought firm discipline to his 
camp, according to a report; at long last the laconic Miura was 
getting his due, observed Kido, after years of being passed over 
while sycophants were promoted [5 April 1877]. Yamada Akiyoshi 
was also particularly effective as a commander at the time of the 
ending of the siege of Kumamoto. The pioneer journalist Fukuchi 
Gen’ichird, who went to the front to report the war in person, 
kept Kido well informed about developments, and once reported 
to the Emperor with Kido present [6 April 1877]. 

The rebellion was on Kido's mind when he laid down the brush 
for the last time after his 6 May 1877 diary entry. “As Kuroda 
Kiyotaka is returning to Tokyo today, he presented me with his 
Yatsushiró war diary and with a map of the battlefield," wrote 
Kido in his final entry. The rebellion had four months to run, but 
its back was broken. 

The Southwest War brought the final severance of Kido's 
relations with Saigo, the rebel leader, one of the “three heroes of 
the Meiji Restoration,” and conflict with another, Okubo, who 
dominated the Cabinet. The revolutionary triumvirate was shat- 
tered. Saigo, Kido reflected, had been “loyal, unselfish, and 
decisive" in the politics of the Restoration of 1868. “His only 
shortcoming was his ignorance of the trend of events, and his 
inability to see the larger picture." As early as 1866, when Kido 
and Saigo forged the Satsuma-Choshü alliance which guaranteed 
success for the Restoration movement, the Kagoshima man was 
“not conversant with modern trends." Still, Kido retained affec- 
tion for the impulsive rebel leader in 1877, and lamented that 
“he threw away his life, and ruined his good name on account 
of his rage of the moment, , . . It is terrible beyond words that 
he has come to his present plight” [29 April 1877]. 
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Kido was less charitable toward Okubo, and thought that the 
Home Minister should resign on account of the failure of his 
policies. Okubo had been exceptionally strict with local admin- 
istration everywhere but in his own Kagoshima where the rebel- 
lion was mounted. Morcover, his Home Ministry had become a 
haven for “a brazen lot” of officials, greedy for personal gain,” 
men who won promotions through “flattery of their superiors.” 
‘Thus did Kido disparage the nucleus of Japan's early modernizing 
bureaucrats.12 

The alleged assassination plot against Saigo, however, sup- 
posedly developed in Okubo’s Home Ministry, was the immediate 
cause of the war, Kido believed. On 3 February 1877 Nakahara 
Nao'o, who had "returned home" as a government observer in 
his native Satsuma, was arrested by local authorities, and con- 
fessed to an assignment to kill Saigo. The confession may have 
been forced, but news of it enraged the Private School faction, 
and caused Saigd to throw in his lot with the rebels. That two 
Satsuma leaders could not get together to talk over these “suspi- 
cions” was tragic, in Kido’s view. Mature men ought to discuss 
their problems, not resort to arms; by conferring, Okubo and 
Saigo might have realized that there was no cause for hostilities. 
It was tragic that 20,000 men had already died because the two 
had failed to talk [24 April 1877]. 

A large part of the tragedy lay in the losses of civilians. In 
Kumamoto 10,000 houses were burned and 60—70,000 people had 
lost their property, including “aged people, children, and ill ones; 
misery beggars description" [9 March 1877]. 


9. Some Economic Roots of Meiji Politics. Other pressure groups 
were less prominent in Kido's mind than the shizoku. Emerging 
business interests caught Kido's attention only rarely, though the 
hard lot of the peasantry was constantly on his mind. 

The one instance of pure economic pressure group politics to 
stand out in the diary is the plea of salt exporters in western Japan 
lor help from Kido. Exports to China had been blocked by action 


! 1 have written about Okubo and the modernizing bureaucrats elsewhere: Sidney 
DeVere Brown, “Okubo 'Toshimichi and the First Home Ministry Bureaucracy, 
1073-1078," in Bernard Silberman and Harry Harootunian, eds., Modern Japanese 
Leadership (Tucson, University of Arizona Press, 1966), 195-232; Sidney DeVere 
lirown, “Okubo Toshimichi: Hix Political and Economic. Policies in Barly Meiji 


Japan,” Journal of Asian Studies, XXI (February 1962), 183-197, 
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of Home and Foreign Ministry officials, and business had declined 
precipitously in those west Japan areas where it was the main 
industry. Representatives of ten prefectures “requested that I use 
my influence to have their application approved" for unobstructed 
export. Since his own Yamaguchi prefecture was affected, Kido 
promised to do his utmost." He dispatched Nomura Yasushi to 
the Foreign Ministry to protest, and talked directly with Kawase 
Hideji of the Home Ministry. “I told him of the actual n 
brought to the people by the decline of the salt industry" [8, 9 
April 1876]. What the outcome of these appeals was we can only 
guess. Since Kido did not refer to the problem again, they must 
have produced results. 

'That politics has significant economic roots may be assumed. 
But Kido's relationship to the emerging family financial houses, 
for example, is vague in the diary. Undoubtedly he was sympa- 
thetic to the cause of the House of Mitsui with which his protégé 
Inoue Kaoru was so intimately connected. Kido himself went to 
the newly built Mitsui home [25 March 1876], and Minomura 
Rizaemon, manager of the Mitsui enterprises, called on Kido 
often. Once, on Minomura’s invitation, Kido stayed overnight 
at the Mitsui properties at Toyoni, northeast of Tokyo, after 
inspecting this vast development of several thousand acres of land 
[13, 14 May 1876]. Still, there is no clear indication as to exactly 
how he might have promoted the interests of Mitsui. s 

Indeed, Kido had antipathy toward officials who tied them- 
selves so closely to business projects that they embarrassed the 
government. Goto Shojiro, the Tosa political leader who had 
been Kido's associate since 1868, provided the most notorious 
instance. Goto, using official funds, overextended himself in 
developing the Takashima coal mine;!? so Itagaki Taisuke, also 
of Tosa, called to ask Kido's help in securing postponement of 
his fellow clansman’s scheduled payment to the government. 
“Ttagaki told me how hard-pressed Goto is." It may have been 
no coincidence that Minomura of Mitsui, which was allied vede 
Goto in the mining venture, called on Kido the same day [3 


March 1876]. 
Ultimately Goto resigned from government under a cloud for 


13 Olive and Sydney Checkland, ‘British and Japanese Economie Interaction 
under the Barly Meiji; 
1904), 130-155, 


The Takashima Coal Mine, 1868-88," Business History (July 
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his loose handling of public funds, as well as of money invested by 
some peers. “Frequently he has been late in repaying public 
money; and, as a result, we have had no little trouble, and a 
public outcry has resulted," noted Kido. Prime Minister Sanja 
confided to Kido what a great problem Goto had been to the 
government [22 March 1876]. 

Government support for economic modernization accelerated 
in these years, but with declining support from Kido. Kido had 
been a champion of the first railway project in 1871, but in his 
last years he cooled toward official sponsorship of economic 
development. At times he was openly derisive of the various 
expensive projects of the Home Ministry to stimulate the econ- 
omy: model factories, shipping subsidies, low-interest business 
loans, and the like. Personal rivalry with Home Minister Okubo, 
the main sponsor of such projects, was one factor. That industrial 
development occurred at the expense of the livelihood of the 
shizoku and the peasantry was another. Moreover, Kido expressed 
skepticism of the achievements of the modernizing bureaucrats 
in the Home Ministry: “Although they have made plans for 
various kinds of industrial development, established several 
bureaus, and begun civil engineering works, they seldom pay 
attention to the fundamental matter of reviving the people's 
strength; therefore, nothing will come of their work. They might 
as well search for fish in trees" [9 January 1877]. Still, for all his 
belated doubts, Kido was fundamentally a modernizer, differing 
with the Home Ministry bureaucrats mainly on the speed for im- 
plementing their plans. 

His championship of the peasantry, fervid as it was at the end of 
his life, is not easy to explain. At no time did Kido labor in the 
earth, or have close contact with those who did. His sympathy 
may have represented a feeling of noblesse oblige nurtured through 
his early study of Mencius. Out of Mencian philosophy Kido 
would have learned that a contented farm population is the 
bulwark of stable government, and that those who work the 
soil must be kept happy through low taxes and freedom from the 
ravages of military strife. 


Peasant rebellion exploded across the land in the closing months 
of 1876, as the full weight of the new land tax in money—and some 
unfairness in administration of it—became evident. In Shimane 


prefecture representatives of tax protesters had been arrested while 
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negotiations with officials were under way. Such actions enraged 
Kido, the more because he believed that anti-government 
shizoku had incited the farmers. “What I find so pitiable is that 
those who appeal to the government under the pressure of their 
difficult life, and finally rise in response to it, should be charged 
for the crimes of those shizokw’? [12 December 1876]. 

Other challenges to the new tax law came in Aichi, Gifu, Osaka, 
and Wakayama prefectures, but the most serious surfaced in Mie 
prefecture, where unfairness had prevailed in computing the 
cash amount of the land tax, difficult for subsistence farmers to 
pay in any event. An arbitrary figure far higher than the local 
market price had been used. Moreover, landlords had controlled 
the assessments for all farmers. The Mie prefectural governor 
fixed a deadline for payment, rejecting a petition for relief, and 
10,000 farmers marched angrily into the city of Matsuzaka on 
19 December 1876. They destroyed the land registers at the 
office in that city, dismantled the tax office itself, and partially 
destroyed the Mitsui branch bank which handled collections; 
in their rage, they also made depredations against anything 
modern such as schools and police stations put up in the post- 
Restoration period. Landlords’ houses were gutted too. 

So serious was the riot that Kido thought the fate of Imperial 
rule hung in the balance. Punishments to the rioters were severe. 
Thirty-five men were killed by troops sent into Mie prefecture ; 
one man was hanged as a leader of the riot, three were sentenced 
to life imprisonment, and 5,700 received punishment in one de- 
gree or another. But the tax was also reduced on Kido’s motion, 
and the statesman. was pleased that the Emperor announced 
“some relief for the people," reduction of the national tax from 
3%, of the value of the land to 24%, and a still greater reduction 
of the local land tax from one-third to one-fifth of the national 
level. To compensate for tax relief, Kido believed that there must 
ultimately be a reduction in the scope of government, “the only 
policy which will bless the people” [4 January 1877]. It was 

Kido’s final political victory. 


10. Personal Pleasures. Aesthetic enjoyment provided Kido with 
a full life when politics failed as a consuming interest. He had fun 
in his leisure hours to the very end of his life. In Tokyo, Somei 
Villa (near modern Komagome Station) was his pleasant retreat 
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from the cares of state. When he left office in 1874, he retired to 
his native Hagi and to Yamaguchi, where life became one long 
indulgence in the pleasures of the Oriental gentleman/official in 
retirement. 

1 March 1874 was a typical day at his Tokyo retreat: “After 
12 I went to Somei with Hiraoka and Nakajima. We strolled 
around to enjoy a view of the garden, then went on to Nakajima's 
for a few drinks. With the two I went to Sugamo for a look at 
cherry trees on sale." Thus he spent his days in the capital when 
he was not actually engaged in conducting the affairs of state. 

Back in his native Yamaguchi prefecture later in 1874, Kido 
busied himself with a multitude of traditional Japanese Tes 
activities, On a designated day in late summer he went moon- 
viewing with friends, and when asked to toss off a poem, Kido 
produced a whimsical verse about his wish that the moon Sedd 
ly away to spare him the duty of writing poetry [25 September 
1874]. He played the game of One Hundred Poets with his friend 
Kondō Yoshiki as reader on consecutive days [28, 29 Septem- 
ber 1874]. Tea ceremony was a regular pastime for Kido and 
is friends. Once, in Kyoto, Ise Sakae invited Kido to partake of 
tea using utensils that had belonged to Sen no Rikyü himself, 
and brought out for discussion a Chinese painting by es 
Kai, bearing the ownership seals of Yoshimitsu, Nobunaga, 
and Ieyasu [14 May 1876]. Kido not only played go and Eon 
regularly, but occasionally became a spectator at go matches 
between professionals, and reported the results in his diary 
[21 November 1876]. As always he wrote poetry, out of nostalgia 
("Now Ilift my cup alonc!") for times with his late friend and 
drinking companion Yamanouchi Yodo, or lyrically in response 
to themes. 

When Kido left Clhoshü at the end of 1874 (forever, as it turned 
out), his farewell poem was suffused with the sentiments of a 
Chinese litterateur being transferred to a new post: 

With each journey, I encounter old friends, and I part 
from them; 

But feelings at parting are ever the same— 

Now and in times gone by. 

Antique collecting was another of Kido's great enthusiasms 
Mis list of purchases at Raizando's in Kyoto was precise. Eus 
lengthy: a jade flower vase, a Hsuan-te kettle, a bamboo GA a 
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small table made of spotted bamboo, a bamboo stand for ink- 
sticks, and material for a personal seal [24 June 1874]. A visit to 
a bonsai exhibition was another typical pastime [26 May 1875]. 

Kido went duck hunting with court nobles in Akasaka, Tokyo, 
and bagged twenty teals and mallards [1 November 1875]. His 
level of excitement about hunting is revealed by his keeping an 
appointment at the Akasaka grounds when bad weather kept all 
of his fellow hunters away [22 November 1875]. 

Kido went to the horse races with the Emperor in attendance. 
It is described as if a scene were being reenacted from an early 
medieval military romance: “All rode in the old style, and used 
silken harness,” noted Kido [6 April 1876]. Vo drama at Iwakura’s 
featured “Benkei on the Bridge” as well as “Kumasaka Chohan,” 
which the Emperor Meiji requested [4 April 1876]. A minstrel 
at Kido’s home on the Emperor’s birthday in 1875 recited two 
episodes from the Tale of the Heike, “Nasu no Yoichi’ and ‘‘Atsu- 
mori" [3 November 1875]. 

Once Kido, his wife Matsu, and his son Shojiró spent a social 
evening with the family of the American profesor William E. 
Parson playing foreign games. What exotic party games these 
were, out of small-town America, we do not know, but certain it is 
that Kido lived a full life, socially and aesthetically, up to the very 
end, notwithstanding his sometimes bitter judgments on his 
political contemporaries. 


11. Family and Friends. Like his personal and social pleasures, 
Kido's family was important to him to the end of his life. Loss of 
his beloved younger sister, Kuribara Haruko, the only other 
surviving member of his generation, in 1875 was traumatic. He was 
uneasy from the time that he learned her “minor ailment” was 
“in her chest," and he had the distinguished German physician 
Dr. Theodor Hoffmann examine her [9 May 1875]. Kido's 
anxieties multiplied until the dreaded message arrived: “A 
telegram from Osaka reported that she died last night. My grief 
knows no bounds” [18 November 1875]. The onset of winter pro- 
vided a gloomy setting for the burial in Wakabayashi, ‘Tokyo, 
where her husband (who had died tragically) and Yoshida Shoin 
were interred. Stormy seas delayed the landing of her remains 
from the Mitsubishi steamer at Yokohama; and inclement 
weather coupled with Kido's illness kept him away from the 
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funeral services [30 November; 1 December 1875]. Bereavement 
brought an emotional remembrance of times past: "I recalled 
the time when both of our parents were alive, and before I 
knew it the tears were streaming down my face" [2 December 
1875]. 

The family gained a member in this period also. Without 
announcement the name of Kido Chütaro began to crop up in the 
diary from time to time. Dr. Hoffman was in to examine Chütaro 
[16 July 1875], or Chütaro rode home with Kido from Somei 
villa in the carriage over some very muddy roads [23 July 1876]. 
This son by another woman was born in 1871. He is barely men- 
tioned in the diary; but later Chütaro graduated from Tokyo 
Imperial University, had a long career as a civil engineer with the 
South Manchurian Railway Company, and wrote two scholarly 
volumes on Daruma. He did not, however, inherit the family 
headship, which belonged first to Kido's nephew and adopted 
son Shojiro and at his death devolved on the latter's elder brother 
Hikotaro. In this period of the diary, Hikotaro, a Kido favorite, 
came home from his studies at the high school in Amherst, 
Massachusetts, in the United States [31 August 1874], and 
Shojiro came back from his preparatory studies in Brighton, 
England [5 May 1875]. Their return was part of a gathering in 
of all the Japanese students who had been dispatched overseas 
by the government. Kido's first adopted son, Katsusaburo, who 
was lost in the fighting in 1864, was remembered with thirteenth 
anniversary death services [19 October 1876]. 

Matsu, Kido's wife, became more prominent in the diary in the 
last years. She accompanied him for dinner with friends, both 
Japanese and foreign, to Somei villa to enjoy the beauty of the 
garden in spring, to attend the Kabuki theatre's morning pro- 
gram, or to see the traditional Kyoto dance [1, 6, 21 April; 10 


June 1874]. 


Once Kido and Matsu lost their way en route to a dinner party 
given by Yamada Akiyoshi, and the dinner guests organized a 
search party to find the couple, who arrived hours late. It was 
"one of the funniest things which has happened to me lately," 
wrote Kido [17 December 1876]. Another instance of Kido's 
zest for life was his good-natured effort to keep his guest and boon 
companion, Sadanaga Shóin, a Mitajiri merchant with a literary 
bent, at his side in Tokyo by concealing the departure time of the 
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Western, passenger vessel that would take him home to Yama- 
guchi prefecture. The plot came to naught, for Sadanaga found 
out independently and stole out of the house to board the ship, 
without the knowledge of his persistent host [22 April 1876]. 

Late in life Kido took delight in serving as matchmaker and 
marital counselor for Choshü friends and protégés. He had 
charge of the marriage arrangements for his old associate Shishido 
Tamaki from start to finish. The bride left for the wedding from 
Kido's house, and Kido delivered the congratulatory speech at 
the nuptials [25 May 1875]. 

An interesting miai assignment for Kido was the international 
marriage of Matsuno Kan, a task which extended through much 
of 1876. While a student of forestry in Germany, Matsuno met 
Clara Tietelman, who became his fiancée; and Kido took 
responsibility for working out the complicated marriage arrange- 
ment [19 August 1875]. Kido’s compassion. was stirred when the 
girl arrived only to be terribly disappointed that legal permission 
for the wedding had not arrived from Germany. He was moved 
by her tears, and found her a place to live during her long wait. 
Her devotion to Matsuno when he fell ill was impressive: “The 
lady has been going to his house daily to nurse him with exception- 
al care, so my sympathy for her has grown and I went to see her 
partly to console her" [14 September 1876]. When permission 
finally arrived for “the first officially sanctioned marriage between 
a Japanese and a Westerner” [10 December 1876], Kido’s whole 
family was present for the ceremony at the Seiyoken in Ueno 
[17 December 1876], and Clara graciously called to express her 
appreciation two days later [19 December 1876]. In time, she 
made her mark as the founder of Japan’s first kindergarten and 
as a pioneer teacher of piano. 

Sometimes Kido felt obliged to help younger Yamaguchi men 
financially. Kodama Jun'ichiro required a ¥300 loan to meet 
“unexpected expenses” [28 October 1876]. Again, the son of an 
old friend needed travel funds to attend to his ailing father in 
Yamaguchi prefecture. “His father, Hiraga Hirokage, was my 
childhood friend; we played together on bamboo horses,” so 

Kido put up the money [17 October 1876]. When a Hagi man 
applied for funds to accompany the pregnant wife of a brother 
killed in action in the Southwest War back home, Kido served 
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as guarantor of Tsukuda Motokiyo’s!4 loan from former Lord 
Mori, but seized on the occasion to admonish Tsukuda for “‘his 
habit of wasting money” [2 May 1877]. 

Friendships were important to Kido, and he was a loyal friend 
in return. An unusual testament to the depth of friendship for 
Kido came from the foreigner, Professor William E. Parson, who 
asked permission to name his first-born Kido Parson. Matsu 
called on the Parsons at the time of the baby's birth, and the whole 
Kido family turned out for the christening: “As Kido Parson was 
baptized today, my wife, Shojiro, and I attended the ceremony 
on invitation" [9 October 1876].15 

Friends called on Kido on returning from abroad; other 
friends visited prior to travelling to the West. A spate of such 
visitors dropped in prior to sailing for the American Centennial 
Exposition in Philadelphia. Some other friends came requesting 
calligraphic title pages or introductions for their books,!9 or else 
às proud authors they came bearing copies of their volumes about 
the West.17 

Even Kido’s former feudal lord figured in as a social friend, and 
the Kidos visited back and forth with the family of the former 
Lord Mori Motonori—a relationship which contrasted with the 
tension between Okubo Toshimichi and the old Regent of his 
native Satsuma domain. Once, indeed, in a curious reversal of 
status roles, Mori turned up at the construction site of Kido's 


14 This is the same person as Isahaya Motokiyo, the name he used when he worked 
i" a government spy before the Hagi Rebellion of 1876. 

!^ Parson had married Anna Rebecca Naille in Hanover, Pennsylvania, on 18 
August 1874. Their first-born child is listed only as George I. Parson in alumni records 
of the Gettysburg College, as well as Gettysburg Lutheran Theological Seminary 
from which the American graduated. In his varied career, William Edwin Parson 
served as Secretary to the Iwakura mission during its European tour, 1872-1873; 
l'rofessor of Mathematics, University of Tokyo, 1874-1878; and Pastor, Church 
of the Reformation (Lutheran) Washington, D.C., 1869-1872, 1879-1905. He 
was decorated with the Order of the Rising Sun by the Japanese Emperor. This 
information has been provided by Nancy Scott, Special Collections, Musselman 
Library, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 

!! Among those volumes for which Kido did calligraphy for title pages or wrote 
were: Montesquieu, The Spirit of Laws, translated by Ga Noriyuki [14 July, 
mber 1875]; Sewaki Toshihito’s Brief Account of the Korean Incident [9 September 


1076]; Tsuda’s Improved Farming Methods [20 May 1876]; and The Posthumous Works 
of Kusaka Genzui [26 May 1876]. 

" New books brought over to Kido by authors included Kató Hiroyuki, The 
History of the Origins of Constitutional Government [18 December 1876]; and Ota Toku- 
vro, Distinguished Early Modern Statesmen of America and Europe [3 December 1876]. 
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new house in Komaba, Tokyo, to apologize for his earlier opposi- 
tion to Kido’s plans for the new Peers Bank [17 October 1876]. 

The final New Year’s Day of his life provide an expression of 
the level of his obligations. Kido was up at 6 a.m. to don cere- 
monial robes and pay respects to his ancestors, particularly his 
late father and mother, meantime partaking of ceremonial sake. 
Next, he called at the Palace to bow before the Emperor Meiji, 
then proceeded to the Takanawa mansion to give his regards to 
ex-Lord Mori and his family. Finally, Kido stopped by the house 
of his Clhoshü friend and follower, Miura Goro, to express con- 
dolences on the recent death of Miura’s son, delivering instead 
joyful congratulations on learning of the birth of another son 
[1 January 1877]. 


19. Things Past. Always Kido's mind followed a dual track, as he 
lived through a challenging present while recalling a glorious 
past. Near the end of his days his consciousness of his own past 
seemed heightened. It was as if he were a figure out of The Tale 
of Genji indulging in nostalgia for the giant associates of his 
revolutionary youth. 

Like all Japanese, he revered his sensei, and mourned their 
departure from life. Naito Sakubei taught Kido swordsmanship 
at his private fencing academy in Hagi for the five years just prior 
to the Meiji statesman’s departure for Edo in 1852. It was ap- 
propriate, therefore, that Kido should arrange a dinner for the 
old gentleman and several of his former students when he came 
to Tokyo in 1876 [23 May 1876]. The assembled diners did 
not realize that they would gather next for memorial services in 
remembrance of old Naito, who was killed by a stray bullet 
during the short-lived Hagi Rebellion. Kido lamented that the 
old man had not followed his advice in the spring to remain in 
Tokyo [16 November; 25 December 1876]. 

Even more tragic was the death of Nakajima Saburonosuke, 
whose “favorite student" of naval science Kido had been at the 
school on the Izu Peninsula before he was enjoined from study by 
the Bakufu. Later, Nakajima fought on the losing side in the 
Boshin War and, after the last battle in Hakodate in 1869, com- 

mitted seppuku near the scene of hostilities with his two sons.!9 


18 At the Museum in the Goryókaku, or Pentagon Fort, in Hakodate, photographs 
of Nakajima, 49, and his two sons, "T'hunetaró, 22, and Vusajiro, 19, taken junt before 
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In 1876 Kido passed word to Nakajima's widow that he wished 
to help her daughter make a good marriage, so the young lady, 
named Oroku, was adopted by Kido, and came to live with the 
Kido family just prior to her wedding [26 April 1876]. 

Loyalists of the old days came to mind often, not lcast of whom 
was Kido's old lord Mori Takachika, at his death anniversary 
services [17 May 1876]. Kido had been at the Old Lord's death- 
bed in Yamaguchi five years before. Other loyalists, some of whom 
had met death tragically and violently, were remembered. Umeda 
Umpin, of Obama, was one. Umeda had been exceuted in 1859, 
about the time that) Yoshida Shoin, Kido's mentor, was put to 
death by the Bakufu. When Kido met Umeda's daughter, the best 
student in English at the new Kyoto Middle School, during an 
inspection, he was reminded of Umeda's poem which began: 
"My wife lies ill abed, while my child cries out in hunger" before 
going on to express devotion to the Imperial cause. The child 
must have been that girl, Kido realized [22 June 1874]. When he 
saw poetry at an inn by the late Yamanouchi Yodo, his drinking 
friend, Kido produced a companion piece to the work of the 
former Lord of Tosa: “Gloom envelops me before the railing as 
| lift my cup alone" [8 September 1876]. Painful memories 
returned at the death anniversary for the military innovator 
Omura Masujiro, victim of assassins [26 December 1876], and 
at the belated trial for the assassins of Hirosawa Saneomi, Im- 
perial Councilor, featuring testimony by Hirosawa’s concubine 
Kane, an eyewitness [24 May 1876]. 

Shadowy conspiratorial figures out of Kido’s underground 
revolutionary past surfaced. One Hasegawa Kiyoshi of Mito, a 
“comrade” of the Mito men who “‘carried out the Sakurada ac- 
tion," the 1860 assassination of Bakufu strongman Ii Naosuke, 
turned up to talk about present-day finances of the Mito Toku- 
gawa family [3 November 1876]. The son of another Mito man 
who had committed seppuku on the premises of the Yübikan 
(the school for Choshü samurai in Edo) when Kido was principal 
after a failed attempt on the life of the Bakufu Elder Ando No- 


| asa i 92, came ss hi i fri 

umasa in 1862, came to express his regard for Kido, a friend of 
his father, ‘The episode had netted Kido a minor sentence. 

ele goatu are on display, In the nearby Ghiyogaoka section of Hakodate is a small 
park with a monument at the center marking the place of dea for the tri 

BS Tuna 1869 (Melt 1/9/16] g the place of death for the trio on 
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Years of revolution had taken their toll of the restoration 
movement’s leaders, in the course of the fight or afterwards from 
premature death. Kido became depressed when he saw a painting 
of the seven radical court nobles who took flight to Choshü from 
Kyoto upon the failure of an 1863 coup, a painting by Lord Sawa, 
one of the number. “My heart is heavy with the realization that 
more than half of my friends of that era have become guests in 
the realm of the dead” [6 October 1876]. 

Unbearable was the memory of the 1864 martyrs of the failed 
attack on the Kyoto Palace at Hamaguri Gate. Kido felt the guilt 
of a survivor and took the leadership in planning the 1876 mem- 
orial service for these Choshü dead. The Year of the Rat, the time 
of the 1864 tragedy, had rolled around again after twelve years, 
making it a significant anniversary [20, 23 September 1876]. 
On the appointed day former Lord Mori Motonori presided at 
his Takanawa mansion in Tokyo; Prime Minister Sanjo and 
Minister of the Right Iwakura headed the list of dignitaries pres- 
ent; and about 600 people, mostly from Yamaguchi prefecture, 
arrived continuously throughout the day to pay their respects. 


13. Declining Health. Within the year Kido was laid to rest near 
the 1864 martyrs on Mount Ryózen in Higashiyama, Kyoto. He 
was an elder statesman in terms of service, but only forty-three 
years of age. Ill health had marred all his years in office at the 
national level; and he died finally of tuberculosis, complicated by 
some form of brain disease. 

At the beginning of 1877 Kido summoned a physician in 
response to his discomfort. “Today I felt pain decp inside my 
chest; and at night the pain became sharper, so I suffered a great 
deal," he wrote [29 January 1877]. A. month before he died he 
forced. himself to go outside with friends in Kyoto owing to a 
doctor's admonition, *but I became exhausted," and “the chest 
pains were severe" [20 April 1877]. 

On another occasion he noted, “My brain disease is not yet 
completely cured" [9 January 1877]. Treatment with electricity 
and therapy at hot springs had done little to mitigate the effects 
of this obscure ailment. 

Just a month before his death in Kyoto, Kido wrote, “It is my 
devout wish that my bones be buried in Higashiyama, If I knew 
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the disease in my chest to be incurable, I should immediately 
decide to stay here in this place until I died" [24 April 1877]. 
Death came quietly on 26 May 1877. Kido must be considered 
a modernizer and a key figure in dismantling the feudal system. 
starting the movement toward constitutional government. ~ 
studying American and Europe in search of reform models, though 
his enthusiasm for the forced march toward industrialization 
declined as the end approached. But it was not in Tokyo, the city 
of newly modern Japan, that he was interred, but in Kyoto, the 
ancient capital and a locus point of traditional Japan. It was as 
if he were drawn back to his roots, to the city where his revolution 
ron de is met the Gion geisha who became his wife 
where he attended on the Em iji i us 
re IR Mcd peror Meiji during the suppression 


March 


1 March 1874 Fair. Hayashi Hanshichi! came to talk (about 
Home Ministry business); Hayashi Shigehira (Home Ministry 
official) came for private consultation in connection with his 
departure for Bizen tomorrow. Okauchi, Deputy Chief In- 
Spector,” came to talk with me confidentially about the Bizen and 
Saga incidents.? Ito Hirobumi came for a talk. 

Letters arrived from Prince Sanjo, Lord Iwakura, and Oki. 
I sent letters to Itagaki and Okubo (the Governor of Tokyo).4 
After 12 I went to Somei with Hiraoka and Nakajima. We strolled 
around to enjoy a view of the garden, then went to Nakajima's 
lor a few drinks. With the two I went to Sugamo to look at cherry 
irces for sale. After 6 I returned home. 

A telegram arrived (from military headquarters at Hasuike)5 
reporting that the rebel troops have given indications that they 
are ready to surrender. 


? March 1874 Rain. Kayahara Nobuyuki (of Yamaguchi) 
came to visit, and said that he will return to the prefecture 
tomorrow; therefore, I telegraphed this information to Governor 
Nakano. I went to Lord Iwakura's before 10 for a conference 
presided over by Prince Sanjo. From there I went to the Central 


! Hayashi Hanshichi was the common name of the Choshü samurai who was known 
to history as Hayashi Tomoyuki (1823-1907). On 3 February 1874 he had become 
Naimu Daijó, or a Senior Deputy in the Home Ministry, and concurrently Chief, 
Civil Engineering; and he was reporting to Kido in his role as Home Minister. 
Vinynshi, noted for his spearmanship, had been a staff officer under Takasugi Shinsaku 
in the Kiheitai in 1864. 

? Gondaikenjt HAAR Je. 


1 The short-lived s/izoku revolt led by Eto Shimpei in Saga prefecture lasted from 


3 February to 1 March 1874, 

1 Okubo Tadahiro (1818-1888), a former Bakufu official, was governor of his native 
Vokyo, and serving under Kido in his capacity as Home Minister. He had been 
brought to prominence by Bakufu leaders Abe Masahiro and Matsudaira Yoshinaga, 
the latter becoming a key figure in the Restoration as Lord of Echizen. 

^ In Fukuoka prefecture, 
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Chamber,* to the Home Ministry,’ and to the Education Min- 
istry.8 The officials in the various offices had already left. At 1 I 
visited Sugi Magoshichiro, and returned home before 6. By 
telegraph it was reported that Prince Commander-in-Chief 
[Higashifushimi Yoshiakira] arrived in Kobe yesterday, and that 
he requests us to telegraph him at once all the battle reports 
which have come in since yesterday. Itagaki Taisuke? came to 
visit. 
(Note) Otaguro at the Central Chamber. 


3 March 1874 Fair. At 10 I went to the Central Chamber, then 
on to my duties at the Home Ministry and the Education Min- 
istry, returning home at 5. Letters came from Prince Sanjo,!? 
Lord Iwakura, Vice War Minister Saigo, Vice Justice Minister 
Sasaki, Kodama Jun’ichiro, and Tada Kosai. Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Senior Deputy Minister Kawase, and Fukubara Kazusuke came 
to visit, Sugi stayed for the night. A telegram arrived at dawn 
reporting that the rebels of Saga have surrendered and that the 
prefectural office is open in Isahaya.!* Most of the ringleaders of 


the rebels have fled. 

(Note) It is reported that the former retainers of Utsunomiya!? 
are agitated about the situation; therefore, I talked to the War 
Ministry, sent word to the garrison promptly, and dispatched two 
military officers. 


6 Sei-in Eë may also be translated as Council of State, or as Central or Main 
Chamber to distinguish it from the Left and Right Chambers which were also part of 
the Dajókan. The Sei-in was the executive organ of the new government, the body 
to which the Imperial Councilors, or Sangi, belonged. 

? Kido served as Home Minister, or Naimukyo, from 24 February to 27 April 1874 
while Okubo Toshimichi travelled to Kyushu to suppress the Saga rebellion. 

8 Kido was Minister of Education from 25 January to 13 May 1874 concurrently 
with his position as Imperial Councilor, or Sangi. 

9 Itagaki Taisuke (1837-1919) of Tosa was the main promoter of the idea of a 
national parliament. He resigned as Sangi in October 1873, when the policy of war 
against Korea was rejected; and he headed the list of signatories of the Tosa memorial 
in January 1874, promoting the assembly idea. “The Rousseau of Japan” had dis- 
covered in European thought a philosophical basis to protest Satsuma-Chóshü mono- 
poly of office. 

10 Prince Sanjd Sanetomi (1837-1891) was Prime Minister, or Dajé daijin, from 1871 
to 1885, although his leadership of the national government was sometimes more 


nominal than real. Kido’s acquaintanceship dated back to the Prince’s exile in Choshü 
in 1863 after his complicity in a Restoration plot which failed in Kyoto. 

11 A district in Saga prefecture. 

12 Utsunomiya domain, 77,800 koku, fudal, had become a prefecture in 1871, and 
was incorporated into present-day Tochigi prefecture on 6 June 1073, 
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4 March 1874 Vice Minister Saigo!? came to talk (about the 
affairs of the War Ministry). After 10 I went to serve at the 
Central Chamber, and from there I went to the Home Ministry 
withdrawing after 4. Sugiyama Takatoshi and Shiba Eisuke bande 
to visit. 

A telegraphed report arrived from Okubo! to the effect that 
Saga prefecture has been pacified, and that he has entered the 
castle there. He said that Eto and the other rebel leaders have 
taken flight, but that he is searching for them, and has some 
clues as to their whereabouts. He should certainly capture them 
within a day or two. The number of men who have surrendered 
amounts to 1,500 or 1,600. 

A telegram came from Utsunomiya saying that the shizoku 
agitation there has been brought under control. 


5 March 1874 Fair. I stayed away from my post of duty be- 
cause of illness. Yamato Shichinojo, who returned from the 
United States yesterday, came to visit. Senior Deputy Minister 
Sugi and Miura Goro came to talk. Yokoyama Magoichird came 
to talk. 

Letters arrived from Prince Sanjo, Imperial Councilor Katsu 
Lord Iwakura, and the Home Ministry. I went out for ae 
exercise in the evening. 

Aoki Shüzo, who returned from Germany yesterday, came to 
stay with me today.15 A telegram arrived from Home Minister 
Okubo from Saga Castle. The names of the rebels who have taken 
flight are: Eto Shimpei, Ishii Takenosuke, Mitsutake K6z6 
Asakura Danzo, Nakajima Teizo, Katsuki Keigoro Yartanulid 
Ichiro, Ikuta Dampachi, Shima Dan’emon, and Salim Kensuke 
| had heard that a burglar had broken into my Somei villa the 
E mier and I have a report that the man is a relative of Mo- 
chizuki. 


13 Saigo Ts ichi a oy ofS 
i „Saigo T'sugumichi (1843-1902) of Satsuma, the Vice Minister of War, was soon 
to lead the Formosan expedition which Kido so strongly opposed. Tsugumichi, unlike 


his older brother, Saigo Takamori, remained loyal to the cen 
"1 Okubo Toshimichi (1830-1878) of Sallie ^en S ieee & losi: 

in Saga personally, Concurrently Imperial Councilor and Home Minister, dn 
( merging as the strong man of the Meiji government. ie 
Seni Rd Sr 1914) served as F Secretary of the Japanese legation in 
ne 1 where he helped Kido with his constitutional studies in 1873. Kido and Aoki 
»oth sons of physicians, had been neighbors in Hagi castletown in their younger da ; 
Aoki became Foreign Minister twice, from 1889-1892 and in 1900 TIERE AL 


10 [y "ull p 
Tanaka Fujimaro (1845-1929), a muchstravelled Owari domain samurai, was 
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6 March 1874 Fair, then windy. Ota Samon, Senior Deputy 
Minister Kawase, Nakajima Shiro, Assistant Education Minister 
Tanaka (who came to talk about the business of the Ministry of 
Education);* Nomura Yasushi, Nagayo Sensai, and Kodama 
Jun'ichiro came to stay for the night. 

Having an invitation to the farewell party for Vice Admiral 
Enomoto (who leaves for Russia on the roth),1? I went to the 
party at the Nakamuraro with Nomura Yasushi. I became very 
drunk, the worst blunder I have committed lately. I returned 
home at 8. 


7 March 1874 Fair, then rain. In spite of my hangover from 
last night, I went to my post of duty at 10, but returned home 
before noon to recuperate. The Dowager Lady of the Takanawa 
Mansion, Lord Mori's mother, came to visit me today. We had 
drinks in the detached house in the backyard while viewing the 
plum blossoms. Her Ladyship returned to the mansion at Ta- 
kanawa in the evening. 

Letters arrived from Prince Sanjo, Kume Kunitake, and 
Kodama Jun'ichiro. Messengers arrived from the Home Ministry 
and the Education Ministry. 


8 March 1874 Rain. I went to the Central Chamber at 10, and 
on to the Home and Education Ministries after 2, returning 
home at 5. Nomura Motosuke came, and stayed for the night. 
Senior Deputy Minister Kawase, Inoue Inseki, Fujii Yasoe, and 
Kodama Jun’ichird came to talk with me (either about official 
business or personal matters). Kume Kunitake came to discuss the 
situation in Saga, saying that he had left Saga for Tokyo on the 
12th of last month.i$ Yoneda Torao (Director, Chamberlain’s 
Office,19 who went along when the Home Minister, was dispatched 
to Saga in connection with the rising there, first to Shirahama 


Vice Minister of Education under Kido at this time. 

17 Enomoto Takeaki (1836-1908) was off to negotiate a settlement of the northern 
boundary with Russia. For a clear title to the Kurile Islands Japan abandoned any 
claim to Sakhalin. Enomoto was the prize example of the Meiji government's policy 
of using talented men of whatever background, for he was a Bakufu official who 


resisted Imperial forces to the bitter end from his base in Hokkaido in 1868-1869. 
His expertise in naval matters had cnabled him to join his erstwhile opponents, 

18 Kume Kunitake (1839-1931) was a shizoku from Saga domain, While serving as 
chronicler of the Iwakura Mission, 1871 1873, he had grown close to Kido, 


19 Jijübaneho (Att. 
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prefecture, then to the battlefront in Saga to observe the situation, 
later returning to Tokyo) brought me Yamada Akiyoshi’s?° 
letter. In it he told me that the Yamaguchi prefecture recruits 
went back on their promise and failed to depart at the fixed time, 
causing a good deal of trouble. I learned by hearsay that Mae- 
bara Issei's?? intent was at cross-purposes with ours, a truly re- 
grettable situation. Yoneda reported to the Central Chamber on 
what he had observed. Shishido Tamaki's wife died. 


9 March 1874 Cloudy. Tokiyama Hampei will leave for Kyushu 
presently; therefore, he came to bid farewell. At 10 I went to the 
council chamber, and at 1 to the Education Ministry. From there 
I went to the Home Ministry, and returned home at 4. Itagaki 
Taisuke has come to visit frequently in the past few days, but 
I have been away much of the time, and have missed him. We 
made an appointment, therefore, for this evening; and he came 
to visit after 4. We discussed the national situation, as well as re- 
cent events in Tosa. He left at 9. Hayashi Shigehira (7th rank 
official in the Home Ministry) sent a telegram from Bizen to 
report that there is nothing unusual happening in that prefecture 

and that he will give details by letter. 


10 March 1874 Rain. I went to the Central Chamber at 10. 
and to the Home and Education Ministries at 2, returning fears 
at 5. Yamamoto Seijiird, Inoue Shin'ichiro, Yamato Shichinojo 
Inoue Monta and his wife, Yamao Tsunetaro, Oka Ganon, 
Nomura Motosuke, Fukubara Kyosuke, and Shimaji ibn 
came to visit. Inoue and his wife and Nomura Motosuke stayed 
for the night. 

(Note) Letters came from Watanabe Noboru and Utsumi 
Tadakatsu. 


11 March 1874 Cloudy. I went to the burial service for Shi- 


20 Yamada Akiyoshi (1844-1892), a fellow Chöshü clansman, served as commis- 


onae te Hey Western military systems under Kido during the Iwakura Mission, 
3. As a lieutenant general in the Imperial A: he ai i ion. 
of the Saga rebellion. mu uu e 

y ?! Maebara Issei (1834-1876), or Hikotard, was Kido’s old nemesis in Choshü. Like 
Kido a student of the great Emperor loyalist Yoshida Shoin, and a military hero of the 
Boshin War in 1868, Macbara went home to Hagi to sulk after being forced out of the 
Meiji government in 1872, and became the ideological leader of the dissident shizoku 


of that eastletown, 
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shido's wife. Nomura Yasushi, Yamao Yozo, Sugi Magoshichiro, 
and Endo Kinsuke came to visit. After 2 I went to the Takanawa 
mansion with Aoki and we had audiences with the three high 
personages of the mansion, Lord Mori, his mother, and his wife. 
I went to Fukubara Kyosuke's on the way back, and returned 
home before 7. 
The text of the telegram which came from Nagasaki?*: 
“The Unyo-kan seized the Maizuru-maru at Uchiwakumoto, 
Izumi, in Satsuma, and arrested the four sailors. The others 
had landed, and are now missing; but measures for their 
arrest are being taken. It is reported that Shima” came by 
sea to Komenotsu Harbor in Satsuma in a Japanese ship.” 


12 March 1874 Fair. Yoshida Jiro came to talk. A man named 
Miyake Kiyota came, claiming to be from Yamaguchi prefecture, 
and pressed for an interview with me for some unknown reason. 
At first he would not give his name or address, and because he 
looked suspicious, he was turned away at the entrance. t 
A telegram came from Imperial Councilor Okubo in Nagasaki 
prefecture: 
“Governor Oyama has just reported the arrest of the rebels 
Shima Dan’emon, Soejima Kensuke, Shigematsu Kiemon, 
Murata, and others in Kagoshima on the night of the 7th. 
There is a report that Eté is hiding in the same prefecture but 
he has not yet been arrested, though we should have an 
announcement soon." 


13 March 1874 Fair. At 10 I went to the Central Chamber. 
From there I went to the Home Ministry and the Education 
Ministry, returning home at 5. Sugiyama Kotaro, Nagayo 
Sensai, Kodama Jun’ichiro, Inoue Inseki, and Nomura Mo- 
tosuke came to talk; and Nomura stayed for the night. Katsura 
Tard returned from Osaka. s 

My confidential memorandum on Korea and Taiwan,?4 


22 The text of the telegram is in katakana in the Kido diary. 


23 Shima Yoshitake (1822-1874), whose popular name was Dan’emon, was the 
second-ranking leader of the Saga rebellion, and was soon to be executed, In his 
days of glory with the Meiji government he served the Colonization Bureau, and 
laid out the city of Sapporo. , , ! 

m Taumaki Chota WRA, editor, Kido Takayoshi monjo PACs sew, 8 


volumes, (Tokyo, Nihon Shiseki Kyokai, 1929-1951), VIIL, 129-1345 
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written in response to the Imperial query last September, has 
recently appeared in the Nisshin Shinjishi.25 Not knowing who was 
responsible, and wondering if this happened as a result of the 
controversy which has been raging since last autumn, I investi- 
gated the source, and found that it was the deed of a shizoku 
from Kochi prefecture? named Sasaki Hin. He apologized to 
me and to the newspaper company for letting this out without 
my permission. Moridera Tsunenori and Sugi Magoshichiro 
came to talk. 
(Note) A letter arrived from Obata Heizan. 


14 March 1874 Fair. I went to the Central Chamber before 
10, then to the Home and Education Ministries, returning home 
at 4:30. I visited Shishido Tamaki,?’ and talked for a long time. 

Opinions expressed in our private Cabinet discussions on the 
tax on shizoku stipends and the budget of the Education Ministry 
are utterly incomprehensible to me. I have brought up these 
matters several times, but the answers given me are invariably 
ambiguous. The people are apprehensive about the Imperial 
government over a hundred issues; and I am moved to tears at 
times in spite of myself, yet I do not know where to complain. 
Letters came from Governor Watanabe of Osaka and from 
Prefectural Councilor Ishibe of Okayama. 


15 March 1874 Fair. At 10 I went to the Central Chamber, 
and to the Education Ministry after 12. On withdrawing I went 
to the Somei villa, visited Nakajima, and returned home before 
6. Miura Goro, Yamamoto Seijüro, Fukubara Kyosuke, and 
Murase . . . came to talk. 

(Note) I sent a letter to Obata Heizan. 


16 March 1874 Rain. I stayed home until around 4. I refused 


?» Nisshin Shinjishi H 3r (ORE was a Japanese-language newspaper published in the 
(reaty-port of Yokohama by the Englishman John Reddie Black. Often it took an 


anti-government stance. Inasmuch as extraterritoriality protected Black against 
enforcement of government restrictions on the press, he maintained a critical spirit 
until the government silenced him on a technicality in 1875. Grace Fox, Britain and 
Japan, 1858-1883 (Oxford, The Clarendon Press, 1966), 442-444, 446, 451. 
Formerly Tosa domain, 

?* Shishido ‘Tamaki (1829-1901), an important:Chéshi domain official, had served 
the central government as Vice Minister of Justice in 1871 and Vice Minister of 
Viducation in 1872, 
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visitors, and went over matters relating to official business. 
(Note) I sent letters to Utsumi and Kunishige. 


17 March 1874 Cloudy, then rain, then snow. At 10 I went to 
the Central Chamber, then to the Home and Education Min- 
istries, returning home at 5. This morning Naito Junsuke and 
Koma Rinnosuke came to visit. This evening Kodama Jun'ichiro 


came to talk. 


18 March 1874 Fair. At 10 I went to the Central Chamber, 
then on to the Home and Education Ministries. On the way to 
my place I stopped to attend memorial services at Shishido's,* 
and reached home after 5. Nomura Motosuke and Shimaji 
Mokurai came to talk, Nomura stayed for the night. Several 
letters arrived—from Watanabe Noboru and others. 


19 March 1874 Fair. I have had a cold since last night. I 
attended to my duties at the Education and Home Ministries 
at 2. This morning Inoue Segai came to talk. Kinashi Shin'ichi 
and Izeki Gengo came to talk in the evening. 


20 March 1874 Cloudy. I went to the Gentral Chamber after 
10, then on to the Home Ministry. The difference in value between 
the newly issued copper coins and the old ones has caused the 
common people to harbor suspicions of them, and dishonest mer- 
chants have taken advantage of this. (One rumor has it that the 
old coins are being bought up to ship from Satsuma proper to the 
islands of Satsuma.) So the old coins have become scarce; and we 
are having trouble in dealing with items which are priced in small 
amounts. At 4 I returned home. Sugi Magoshichiro?? and I went 
to the Baiso mansion in Sugamo to see the bonsai dwarf trees. 
Tanaka Fujimaro, Nomura Motosuke, and Komatsu ... met 
us there. Then Nomura, Sugi, and I went to Somei to stay for the 
night. Nakajima came to talk. 
(Note) At 5, rain. 


28 Jt was ten days after the death of Shishido's wife, seven days after the funerals A 
w Sugi Magoshichiro (1835-1920) was Vice Minister ol the Imperial Bowens 
In Hagi eastletown, asa 156-koku samurai, he had grown up with Kido, He ane i o 
England and France in 1062 with a Bakufu mission, and he fought at Toba-Fushimi 


in 1000, 
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21 March 1874 Fair, then cloudy. Hiraoka came to talk. We 
left the villa after 12. Sugi Magoshichiro and I browsed through 
the antique shops from the Yushima area to Asakusa. I ended 
up accompanying Sugi to his quarters in the Hamacho mansion, 
and returned home at 6. Tonight a problem developed that 
overwhelmed me, and brought me to tears. 


22 March 1874 Cloudy. Yasuno Soko who has been to Utsuno- 
miya and Sendai came to talk with me about the recent situation 
in Ou. Yamamoto Seijüro and Hayashi Sansuke who have been 
investigating the movements of the agitators in the capital came. 
At 11 I went to the Central Chamber, and after 2 to the Home 
and Education Ministries, returning home at 5. Yokoyama 
Magoichiró came to talk. (He took the title deed for the Mi- 
zoguchi land, and brought me the title for the Yokohama land 
in place of it.) Utsumi Tadakatsu sent me some books of prints. 
After 5 I visited Shishido Tamaki. I was unaware that so much 
time was passing while we talked; and I returned home after 12. 


23 March 1874 Rain. Arichi Shinanojo and Hiraoka Heikichi 
came to talk with me. I went to the Central Chamber after 10, 
then to the Education and Home Ministries, returning home at 4. 

This evening we had an invitation from Wade,?? so Matsu and 
I went to his house after 5. The other guests said that he had lived 
in China for twenty-nine years, and that he is fluent in Chinese. 
We returned home at 8. Going and coming we encountered 
a heavy rain. A letter came from Taniguchi Kitaka. 


24 March 1874 Fair. Vice War Minister Saigó came to talk 
(about the Satsuma situation and the Taiwan issue.) At 12 
I went to the Central Chamber, then to the Home and Foreign 
Ministries, returning home at 5. Sugi Magoshichiro and Yamao 


39 Thomas Francis Wade (1818-1895) was the British Minister to China from 1871 
to 1883. He was said to have had a “tenacious memory and a great love of languages," 
so, when he landed in China as an army officer in 1842, he became an interpreter, 


having studied the language on the way out. Very soon he made himself indispensable 
as an interpreter at the Supreme Court in Hong Kong in 1845, and to the British 
Superintendent of Trade shortly afterwards. Later in 1874 he helped settle the Sino- 
Japanese crisis over Taiwan, After leaving the Orient, Wade became the first Pro- 
lemor of Chinese at Cambridge University. The Wade-Giles system of transliterating 


the Chinese language into Roman characters has preserved his name in the mem- 
orles of generations of Western students of Chinese, 
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025 came to talk. Cho Taro came to discuss business with me. 
(Since last summer he has been in charge ofthe schools in Kyushu, 
Shikoku, the San’yo,3! and the San'inj? and he recently has 
returned to Tokyo. He gave me a firsthand report on the schools 
in those areas.) Kodama Ainosuke came to talk. (He returned to 
Yamaguchi in January; and, having returned to Tokyo recently, 
he came to discuss the recent situation there.) 


25 March 1874 Cloudy, then rain. Yasu lchitaró who will 
return to Kyoto tomorrow came to bid farewell, I went to the 
Central Chamber after 10. At 2 I was invited to the newly built 
Mitsui housc;?? so I went there directly from the Central Cham- 
ber. His is the first private house to be built in the Western 
style, Over 100,000 yen ... [The following is blank.] I returned 
home at 5. 


26 March 1874 Rain. Kashiwamura Kazuma came to visit. I 
called on Shishido Tamaki after 2, but he was away. From there 
I visited Sugi Magoshichiro and Nagayasó Wasu, and left at 9. 
I visited Shishido again, and returned home at 10. Hayashi 
Sansuke and Shimaji Tard came to visit. 


27 March 1874 Rain. Moridera Tsunenori and Shishido 
Tamaki came to visit. At 11 I went to the Central Chamber, and 
at 1 to the Education and Home Ministries, returning to my 
house after 5. Sakurai Torataró will leave for Mie prefecture 
tomorrow. (He was recently ordered to do undercover work 
there.)84 


31 The circuit of provinces which lies along the Inland Sea mear the western end of 
Honshu. San, yodo is literally*'the circuit on the sunny side osf the mountains." 'Two 
of its eight provinces were Sud and Nagato which made up Ch osha. 

8 The circuit of provinces which lie beyond the mountains along the Sca of Japan 
at the western end of Honshu. San'indo— the circuit on the Shady side of the moun- 
tains,” E ; 

38 The House of Mitsui had become banker to the Meiji government owing to the 
approach which its general manager Minomura Rizaemon made to Inoue Kaoru 
about the time of the Restoration, and by 1874 it had the exclvusive use of the national 
revenues. Perhaps through Inoue, who at this time was outt of government in the 
service of Mitsui, Kido had become acquainted with Minomugya, Eleanor M. Hadley, 
pedia of Japan, 9 volumes, Tokyo (Kodansha, 


“Mitsui,” in Itasaka Gen, ed., navel 
1983), V, 209-210. Mes 

m Mie prefecture was the locale for peasant unrest, and a maajor revolt erupted there 
in 1876, 
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28 March 1874 Fair. I went to the Central Chamber at 11, 
then to the Education and Home Ministries, returning home 
at 5. At night I visited Shishido Tamaki; and Fukubara Mataichi 
came to visit me. I did not get to see him, but Katsura Taro%5 
talked with him. 


29 March 1874 Rain. Mihori Kosuke, Nagayo Sensai, and 
Kodama Jun'ichiro came to talk. I went to the Central Chamber 
after 10, and to the Education and Home Ministries at 2. On the 
way back I called at Okudaira Nisui's house, but he was away. 
Kinashi Shin'ichi came to talk. In connection with Fukubara 
Mataichi's coming to Tokyo, I had invited . . . of the Yamaguchi 
prefecture detachment, to discuss a matter; so Kinashi also 
came. 


30 March 1874 Cloudy. Moridera Tsunenori?9 came to visit. 
After 9 I went to the Central Chamber. Major General ... 
came to Tokyo from the Shirakawa garrison. He told us that a 
dangerous situation has developed among the old Kumamoto 
domain samurai during the recent Kyushu troubles. He also told 
us of the situation among the former Yanagawa domain samurai?" 
and of the desperate battle which the garrison troops fought at 
Saga Castle. A conference on the Taiwan issue was held after 12. 
This problem was settled during my illness; and it would serve 
no purpose to call its propriety into question today; therefore, 
I proposed that the undertaking should be handled carefully, 
and that it not fail. I am very much worried, out of consideration 
for the common people, that the government's expenditures 
are increasing year by year. I wonder when, if ever, we shall 
establish the foundation for a rich and powerful nation. I am 
overcome with shame over our performance. I went to the Home 
Ministry at 3, then to the Education Ministry, and returned 
home after 5. 


31 March 1874 Fair. I have had headaches lately, and I have 


1 Katsura "Taro (1847-1913) had recently returned from Germany where he was a 
student of military science, He was a Kido protégé who later became prime minister 
three times: 1901-1906, 1908-1911, and 1913. 

?! Moridera was a retainer of Lord Iwakura, the Minister of the Right, and second- 
ranking figure in the government, 

W Yanagawa domain, 109,600 koku, tozama, in Chikugo province in Kyushu, 
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not been feeling well at all; therefore, at 11 I went to Somei for 
exercise, returning home after 4. Today I took 240 yen to Na- 
kajima in exchange for the land. This morning Nagayo Sensai?? 
and Senior Deputy Minister Sugi came to talk; then Deputy 
Minister Sugi came to discuss business again after 4. Nomura 
Yasushi and Okudaira Nisui also came to visit. My nephew 
Hikotaro?? sent me a letter from America. 

(Note) Governor Nakano sent word that he is coming to Tokyo 
without waiting for permission because an emergency has de- 


veloped in Choshü. 


i ic " fi i à close to 
38 Nagayo Sensai (1838-1902), medical doctor from Omura domain, wai € 
Kido quiis the Iwakura Mission to America and Europe, 1871-1873, In 1874 he was 
serving as Chief of the Public Hygiene Bureau, Home Ministry, 
w Kuribara Hikotaró was studying at a high school in Amherst, Massachusetts, 


April 


l April 1874 Fair. Kinashi Shin'ichi, Yamamoto Seijüro, 
Senior Deputy Minister Kawase, Wakayama..., Nakajima 
Shiro, and Mayahara . . . came to visit. At 11 I went to Assistant 
Minister Tanaka's house with Matsu.! Nomura Motosuke and 
his wife were also there. It was an appointment of several days' 
standing. We returned home at 5. On the way back we called on 
Otori Sessó, but he was away. Shishido and Okudaira came to 
talk. 


2 April 1874 Fair. Nagayo Sensai came to talk. At 10 I went 
to the Central Chamber. Today was the day for members to 
affix their seals to the resolution on Taiwan; therefore, I told the 
two Ministers of State, Sanjo and Iwakura, that I am refusing to 
sign. The reason is, as I observed in my statement in response to 
the Imperial inquiry last year, that in surveying the present con- 
dition of the country I am conscious of the poverty of the people. 
We should devote ourselves exclusively to domestic administra- 
lion, and to advancing the people's living standards; and, after- 
wards, it will not be too late to undertake an overseas expedition. 
My view remains unchanged this year; therefore, I am unable 
to affix my seal along with the other members of the Chamber. 
At 2 I went to the Home Ministry and the Education Ministry, 
returning home at 5. 

Sugi Magoshichird, Usui Yosuke, Narazaki Tkunoshin, and 
Okudaira Nisui came to visit. A letter arrived from my nephew 
Kuribara Hikotaro. 


3 April 1874 Fair. A certain Koriki and Onda Rokurd came 
to visit, After 9 I went up to the Imperial Palace; today was the 


! Kido's wife Matsuko (1843-1886), As a Gion geisha, she had played an impor- 
tant role in Bakumatau polities, 


15 
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ùy of the festival in honor of Emperor Jimmu.? Food and drink 
vere served to all; and I withdrew at 11. Miura Gord and Inoue 
liseki came to talk with me. Accompanied by Okudaira Seisuke 
ad Seiho, I went to Somei; from there we went on through Ueno 
ù visit Sugiyama Kotaro at whose place we unexpectedly en- 
guntered Sugiyama Issei. We had a few drinks over several 
burs; on the way back I went to Ushigome to purchase flowers 
lifore returning home. 


{April 1874 Fair. Sugi Magoshichiro came to visit. This morn- 
ig Vice War Minister Saigo? admonished me with some emotion 
li regard to my stand on the Taiwan matter. At 12 I went to the 
lome and Education Ministries, returning home at 5. Ise Sakae* 
qme to visit me as soon as he arrived in Tokyo, saying that 
leputy Governor Nakano? had come with him. Inasmuch as 
lakano had told Kashiwamura about the present situation in 
lamaguchi prefecture, Kashiwamura Kazuma came to tell me 


lie gist of it, 
This evening I went to Shishido's, and met Sakai Eizo. Sugi- 
ama Kotaro came to visit. Yoshida Uitaro’s letter came. 


\ April 1874 Fair. Nagayo Sensai and Shiba Eisuke called. At 
D I went to the Home and Education Ministries, returning home 
fte 3. Sugi Magoshichird came to talk. A letter arrived from 
Governor Sato of Hamada prefecture.^ With Ito, Okudaira, and 


2 Emperor Jimmu was the first emperor of Japan. 

3 §aig0 Tsugumichi (1843-1902) was the younger brother of the great Saigo Ta- 
hmori. Tsugiamichi, of Satsuma, had charge of the Taiwan expedition to punish the 
iborigines who had killed fifty-four Ryükyüans in 1872. War with China might result 
wer this incursion into its territory, even though the Chinese pointedly declared that 
lie aborigines were beyond their control, hence China was not responsible for the 
atrocities. Another complicating element was the fact that both China and Japan 
‘aimed suzerain rights to the Ryükyü Islands, and it was anything but certain that 
pan had the right to act on behalf of the Ryükyü people. 

4 [se Sakae (1822-1886), Choshü samurai, was earlier referred to by Kido under his 
ð, se Shosu. He played a role in financing the Imperial Army during the Boshin 
War of 1868. Ese served as an official in Nara and Kurashiki prefectures before joining 
he Imperial Household Ministry. 

5Nakano Goichi (d. 1879), a Shizuoka man, had been appointed Prefectural 
Councilor in Yamaguchi in 1871, and rose to the Deputy Governor position in 1872. 
lle worked with Kido in setting up the Samurai Rehabilitation Bureau and in es- 
hblishing the Cooperative Company for the benefit of the shizoku. 


6Governor Satö Nobuhiro (1815-1900) of Hamada prefecture was a Chosht 
‘ative who served in several posts before leaving the bureaucracy in 1876 when he 
vay Governor: of Shimane prefecture, after being eritielzed for being too kind to the 


bados of the Hagi Rising, Home Minister Okubo was displeased, Governor Sato is 
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Seiho, I visited Shirane Tasuke after 5. We went to Ueno to see 
the flowers at Shinobugaoka; and on our return we stopped by . . . 
on Shinobazu Pond to have some drinks. A poet named Momo- 
yama also came to see us. I returned home at 9. 


6 April 1874 Fair. I went to Somei with Ise Sakae® after 10. 
Matsu and Kumi also rode with us in the carriage. The families 
of Kawase and Sahata as well as of Okudaira came to visit us. 
The vernal beauty of our garden is all the greater. After 2 we 
went to Koriki's, and took a walk in his neighborhood. Hiraoka 
Nakajima, and Koriki came to talk. i 


7 April 1874 Fair. At 11 I went to the Education Ministry. On 
the way back I paid a visit to Sugi Magoshichiro, but he was 
away. I called on Ise Sakae; and we went to Sugi’s together. I 
returned home at 10. Yesterday and today it rained from time to 
time; then suddenly the weather cleared. 

Hirosawa . . . [The following is blank.] 


8 April 1874 Fair. I went to the Education and Home Minis- 
tries at 11, and returned home at 4. Hoffman came to talk (accom- 
panied by Shiba). Koma Rinnosuke came to talk, and stayed 
lor the night. ... had been called to Tokyo because unfortunately 
her father Heisuke was on his deathbed, but in the end she was 
unable to see her father in his time of suffering after all. Later she 
was married to Hirosawa, then divorced. Hers is truly a case to 
be pitied; therefore, I have long wanted to select the right man 
‘is her spouse. Then the other day it was arranged that Koma 
would be adopted as heir by the Yoshiki branch of the Mori 
family, so I told the two of them that I would arrange a match if 
they find each other to be suitable. I then set up an appointment 
lor a meeting of the two; but Koma's adoption was cancelled 
because of his mother's disapproval. But the matter of their mar- 
tinge has not yet been settled; so I invited them to my house to 
meet, Sugi Magoshichird and Taki Yataro (who is being sent to 
duty with the Saga court today) came to talk. 


9) April 1874 Fair, Moridera Tsunenori came to talk. I went to 


the Wreat-great«irandfather of two modern Japanese prime ministers, Kishi Nobu- 
auke and Sato Binaku, 
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he Education and Home Ministries at 12, and returned home 
at 5. Governor Nakano of Yamaguchi prefecture came to discuss 
he situation in the prefecture since the beginning of the month. 
I have always wanted us to lead the people along slowly and 
steadily in accordance with the principles in force since the Res- 
oration; but I have been unable to prevent the rash of new 
ordinances bringing with them the undesirable aspects of civiliza- 
ion. I have often argued my case out of my worry about what 
will happen, but eight or nine decisions out of ten go contrary to 
my will. I am terribly distressed by this. Yet the shizoku of Yama- 
guchi prefecture are suspicious of me. Maebara Hikotaro has not 
been willing in the past to discuss public issues with me in the 
open, but covertly he has advanced opinions which stir up sus- 
picion, and has misled quite a few people. Most persons do not 
understand who is in the right. The Governor has been worried 
about the matter, and wants to settle it; so he came to Tokyo 
with Ise. Sugi Magoshichiro, Ise Sakae, and Kinashi Shin'ichi 
were present for the discussion. 

(Note) This evening a telegram came to Nakano from Yama- 
guchi reporting that his wife had died in childbirth. Nakano 
concealed this, and discussed the situation in Yamaguchi pre- 
fecture first, before telling us. His feelings are to be pitied. 


10 April 1874 Fair. I went to the Ministry of Public Works at 
10 to meet with Ito Hirobumi.? The reason I have not attended 
the Central Chamber lately is that I am discontented with its 
handling of the Taiwan issue. Although I have argued my case 
many times, the policy has not been changed. I feel most uncasy 
at deviating from my principles to follow the lead of the others 
in such an important national issue. Still, I cannot bear to stir up 
a storm because of what it will do to both the government and 
the people. (Because of the discord in the government last winter, 
a great many people lost their sense of direction.) In consequence, 
I gave Ito my opinion on the Taiwan question. Ito has called on 
me frequently in the last few days, but I have always missed him. 
I went to the Ministry of Public Works today, therefore, for a 
talk. From there I went to the Education and Home Ministries, 


7110 Hirobumi (1840-1909) was Imperial Councilor and Vice Minister of Public 
Works at this time, He was Kido's protégé from Choshü, and the two went around 
the world with the Iwakura Mission, 1871-1873, 
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and withdrew at 4. Directly from there I went to Ise’s inn; and 
we took a carriage together to Somei, and stayed overnight. Shi- 
shido Tamaki came to talk. Seiho also came, and spent the night. 


11 April 1874 Rain. The flowers in the rain were magnificent— 
indeed. Okudaira Nisui came to talk. I returned home at 4. 


12 April 1874 Fair. I went to the Central Chamber today in 
connection with the letter which came from Prince Sanjo yester- 
day. I told the Prince of my feelings in some detail. I cannot feel 
at case about administering a policy which I believe to be bad 
for the people and bad for the nation. On the other hand I cannot 
bear to be the source of trouble in the government so often because 
of my obligations to the Emperor above and the people below. 
To act as I wish would only bewilder the people to no end; so up 
lo this point I have endured a bad situation. Now I have asked 
him for prompt action on my resignation petition. As long as I 
am serving in the government under Imperial order, I shall not 
Week to escape no matter how great the difficulty; but I have 
vowed that I can neither bend my principles nor mislead the 
people. From there I went to the Home Ministry and to the Edu- 
cation Ministry, returning home at 5. Sugi Magoshichiro, Yamao 
Yözö, Ise Shinzaemon, and Nakajima Sakutaró came to talk. 


13 April 1874 Rain. I went to the Home and Education Minis- 
(ries, returning home at 5. 

(Note) Tonight a telegram came from Saga reporting that the 
heads of Shima and Eto have been pilloried, and that ten others 
were beheaded. 


14 April 1874 Fair. I went to the Central Chamber after 10. I 
told. Imperial Councilor Terashima the gist of what I had told 
Prince Sanjó recently. From there I went to the Home and Educa- 
tion Ministries, returning home at 5. Nomura Motosuke, Miura 
Gord, Shizuma Kensuke, Sugi Magoshichiro, Sugiyama Kotaro, 
Iliyashi Sansuke, Yamato Shichinojo, and Sakai Jird came to 
talk, 


15 April 1874 Cloudy. I visited Chó Sansu,® then called on 


"Oho Sansu (1833-1895), a man of Bungo province, came to Ghosha in 1860 to 
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Sasaki Sanshiró who was away. At 1 I went to the Home and 
Education Ministries, returning home at 4. I met Sasaki at the 
Home Ministry to discuss the situation in Tosa. Miura Goro, 
Sugiyama Kotaro, Nagayo Sensai, and Hiraoka Michiyoshi came 
to talk. Tonight I went to Fukui Jundo's? by invitation for the 
wedding reception. 

(Note) Lately Priest Joza of Chikuzen has come to visit me 
frequently; it was he who came to Shimonoseki ten years ago. 


16 April 1874 Fair. Miura Goro, Kodama Jun'ichiro, and 
Shizuma Kensuke came to visit. Several other visitors arrived 
one after another. At 11 I visited Cho Sansu, then I went to the 
Hamachó mansion to call on Sugi and Nagayasu. Sugi and I 
went to see Ise, but he was away. We took a boat to Mutsu Yono- 
suke’s;10 and he had several other visitors. At 10 I went to Ise’s 
inn, and stayed for the night. A letter came from Kubo Danzo. 
(Note) At 3 today, heavy hail. 


17 April 1874 Fair. At 11 I returned home. I was summoned 
to the Fukiage Gardens this evening, but declined to go on ac- 
count of my illness. Ise Sakae, Yamagata Kichinosuke, and 
Okudaira Nisui came to visit. 


18 April 1874 Fair. Sugi Magoshichiro came to visit. At 10 
I went to the Home Ministry to tell the Senior and Junior Deputy 
Ministers the essential reasons for my resignation; for it is im- 
portant that suspicions not be aroused. I then presented the 
Prime Minister, Sanjo Dajódaijin, with the resignation which I 


study with the Confucian scholar Tsuchiya Yanosuke. Later Cho lectured at the 
Meirinkan, the Chóshü domain school; and he entered the Kiheitai to fight at Shi- 
monoscki against the foreign powers in 1864. In 1868 he fought on the Echigo front, 
and participated in the capture of Aizu Castle. His positions in the Meiji bureaucracy 
related to education and editorial work. Always close to Kido, Cho edited a collection 
of poems on Kido’s death. 

9 Fukui Jundo (1830-1900) was physician to emperors from Komei through 
Meiji and Taisho, and a boon companion to Kido. 

10 Mutsu Yonosuke (1844-1897), or Munemitsu, became a member of the Genro- 
in, 1875-1878. He had resigned as head of the Land Tax Reform Office in 1874 in 
protest of Satsuma-Choshti domination of the government, being a native of Wa- 
kayama domain. We see here an effort of Kido to broaden the base of government. 
As Mutsu Munemitsu, he became Foreign Minister in the Ito Cabinet, 1092 1896, 


during which time Mutsu rid Japan of the unequal treaties and concluded the Treaty 
of Shimonoseki ending the Sino«Japanese War, 1804-1895, 
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had written out yesterday. The Prime Minister is such a sincere 
and truthful man that I was personally somewhat loath to repeat 
my arguments to him; but I could not keep my thoughts to myself. 
I related them in detail to Hijikata, the Chief Palace Archivist," 
and had him submit them to the Prime Minister. Hijikata!? has 
served Prince Sanjo for a number of years through the period of 
the national crisis. After 2 I went to the Education Ministry. 
Before 4 I met Sugi Magoshichiro by appointment. Nakano 
Goichi, Ise Sakae, and Yamagata Kichinosuke were present. We 
were informed about the recent situation in Hagi castletown; 
and I set forth some of my views about it. I returned home at 12. 

(Note) According to a telegram tonight, Prince Fushimi and 
Home Minister Okubo have left for Tokyo. 


19 April 1874 Fair. Ito Hirobumi, Yamagata Kydsuke, and 
Miura Gord came to talk. At 11 I went to the Home Ministry, 
then to the Education Ministry. From there I went directly to 
Hiraoka Heikichi's house for an appointment. Ito Hirobumi and 
Kikkawa Kenkichi were present. On the way back everybody went 
to the villa. Earlier Inoue Kobungo, Saiji and his wife, and my 
younger sister Haruko!? of the Kuribara family had come to visit. 


20 April 1874 Fair. Terada Ryosuke came to visit yesterday, 
bringing Major General Yamada's letter. As I was absent he came 
‘gain this morning to discuss the recent situation in Kyushu and 
conditions in Satsuma. After 10 I went to the Home and Educa- 
lion. Ministries. At the Education Ministry I went over the main 
points in my letter of resignation with the Senior, Middle, and 
Junior Deputy Ministers as I had for those officials at the Home 
Ministry. Yamamoto Seijüro, Sugiyama Kotaro, and Governor 
Nakano came to visit. Yokoyama Magoichird brought over some 
money, 


21 April 1874 Fair. I went to Somei with Matsu. Miura Goro 


U Dainaishi KYI. 

W Hijikata Hisamoto (1833-1918), a Tosa góshi, took an oath to Takechi Zuizan 
the celebrated "osa loyalist in 1861. Two years later Hijikata went to Mitajiri when 
the nevon exiled court nobles including Sanjo Sanetomi were there. : 

M Kuribara Haruko, a younger sister by the same mother as Kido, was particular! 
‘lowe to her brother, She was the mother of Kido's adopted son, Shojird, and of 
Kuribara Hikotard, the nephew studying in Amherst, Massachusetts, qe 
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and his wife, and Hiraoka joined us. Nakajima's family, Ise, 
Yamagata, Kumi, and Mutsu Yonosuke came. We returned home 
at 10. 


22 April 1874 Fair. Arichi Shinanojó came to visit. At 11 T 
went to the Home and Education Ministries, and withdrew at 
4. A letter came from Prince Sanjo yesterday, so I sent him a 
reply today. I also sent a letter to Itó concerning my resignation. 
I dispatched to all of the Imperial Councilors copies of my re- 
signation together with an accompanying letter, and requested 
prompt issuance of an official notice to that effect. 


23 April 1874 Rain. I went to the theatre with Matsu this 
morning. Ise, Yamagata, and Kumi also came. We returned home 
at 9. Ishikawa Kinsuke brought the money which I had loaned 
to Yoshiyama. A letter arrived from Kawase Shinko and his wife. 


24 April 1874 Nomura Yasushi and Kodama Junichiro came 
to visit. I met Fukubara Mataichi, and I was informed of the 
turbulent situation at Hagi Castle. I advanced my opinion on the 
matter. 

Having heard that Okubo had returned to Tokyo today, I 
went to his house, but he had not yet arrived. From there I went 
to the Home and Education Ministries, and withdrew before 4. 
I visited Sugi Magoshichiro, and we went to Sugiyama Kotaro's 
house together. (We were invited to Sugiyama's today.) I left 
there at 7, visited Seiko, and returned home about 9. Ise came to 
spend the night. 

(Note) There were a great many visitors today; but I did not 
receive any of them. Letters came from Kunishige Masafumi and 
Taniguchi Kiko. 


25 April 1874 Fair. Imperial Councilor Okubo returned to 
Tokyo yesterday, and came to see me today. I was informed of 
the state of affairs in Saga and in the Kyushu prefectures generally. 
I told him about developments here during his absence, and I 


14 Sugiyama Kotard (d. 1916), à Clhoshü samurai, studied with the Confucian 
scholar ‘Tsuchiya in Hagi, Later Sugiyama became a professor in the primary des 
partment of the Meirinkan School in Yamaguchi, In Tokyo he served with the 


Education Ministry and was a private secretary to Kido, an wan Cho Sanwa, 
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explained to him the purpose of my resignation from office. 

Yokoyama Magoichiro came to talk. At 11 I visited Okubo, 
then called on Moridera, but he was away. I wrote a letter to Ito 
at Moridera’s house. (There is a rumor afloat that a Yokohama 
newspaper will publish a story to the effect that the government 
is not informing the public about important matters connected 
with the Taiwan incident, so I reported the matter to Ito.) I 
returned home at 12. After 2 I visited Sugi Magoshichiro, but 
he was away. I went to Ise's, then took a boat ride on the Sumida 
River with him. We went up to the Mansion of Flowers, the Hana 
Yashiki; and on the way back we had supper at the Yaozen, and 
returned to Ise’s inn at 10. I stayed for the night. 


26 April 1874 Fair. I took a walk with Ise. We browsed in an 
art shop, then went to the Shinobazu Pond after 12, and had 
lunch at.... On the way back I visited Nagayo Sensai, and 
returned home at 4. Memorial services were held at Shishido’s 
today; and I went there with Ise and Katsura. I had not attended 
office since yesterday because of my pending resignation. But a 
mountain of official papers had been sent to my office, so I went 
there to take a look at them, and to affix my official seal. I had 
many visitors today. 

(Note) After 7 there was a hailstorm; the hailstones were more 
than half an inch!5 in diameter. 


27 April 1874 Fair. When I looked at my garden this morning, 
| observed that all of the tree leaves had been stripped away 
because of last night's hailstorm, and the pond was entirely 
covered as with a green carpet. A letter came from Ito Hirobumi 
nying that he had received the attached document on my behalf, 
n notice of my being relieved of office: 

Imperial Councilor Kido: 

Owing to the return of Home Minister Okubo to Tokyo, 
you are hereby relieved of the additional office of Home 
Minister. 

Grand Council of State, Dajokan 
27 April 1974. 
Alter 12 I went to Somei, and talked with Hiraoka and Naka- 
jima, 
1^ 7 or B bu Mp, 
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28 April 1874 Fair, Today Ito Hirobumi came during my 
absence in connection with my resignation, but happened to 
meet Sugi Magoshichiro. Sugi came to Somei immediately to 
tell me of Ito's opinion in detail; but I am unable to go along 
with Ito’s views. I had an appointment to go to Kano Jirosaku's 
house today. (It was formerly Hiraoka's mansion.) I went there 
with Sugi, Nakajima, and Hiraoka. I left there about 4, and went 
to a plant nursery in the neighborhood. I also looked at the garden 
of Chotaro, the nurseryman, and returned home. Nakajima and 
Hiraoka came to talk. 


29 April 1874 Fair. I returned home beforc 12. After 3 I went 
to Date's, to which place Sugi and Kinashi came to inform me 
of developments after I gave my reply to Sugi yesterday. I re- 
turned home at 10. Yoshida Uichiro's letter came. 

(Note) Naito Seitaro who has returned from the United States 
brought me a letter from my nephew Hikotaro. There was a 
strong wind after 12. 


30 April 1874 Fair, rain, then fair. Sugi Magoshichiro, Hira- 
hara Keisuke, and Okudaira Kazuma came to talk. I visited 
Moridera Tsunenori, Nagamatsu Chosuke, and 'Tanaka Kensuke, 
returning home at 9. I sent a letter to Hayashi Tomoyuki!® in 
regard to the Hirahara matter. I hear that Okubo left for Naga- 
saki yesterday in connection with the Taiwan problem. Nagata 
Keitaro who has returned from France came to visit today. 


19 Hayashi Tomoyuki (1823-1907), Clhoshü samurai, served as Assistant Home 
Minister under Home Minister Okubo Toshimicht in this period, 


1May 1874 Fair. Toda Saburo, Miura Goro, Tanaka Kensuke, 
Nomura Yasushi, Senior Deputy Home Minister Kawase, and 
Okudaira Seisuke came to talk with me. Oka TTakejiro who has 
arrived in Tokyo came to stay with me. I called on Nagayo 
Sensai and Sasaki Takayuki after 5, but they were absent. (Ta- 
kayuki has visited me several times, but I missed him each time.) 
I visited Shishido Tamaki and Senior Deputy Minister Kawase, 
but they were also absent. 


2May 1874 Fair. Hayashi Tomoyuki, Yamamoto Seijüro (who 
brought Sakurai’s report), Shizuma Kensuke, Nagayo Sensai, 
and Matsuoka Yüki came to visit me. I went to Somei at 2, ac- 
companied by Ise and Oka. Nakajima and Hiraoka came to 
visit. 


3 May 1874 Fair. The south wind was very strong. Sugi Ma- 
goshichiro came to stay at my place. I spent the whole day talking 
with friends. Nakajima and Hiroaka came to visit. At night, 
rain. 


4 May 1874 Fair. About 1 I went to Oji where I relaxed at the 
Ogiya, then went for a look at the fresh spring verdure on Asu- 
kayama? and along the Taki River, returning to my villa at 5. 
Shishido Tamaki came to visit. Hiraoka and Nakajima came to 
talk at night. 


5 May 1874 Fair. I took a walk in the Tabata area with Oka 
l'akejiró, returning to the villa at 12. Then Ito Hirobumi came 
to visit and we had a long talk. Having heard that Minister of the 


ne rua i um " 
! Sakurai had been sent on a reconnaissance mission of some kind. 
? Agukayama iy a park on an eminence south of Oji Station, noted for its cherry 
blomoms and azaleas, 


25 
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Left Shimazu’ is eager to see me, and plans to do so, I called on 
Sugi Magoshichiro on the way home, and charged him with 
conveying to His Lordship my refusa] to meet with him. Even if 
I were to see him, I could not change my mind; therefore, I have 
taken steps to forestall his visit. Hayashi Sansuke and Fukubara 
...came to talk; and I returned home at 9. 

(Note) Kaieda came twice during my absence as a messenger 
from Shimazu. 


6 May 1874 Fair. At 9 I called on Sakuma Ichisuke to charge 
him with presenting my letter to the Cabinet members tomorrow 
in order to expedite the decision on my resignation. From there 
I called on Ukita Hachiro, visited Aoki’s new house, and called at 
Shibusawa Ei'ichi's. Before 12 I went to Ise’s; and we proceeded 
together to Nagayasu Waso's place at his invitation. Ise, Kumi, 
Yamagata Kichinosuke, and Hiraoka . . . also attended. After 
the party I took a walk around the Ryógoku area with Sugi, 
returning home at 9. 


7 May 1874 Cloudy. Yamagata Kyosuke, Kodama Jun’ichiro, 
and Minomura Rizamon came to talk with me. After 2 I went 
to Somei, Kinashi Shin’ichi, Nagayasu Waso, Yamagata Kichi- 
nosuke, Nakajima Shiro, and Hiraoka Michiyoshi came to talk. 


8 May 1874 Wind and rain, clearing about 4. Nagayasu, who 
stayed last night, left this morning. Nakajima and Hiraoka 
came to talk; and Koriki came to visit. 


9 May 1874 Fair. Letters arrived from Shibusawa Ei'ichi and 
Mutsu Yonosuke. The day before yesterday Usui Yosuke in- 
formed me that my younger sister Kuribara Haruko has been ill 
in recent days; but that she considers it a minor ailment, and is 
not concerned. But I am exceedingly uneasy on hearing that it 
is in her chest. I sent Matsu, therefore, to have my sister ex- 
amined by Hoffman! immediately, My sister sent word that, 
because it was stormy yesterday, she will go to Hoffman's today. 


3 Shimazu Hisamitsu (1817-1887) was the cle facto ruler of Satsuma for the decade 


before the Meiji Restoration of 1868, He was noted for his extreme conservatism in the 
new Meiji government, a position which led to his departure from. office soon after- 
ward, 


“Theodor E. Hoffman, a German, founded the Medical College, later part ol 
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About 4 Ise came to visit; and we went to walk in the Yushima 
area together, then visited Seiko and went to Sugi’s. I went to... 
for dinner with Ise and Sugi, returning home before 10. 


10 May 1874 Fair. I visited Hiraoka and Nakajima in Somei, 
and took a short rest at my villa. About 4 I went to Sugi’s. I had 
heard that an objection has been raised to my resignation, and 
that permission has not yet been granted. The matter has not 
made any progress owing to the opposition of Minister of the Left 
Shimazu. I asked Sugi and Shika,® therefore, to relay my feelings, 
and to request prompt approval. About 5 Sugi and I walked to the 
Sesseiro for a farewell party for Governor Nakano. The place was 
packed with guests. On the way back Sugi and I stopped at a 
storyteller’s hall.9 I returned home at 12. 


11 May 1874 Cloudy. Miura Goro, Sahata Kensuke, Kodama 
Jun'ichiro, and Okudaira Nisui came to talk. Hida Hamagoro 
came to discuss the problem of Kashiwagi's resignation; and 
Yokoyama Magoichird came to discuss his private financial 
affairs. I went to Yokohama on the 2 o'clock train, and spent the 
night at Inoue's house while the master was away. Governor 
Nakajima came to talk. 


12 May 1874 Cloudy, then a misty rain. I visited Sato Yozo, 
(Chief of the Lighthouse Bureau) after 10. From there I strolled 
downtown, and returned to Inoue's at 12. I went to the station 
before 2, and happened to meet Governor Nakano there. (The 
ship for Hyogo did not sail today; therefore, we went for a walk in 


Kawasaki). 
I discussed with him the matter of Isahaya Sakujiro about 
whom a letter came last night. I met Masuda ... through Na- 


kano's introduction. Before 3 I went to the Takanawa mansion; 
but Lord Mori, Third Court Rank, Junior Grade, was away. 


Tokyo Imperial Univ ‘in the years 1871-1874 at a standard comparable to that 


of the University of Be ] 

d An alternate name for Ise Sakae, who is referred to as Ise Shosu earlier in the 
diary, 

o Hanashi«seki Wil. Rakugo, a popular form of comic monologue, was performed 
there, In rakugo the storyteller creates imaginary drama through narration and vocal 
and facial expressions for the different characters, using only a towel and fan as props, 
while engaging in a dialogue with the audience, 
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I went to Sugi Magoshichiro's, then visited Ise Sakae, returning 
home at 10. 


13 May 1874 Cloudy, then rain. Nomura Yasushi and Yama- 
gata Kydsuke came to talk. After 10 I went to Toyoni in Shi- 
mosa with Minomura; Isoemon and Masataro accompanied us. 
On the way we passed through Nagareyama village. When I 
went to Mito in the past, I went by way of Matsudo; so though 
I had heard of Nagareyama, today was the first time I had gone 
there. Toyoni is about four miles? beyond. Mitsui has opened up 
several thousand acres of land here; and we spent the night in 
their branch office. 

Masataro came after 7 with an official letter which had arrived 
in my absence. It was a notice from the Bureau of Ceremonies to 
appear at the Imperial Palace at 2 today. But as I had come here 
instead, I was unable to do anything about it. I decided to leave 
tomorrow morning and return to Tokyo by 12. Then another 
messenger came to report that Kodama Aijiro had received orders 
in my stead: 

Imperial Councilor and Education Minister Kido Taka- 
yoshi: In accordance with your request, you are hereby 
relieved of your principal office, as well as your additional 


office. 
13 May 1874 


Kido Takayoshi, Third Court Rank, Junior Grade: You 
are ordered to serve in the Ministry of the Imperial 
Household. Moreover, you will be given the salary of a First 
Rank official; and your presence will be required at Court 
as before. 
13 May 1874 
The two letters read as above. 
I was told that there had been many visitors this morning. 


14 May 1874 Cloudy, a misting rain, then clear. We left the 
Mitsui branch office for Konosu at 9, a distance of about four 
miles. We looked over the land being developed, then went to 
Nagareyama, about five miles distant. We arrived in Konodai at 


about 2 by way of Matsudo. Under the guidance of a priest of 


7 One and a half ri HL, One ri equals 2,44 miles, 
"Two ri 
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Soneiji temple, we looked over an old battlefield on which the 
Satomi family? fought. The view of Tokyo from there was superb; 
and we relaxed at the Ichikawa Inn at the foot of the hill. I took 
a short rest at Minomura's, visited Sugi, and went on to Ise’s. 
At Ise's invitation I went to a tea ceremony conducted by the tea 
master ... Among the rare articles which we viewed today was 
a painting by Liang K'ai!? (an artist who lived in China between 
the Sung and Yuan dynasties), the painting having a seal indicat- 
ing ownership by Shogun Ashikaga Yoshimitsu,!! transmission to 
Oda Nobunaga,!? then to Shogun Ieyasu,!? and to the Tokugawa 
family of Kii province. At present it is owned by the Tokugawa of 
Kii. There was also a chest of tea utensils which had been owned 
by Rikyū.!4 I returned home at 11. 

Letters from Ito Hirobumi, Yamada Akiyoshi (who returned 
to Tokyo today), Moridera Tsunenori, Nakai Kozo, Kashiwa- 
mura Kazuma, Nomura Yasushi, and Kodama Jun’ichird had 
arrived during my absence. Many visitors have called lately. 


15 May 1874 Fair. Yamada Akiyoshi and Miura Gord came to 
visit. I was informed of the recent situation in Kyushu and in 
Yamaguchi prefecture by Yamada. At 9 I went to the Imperial 


9 The Satomi were daimyo of the Period of the Country at War, sengoku jidai, flour- 
ishing from 1417 to 1622. They sided with Tokugawa Ieyasu in 1600, but were im- 
plicated in a plot against him in 1614. 

1? Liang K'ai (fl. before 1246) was an important Chinese painter of the Southern 
Sung dynasty (1125-1279). As painter-in-attendance on the Ning-tsung Emperor, 
1201-1204, he had the Golden Girdle conferred upon him. His famous painting 
of “Li Po Chanting a Poem” captures the exhiliration of the poet in just a few strokes. 
Since this painting is the best-known work of Liang K’ai in Tokyo, perhaps Kido 
observed that very work. James Cahill, Chinese Painting (Skira, 1960), 90, 98. 

11 Ashikaga Yoshimitsu (1358-1408) was the powerful third shogun (r. 1368-1395) 
of the Ashikaga line. He was remembered for having sent embassies to China as tribute 
missions, receiving the title of King of Japan from the Chinese Emperor. The Kinka- 
kuji, or Golden Pavillion, was built by him as a retreat on the northwest side of 
Kyoto. 

12 Oda Nobunaga (1534-1582) was the prime mover in the unification of Japan. 
He was remembered as a “cruel and callous brute,” to use the words of Sir George 
Sansom, but Nobunaga also had genuine accomplishments to his credit—the building 
of the first great castle, Azuchi, and the unification of half the nation. 

13 Tokugawa Ieyasu (1542-1616) founded the last line of hereditary shoguns, hold- 
ing the title himself from 1603 to 1605. 

14 Sen no Rikyū (1522-1591) founded the Sen school of tea ceremony. As tea- 
ceremony officiant for Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Rikyū supervised the famous outdoor tea 


ceremony at Kitano Shrine in 1587. For mysterious reasons he was ordered by Hi- 
deyoshi to commit suicide in 1591, perhaps for erecting a life-sized statue of himself, 
for refusing his daughter to Hideyoshi, or for charging exorbitant prices for tea 


veneln, 
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Palace for an audience with the Emperor. Prince Sanjo and 
Lord Tokudaiji were in attendance on the Emperor; and Prince 
Sanjo notified me that I should attend my office daily to render 
assistance to the Emperor. I withdrew at 11 to visit the Ministers 
of State Sanjo, Shimazu, and Iwakura, returning home at 2. 
Ise Sakae, Okudaira Nisui, Miura Goro, Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Oka Shüsetsu, Sugiyama Takatoshi, and Nomura Motosuke 
came to visit. Ise and I went to Aoki’s, and I returned home at 1. 
(I went there at Aoki’s invitation.) 
(Note) Nomura stayed for the night. 


16 May 1874 Fair, then cloudy. Kinashi Shin'ichi, Senior 
Deputy Minister Kawase, Miura Goro, Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Minami Teisuke, and Nomura Yasushi came to visit. I went 
out at 4 to call on Yamada Akiyoshi, to go to Ise’s, and to visit 
Sugi Magoshichiro, going back to Ise's, then to the ... rō with 
Ise. Sugi Magoshichird and Kinashi Shin'ichi came along with 
us. I went back to Ise’s at 12, and stayed overnight there. 


17 May 1874 Fair. Sakuma Ichisuke, Sakai Jiro, Fukuda ..., 
Ariyoshi Shohei, Minomura Rizaemon, and Fukubara Kyosuke 
came to talk. Yamada Akiyoshi and Nagayo Sensai also came to 
visit. At 10 I went to the Palace to attend an Imperial conference. 
After 12 I viewed the Palace garden, and withdrew before 4. I 
called on Okubo, but he was away. From there I went to the 
Takanawa mansion to visit Yamao, Nomura, and Ito, returning 
home about 7. 


18 May 1874 Fair. At 9 I went to the normal school, the Shihan 
Gakko, inasmuch as His Majesty the Emperor paid a visit to the 
school today. After visiting the normal school, His Majesty 
went on to the primary school. I was delighted to observe the pro- 
gress which the children are making in their studies. After 12 His 
Majesty went on to the exhibition at Seido where several hundred 
famous paintings were on display. Among them were some of the 
most valuable pieces in the nation—calligraphy by Kobo;!° a 


15 Kobo Daishi (774-835), also known as Kukai, was a Buddhist priest and founder 
of the Shingon sect with its practice of esoteric Buddhist meditation, and its monastic 
center on Mount Koya, He was the supposed inventor of kana; and he originated the 
eightyselght temple pilgrimage on Kyushu, 
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picture album by Toba;!9 a poem from the brush of Minamoto 
no Yorimasa,!? Third Court Rank; and the Autumn Clover Scroll18 
of poems by Ono no Tofu.!? His Majesty returned to the Palace 
after 2. 

I left the school at 3, visited Miura on the way back, and re- 
turned home at 3:30. I visited Nakai Kozo about 5, and re- 
turned home before 10. 


19 May 1874 Fair. Yamamoto Seijüro came to visit. (He told 
me that Sakurai Torataro had written him that he had con- 
tracted a loan from a certain Sushi in Mie prefecture.) Governor 
Kashiwagi of Ashigara prefecture,? Arichi Shinanojo, Sugi 
Magoshiciro, Sugiyama Kotaro, Aoki Shüzo, Sakuma Seisuke, 
Moridera Tsunenori, Mitoya Shichiro (who told me of the recent 
incident in Saga, and gave me a detailed account of the capture 
of Shima Dan'emon in Kagoshima, and the capture of Eto 
Shimpei# and others in Tosa). Shimada Sukeshichi and Amano 
Masayo came to visit. Naito Seitaro who has recently returned 
from America told me about those close to my nephew Hikotaro. 

Lord Mori, Third Court Rank, Junior Grade, of the Takanawa 
mansion came to talk. Today I went to Fukuba Bisei's?? house at 
3 at his invitation. Kato Kozo, Motoda (Eifü),? and Saito ... 
had gathered. Fukuba, Kato, and Motoda instruct the Emperor 


16 Toba Sójó (1053-1140), painter and priest of the Tendai sect, is associated with 
the iconography of Buddhism, and with the lively and humorous paintings which 
depict priests as money-grubbing frogs and the like. Ann Yonemura, “Toba Sjö,” 
in Itasaka Gen, ed., Encyclopedia of Japan, 9 vols. (Tokyo, Kodansha, 1983), VIII, 
31-32. 

17 Minamoto no Yorimasa (1104-1180), military aristocrat and poet of the Heian 
period, was the sole Minamoto in a Taira Court, but was killed with Prince Mochihito 
in the struggle which launched the Gempei War (1180-1185), as he defected from the 

aira. 

18 Akihagi-maki £K3k4&. 

10 Ono no Tofu (894-966), calligrapher of the Heian period, was the founder of 
Japanese-style calligraphy. 

%0 Part of present-day Kanagawa prefecture. 

Eto Shimpei (1834-1874), Saga samurai, was an important member of the 
Meiji government until his resignation as a member of the War Party after the Cabinet 
crisis of October 1873. Eto served as Governor of Tokyo Metropolitan Prefecture, 
Vice Minister of Education, and Minister of Justice in which role he unified police 
laws, and began codification of the civil code. 

9? Pukuba Bisei (1831-1907) of Tsuwano domain was well read in the National 
Learning, or kokugaku, and held a position in the Office of Shinto Worship. 

? Motoda Nagazane (1818-1891), also known as Eifü, was a Kumamoto samurai 
who had studied with Yokoi Shonan, He became tutor to the Emperor Meiji in 1871, 
and a court adviser in 1886, representing the conservative faction at court, 
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in his studies. They are anxious about his progress; so taking 
advantage of my service in the Imperial Household, they asked 
me to make certain that his study schedule is better organized, 
and to assist him in directing more serious attention to his studies. 
I gave them my opinions, and all agreed; therefore, I have decided 
to report our findings directly to the Throne. 

I left at 9. On the way back I visited Sakuma Seisuke, and re- 
turned home before 10. 

(Note) Mitoya has recently returned to Tokyo from Kyushu. 


20 May 1874 Rain. Sugiyama Kotaro, Shimada Sukeshichi, 
and Sugi Magoshichiro came to visit. At 10 I went to the Ministry 
of the Imperial Household to attend a conference before the 
Throne. After the conference, in compliance with His Majesty’s 
wishes, I used my brush to do my recent poem and an old prov- 
erb. After withdrawing I gave my opinions to the Minister of the 
Imperial Household, the Grand Chamberlain, and the Imperial 
Tutors; and, as they had no objection, I went into the Imperial 
Presence to report as follows: 

In consideration of the state of affairs in Japan, there will be 
nothing but the Imperial authority to protect the people of Japan 
for the next ten or twenty years; consequently, you must, Your 
Majesty, exert yourself more than ever to fulfill your divinely 
appointed task. [The following sixteen lines are blank in the 
original diary.] 

Katsura Taro. 


21 May 1874 Fair. Oka Giemon and Kodama Aijiro came to 
visit. At 10 I went to Somei with Kodama. Nakai Kozo, Sugi 
Magoshichiro, Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, Tanaka Kensuke, Nomura 
Motosuke, Nagayo Sensai, Mokurai, Yamada Ichinojo, Nomura 
Yasushi [about five characters are missing] gathered, talked 
leisurely, and drank a bit. Fukuchi, Yamada, Nomura Motosuke, 
and Mokurai stayed for the night. 


22 May 1874 Fair. All of my guests departed one by one. 
At 12 I returned home. Katsura had a quarrel with his wife over 


their marriage, and she left him.24 I was told that Miura Goro 


M The quarrel was over Katsura's mistrem whom he refused to give up, The new wife 
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came during my absence to talk about the matter. After 1 I went 
to Ayase's, and took a boat ride on the Sumida River with Tanaka 
of the Education Ministry, Nomura Motosuke, Kuki ... ,and 
Nagayo Sensai; and I took a walk to Mukojima before going back 
to Ayase's house. We drank and talked, the most convivial time 
I have had lately. At 11 I returned home. 


23 May 1874 Fair. I went to the Imperial Palace at 10, with- 
drawing at 2. On the way home I called on Kinashi Shin'ichi, 
but he was absent. Jindai and Narazaki came to visit; and I took 
à walk to the Asakusa area about 5, and visited Yamada Akiyoshi. 
I returned home at 8. A letter came from Torio. 


24 May 1874 Fair. Fukubara Kyosuke, Aoki Shüzo, and 
Kimura Fumie came. I visited Watanabe Noboru at 10, and went 
directly to the Imperial Palace from there. I took leave of His 
Majesty to return to my native province, and withdrew at l. 
On the way back I visited Sahata and Nishioka, and returned to 
my house. Matsu and I went to the Takanawa mansion at 4 (by 
appointment). Prior to this I visited Ito and talked with him for 
an hour, returning home at 12. 

(Note) We dined with Lord Mori, his wife, his mother, and 
others. 


25 May 1874 Rain, then fair. I left for Yokohama at 11. Mutsu 
Yonosuke, Nakajima Sakutaro, and Sahata happened to be on 
the same train. We dined and talked together at the Sanoshige. 
| paid visits to the Ministers of England,?5 Belgium, and France,?6 
and returned to Tokyo at 6. From there I visited the Ministers of 
Germany?’ and the United States,28 then called on Okubo and 
Shishido. I returned home at 10. About twenty visitors had come 
in my absence. 


26 May 1874 Fair. Ito Hirobumi, Hayashi Hanshichi, Shishido 
Tamaki, Fukuba Bisei, Miura Gord, Otori Sesso, Yamagata 


lelt him, but eventually they were reconciled. (Professor Uno Shun'ichi, Chiba Uni- 
versity, to translator.) 

9^ Sir Harry S. Parkes, 

" G, Berthemy, 

W? Maximilian von Brandt, 


"i Jonathan A, Bingham, 
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Kichinosuke, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Oka Giemon, Kodama 
Jun’ichiro, Toda Saburo, Minomura Rizaemon, Oshima Tomo- 
nojó, and more than thirty other friends came to visit. 

I went to see Kuroda, Vice Director of the Colonization 
Department, Prince Sanjo, and Lord Iwakura. Only Prince Sanjo 
was home, so I talked with him at his official residence for a long 
time. I also visited Shiba Eisuke. On my return I stopped to see a 
bonsai exhibition. I happened to meet Kinashi Shin'ichi, Naga- 
matsu Bunsuke, and Komatsu ... I went to Komatsu's house, 
and returned home at 5. Visitors arrived continuously. 


27 May 1874 Fair, then rain. Kuroda Ryosuke came to discuss 
the recent situation, and told of a great many troublesome mat- 
ters. At 1 I departed, and nearly a hundred people came to see me 
off. About twenty came as far as Yokohama to send me off. 
Governor Nakajima came to visit; and Ito Hirobumi came to 
report on recent developments in the government. At night I 
wrote a letter to send to Minister of the Left Shimazu. 

Yesterday I wrote down the main ideas of my report in the 
Imperial Presence, and submitted the document through Sugi 
Magoshichiro. 

(Note) I stayed overnight at the Fükiro in Yokohama. 


28 May 1874 Fair. I took leave of my companions at Yokohama, 
had the noon meal in Oiso at 3, and reached Yumoto at 7. As the 
Fukuzumi Inn was booked full, I stayed at the Edoya. I happened 
to meet Shohin who had been to Tokyo, and was staying here. 
I charged Kashiwagi with sending a messenger to Tokyo in order 
to summon Kyüsai. 

Governor Kashiwagi and Prefectural Councilor Katori sent 
Uchiyama Kangoro with cakes and fruit. 


29 May 1874 Rain. Kashiwagi and Katori came to visit; and 
we talked leisurely for a long time. This morning I moved to the 
Fukuzumi, thanks to the proprietor's efforts since last night. A 
piece of calligraphy by Lord Yodo was hung in the alcove there; 
and it moved me to write a Chinese poem: 
I took shelter from the wind and rain in an 
inn by a mountain torrent, 
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Must it not have been six years ago that last 
I visited this place? 
I chanced to see on the wall a poem by my 
friend who has departed this life. 
I could not but shed tears before I finished reciting this poem. 


30 May 1874 Rain. We left Yumoto before 10, and had the noon 
meal at the Mataharaya in Hakone at 1. Old Kadota came to visit. 
At the peak of the mountain we could not see an inch before our 
faces on account of the fog, but several hundred yards down from 
the summit the fog had cleared, and at the foot of the mountain 
there was no mist at all. A reply had come from Seiho at 2 last 
night, so we waited for Kyüsai this morning. At 5 we reached 
Mishima; Okada ... of Nirayama came to meet us. We relaxed 
for a short time at the house of Sekoroku, the steward. In his 
garden there is a rock which Fukushima Masanori?? is said to have 
lifted in times gone by. A long strip of paper bearing a waka poem 
by Yoshinobu? was hung in the alcove. 

How unbearable! 

No sooner do leaves and grass 

give signs of the breeze 

‘Than the fireflies scatter, 

The evening mist obscures. 

We left there before long, and reached Numazu after 6, staying 
at the inn of Izumiya Hikoshiro. 

(Note) Fukui Jundo left us to return to Tokyo; and I en- 
trusted him with my letters for Tokyo. Among them were letters 
to my younger sister Kuribara Haruko, Moridera, and Yokoyama 
Magoichiro. 


Sl May 1874 Fair. Kyüsai arrived about 6; he had stayed in 
Mishima last month, he said. We started at 7; and, between Hara 
and Yoshiwara, we happened to encounter Fukubara Sanzō who 
was on his way east. I took the new road for the first time, going 
directly to Kama without passing through Yoshiwara post-town. 


w Fukushima Masanori (1561-1624) was a general who served Toyotomi Hideyo- 
ahl, Be ‘hoolehild n Japan read of his feats. 

oa l'okugawa Yoshinobu (1037-1913), fifteenth and last shogun in the Tokugawa 
line, had retired to Shizuoka, Kido's destination, 
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At | we took the noon meal at the Kashiwaya in Kurasawa, 
and took a short rest in Koyoshida at 3, reaching Shizuoka at 4, 
and took rooms at the Oban’ya (staying in the Bummeiko, or 
Hall of Civilization). At night I walked downtown and purchased 
some antiques and old paintings at Isesaku’s in Gofuku-machi. 


June 


1 June 1874 Fair. We left Shizuoka at 6. I chanced to meet 
Ito Hirobumi’s mother. At 10 we crossed the Oi River, took a 
short rest at the Koizumiya in Nakayama, and took the noon 
meal at the Higashiya in Hisaka after 12. We reached Mitsuke 
at 5, and took rooms at the Isshinko, or Hall of the Restoration, 
in the Oedoya. 

(Note) A bridge has been built across the Abe River. It is 580 
yards! in length. I entrusted Fujii Seitaro with letters to Sugi 
Magoshichiro and Tanaka Fujimaro. 


2 June 1874 Fair. We started at 5:30, crossed the Imagiri before 
10, and arrived at Arai at 11. As we could not hire jinrikisha, we 
went to Shirasuka on foot. I suffered very much from the pain 
caused by my shoes. In Shirasuka we had lunch in the house of 
^ man named Yanagiya Matashichi. He served us some fresh 
fish which were delicious. We reached Akasaka at 6, and stayed 
at the Bummeiké, or Hall of Civilization, in the Yoneya. 

(Note) A fire broke out in Hamamatsu Station on April 27. 
‘The station was burned almost completely, and about 3,000 
houses were also burned down, we were told. 


3 June 1874 Fair. We left Akasaka after 5. I purchased some 
lie-dyed fabrics at Arimachi at 12, had the noon meal at Narumi, 
and reached Miya after 1, staying at the Nagatoya. 

About 3 we went to Nagoya to see the exhibition. A great 
many of the items on display had little to do with the main pur- 
pose of the exhibition. It was held at the Higashi Honganji 
temple, Kihara... came to visit. 


4 June 1874 Fair, We left Miya at 7, and crossed the sea to 


! 900 ken, 


M 
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Yokkaichi at 2. At the fork in the road, we took the way to Ise, 
going to Ueno post-town where we stayed at the Kadoya. 


5 June 1874 Fair. We left Ueno after 5, had lunch at the Yana- 
giya of the Shinchaya at 12. We worshipped at the Outer Shrine 
of Ise? before 2, then went to the Juümonjiya at Myoken-machi 
after 2. Presently we worshipped at the Inner Shrine. On the 
way back we saw some lifelike dolls of papier-máché and craft 
goods of seashell. We returned to our inn at 5. 

I sent letters to the Minister of the Imperial Household, Fukui 
Jundo, my home in Tokyo, Fujii Seitard, and Kikkawa Sobei. 

At night we went to the Bizenya to see the ulamai song and 
dance. (The utamai here has been famous since olden times.) 


6 June 1874 Fair. This morning I did several pieces of cal- 
ligraphy on request. We departed after 6, took the noon meal in 
Tsu, and from there took the road to Seki, reaching Seki post- 
town after 5. Before leaving Tokyo I heard rumors of continuing 
plots to assassinate me; and Hiraoka, Shishido, and others warned 
me to be careful. Quite a few people were of the opinion that I 
should take the sea route to Kyoto. I felt reluctant to change my 
itinerary on account of this, however, and took the Tokaido 
deliberately. Inasmuch as reports had it that assassins were lying 
in ambush along the Ise road, I went along it to worship at both 
of the Ise shrines, and returned along the road through Ise prov- 
ince. I did scout out the situation along the road, but did not 
perceive anything unusual. 


7 June 1874 Fair. We left before 6, and had lunch at Minakuchi 
at 12, and reached Ishibe at 2. We met Yamada... between 
Ishibe and Kusatsu. Ito Hirobumi had sent him out specially to 
meet me. He left Tokyo on the 3rd, arrived in Kyoto yesterday, 
then came here looking for me. Yamada reports that Ise Shin- 
zaemon has recently been assigned to Tokyo; and that he has 
gone there with his wife and children. Yamada also said that he 
had met Ise Sakae in Kyoto. 


2 The Ise shrines are among the two or three most important holy edifices in Shinto, 
The Outer Shrine (which dates from the fifth century A.d.), is dedicated to Toyouke 
Daijin, the god of food, clothing, and housing. The Inner Shrine (from the third 
century) ia dedicated to Amaterasu Omikami, the mythical ancestor of the Imperial 


amily, symbolized in the shrine by the Sacred Mirror, 
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We arrived at Kusatsu before 5, and stayed at Fujiya Yozae- 
mon's. His wife is a childhood friend of Matsu’s. 

On reading Ito Hirobumi's letter, I learned that it has been 
rumored about Tokyo that I was assassinated on the road to Ise. 
It seems that Ito sent Yamada here specially out of his concern 
over that matter; and he advised me to be on my guard. I was a 
bit relieved to hear Ito's answer to my inquiry about the matter 
of Minister of the Left Shimazu's relations with Okubo, the 
problem we discussed in Yokohama the other day. Ito said that, 
according to reliable reports, China sent an envoy to Taiwan 
when fighting began, and Saigo started to withdraw his forces. 
(I wonder if this means a truce?) China has also sent an envoy to 
Japan; the emissary is an Englishman named Hart! who is now 
employed by China as Inspector-General of the Maritime Cus- 
toms. 


8 June 1874 Fair. We left Kusatsu before 7 to go to Yahase 
village, where we hired a boat and crossed the lake to Otsu, 
arriving before 10. We entered Kyoto by bamboo palanquin. 
Namba Tsune ...came to meet us on the way. I called on Ise 
once, but he was away. I chanced to meet Fujii Benzo, who has 
been ill and has come to Kyoto for the sake of his health. He 
looks very pale. I had heard that Nagayo Sensai has arrived in 
Kyoto, so I recommended that Fujii put himself under the doc- 
tor’s care. 

We arrived at our house at No. 5 Lane, in Kiya-machi. Ise, 
Makimura, Kunishige, Kimura, and Kumagaya Sanshi showed 
up in due course. At dusk I took a walk in Saiwai-cho, and looked 
at the changing landscape. Kyükyodo's brothers came to meet 
me; so I took a short rest at their home, then talked for a long 


3 Troops had been dispatched from Nagasaki to Taiwan to punish the aborigines 
in late April and early May. It was over this issue that Kido, an opponent of ex- 
sion, left government. The Taiwan affair was, says Marlene J. Mayo, “a safety 
-.” “It was not for glory, prestige, or security so much as for diversion of shizoku 
rancor," triggered by the Iwakura assassination attempt and the Saga insurrection. 
“The Korean Crisis of 1873 and Early Meiji Foreign Policy,” Journal of Asian Studies, 
XXXI (August, 1972), 818-819. 

^ Sir Robert Hart (1835-1911) had become a British consular official in China in 
1854; and he held the post of Inspector-General from 1863 to 1907. Not only did he 
oversee the collection of the customs on behalf of the Ch'ing dynasty, but he set up an 
Interpreters College, promoted the study of international law, charted the coasts of 
China, established the post office, and (for his own amusement) maintained a brass 
band. 
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time, returning home after 8. Ise and Tomita Tessai had been 
waiting for me. 

Letters came from Sugi Magoshichiro (two letters, one a 
reply to my letter which was mailed from Mitsuke), Kawase 
Tonoe, Fujii Seitaro, Nishijima, and Seiho—and letters from 
Europe and America from Kawase Shinko, Shinagawa Yajiro, 
Masaki Taizo, and Hattori Ichizo (who is in America.) All were 
sent from Tokyo. 


9 June 1874 Fair. Nagayo Sensai came to visit, bringing No- 
mura Motosuke’s letter. Early this morning I went to the Shrine 
to the War Dead, or Shokonja, on Mount Reizen.’ Kunishige 
Tadafumi, Ise Sakae, Makimura Hankuro, Kimura Genzo, Old 
Kyükyo, and Ishida... [The following is blank.] 

Kimura Genzo took me to look over the mansion which he has 
just bought. At 3 I went to Ise’s; and we took a walk in Teramachi 
together, going to Kyükyodo's to look at some old tea utensils, 
and at some old calligraphy and paintings. We had some drinks, 
talked, then went to Shiraishi Gohei’s. He had invited us over 
today; and he took us to Kawatsuki...where we drank and 
talked some more. At 9 I returned home. Besides Ise, Kimura 
Genzo, Hojo . . . [The following is blank. ] 


10 June 1874 Fair. Ise, Makimura, Kimura, Ishida, and Raizan 
came to visit; and I went off with Makimura and Kimura to an 
exhibition being held at the Imperial Palace, in the Omiya 
Palace, and the Sento Palace. (In the Imperial Palace there were 
a number of old and new utensils, fabrics, yarns, mineral ores, 
old and new pottery, copperware, papers, and lacquerware. 
Among the historical relics were Takeda Shingen's helmet? and 
Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s? Chinese-style hat of the T’ang era. In the 
Omiya Palace were a machine saw, a cotton weaving machine, 
an iron cutter, an iron drill, and various other machines from the 


3 The mountain overlooks Kyoto on its eastern side; and it was Kido's choice fo rhis 
yt 


own burial place later. . 
6 Takeda Shingen (1521-1573), a prominent sengoku daimyo, overthrew his own fa- 


ther to become shugo of Kai province in 1541, and later invaded Shinano province 
becoming shugo there in 1559, Until his death he fought a es of epic but pointless 
battles with Uesugi Kenshin of Echigo. A legend about Shingen's death was the basis 
for director Kurosawa Akira’s film "The Shadow Warrior” (Aagemusha) in 1981, 
7'Toyotomi Hideyoshi (1597-1598) was the warlord of humble origins who com» 


pleted national unification, He was much admired by Kido, 


MEYJI 7, JUNE 41 


West, as well as reproductions of Western paintings. In the Sento 
Palace were mounted birds and animals. All of it was arranged 
so that visitors could make a tour of the Imperial Gardens while 
they looked into the exhibit rooms from out of doors. The garden 
of the Sento Palace was likewise arranged this way. In the central 
garden were many old trees; and the pond had the look of age 
about it—as if this were a garden located in the mountains. It was 
the first time that I had walked around to inspect it.) I had the 
noon meal at the Imperial Palace; and there I chanced to meet 
Old Kyükyo and the son and heir of the Mitsui family. At 4 I 
returned home, and was caught in the rain, Maeda Shokaku and 
Nagayo Sensai came to visit. Nagayo and I went to Makimura’s; 
and from there I went to Ise's. Yamanaka Seiitsu, Rai Shiho,... , 
Hakuo, Okamoto..., Ema Tenko, Tomioka Tessai, Hojo, Shi- 
raishi, and Kyükyo were present. At their request, I scribbled 
several pieces of my inferior calligraphy on paper. I returned 
home and went to bed at 11. 

(Note) This morning Yamada... left for Tokyo; and I en- 
trusted him with letters to Ito Hirobumi, Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Nomura Motosuke, Kawase Hideji, Moridera..., Hiraoka, 
Nakajima, Fujii Seitaro, and Yamamoto Seijüro. Inoue Segai's 
letter came; and I answered it immediately. According to the 
letter, Hiraoka, Nomura Yasushi, Kodama Ainosuke, and Naka- 
mura Yoshijiró were worried about my safety, and wanted to 
send a reliable man to protect me. I firmly refused this. 

Yoshisuke returned to Kyoto. 


11 June 1874 Fair. Ise Sakae, Makimura Hankuro, Nagayo 
Sensai, Ishida . .., and Raizan came to visit. At 10 I went to the 
Umemiya with Ise and Kimura (the first time I have gone there). 
From there we went to the construction site of the paper mill, and 
we met the German .... Moreover, we happened to meet Sato 
Rintard; and I gained a general understanding of the state of the 
construction from him. From there we went to Arashiyama. 
Shiraishi Gohei had come ahead of us, and had broiled some 
ayu,® or sweetfish; and we had it for our meal. We then took a 
boat ride on the river; (and we were caught in the rain aboard 
the boat), I returned home at 9. In addition to the foregoing, 


"Phe ayu, a tasty fish which lives in rivers, is indigenous to Japan, 
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Kunishige Tadafumi, Kumagaya Sanshiro, and my nephew 
Yoshisuke? gathered at my place. 

(Note) A letter came from Inoue Segai, saying that he had 
made arrangements for me at an inn in Osaka. Matsu and Kumi 
accompanied me. 


12 June 1874 Fair. Maeda Shokaku, Raizan, Makimura Han- 
kuró, and Nagayo Sensai came to talk. I went to Kimura's house 
at 11, and took a look at the interior of the house. As he leaves 
for Osaka tonight, I entrusted him with a letter for Inoue Segai. 
On the way back I was caught in a rainstorm. 

Kawakita Yoshijiro and Miura Yasujiro, having returned to 
Yamaguchi prefecture on their way back from Kyushu, came up 
to Kyoto today especially to see me. We talked for a while; and 
they told me that Yamaguchi prefecture is sending Yokoyama 
Ikuta and Ochiai up to meet me. Accompanied by Makimura, 
Matsu and I went to . . . after 8 to see a performance of traditional 
dance.!? It was already 1 when we returned. 


13 June 1874 Fair, Kawakita and Miura came to talk with me 
about the present situation in Kyushu and Yamaguchi prefectures. 
There are a great many undesirable aspects to it. I look to the 
future with a bit of anxiety. Presently, Yokoyama Ikuta and 
Ochiai... came to visit. They brought Governor Nakano’s 
letter. Narushima, Yanagiura, and Ise also came to visit. After 
11 I went to Ise’s; and with Makimura, Ise, and Nagayo went to 
the Jokojo, or Women’s Red Silk Factory, in Gion after 2 to ob- 
serve needlework, weaving, embroidery, knitting machines, and 
other handicrafts. We also went to a cocoonery, a hospital, and a 
tea factory. The tea factory was in the Shoden'in. We saw Oda 
Yüraku's! teahouse at this temple. Calendars for the Manji 
(1658-1661), Jokyo (1684-1688), and Empo (1673-1681) periods 
which had been pasted on the wall at the time were still there. 
Some of the oldest calendars had been covered up, we were told. 
This temple was done in the most refined taste. From there we 


9 Wada Yoshisuke (ca. 1838-1910) was the son of Kido's eldest half-sister Suteko, 
and head of the Wada family into which Kido was originally born. 

10 Bukyoku Mp ll}. 

! Oda Yüraku (1546-1621) was a younger brother of Oda Nobunaga, an expert 
AL ton ceremony, and later in the nervice of Toyotomi Hideyoshi, 
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went to Kiyomizu, and on to the houses of the potters Seift!? and 
Dohachi.? On the way back we went through the compound of 
Otani temple to Higashiyama where we visited the potter... 
(Next door was the Akebonotei; and I met the old couple who 
run it.) At 8 we went to the Nakamuraya, where Makimura 
treated us to Western food. Matsu also came. We returned home 
after 11. 


14 June 1874 Fair. Shiraishi Gohei, Miura Yoshijiro, Ise Sakae, 
Makimura, and Nagayo came to visit. Makimura, Nagayo, and 
I went to the ... primary school. [The following is blank.] On 
the way back I stopped in at a photography studio, returning 
home at 1. 

It was in 1870, the Year of the Horse, that the mutineers in 
Choshü rose up. I took charge of matters, and brought about 
suppression of the incident. The ringleaders were administered 
severe punishment; and the common soldiers who followed blindly 
along, without understanding of the issues, were deprived of their 
Merit Award Stipends!4 on account of their complicity. At the 
time there was some discussion that the pensions should be re- 
stored in the future when the soldiers displayed penitence and 
behaved themselves. Afterwards the domains were abolished, 
and discussion of the question was cut off. Their plight deserves 
a great deal of sympathy; therefore, I wrote Ito Hirobumi and 
Sugi Magoshichiro in some detail about Yamaguchi prefecture's 
disposition of the matter, the justice of restoring the Merit Award 
Stipends, and the objectionable actions of the Finance Ministry 
in regard to this matter. 

(Note) Sumiya Naojiro from Izushi!5 came to see me, having 
heard the report that I was assassinated on the road to Ise the 
other day. 

I went to Makimura's today, and talked to his father for a long 


fū was the name of a family of Kyoto potters. The founder of the family had 
been a disciple of Dóhachi, while the second-generation head was linked to the 
industrial department of the Kyoto government, and developed Kyo ware which 


had a cobalt underglaze with white, gold, and enamel, featuring precision in de- 
sign. 

1? Nin'ami Dohachi was one of the three great potters of Kyoto; he developed a 
pure Japanese style, 

14 Shotenroku MILAM. 

15 Tyushi was the place in which Kido had concealed himself, posing as a merchant, 
in 1864-1865 after the Clhoshü failure in Kyoto, It is in modern Hyðgo prefecture, 
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time. I went to Ise's afterwards, and I talked with Kawakita and 
Miura at the Ikesho at night. 


15 June 1874 Rain. Ise came to visit. About 10 I went. to 
Maruyama and Kiyomizu-zaka, and visited Kanzan!$ and Seifü. 
On Teramachi-dori en route back, I stopped at Kyükyo's,!? 
returning home after 1. At 5 I went to Kunishige's with Ise, as 
he had invited us over today. Takenaka, Taniguchi, and Shiraishi 
were also present. I played several games of shgi18 with Taniguchi 
and Kunishige. We had some drinks and talked, and returned 
home at 12. 


16 June 1874 Fair. With Ise, Makimura, and Shiraishi Nao- 
jiro, I went to the Murakami Ueno Tearoom in the Shügakuji 
temple. The landscape of the garden was excellent, and the place 
commanded a panoramic view of Kyoto. We had the noon meal 
there, and a few drinks. Two Frenchmen came to visit Makimura, 
and talked about their stay in Kyoto for some time. We left there 
after 4, and went to the Shisendo!? where we looked over the 
holdings of Shisendo, tea utensils, calligraphy, and paintings. I 
returned home at 7. At night I was invited to a farewell party for 
Kimura Genzo, so I went to Tosonro at 9, and returned home 
after 12. 

(Note) A portrait of Shisendo?9 done by the brush of Tanyü, 
whose epigraph was in the upper righthand corner, was excellent 
both as a painting and for its calligraphy. 


17 June 1874 Rain. I went to the house of Sen Sosa?! at his 
invitation at 7 with Ise and Kumi. Kumagai Sanshiro was also 
present. We returned home after 2. 

At night I went to Ise's. Naojiro left my house tonight, and 
will depart for the home province tomorrow morning. 


16 A potter. 

17 A tea dealer. 

18 Japanese chess. 3 

19 n Shisendó was founded in 1631 as a retreat for Ishikawa Jozan (1583 1672), 
In its Poets Room (Shisen) the walls are decorated with portraits of thirty-six Chinese 
poets, 

?» Ishikawa Jozan, 


M Sen Sosa is the name borne by the successive heads of the Omote Senke school of 


ten ceremony, The founder of the school, by that name, lived from 1619 to 1672, 
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(Note) I sent a letter to Sugi Cho’u; and I did several pieces 
of calligraphy for Naojiro. 


18 June 1874 Fair. Utsumi Tadakatsu, Inoue ..., Isone 
Koemon, Hirahara Heiemon, Yokoyama Ikutaro, and Yamamoto 
Kakuma came to sec me. Kunishige and Taniguchi came at 3. 
Several days ago I told Makimura?? that he should not resign. 
Today I related to my guests the substance of what I had said, 
and of the feelings I have had about this matter since last year, 
and asked their opinions. Both of them agreed with me; therefore, 
I asked them to make an effort to have Makimura continue in 
office. 


19 June 1874 Rain. At the invitation of Hojo Takei, I went to 
take part in a tea ceremony at Yabunouchi. We had five guests: 
Ise, Makimura, Shiraishi, and me. We left there about 4 as Hojo 
took us to his villa. (He said that this was formerly a villa belong- 
ing to Honganji temple.) We had a few drinks, enjoyed relaxed 
conversation, played go, and discussed antiques. I returned home 
after 10. Heavy rain, all day. 


20 June 1874 Rain. I visited Yamamoto Kakuma, and discussed 
current affairs and Makimura’s personal situation. On the way 
back I stopped at Makimura's, but he had company; therefore, 
I visited Fujii who was sick, went to Ise's, and returned home at 
l. Ise, Makimura, and Shiraishi came to visit me; and I went 
to my villa with Makimura and Shiraishi to see the condition of 
my house. I took Kisaki Masa ... with me, and gave him in- 
structions about the arrangements for his living quarters. On the 
way back we stopped in at the Bureau for Science Research.?? 

About 5 Ise, Makimura, and I went to Shiraishi's where we 
had a few drinks and talked. I returned home at 10. 

This evening I gave instructions to Kisaki Masa... for him 
and his father to look after my villa, and that he should apply 
himself to the study of arithmetic and reading with diligence. I 


akimura Masanao (1834—1896), Meiji bureaucrat from Choshü, was Senior 
lor, or Daisanji, for Kyoto metropolitan prefecture. He was under house arrest 
lor implication in the Ono-gumi scandal, involving the bankruptcy of a leading 
banking house, He was also a leader of modernization projects in the Kyoto area, 
the first primary school in 1869, the Kyoto-Osaka railway after 1872, and others. 


9-ieimitsu-kyoku iy WEI. 


Cou 
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will pay his educational expenses. I also admonished him to 
ensure that his family lives in harmony. Several years ago he 
set his educational goals. 


21 June 1874 Rain. Antique dealers exhibited calligraphy, 
paintings, and utensils at twelve places in Kiya-cho, serving 
refreshments to visitors. Raizan escorted me to the exhibit rooms 
from 9 until 1. After 4 I went to Makimura's where Kunishige, 
Shiraishi, and Hojo also gathered; and we discussed current 
affairs for hours without realizing how much time had passed. 
I returned home after 10. 


22 june 1874 Cloudy. Under the guidance of Makimura, 
Kunishige, and Sato (formerly Rintaro), I went to a middle 
school at 9, and met there the German teacher . . . and the English 
instructor Wetton. We observed students at work in both 
classes, and then went to a class in arithmetic. After 11 we went 
to the Jokojo factory in Dotemachi; Wetton's wife teaches there. 
We observed the young women at their studies, practicing cal- 
ligraphy, sewing, and weaving. (Umeda Umpin's? daughter is 
the best student in English.) Umpin once composed a poem: 

My wife lies ill abed, 

While my child cries out in hunger. 

This world will be set aright 

Only if the Emperor is truly the Son of Heaven 

And the Empress on earth is the Goddess of Fertility. 
This girl must be the child in the poem. 

From there we went to the school of the French master Dury 
at the Clhion'in temple where we met the teacher and his wife, 
and observed how they instruct their pupils. They were devoted 
indeed to the education of their students. Their school reminded 
me of the schools which I saw in Europe and America. It is said 
that they help some of the students with their educational ex- 
penses. The students love their teacher as if he were their own 
father. We had the midday meal with them at 3. The mining 
engineer ... and the agronomist ... dined with us. After the 
meal they prepared a place in the classroom, and had the students 


24 Umeda Umpin (1815-1859), loyalist from Obama domain, had been close to 
Yoshida Shoin, For his anti-foreign policy of inciting courtiers against the American 
treaty of 1858, Umeda was jailed, and died of illness while imprisoned, 
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read an excerpt from a Western novel as a dramatic presentation. 
It was an interesting idea. The teacher had the students form 
ranks to meet us and send us off, and had them march to the beat 
of a drum and the strains of a flute. I returned home at 7. At 
night I visited Yamamoto Kakuma to talk; Makimura was 
present. 


23 June 1874 Cloudy. Yokoyama Ikuta, Mitsui Jiroemon, Ise 
Sakae, Rinoie, and Makimura came to visit. Makimura has 
finally consented to stay in office. 

This morning Tani Tesshin sent me a letter. He recently came 
to Kyoto, and is staying temporarily in the house next door. I 
visited him and talked with him. This evening I did a good many 
pieces of calligraphy for my friends. 


24 June 1874 Fair. Ise Sakae and Oshima Tomonojé came to 
visit me. A letter arrived from Sahata Kensuke, reporting the 
safe delivery of his child. Ise and I went to Raizan’s after 1, then 
on to an appointment with Katani who displayed for us some 
rare and valuable articles belonging to him. Many of them stirred 
my envy. He hung a scroll for us by Ming-yung of the Ming 
dynasty ;®5 this is the same scroll which a man named Chihara 
once brought to Tokyo and entrusted to my house for a long 
time. The two ladies, Teishin and A... were present. We had 
a few drinks, and talked about taste in art. I left there at 6, visited 
Seiga, had a cup of tea, and returned home. 

Yamamoto . . . came from Tokyo. He has squandered his travel 
expense money; so I gave him some assistance, and an admonish- 
ment. 

At night I went to the Ichirikiro at the invitation of Makimura, 
Kunishige, and Shiraishi. Taniguchi, Sato, and Hojo were also 
there; and I brought Ise, Matsu, Kumi, and Iku with me. I sent 
letters to my home in Tokyo, to Seitaro, Sdbei, Seiho, Sahata 
Kensuke, Yamamoto Seijüro, and Hayashi Hanshichi. Since my 
arrival in Kyoto, I have looked at quite a number of rare and 
valuable articles. On the 21st I saw a number of articles—from 
which I purchased a jade flower vase, a Hsuan-te kettle,26 a 


28 The Ming dynasty of China ruled from 1368 to 1644. 
80 The dates are 1426-1435 for the reign of the Hsuan-te Emperor. 
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bamboo tray, a small table made of spotted bamboo, a bamboo 
stand for a stick of India ink, and the material for a seal. I paid 
him for these today. 


25 June 1874 Cloudy, then rain. At 9 I visited Shiraishi Gohei, 
to entrust him with business relating to the house which I have 
purchased in Kyoto, and other private matters. From there I 
visited Ise Sakae, returning home at 1. At 5 I went to my newly 
purchased house. Kisaki Seitaro and his father moved into it 
today as caretakers. I met his mother and elder sister for the 
first time. From there I called on Prefectural Councilor Maki- 
mura, and visited Ise. Ema Tenko happened to drop in. I re- 
turned home at 10. Letters arrived from Assistant Education 
Minister Tanaka, Aoki Shüzo, Katsura Taro, and Fujii Seitaro. 


26 June 1874 Rain, then fair. Many callers came to bid me 
farewell. We left Kiya-cho after 10, and reached Fushimi about 
12. Makimura, Kunishige, Sato, Shiraishi, Hojo, and Kyükyo 
came to Futabaya to bid me farewell. We spent a long time over 
drinks, then boarded our boat after 3. Fellow passengers included 
Ise, Ochiai, Miura, Kumi, and six or seven others. We reached 
Naniwa before 9, and stayed at Inoue’s. All those in my party 
went to the Kagai (in Kitahama-cho.) 


27 June 1874 Fair. With Inoue, Ise, and several others I went 
to the Kagai, then after 3 to the Kyokyü. We spent the night in 
the detached section of the Kyokyü. 


28 June 1874 Rain. I visited Ise, then I went to Inoue’s villa, 
returning to Inoue's house at 7. More than ten visitors came in. 
Letters arrived from Seiho and from my younger sister Kuribara 
Haruko. Visitors piled up like a mountain. 


29 June 1874 Fair. Watanabe Noboru and Takeda came to 
visit. About 10 Ise, Hirahara, and I went to Yamanaka's art 
and antique shop. From there we went to Hirahara's house for 
the midday meal, then at 3 on to Inoue's where we discussed the 
situation in Yamaguchi prefecture. At 6 I went to Watanabe 
Noboru's where I encountered Watanabe Kiyoshi unexpectedly. 
We had a few drinks and talked; and we brought in geisha to 
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dance, and talked about events of more than ten years ago; quite 
an occasion. I returned home at 12. Utsumi had come, and was 
waiting for me. Inoue also came later. 


30 June 1874 Fair. At 10 I went to the Bureau of the Mint. I 
visited Endo, Hasegawa, and Ono there, made an inspection 
tour through the mint, and returned home at 1. I was told that 
Inoue had come in my absence, and was waiting for me at Hira- 
hara’s; therefore, I went to Hirahara’s to meet him. Inoue and 
and I then went to his villa, and I returned home at 4 in the rain. 
Today I received Ito Hirobumi's letter from Inoue Yahachi. 


July 


1 July 1874 Rain, then fair. Visitors came in continuously. I 
sent letters to Sugi, Ito, Yamada, Miura, Seiho, and Seitaro. I 
went to... at the invitation of Isono after 3, and returned home 
at 11. 


2 July 1874 Rain, then fair. Aoki Shüzo's letter came. Ogata 
Sessai came to examine me. I visited Inoue, Torio, Utsumi, and 
Mori at 1, and met Inoue and Hirahara at Utsumi's. At night I 
went to the Kyokyü with them. Endo, Torio, Mori, Ise and other 
visitors came one after another. 


3 July 1874 Fair. We left at 6:50 to go to the "station,"! and 
took the 7 o'clock train to Kobe. Inoue, Utsumi, and Hirahara 
came to see us off. Nagatoya put in a great deal of effort to ar- 
range for ship passage for us. We boarded ship before 10 (ship’s 
name?). Oshima Tomonojó and Seki Shimpei happened to be 
on board the same vessel. I made the acquaintance of a Nagasaki 
man named Fukuraya Gohachiro, a resident of Motogoshima- 
chó; and I promised him that I would go to Nagasaki to visit 
him someday. I played go with Ise all day; the number of games 
we played is beyond counting. 

Miura, Fukubara, and my nephew Yoshisuke did not arrive 
in time for the train. We had to leave without them. It rained 
after 6, then cleared up. 


4 July 1874 Fair. We passed Kaminoseki about 6, and arrived 
at Hanaura after 10, going to the Yamashiroya.... Kogenta 
and Sadanaga Yünosuke came to visit. About 5 I went to Sada- 
naga’s to stay for the night. Masaki Ichitaró came from Yamagu- 
chi at night; and Ochiai and Yokoyama both came to Sadanaga's, 
In the evening, rain, 


1 Kido used the English word for "tation" in katakana, 


^0 
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5 July 1874 Rain. Kobayashi Shimpei and Nomi Zuian came. 
Yoshida Uichiro came in from Yamaguchi. I went to Fujimatsu 
Tanosuke’s at 4. Oka Takenoshin came from Hagi. Ise, Masaki, 
Yoshida, Oka, and I stayed for the night at Fujimatsu's. Sada- 
naga... Yamane... The weather was changeable. 


6 July 1874 Fair, then rain. After 11 I went to Yamane's with 
my companions to stay for the night. This morning Komatsu and 
Watanabe Kogenta came to Fujimatsu's. Tanosuke also came. 


7 July 1874 Fair, then rain. We went to Sadanaga's (the . . .- 
kokuya) from Yamance's by boat, reaching there at 12. My friends 
and I stayed for the night. A telegram came from Inoue Segai. 


8 July 1874 Fair, then rain. More than twenty former members 
of the mutinying units came to visit me; and I explained the 
current situation to them, and told them not to go in the wrong 
direction in case there was a crisis in the country. A large group 
of us boarded the Tokaisen about 1 to go to Tatsugaguchi where 
we put out a trawling net; and the fish we caught were beyond 
counting. Ise fell into the sea by accident. Everybody on board 
was in a state of panic, but we helped him back on board. After 
8 we returned to Sadanaga's and stayed there overnight again. 
Sadanaga Yünosuke and Yamane Kensuke came to visit. 


9 July 1874 Fair, then rain. This morning our host held a tea 
ceremony. Five of us—Ise, Yoshida, Masaki, Matsu, and I—were 
his guests. We returned to the Yamashiroya by boat at 12. Sada- 
naga Yünosuke, Yamane Kensuke, and Fujimatsu Tanosuke 
came to see us off. We left our inn after 1. Masaki and I went to 
Prince Okimaru's? residence for an audience. He was in good 
humor; but he is by birth a man of delicate constitution. It made 
ine so apprehensive to see the condition of his health that I told 
Watanabe Shozaemon, the young lord’s attendant, to take care 
of His Excellency. We were much distressed by being caught in 
a heavy downpour at Sabayama pass. It finally stopped raining 


? Okimaru was the childhood name of the eldest son of the former Lord Mori 
Motonori, Under the name of Mori Motoakira (1865-1938) he succeeded his father 
to the headship of the family in 1897, served in the House of Peers, and died in Bofu 
(formerly Mitajiel) in 1930, 
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when we reached the summit. But then the heavy rain started in 
again, and did not stop even for a moment until we reached ol 
village. Mihori, Abe, Ono Katsusaburo, Watanabe Guntaro, and 
several others came to meet us after 7. Soon thereafter we arrived 
at the house of Abe Heiemon. At night Governor Nakano, Ochiai 
Shozo, and Niimi Yabito came to visit. 

(Note) Abe Den'emon and other members of the family. Kata- 
yama Kihachi. 


10 July 1874 Heavy rain. Fukubara Mataichi? came to talk. 
As I had conversed with Governor Nakano last night, I talked 
with Fukubara about the matter, in regard to the recent disposi- 
tion of the case of Isahaya Kijiro.* 

Masaki Ichitard, Yokoyama Ikuta, Katsumata Momosuke, 
and Endo ... came to visit. I called on Governor Nakano at 
Katayama’s, and talked with him all day, returning home at 


ld 


11 July 1874 Fair. Ueyama Nomi and numerous other people 
came to visit. At 11 I went to Takasugi's. Today was the day for 
the gathering of the trusted vassals of Lord Mori, Third Court 
Rank, Junior Grade.5 I talked there with Kawakita, Hayashi, 
Ueyama, and Nakayama for a while, then paid my respects at 
the grave of Lord Chüsei.9 I visited Ueyama, and returned home 
after 3. Today I had an appointment with Ise, Nakano, Yoshida, 
and Masaki; and went to the detached room of the Nabeya at 
Kanagoso for it. On the way back I went to Nakano's to talk over 
the problem of Isahaya and Fukubara, There was a fire tonight. 


3 Fukubara Mataichi, from an 80-koku Choshü samurai family, studied at the Shoka 
Sonjuku at about the time of Yoshida Shoin's death: and he was a loyalist who wens 
with the Emperor to the Kamo shrines in Kyoto in an important pilgrimage. He 
was a nephew of Kido’s late brother-in-law Kuribara Ryózó. P Í 

4 Isahaya Kijiro (1833-1915) was the popular name of the Chosha SU 
Seiji. He had studied military science with Yoshida, Shoin, and instructed the SR ós| is 
heir apparent, but after the Restoration spent some time under house puse 1 n the 
1870s he occupied posts in the central government relating to temples and shrines. 

3 Mori Motonori (1839-1896) served as Governor of Yamaguchi domain from 
1869 to 1871. Adopted by Lord Mori Takachika from the Tokuyama branch Mori 
family, Motonori was his adoptive father's epum in the cen aes years of 

crisis from 1864 to 1866, On his death he received a rare state funeral, £ 
pie Chiisei was the posthumous name for Lord Mori Takachika (1819 1871) 
who had died suddenly in Yamaguchi. in 1871, Takachikea brought Ghoshü. into 
national politics after 1858, and it was under him that Kido's political career was 
launched and that his influence became preeminent in the domain, 
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12 July 1874 Fair. Ise, Aoki, Oka, and I gave the whole day 
over to enjoying ourselves. At night I visited Governor Nakano, 
and discussed with him the disposition of the case of Isahaya and 
Fukubara again. Today letters from Sugi Magoshichiro and 
Nomura Yakichi arrived (forwarded by Utsumi in Osaka). 

(Note) Yoshitomi Kan'ichi's letter arrived. 


13 July 1874 Fair. I visited Hirosawa's, then went to Aoki 
Gumpei's. Ise and Oka accompanied me. I then called on Takeda 
Yühaku but he was away. I went to Yuda last night, and returned 
home after 11. Letters came from Sugi Magoshichiro, Kashiwa- 
mura Kazuma, and Fujii Seinoshin. Letters also came from 
Minister Kawase in Italy? and Narazaki Raizo in France.8 

I have been telling Sugi and Kashiwamura recently that, even 
though the mutineers have been deprived of their Merit Award 
Stipends? owing to a temporary mistake, they did render great 
service in paving the way for the tranquility of the present age 
by devoting themselves to the sincere goals of our two Lords at 
à crucial time in the fortunes of our two provinces of Nagato and 
Sud. At the present time many of these meritorious warriors are 
on the verge of starvation owing to a single error. The Mori family 
has savings of 700,000 to 800,000 ryo; and it receives a family 
stipend of 16,000 or 17,000 koku from the central government. In 
addition the family has a Merit Award Stipend of 15,000 or 16,000 
koku. It has money to spare even after all family expenses are met. 
To stand with folded arms while watching shizoku and commoners 
starve is less than human. Unless the family's steward exercises 
care, the reputation of Lord Mori, Third Court Rank, Junior 
Grade, will be impaired; therefore, we must speak up. In this 
hour of crisis in our two provinces, these men risked their lives 
along with us; therefore, I have pleaded that the Mori Merit 
Award Stipend be commended to the use of shizoku and com- 

? Kawase Shinko (1809-1919), Choshü samurai, studied in England. He was with 
Vakasugi's forces in 1865 when they captured the ports of Shimonoseki and Mitajiri in 
Ghoshü to stage a successful coup against conservative elements, the coup that brought 
Kido to power. Kawase was Minister to Italy from 1873 to 1879. 

" Narazaki Raizo (1846-1875), Choshü samurai, had been with Choshü forces at 
the time of the fall of Wakamatsu castle in Aizu domain in 1868. Two years later, in 
1870, he was sent to France as a student by the War Ministry, and he died in Paris 
in 1875, not yet thirty, 

" Shotenroku WUluii were granted to heroes of the Restoration in 1869. For Kido's 


reaction to the plan at the time of his reluctant acceptance of his own stipend, see 
Volume 1, pp, 204-205, 
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moners, lest it appear to be a personal profit to the account of 
the Mori family. I finally opened the way for this to be done. 
At this time a mere 2,000 koku has been put at our disposal. The 
two gentlemen, Sugi and Kashiwamura, have written me of this 
fact. 


14 July 1874 Fair. Governor Nakano and Prefectural Councilor 
Yoshida came to visit me. The disposition of the case of Isahaya 
and Fukubara had been scheduled for today; but for convenience’ 
sake it has been put off until tomorrow. We talked over the situa- 
tion in the prefecture. I do not care to tell of the trouble I took to 
resolve the case of Isahaya and Fukubara. The problem was in 
finding a point of compromise between the requirements of the 
present and the peace of the future. 

Ise came to visit; and I called on Oka Take about 2. We visited 
Sugi’s family together, then went to Ise’s about 5. Maebara 
Hikotaro!? came from Hagi to Yamaguchi today to visit me. 
(He came to talk face to face with me on the occasion of my return 
to the prefecture, also with Governor Nakano.) Nakano, Masaki, 
and Oka were all present. I returned home at 12. 


15 July 1874 Cloudy. Letters came from Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Makimura Hankuro, Yamada Akiyoshi, and Minami Teisuke. 
Yoshitomi Kan’ichi returned to Yamaguchi from Seki last night, 
and came to see me. I went to Yoshitomi’s this evening. Nakano, 
Yoshida, and Ise were present. Tominaga Fuyuki who had come 
in from Naniwa was also present. Ise and I stayed overnight. I 
sent a letter to Inoue Segai. 


16 July 1874 Fair. Yoshitomi, Ise, and I visited Tominaga in 
Yuda at 9. I returned home at 10. Tominaga left for Osaka today. 
Nakano, Ise, Yoshida, and I went to the detached room of the 
Sugisuke after 11; and there we met Maebara, Masaki Shin, and 
Katsumata to discuss current affairs and have a few drinks. I 
returned home at 11. 


17 July 1874 Fair. Maebara, Kinashi, Ise, and Yoshitomi came 


19 Maebara. Hikotard, or Imei (1834-1876), had served as Vice Minister of War 
and as Imperial Councilor before his angry resignation from the central government in 
1872. ack in Hagi he became the ideologleal leader of the dissident steak 
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to visit. Letters arrived from Sugi Magoshichiro, Nomura Mo- 
tosuke, Makimura Hankuro, and Miura Goro. I went to Ise's 
inn at night. 


18 July 1874 Fair. Ueyama and Yoshida came to visit; and I 
went to Yoshitomi's after 10 to meet Nakano. We talked over the 
current situation in Yamaguchi prefecture and our future goals 
until after 4. Ise and Takeda joined us; and Yoshida was present 
from the beginning. I returned home at 11. 


19 July 1874 Fair. I visited Maebara before 10. I told him the 
source of my past suspicions; and we discussed the future course 
of the shizoku of Hagi castletown. Before we realized it, it was 
3:30. His views did not differ from mine. I then called on Kina- 
shi, but he was away. I took a short rest at the Bandaiya, then 
went to Masaki's where I happened to encounter Maebara again; 
and we talked for a long time. At 7 I visited Katayama and Na- 
kano, and returned home at 11. 


20 July 1874 Fair. Maebara, Asano, and Ise came to talk with 
me; and Maebara informed me that he will return to Hagi to- 
morrow. At 1 I accompanied Ise to his house; and Yoshida and 
Nakano joined us there. After 7 I went to Katayama’s, returning 
home at 12. Inoue Segai’s letter arrived. 


21 July 1874 Fair. A certain Kiba came to talk. At 9 I called 
on Governor Nakano, but he was away. I then visited Maebara; 
and Nakano, Kinashi, and Yoshida were all with him. As the 
Hagi shizoku have acted so unwisely, Maebara has talked with 
me in recent days about restoring their honor by changing their 
course. If the plan fails, however, it will bring harm to the shizoku 
in time. I gave him my view again, therefore. Maebara returns 
to Hagi today. 

I visited Yamada Kin’ichird’s home, and told his mother that 
Kin'ichiró is achieving success in his studies. From there I went 
to. Kinashi's, and with him on to Yoshida's where Nakano, Ise, 
Yoshida, Yoshitomi, Kasai, Nakano's daughter, and Matsu were 
gathered, We had some drinks and relaxed conversation. At 11 
I returned home, (At 3 the rain was blinding, as if a bowl had 
been upset.) 
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22 July 1874 Fair. Katsura Uta has been coming to talk with 
me lately; and today I learned the purpose of his visits—it relates 
to a loan. I am much troubled to have so many requests for similar 
favors from so many people. 

Koba... Morishige . . . and Sugi came to talk. Koba is a school- 
master; and I talked with him about the Tokyo schools and 
primary schools in foreign countries. At 10 I called on Masaki 
and Nakano, but they were away. This morning I told Miura 
about the situation in Hagi as I had heard it from Maebara yester- 
day. I have been making efforts on their behalf for some years out 
of a sincere desire to repay my obligation to my home country 
and out of compassion for the destitute samurai. In this matter, 
too, the shizoku of Hagi castletown are without knowledge of the 
real situation. They are overwhelmed by their suspicions; there- 
fore, they are unable to understand the present nor can they fix 
their goals for the future. This state of affairs grieves me no end. 

Kinashi came to visit. He discussed business connected with 
the Prefectural Office. Fujimoto Ryosai who came to Yamaguchi 
yesterday came over to talk with me this morning. At 11 I went 
to Yoshitomi's, and entrusted him with a letter to Obata Heizan. 
Yoshitomi invited me over today; Nakano, Kinashi, and Kasai 
were all present, and Matsu was invited as well. In the end I 
stayed overnight. 


23 July 1874 Fair. I talked with Yoshitomi until 12. At 1 we 
left his house, and paid our respects at the grave of Old Asada.! 
Yoshitomi came as far as Abe's to see me off; and I went directly 
to Mitajiri to go to Bakan.?? After 4 I went to Katayama's, and 
discussed prefectural business with Katayama and Yoshida. I 
returned home at 10. 


24 July 1874 Fair. Sakurai Torataro came in from Tokyo, 
bringing letters from Yamamoto Seijüro and Moridera "Tsunenori, 
Nomura Motosuke returned to Yamaguchi prefecture last night; 
and letters arrived from Ito Hirobumi, Yamada Akiyoshi, Aoki 


11 Sufu Masanosuke (1824-1864), often referred to in the Diary as "Old Asada,” 


was Kido’s first mentor in Clhoshü politics, but the older man committed seppuku 
in 1864 in atonement for failure of the radical policies of firing on foreign ships at 
Shimonoseki and attempting to seize the Emperor's Palace in Kyoto, 

M Bakan was the contemporary name for Shimonoseki, chief port in Yamaguchi 


prefecture, 
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Shüzo, Seiho, and Seitaro, informing me of the recent situation 
in the capital. I visited Motosuke at 11, returning home at 1. I 
sent replies to Masaki Taizo (about Shojiro's study abroad) and 
to Fujii Seitaro. 

Governor Nakano came to talk: and Fujimoto Ryozo came to 
take leave of me. 

(Note) Letters also came from Shojiro, my nephew Hikotaro, 
and Masaki Taizo. 


25 July 1874 Rain. Masaki Ichitaro came to visit me; and 
Katsura Uta came before returning to Hagi today. 

I dispatched a letter to Inoue Segai through Nakano, and I 
sent a letter to Yoshitomi. I talked with Nakano, his daughter, 
Kinashi, and Yoshida at the Nakamuraya after 4. 


26 July 1874 Fair. Aoki Gumpei came to visit. I called on Na- 
kano at 9; and he left for Osaka today. I visited Nomura Moto- 
suke, and also called on Masaki, returning home at 2. At 6 I 
went to the Kawaraya in Yuda with Nomura, Masaki, and Naito 
Yadoheimon, and returned home at 11. Aoki Gumpei also came. 
At 12 I worshipped at the travelling shrine!? from the main Gion 
shrine. A letter came from Yoshida. 


27 July 1874 Fair. Amano Junta and Inoue... came to visit; 
and Hayashi Yüzo came to talk. At 8 I called on Nomura Moto- 
suke, then visited Kinashi, and went to Katayama's with Kinashi 
alter 2. Nomura and Masaki also came. I sent letters to Aoki 
Shtiz6, Yamada Akiyoshi, and Fujii Seitaro. Ise Sakae's letter 
came, 


78 July 1874 Fair. Hayashi Yüzo, Hesaka Jimbei, and Oka 
"l'ohachiro came to talk; and we discussed details of the plight of 
the people in this prefecture, and the promotion of industry. 

I sent letters to Prefectural Councilor Makimura, to the French- 
man Léon Dury, and to his student Harada. At 4 I went to 
Mura Jibei’s house, and I had an audience with Prince Shiro. 
Ile is the only prince who is in robust physical condition. From 
there I visited Yoshida Uichiro to talk with him about the school 


v» Otabisho MKC. 
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in Hagi castletown, the Bureau of Industrial Development, and 
an emergency supply of rice to the officers and men who served 
in the units that mutinied. On the way back I went to Kinashi's 
and Masaki’s, returning home at ll. 

A letter came from Maebara Hikotaro, reporting the present 
situation in Hagi castletown. 

(Note) All three! of them are much concerned about the peas- 
ants in the two provinces. 


29 July 1874 Fair. Ueyama, Takeda, and Ono came to visit. 
A former retainer of Yamato!5... came. I spoke to him quite 
seriously about the importance of Yamato Shichinojo's!9 doing 
well. 

An envoy came from Yoshiki Mori. After 4 I went to Itoyone. 
Ueyama, Masaki, Umaki, Inoue and Murao gathered. I returned 
home after 10. 

(Note) I sent telegrams to Yamao and to my home in Tokyo. 


30 July 1874 Fair. A letter came from Fujii Seitaro reporting 
the return of my nephew Hikotaro to Japan on the 20th. Fujii 
Yasoe's letter came from Tokyo. About 11 I went to Ueyama’s 
together with Matsu. We had received an invitation several days 
ago. Kinashi, his son, and Yoshida came. 


31 July 1874 Fair, then rain. Bandaiya... brought 800 yen; 
and I sent it off to Prefectural Councilor Makimura immediately 
in the form of a Mitsui bill of exchange. I visited Yamada's 
family and Nakayama, and returned home at 1. About 4 I went 
to Masaki's. Katsumata and Maki also came. At 11 I returned 
home in a violent rainstorm. 


14 Hayashi, Hesaka, and Oka, 
15 Mori, Yamato-noskami, 
19 Kido was supporting Yamato Shichinojo financially, hence wanted result, 


August 


1 August 1874 Rain. Katsumata Shin and Tsuno came to talk. 
I went to Kinashi’s; and Masaki, Umaki, and Inoue Shin 
gathered there. At 10 I returned home. 


2 August 1874 Rain. I stayed home all day. Katayama, Ban- 
daiya, Fujimatsu Tanosuke, and Aoki Gumpei came to talk. 
Sugi Magoshichiro's letter came. 


3 August 1874 Rain. Masaki and Kinashi came to visit; and 
we went together to the primary school to observe the boys and 
pirls in the classroom. Kinashi, Masaki, Maki, and Fukushima 
came to talk. Kawakita Toshisuke returned from Tokyo. A 
letter came from Sugi; and another came from Lord Mori, 
Third Court Rank, Junior Grade. At dusk we all went to the 
Bandaiya. 
(Note) The weather cleared up about noon. 


4 August 1874 Fair. In the morning I went to Masaki’s. 
Nomura Motosuke, who has returned from Hagi, came to visit. 
Nomura and I went to Yuda to stay for the night; and Kawakita 
spent the night in Yuda as well. A letter arrived from Yamada 
Akiyoshi. Rain again. 


5 August 1874 Rain, then fair. About 4 I returned from Yuda. 
Takeda came to visit; and at night I went from Katayama’s 
place to Kinashi's. At 11 I returned home. Tonight pains in my 
abdomen made me very uncomfortable. 


6 August 1874 Cloudy, then rain. I stayed home all day. 
Yoshida came to visit; and Kasai Jumpachi has returned from 
Naniwa because Nakano has gone to Tokyo. A letter arrived from 
Sugi indicating that a cable has come in from Taiwan indicating 


50 
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that the situation there is disquieting, that war with China is 
threatened, and that our steel warships should be sent immedi- 
ately. For the sake of the nation I am terribly distressed about this 
situation. A letter also arrived from Yoshitomi. Aoki Shüzo's 
adoptive mother came over, and for several hours went over her 
objections to Shüzo's resignation from his post. 

Nomura came to talk. 


7 August 1874 Fair, cloudy, then rain. Kinashi came to talk, as 
did Akimoto Shinzo, Akimoto Yoshitaro, and Fujimatsu Tano- 
suke. Yamato's widow came to talk. At night Kinashi and I went 
to Katayama's; and I returned home at 12. 


8 August 1874 Cloudy, then rain with high winds. I sent letters 
to Ito, Sugi, Aoki, and Okudaira. After 3 I went to Sugiyama's 
mansion, and returned home after 11 through heavy rain and 
strong winds. Those who gathered here tonight were Nomura, 
Kinashi, Yoshida, Masaki, and Fujita Shin. 


9 August 1874 Cloudy. I went to Nomura's (he was away), 
and to Katayama's after 10. Then I returned to Nomura's and 
put him in charge of contact with Tokyo. I returned home at 2. 
Yesterday I read Nakano's telegram which reported that the 
government had decided to go to war with China. Today Na- 
kano sent another telegram asking me to stay in Yamaguchi until 
he returns around the 20th. At night I went to Kinashi's and to 
Masaki's. Kinashi was not feeling well. 

(Note) Mori ... Tsunesuke who has returned from Naniwa 


came to visit me. 


10 August 1874 Fair weather finally after a long spell of rain. 
‘Aoki Gumpei, Fujita Yojiemon, and Sasaki Otoya came to visit. 
At night I went to Nomura’s. He will return to Tokyo tomorrow. 
Aoki Shüzó's letter came. 


1 Saigó Tsugumichi had departed from Nagasaki with his troops on 26 April 1874, 
and reached Taiwan on 22 May. When China objected to the presence of Japanese 
ground troops in Taiwan to punish the aborigines (which China had originally 
contended were beyond its authority), the Japanese government on 8 July decided to 
press China for a settlement and to go to war if this became inevitable, Masakazu 
Iwata, Okubo Toshimichi: The Bismarck of Japan (Berkeley, University of California 
Presa, 1964), 198-205, 
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11 August 1874 Fair. I sent letters to Aoki Shūzō and Fujii 
Seitarō. At 11 I went to Masaki’s and Kinashi’s, returning home 
at 4. At night I went to Katayama’s and Masaki’s, and returned 
home at 11. 


12 August 1874 Fair. I wrote replies to the letters from Lord 
Mori, Third Court Rank, Junior Grade, and Prince Sanjo, 
and entrusted them to Nomura Motosuke to whom I related my 
purposes. In addition, I sent a letter to Aoki Shüzo. At 10 I went 
to my old house in Itoyone; and Masaki, Fujita, and Maki 
Susumu came to visit there. Okudaira Shosuke's letter arrived. 
He wrote about various recent happenings including the appoint- 
ments of Council Chairman? Ijichi, Hokkaido Colonization 
Bureau Director Kuroda,^ and War Minister Yamagata$ as 
Imperial Councilors;6 that the Taiwan issue has brought com- 
plications in relations between China and Japan; that Imperial 
Councilor Okubo will be sent to China as ambassador with full 
powers to negotiate a settlement;? and that a play based on my 
role in the events around the time of the Restoration is being 
presented at a theatre in Yokohama.? I returned home at 10. 
‘Today the rain came down in sheets as if poured out of a bowl. 
It was very cool at night. 
(Note) Inoue's niece came to talk. 


"cho SS. 

1 hi Masaharu (1826-1887) of Satsuma was the chairman of the Legislative 
Council in the Ministry of the Left. 

! Kuroda Kiyotaka (1840-1900) of Satsuma had recently been promoted to the 
directorship of the Hokkaido Colonization Office, and he was given the title of lieu- 
Ienant-general in that year. He developed the colonist-militia system for defending the 
northern. borders, employing the sAizoku, and expanding agricultural production in 
Hokkaido, 

^ Yamagata Aritomo (1838-1922) of Choshü was the architect of the modern 
Japanese army. As Vice Minister of War after 1870 he had studied European military 
nystems and produced the Conscription Ordinance of 1873. As Minister of War he 


guided the conscript army to victory over the shizoku forces who mounted the Satsuma 
rebellion, and he reorganized the army on Prussian lines with a general staff 
ayatem, 

Sangi Bit. 


! Okubo was received by the Emperor Meiji on August 5, and departed for China 
on August 6, with full powers to settle the crisis, peacefully if possible, by war if neces- 
wary, Iwata, Okubo, 209-210. 

! Kido's Kyoto days as a swashbuckling swordsman for the Loyalist cause in the 
160" have been celebrated in novels and films in more recent times. The translator 
anw n chambara film in 1957 pitting Katsura Kogoró (as he was then known) against 
Matiudaira Katamori, the Aizu leader and Bakufu agent, in the turbulent Bakumatsu. 
li wan entitled Aoryü Gassen (The Struggle between the Tiger and the Dragon). 
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13 August 1874 I paid a visit to Goheya’s, worshipped at the 
Hoei shrine, and at Lord Chüsei's grave. On the way back I went 
to Yamada Kin'ichiro's, Bandaiya's, and an antique shop, re- 
turning home at 12. Kinashi Nobuichi, Sasaki Otoya, Miyagi 
Naozd, Masaki Ichitaro, and Kurata Kyosuke came to talk. 


14 August 1874 Fair. I sent letters to Ito Hirobumi, Aoki 
Shüzo, and Fujii Seitaro. Sasaki Oto, Suzuki ..., and Yamada 
Kin'ichiro came to visit. At 4 I went to Nakayama’s where Go- 
heya was present. Kawakita Ichi was also there. At 11 I returned 
home. This evening Masaki and Kinashi also came to talk. 


15 August 1874 Fair. We departed after 6. Katayama, Abe 
Den'emon, and Abe ... came along. At 11 we passed through 
Sasanami, took a short rest at the ... ya in Akegi at 2, and en- 
tered Hagi after 4. I visited Oka Chiku, and went to Munakata's 


about 6. ie 
Ise, Soshiki, Tsuboi . .. and Yoshisuke came to visit. 


16 August 1874 Fair. Soshiki, Oka, Fukubara, Okabe, Ka- 
wakita, Yagi, Nagaya, and several others came to talk. At 12 
I went to the Wada house? and made an incense offering before 
the family altar. From there Ise, Nagaya, Oka, and I went to 
Tsuboi's where we had a few drinks and talked. At 11 I returned 
home. Naganuma Sojiro came to talk about the Aoki matter. 


17 August 1874 Fair. I had several dozen visitors. After 12 Oka, 
Ise, and I took a boat ride on the Matsumoto River.!° Yamagata 
and Ogawa both came along. I returned home at 11. Matsu 
arrived from Yamaguchi. Kinashi’s letter came. 


18 August 1874 Fair. Visitors arrived in a steady stream. At 9 
I visited Nakamura and Yamada, and stopped at Okabe’s on the 
way back. Sasaki came to talk. A letter arrived from Makimura, 
At night I went to Hashimoto to sce Ise off. 

9 This house was Kido's birthplace and boyhood home. An impressive two-story 


it lies about a mile east of Shizuki Castle which was plainly 
ly, His natural father was the twentyekott 


mansion on Edogawa Lane, a 
visible from young Kido's upstairs stuc 
i iei kage: 
samurai-physician Wada Masa , 4 j f 
10 Matsumoto. River is the eastern mouth of the Abu River which flows around 


Hagi in its exit to the Ben of Japan, 
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19 August 1874 Fair. Visitors came continuously, so I could 
not go out all day. 


20 August 1874 Cloudy. About twenty former mutineers came 
as representatives of the group in this locality. They expressed 
their regret for the rising which occurred a few years ago; 
and they say that they want to fulfill their duties to the nation 
from this time forward. I presented my opinions on the matter. 
Representatives of those assembled coming to talk were Sase 
Saburo, Sato Kamenoshin, and Yokoyama ... 

Miura leaves for Tokyo tomorrow; therefore, I entrusted him 
with a letter to Sugi, Nomura, and Yamada, and others to Inoue 
Segai and to Aoki Shüzo. All dealt with the current situation. I 
also entrusted Miura with a letter to Kinashi in Yamaguchi. 
Letters came from Aoki Shüzo, Katsura Taro, Fukui Jundo, Fujii 
Seitaro, and Shinagawa Yajiro, who is living in Germany. 

This evening at the invitation of Maebara, Tsuboi, and Sasaki, 
I took a boat ride to Obata’s after 3. We cast a net for fish, and we 
fished with poles. This was the most enjoyable time that I have 
had lately. Along with us were Ogawa, Yamagata, Katsumata, 
Asano, and twenty other men and women. I returned home at 
3 in the morning. On the way back we were caught in a storm; 
and we had as difficult a time as I have faced recently. We all had 
the look of drowned men. 


21 August 1874  Rainstorm. I went to the Aoki, Ogawa, and 
Kashima houses; and at Aoki's I talked about Shüzo's resigna- 
tion. I returned home at 12; Nakamura came to talk. I sent 
letters to Aoki Shüzo and Fujii Seitaro. About 3 Governor 
Nakano arrived in Hagi and came to visit, bringing letters from 
Itó and Inoue Masaru. Hirobumi also sent details on the recent 
situation in Tokyo through Nakano. A decision has been reached 
on the strategy, in the event that war breaks out with China, to 
attack in force from Tientsin to Peking. I am very apprehensive; 
for, even if it is possible to carry the attack against Tientsin and 
Peking with a large force, it will be very difficult to hold these 
positions. In consequence, even after we have depleted the 
national strength and sacrificed many human lives, we still will 


1 Kido refers to the shotai rising which occurred from 26 February to 12 March 
1870 in Clhoshü, See Volume 1, p. 326-334, 
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not be able to bring the war to a conclusion. The authorities treat 
such a grave matter as this as ifit were a children's game. One can 
predict that a war will interfere with the progress of our whole 
nation in no small degree. 

Sasaki, Maebara, and Ise came to visit. 


22 August 1874 Cloudy. I visited Nakano; then Nakano came 
to my place to talk. We discussed the recent situation in Hagi 
castletown, the prospects for dealing with the shizoku matter, 
and the problem of the Industrial Development Bureau. Then 
we went together to Ise’s at his invitation. I returned home at iilo 
Soshiki came to visit. 

(Note) Matsu came along with me. 


23 August 1874 Fair, then cloudy. Yamagata, Ogawa, Ko- 
dama Seisai, Nakamura, Maebara, Tsuboi, and Ise came to visit. 
This morning I called on Nakano, and talked with him. Nakano 
came to my house, and returned to Yamaguchi directly from 
there. (I entrusted him with a letter to Kinashi.) 

After 4 I went to Oka Koyo's house with Ise. Matsu accom- 
panied us; and we returned home at 12. 4 

(Note) Katsura Uemon, Fukubara Mataichi, and Kawakita 
Yoshijird came to talk. The chief officers of the units which 
mutinied requested an interview; therefore, I had a meeting with 
them. Matsuo Shüichi. 


24 August 1874 Rain. I went to Yamada’s and Nakamura’s. 
Nakamura has failed financially several times, and he is destitute; 
therefore, I loaned him some money to start him on the road 
to making a living again. (The Nakamura family is breaking up 
already.) 

Oka Koyo and Ise Shosü came to talk. Hayashi Sha... also 
came to visit. 14 

(Note) I sent letters to Obata in Kokura, and to Yoshitomi in 
Seki. This morning Kawakita came to talk. All my visitors gave 
their opinions on the problems of the samurai of Hagi castletown. 


25 August 1874 Cloudy. I went to the Tokurinji temple!? 


18 Kido's adoptive parents, the Katsuras, were buried in the graveyard of the 
Tokurinjl temple a few blocks from his home in Magi. 
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with Oka and Ise. Today was the fourteenth day of the seventh 
month by the old lunar calendar, and the Bon festival was held. 
From there I visited Yashima, Sdshiki, and Obata. I also went to 
the Wada house to offer incense before the family altar, and 
returned to my place at 3. I dispatched a letter to Nakano. “If 
we decide on war with China as a consequence of the Taiwan 
incident,” I told him, *even though we carry the attack against 
Tientsin and Peking (having heard that this is the government 
strategy, I am most apprehensive), and fight three or four major 
engagements there, our nation will be impoverished, and the harm 
done to it beyond calculation. If you avail yourself of this good 
opportunity through the Conference of Prefectural Governors,!3 
and fulfill your moral obligations as a representative of the people, 
by petitioning on their behalf, I believe that it will be helpful to the 
Imperial Government above, and will bring happiness to the 
people below." I told him that at present the tail wags the dog— 
the blight of decentralization of authority is already upon us.!4 
I once said that victory over the Bakufu alone would not let us 
achieve our aims—which describes the present situation exactly. 
| wrote that the newspapers day by day are stirring up the “‘gal- 
lant” leaders of the prefectures, about my personal movements 

., and about the appointments of Isahaya and Fukubara. As 
the young and spirited men of Hagi castletown have not been 
led properly in the past, they have all fallen into the evil practice 
of reviling the Imperial government. The incident this spring was 
not something which happened overnight, I wrote him. I have 
not, however, heard one word of complaint this time since my 
arrival in Hagi. More and more samurai are giving up their swords 
every day, I told him. Petty officials have been taking bribes lately, 
and I also told him about the newspaper company, the Merit 
Award Stipends, the Katsumata matter, and Maebara's opinion 
on Yamaguchi prefecture. 

In addition to this I sent a letter to Kinashi. At night I went to 
the Kaichoji temple to light candles before the grave of our 


"Chihokan Shikai MW AVTYMe@, or Conference of Prefectural Governors, was pro- 
posed by the government on 2 May 1874, but the first session was not held until June 
11/5 owing to the China crisis in 1874. When the body did finally meet on 20 June 
10/5 Kido was the presiding officer, Chihokan Kaigi 3077 irit was the usual name. 


M Probably Kido referred to the fact that Satsuma elements had provoked, and 
begun, the Taiwan invasion even before formal approval by the central government, 
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founding ancestor. On the way back I stopped in at Wada's, 
and returned home after 10. 


26 August 1874 Fair. I wrote a letter addressed jointly to 
Yamada, Sugi, and Nomura, and individual letters to Ito Hiro- 
bumi, Fujii Seitaró, Kuribara Haruko—my younger sister—and 
Fukui Jundo. I also sent a letter to Kinashi Shin'ichi in Yamagu- 
chi. At 10 I went to the Wada house, and to Nakamura's to burn 
incense before the altars. I called on. Kawachiyama, but he 
was away. Murata Fumiyasu, Yamagata Yahachi, Ise Sakae, 
Oka Koyo, and several other visitors came to see me. A strange 
thing happened. A letter arrived from Sugi Magoshichiro. 
At night, heavy rain. 


27 August 1874 Fair. At Naito’s... invitation, Ise and I went 
to a morning tea ceremony at his place. After the ceremony we 
had some drinks and talked a while. I met with Naito ... who 
is... years old. His relatives have all died; and his sad fate is to 
be pitied. The old man loves to talk with people; and he enjoys 
hearing about the West. Consequently, I had previously sent him 
the book, Conditions in the West, and today I brought over 
photographs from my trip abroad to show him. We left there at UL. 
and visited Master Naito Sakubei. From there Ise and I went to 
the riverbank ... to take a boat, and we caught some small fish 
with a net. We went to Tsuboi Soemon's where Matsu, Munaka- 
ta, Cho, and many others joined us later. We returned home at 
10, The moonlight flooding over the river was splendid. I watched 
the moon from the pavilion next door with Ise and others; it 
was one day after the full moon of the seventh month by the old 
lunar calendar. A letter came from Maebara in connection with 
the matter of Yamada . . . and Yashima. I replied at once. 


28 August 1874 Fair. Sakuma Ukichi and Asama Tetsunoshin 
came to visit. At 8 I went to the Hongyoji temple. Today I paid 
respects on the 150th death anniversary of Chikoin. (The actual 


16 Seiyð Jijo VATEYEY, or Conditions in the West, was a readable account of everyday 
Western customs and institutions, published in three volumes between 1866 and 
1870, ‘The author was Fukuzawa Yukichi (1835-1901), the most famous non-govern= 
mental figure of his day as a propagator of Western knowledge, He based his account 


on a trip to the United States in 1860, and another to Europe in 1062, as à member of 


official Bakufu diplomatic missions, 
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day falls on ... this year.) I invited Isahaya, Nakamura Kazu- 
suke, and Yamada Hisanojo, and returned home about 1. 
Around 4 I visited Masuda.... He served me saké; and we 
talked. It was already 8 when I returned home. Kashima’s wife 
and Ozaki came to talk; Oka Koyo also came to talk. I have 
purchased several art objects from him lately. After 10 we had 
several heavy downpours. Fukuagawa and Otani came to visit 
today. 

(Note) This morning a letter came from Kinashi Shin’ichi in 
reply to my recent letter. There are reports that the damage from 
the storm on the 20th in the southern countries!? is serious, and 
that more than a thousand houses were destroyed in Mitajiri. 


29 August 1874 Cloudy. I sent a letter to Sadanaga Seiho. I 
heard a report yesterday that the recent heavy rainstorm (on the 
20th) caused several dozen large ships, both Japanese and foreign 
to be cast up on the shore, heavily damaging them, and that s 
great many people died. About 9 Oka and I went to Saka Ko- 
mazaemon's to see his pottery, and purchased several pieces. 
We happened to meet Kodama ... there; he is a ... of this 
family. He made me presents of a tea ceremony disposal basin!? 
and a china cup which he had owned for several years. Ko- 
mazaemon gave me an incense container!8 which he had made 
himself. The present head of the family is named ... Rain fell 
We left there at 11 to go to Utagahara Deisuke's where I um 
chased several more pieces of pottery. I also did some calligraphy 
and painting on chinaware to amuse myself. On the way back 
we went to the houses of Fukubara, Ogawa, Wada, and Kashima. 
I returned home at 5. I invited both Munakatas to the Okamura- 
ya. Ise, Soshiki, and Oka were all there. At 11 I returned home. 


30 August 1874 Fair. Ise and I went to the memorial services 
for Ota; and we visited the old gentleman Mori. In the afternoon 
I worshipped at the grave of Kohoin at the lower temple of the 
Tenjain, went to Tamae, and visited the small cottage of Yüso. 
he blossoms of the bush clover!9 filled the whole garden, and 


10 Gun Hh. 

V! Mizukoboshi jk c L. 
W Kogi Weer. 

Y Hagibana WAU. 
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gave it a fine atmosphere. Maeda Kichiemon, Takeuchi... , and 
... joined us. I returned home at 10. Old Soshiki, Yamagata, 
Isahaya, Asama, Hiraga, Kinashi, and several other visitors came. 
A letter signed jointly by Prince Sanjo and Lord Iwakura, and 
a letter from Ito Hirobumi came. A telegram came from Aoki. 
Letters also arrived from Sakuma Ichisuke and Fujii Seitaro. 


31 August 1874 Fair. The chill in both the morning and even- 
ing since the day before yesterday I have found pleasant indeed. 
Kinashi and I visited Oka Koyo, then I worshipped at the 
Daishóin temple. At his invitation I went to Obata's house which 
was crowded with guests. At 11 I returned home. Today my 
nephew Hikotard returned to Hagi.?? This evening Ise was not 
at home, but I ran into him at Obata’s. 
(Note) A heavy shower fell after 3. 


20 Kuribara Hikotaro was the nephew who had studied in Amherst, Maasachusetts, 


September 


1 September 1874 Fair. Today we held a Buddhist memorial 
service at the Tokurinji temple. Nakamura, Yamada, Okabe, 
Wada, and I—with our wives—went to the temple. On the way 
back I paid a visit to Karasuda. Ryotai learned of Aoki Shüzo's 
intentions to tend to his family responsibilities for the first time, 
and will endeavor to help out. I went to see Rydtai on account of 
his illness; but our conversation happened to turn to the subject. 
I returned home at 1. 

This morning Nomi En, Naito Bin, and several other visitors 
came, At night I went to Okabe's at his invitation. 


2 September 1874 Fair. I worshipped at the Tokoji temple,! 
then visited the Shinagawa family whose head is away, and called 
on Oka Koyo at 1, taking a short rest at his house. On the way 
home I stopped in at Obata’s, reaching home at 3. Tonight I 
went to Kawamura’s at his invitation. I sent a letter to Yoshitomi, 
and dispatched another to Aoki Shiiz in Tokyo. 


3 September 1874 Fair. A letter came from Yamada Akiyoshi 
who tells me that the situation in Tokyo is alarming; for a deci- 
sion has finally been made to go to war with China. At the very 
beginning of the Taiwan crisis, I argued at length against inter- 
vention in consideration of the present state of the country. The 
urgent need of our nation, that which should have the highest 
priority, should be the promotion of education with all our 
strength, and the gradual elevation of the common people. In the 
Cabinet, therefore, I repeatedly argued that we should use our 
resources for the education of the masses and allocate several 

! The "'okoji temple on the east side of Hagi, above the Shoin shrine, was founded 
in 1691 by the third daimyo of the Mori family, In addition to five han lords, the 
remains of Yoshida Shoin, Takasugi Shinsaku, and Kusaka Genzui, the three premier 


Emperor loyalists of Choshü, are buried there, Since Yoshida is also reputed to be 
buried at Wakabayashi in Tokyo, perhaps only a part of his remains are in Hagi. 
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hundred thousand yen to it; but this has not been done. Instead, 
the Taiwan action came up. I opposed it in every way, therefore, 
and tried to direct our energies chiefly to domestic development, 
while putting off the foreign. expedition. Moreover, I was con- 
cerned that no limit could be placed on our national expenditures 
for the intervention. 

“Under these circumstances, how much money are we ap- 
propriating for it?" I asked. 

Okuma? said, *We have 500,000 yen available.” 

I turned to him and said, “You have not yet given considera- 
tion to the probable outcome of the expedition. To say that a 
mere 500,000 yen is sufficient is just the same thing as a gambler 
who wagers tens of thousands of yen saying that fifty yen will be 
sufficient.” 

Okuma then said, “Saigo? has given his pledge that when the 
expenditures exceed 500,000 yen, he will take own his life.” 

I heaved a long sigh, and faced him to say, “‘Saigo’s pledge that 
he will die himselfin such a fateful matter that concerns the whole 
nation is the word of a barbarian. Even to listen to it is uncivi- 
lized. It is not the kind of thing which a dignified government 
should permit. I cannot apologize to the masses of the land with 
Saigo's life. Even if Saigo had dozens of lives, I would never use 
them for this purpose." 

Well, if the sum total of expenditures on the expedition has not 
yet reached 500,000 yen, is it because prices have dropped to 
one-tenth of their former level? Or has Saigo's life become worth. 
ten times as much as before? Or has Okuma lied? All the members 
of the Cabinet have followed the same course as Okuma. From 
the very first Ito was displeased with the Taiwan adventure. 
Yamagata also regarded it as wrong. They did not insist, however, 
on withdrawing our troops when the aborigines there surrendered ; 
and finally they agreed to the proposal to open hostilities with 


2 Okuma Shigenobu (1838-1922) had been promoted with Kido’s help in 1873, 
Reportedly Kido was so annoyed with him over this episode that the Choshü leader 
did not speak to Okuma for two years. Okuma served as Secretary General of the 
Taiwan Aborigines Office. Joyce Lebra, “Okuma Shigenobu,” in Itasaka Gen, edu 
Encyclopedia of Japan, VY, 95-96. . A" i € 

3 Saigó Tsugumichi (1843-1902) had command of the Taiwan invasion force. He 
was the younger brother of Saigo Takamori of Satsuma, the great Saigo; and Kido 
had generally admired the younger brother up to this point as one conversant with 
trends in the West, and not given to irrational military adventures an was proposed 
againat Korea in 1873 by Takamori. 
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China. In truth, their attitude is incomprehensible. I am un- 
bearably grieved for the sake of the masses. This single action 
will obstruct progress for ages to come. 

A letter arrived from Yoshitomi. 

Kinashi, Soshiki, Ise, my nephew Hikotaro, and I went to 
Tamae to try our hands at fishing. We returned at 7. 

(Note) Nagatoya Yabei reported from Nagasaki on the details 
of the damage done there by the storm on the 20th. Sakuma Ichi- 
suke's letter came; he has sent a written request for a four-month 
leave of absence. 

Prior to this there was an argument over the total sum of the 
national budget. 

Nomi En, Nakamura Yürizo. 


4 September 1874 Fair. We held Buddhist memorial services 

at the Myokoin and the Ryüshoin. Kinashi, Yamagata, Ise, 

Soshiki, and several other visitors came. I sent letters to Aoki 

Shüzo, Tomita Teijiro, Kashiwamura Makoto,‘ and Fujii Seitaro. 
Kunishige's mother came to visit. 


5 September 1874 Fair. Kinashi returned to Yamaguchi today. 
I sent letters to Yoshida and Yoshitomi. At 5 I went to the Wada 
house. From there Soshiki, Ogawa, Yamagata, Oka, my nephew 
Hikotaro, and I were led by Munakata Seizaburo to the new 
manor at Kurae where we enjoyed ourselves throughout the day. 
About 10 I returned home. (Sasaki Dan'ya came to talk.) 

(Note) The Governor and others pressed me to return home 
because of the dissension in Hagi castletown since spring. I have 
done my best here for the sake of the country; but I am very 
unhappy that so many have been suspicious of me during the 
current controversy. I am firmly resolved, therefore, to withdraw 
from handling it. 


6 September 1874 Cloudy. A telegram arrived at the Prefec- 
tural Office from Governor Nakano in Tokyo; Yoshida relayed 
it to me, I sent letters to Kinashi, Yoshida, and Yoshitomi. 

I visited the houses of Maebara, Yamagata, Ogawa, and Oku- 
daira, Ise, Macbara, Sasaki, and Soshiki came to talk with me. 


4 His popular name was Kashiwamura Kazuma, 
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At night, rain. 
(Note) Tonight Kuribara Haruko, my younger sister, returned 
home. 


7 September 1874 Cloudy, then fair. This morning I was 
invited to a morning tea ceremony hosted by Karasuda; Ise and 
I were the guests. We went there together about 8, and left before 
12. I went to the Wada house to meet my younger sister. I went 
to Nakamura’s and Yamada’s from there, and visited Hiraga and 
Ota. (Lately, Ota has had some trouble in regard to his wife. 
The old lady of the house has had to face this unhappy situation; 
and she has, in addition, lost the sight of both of her eyes. Now 
she has met this problem with her granddaughter. Her unhap- 
piness is much to be pitied; and I told her of my feelings, and that 
I want to help her.) I visited Ozaki, Obata, Terauchi, Soshiki, 
and Ikegami; and I returned home before 6. Ise, Itoga, Soshiki, 
Oka, Ogawa’s three daughters, and Obata’s wife came to visit. 

Kinashi’s letter came; he sent me 500 yen. A letter also came 
from Yoshida; and I sent replies to both of them immediately. I 
also received Okudaira’s letter today. 


8 September 1874 Fair. Yamagata, Nakamura, and Ise came 
to talk. After 10 I went to the Kaichoji temple where today we 
had sutras read for the repose of the souls of our father and mother 
and others. We provided dinner at the temple for our relatives 
and our regular tradesmen, and we returned home at 2. From 
there I went directly to the residence of Lady Yaesu at Hatcho, 
She served drinks and cakes; and we talked for a long time. From 
there I went directly to Ise's accompanied by Oka Chiku. [toga 
was also present. This morning Samon came to tell me that he 
will leave to me the Ota troubles which we discussed yesterday; 
and I consented. Consequently, I told Ise and Itoga about this 
matter. After 10 I returned home. I saw most of Ise’s treasured 
possessions. 


9 September 1874 Fair. In the morning Maruyama came to 
visit. I did calligraphy on papers which had been entrusted to 
me by my friends, About 11 I went to Wada’s, and worshipped 
at the "'enjüin temple and the Kasuga shrine, T visited Kawakita, 
and I got his opinion as to the intentions of Fukubara and Isahaya, 
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I went to Yatomi's and to Nakamura's, and returned home at 2. 

I went to Wada's again, wrote letters to Isahaya and Yoshida, 

and met with Fukubara, Okabe, and Hayakawa, returning home 

at 5. Ise, Yamagata, Ogawa, Sasaki, Terauchi and his wife, 

Soshiki, Ozaki, Hiraga, Okudaira, and several dozen other visitors 

came. They left after midnight; all had come to bid farewell. 
(Note) I gave a word or two of advice to Isahaya. 


10 September 1874 Fair. Ise and Sasaki stayed overnight; and 
Soshiki and several other visitors came. At 10 I departed to go 
to Wada's. Kawamura and his wife, the Hiraga brothers, Matsu- 
mura Shigeru, Iku, Yoshi, Shimbei, Yatomi Shichigoro, and 
others whom I have known since about the time I was ten years 
old came over to bid farewell. I took leave of Kuribara Haruko, 
my younger sister, and of my Wada nephew, and left there after 
11. I went to Mori's to meet with Old Ota and Samon. At 12 
I went to the Baiso in Tamae; the whole Munakata family came 
to see me off. Seizaburo and his wife, the Maeda Kichiemon 
family, Nagai Kichiroemon, and Takeuchi Kuroemon had all 
come there. Maebara Hikotaro had come to my house this 
morning; but, as I was declining to receive guests at that time, 
he had come here and waited since morning. Soshiki and Sasaki 
also had come to see me off; and I left them at 4. After 6 we were 
met by Yamamoto Shichiroemon at the edge of Muneto village; 
and he took us to his house where we had drinks and talked. It 
was very kind of him to wait for us. Oka Koyo fell into a moun- 
tain stream in front of the garden tonight and injured himself 
slightly. Koyo and my nephew Hikotard are accompanying me. 
This morning letters arrived from Kinashi Shin'ichi and Maki- 
mura Masanao. 


11 September 1874 Fair. We left Yamamoto’s at 12, and 
reached "Toyohara after 2. I was detained by Isobe; but Koyo, 
likotaró, and the servants Kiyo and Kuni went directly to 
l'ukagawa. where we stayed overnight. Otsu and his son came; 
and we talked over a few drinks. Otsu finally stayed for the night ; 
| saw Otsu give a theatrical performance with singing and dancing 
lor the first time in four ycars. 

This morning Yamamoto wished to give a banquet for us; and 
he hired hunters to seek game in the area (for which he applied 
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for, and obtained, permission), and they caught a badger and... . 


12 September 1874 Cloudy. We left at 9 to go with Otsu and 
Isobe to the Otsu house where we visited with the old gentlemen 
of the house, with Otsu's wife and children, had a few drinks, and 
talked about the past. A light rain came down after we left 
Sawae, and we reached Fukagawa before 2. Otani Tetsu met 
us in the village before his own, and took us to stay temporaily 
at a former teahouse which he has recently purchased. I came to 
this teahouse twenty-five years ago in the company of the head of 
the house of Wada to bathe in the hot springs. As I recalled the 
past, I was moved by a feeling of the impermanence of things. 


13 September 1874 Wind and rain. Sugi Magoshichiro's 
letter of the 2nd arrived. He says that Lord Iwakura had requested 
the Minister of the Imperial Household to offer money from the 
Imperial private purse, and from the public offering for the 
Palace which had burned, for the Taiwan war fund; but, owing 
to Ito's efforts, this was postponed. How deplorable that such a 
thing should happen! When a serious illness stands in need of a 
cure, it is not enough to suppress its symptoms for a short time. 
If it is allowed to escalate, the people of our land are certain to 
be unhappy; and we shall have to deprive the shizoku of their 
pensions. Our prospects for the future are bleak, indeed! 

Yokoyama Ikuta sent me a letter and a flying fish. He is the 
chief of this district.5 

I bathed in the hot springs three times. The weather cleared 
about 5. 


14 September 1874 Fair. Yokoyama Ikuta came to talk. Oka 
Koyo returned to Hagi; and I entrusted him with letters to Na- 
kamura Kazusuke and to my younger sister Kuribara Haruko, 
Fujii Saisuke came to visit; a heavy rain started to fall after mid- 
night. 


15 September 1874 Rainstorm. Fujii Saisuke returned to 
Hagi at 12. The wind calmed down about noon, 


^ Kuchò KJE. Prefectures were divided into counties, or gun, and into districts upon 
their creation in 1871, 
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16 September 1874 Fair. I went to ... se’s about 3. Letters 
arrived from Kuribara Haruko, my younger sister, and from 
Inoue Saiji. 


17 September 1874 Fair. I wrote letters to Tokyo and else- 
where. I took a walk to ...se's again today. ...se is an old 
friend; he came over last night to visit, and again today to talk. 
Letters arrived from Kinashi, Yoshida, and—signed jointly— 
from Sugi, Nomura, and Yamada. 


18September 1874 Fair. I sent letters to Ito Hirobumi, Kawase 
Hideji, Sakuma Ichi, to Prince Sanjo and Lord Iwakura jointly, 
to Sugi and Nomura jointly, Hiro'oka, Michiyoshi, Seitaro, 
Sobei, and Michitaro in Tokyo, to Colonel Miyoshi of the Sendai 
garrison, Makimura Masanao in Kyoto, Yoshitomi Rakusui in 
Osaka, Kinashi Shin'ichi and Yoshida Uichiro in Yamaguchi, 
Oka Koyo and Fujii Saisuke in Hagi. I entrusted the letters to 
Tokyo to Fujii Saisuke and the letters to Kyoto and Osaka to 
Yoshida Uichiro. In the evening Hikotaro and I took a walk 
along Seimei Street. At night Ito Hirobumi's letter came, as did 
recent reports on Taiwan. Yoshiyama Gorodnosuke has returned 
to Japan. His letter arrived, as did that of Kawase, the Minister 
to Italy. On reading over the recent reports from Taiwan, I am 
upset by the threatening situation more than ever. 
(Note) Ito's letter was dated 10 September. 


19 September 1874 Cloudy. I wrote replies to Ito Hirobumi 
and to the letters from Sugi, Yamada, and Nomura, sent to me 
the other day; and I wrote letters to Kawase Shinko and Shi- 
nagawa Yajiro in Germany, and to Hattori Ichizo in America. 

After 3 I went to the Daineiji temple, and saw the dance, the 
Nanjo odori of this village. The Abbot served me tea and dessert 
as well as red beans and rice.6 Tamijiro of Yobisaka and Naka- 
mura Kazusuke of Hagi came to see me. 


20 September 1874 Cloudy. I left for Mitake this morning in 
the company of Nakamura Kazusuke. About 11 we hired a boat 


at the harbor to go to the Saienji temple in Ohibi. We also went 


* Red beans and rice were prepared for the festival of the temple, 
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to the convent. The scenery was splendid. A festival was held at 
the Seimei Akasaki shrine; the people of the neighborhood gath- 
ered, danced the Wanjé odori, played bugaku music, and had a very 
lively time. I returned home at 6, and encountered a light drizzle 
on the way back. f 

Yoshida Uichirð came in from Yamaguchi, and informed me 
of the recent situation in Tokyo. He consulted me about the In- 
dustrial Development Bureau and other prefectural matters. 

Letters came from Kinashi Shin’ichi and Nomura Motosuke. 
Motosuke wrote about the recent situation in Tokyo, and inquired 
as to what I am going to do about my government position. 


21 September 1874 Fair. Soshiki Sosuke came to visit, Yama- 
moto Shichiróemon as well. Nakamura Kazusuke came from 
Ontake. At 12 I went to the river to fish and caught 20 fish. Yüso 
also came. 
Today I could not sleep, so I wrote five poems. 
Water In the mountain village 
Splendid is the autumnal vista. 
How soothing the sound of water. 
Moon He who was about to leave I persuaded to stay 
To delight in his conversation 
Beneath the autumn moon. 
Rain Even the pattering of raindrops 
Provides companionship. 
Twilight in autumn! 
Clover Bending before the wind, 
in They assume their shape, 
bloom The field of clover in bloom. 
Cicada Again tonight 
They are oblivious to the night, 
The singing of the cicadas. 
River As the rapids of the stream 
More quiet grow, 
Autumn is deepening. 


22 September 1874 Fair. Macbara Hikotaró and Sasaki 
Otoya came to visit, as did Otsu Shiróemon and Isobe Kichizó. 
Okafuji Hachiroji, Saito Genjiemon, and the clerk Hirahara 
"T'orazó came to visit, 
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Katsura Taro sent me a letter saying that he has returned to 
Hagi; Maebara brought a letter from Ise. Letters came from Fujii 
Seitar6 and Kodama Jun’ichird in Tokyo. About 5 Shigesawa 
Uemon came to visit; and he played go with Yoshida Uichiro. He 
is one of the masters of the game in this district. 


23 September 1874 Rain, then clear. Maebara, Sasaki, and 
Shigesawa came to talk one after another. At 3 I went fishing with 
a net with Sasaki. Oka Sei'ichi came bringing letters from Oku- 
daira Nisui, Kawakita Shunsuke, and Karasuda Ryotai. Ryotai's 
letter related to Aoki Shüzo's personal situation; he says that 
Aoki sent notice to the government that he had decided to resign 
his office, because he had been disowned by his family;? but that 
he had withdrawn his resignation, and has again become the 
Aoki family heir. Indeed, this has been a difficult problem; it 
has created complications for some time past; but it has finally 
been settled. 

Yoshida played go again today; yesterday I won two games, 
but today I lost three. Today after 12 Yoshida returned to Yama- 
guchi. A letter came from Nakajima Shiro. 


24 September 1874 Cloudy, then fair. Otsu Shiroemon, So- 
shiki Sosuke, and Oka Sei'ichi returned to Hagi. Soshiki came in 
regard to the Yoshiki adoption. A message came in regard to 
Ota Samon's family situation. Munakata and Kumi came to 
visit. 

Isahaya Sakujiro, Fukubara Mataichi, and Oka ... [The 
following is blank.] 

(Note) Katsura Taro came to visit; he brought a letter from 
Yamagata Aritomo, and some official reports. I am generally 
informed about the situation in Tokyo. 


25 September 1874 Fair. Kondo Yoshiki came to visit; as did 
Otsu. Visitors arrived throughout the day. This morning Naka- 
mura Kazusuke returned to Hagi; and I entrusted him with a 
letter to Soshiki and Oka. As tonight was the fifteenth day of the 


1 Aoki Shüzo had been designated heir when he married a daughter of the Aoki 
family; and his position apparently was tenuous, as was often the case for a husband 
adopted into a family, 
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eighth month by the old lunar calendar, I viewed the moon with 
my friends. Today Kondo asked me to compose a poem; and for 
the first time in my life I opened my mouth in public to recite 
such a poem. , 

The moon shines brightly from above the mountain 

On the leaves of the inn where I join my friends. 

But this night alone I would that the moon might fly away, 

That I be spared the role of poet. 

A letter came from Sugi Cho’u who tells me that my proposals 
are gradually being adopted, and that Lord Mori, Third Court 
Rank, Junior Grade, has made a grant of 2,500 koku for shizoku 
rehabilitation, and entrusted its management to me. 

Munakata, Cho, and Matsu have come. e E 

(Note) Hiraga Moku and Uda came to visit in regard to Mori 
family matters. 


26 September 1874 Cloudy. A varicty of visitors came all 
through the day. In the evening I went to the Daineiji temple 
with Yoshiki and Yüso. Katsura Taro left this evening. 


27 September 1874 Rain. Visitors throughout the day. I took 
a walk in the neighborhood in the evening. Okabe returned to 


Hagi. 


28 September 1874 Cloudy. My nephew Hikotaro returned 
to Hagi, as last night there came the unhappy news of Kuribara 
Tajiiro’s death. Ise and Oka came to visit; and Hiraga Moku also 
returned to Hagi today. Tonight Kondo Yoshiki was the reader 
for the Hundred Poets Game.® Visitors all day without a break. 
In the evening I strolled about the neighborhood. 


29 September 1874 Fair. A courier came from Yamaguchi 
bringing a letter from the two Prefectural Councilors, Kinashi 
and Yoshida. Also, he brought a letter from Yoshida written on 
the 27th. In the envelope were letters from Makimura and Mi- 
yagi. I wrote a reply to Kinashi and Yoshida. A telegram came 
from Nakano and Inoue asking me to return to Yamaguchi; and 
I sent word that I would meet them in Bakan,’ ; 


9 Hyakunin isshu TA =M 
V Now called Shimonoseki, 
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Narazaki Toyomoto came from Tokyo as an envoy from Lord 
Mori, Third Court Rank, Junior Grade. He brought a letter 
from the Lord and another from the family steward,!? Kashiwa- 
mura Noboru. The main point of the Lord’s letter was that he 
had adopted the suggestion for which I had petitioned, and 
granted 2,500 koku out of his Merit Award Stipend for shizoku in- 
dustrial employment training in the prefecture, and that he will 
entrust its management to me. Narazaki also spoke with me in 
regard to the plans for shizoku rehabilitation. 

At night Old Kondo was the reader for the Hundred Poets 
Game. Yüso, Munakata, and Kumi left. 


30 September 1874 Rain. Since morning I have talked with 
Narazaki, Kondo, Ise, Oka, and Shigesawa. I wrote replies to 
Lord Mori, Third Court Rank, Junior Grade, and to Kashiwa- 
mura, and handed them over to Narazaki. Mihori Kosuke, who 
has returned to Hagi from Tokyo recently, came to talk about 
the affairs of Ota Samon; therefore, I gave him my opinion. 
Samon has faced troubles at home, and in the world outside; and 
he has decided to divorce his wife. I immediately dispatched a 
messenger to Ise to have him go to Itoga’s to request an interview 
with Samon’s wife. Norito died while under a false charge of 
treason; his old mother is more than seventy, and has lost the 
sight of both of her eyes. Now this troubled situation has arisen. 
I cannot bear to see this family endure so much misfortune. Otsu 
Shiróemon (Otsu is a member of a branch family; and he is now 
a merchant in Senzaki), Murata..., Kodama... (who was in 
Ogori with his troops along with me at the time of the mutiny) 
came to talk. 

Today with Yoshiki, Shosu, and Koyo, I drew lots for poetry 
themes, and my two were. “moonlight on the river” and “cicadas 
in the garden.” 

In the rapids of the flowing stream 
Where even the floating leaves do not pause, 
Only the reflection of the moon holds fast. 


Lest I startle the singing cicada 
I did not close the doors to my bedchamber 
The whole night through. 


10 Karei WAT. 


October 


1 October 1874 Rain. Munakata, Cho, and Matsu returned 
to Hagi. Nakano Genzo sent a messenger to me. 

Katsura Taro dispatched a courier to me to ask if I had any 
letters for Tokyo. I requested that he transmit letters to Yamagata 
Kyosuke, Aoki Shüzo, my Tokyo home, Prefectural Councilor 
Makimura, and my nephew Hikotaro. I sent word to Katsura 
Tard giving details on the recent crisis. Before 11 Itoga Kanzo 
came along with Ota Samon and his wife. 


2 October 1874 Fair. This morning I listened to the arguments 
of Samon and of his wife; and I gave them my opinion on what 
is best for their future. I related my ideas to Ise and Itoga; and, 
since both agree, I talked with Mihori Kosuke who, upon a set- 
tlement, returned to Hagi immediately. Now that the wife has 
shown penitence, Ota Samon should effect a reconciliation with 
her, and after the reconciliation he should forget everything that 
has happened in the past. If they are unable to make their agree- 
ment permanent, she should, as a daughter of the Ota family, 


apologize to the old grandmother ... (The following lines are 
blank.) r 

After 3 I went to... se's with Ise, Kondo, and Oka. Otsu 
joined us later; ... Isobe's son came to pay a visit to me during 
my illness. 


3 October 1874 Cloudy. Itoga, Ota, and his wife and I returned 
to Hagi. Taisei, the Abbot of Daineiji temple, and a great many 
others came to bid us farewell. We departed before 9, had the 
noon meal at Jiyoshi, arrived at Nishichi after 4, and stayed at 
Nakano Genzo’s. I suffered a great deal from stomach pains after. 
we left Jiyoshi, finally recovering in the evening, TÖ, Komatsu, 
Kondo Yoshiki, Oka Koyo, and my nephew Hikotaré accom- 


Wü 8 
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panied me; and we separated from Otsu and Hiranoya at Fuka- 
gawa. 

Kinashi forwarded to me letters from Inoue Segai, Yoshitomi 
Rakusui, and Kawakita Shunsuke. Yoshitomi strongly promoted 
the development of industry and the employment training of 
samurai and people of this prefecture. Inoue also wrote that, 
since he will be returning to Yamaguchi soon in this regard, he 
requests that I also go back to take charge of industrial develop- 
ment and shizoku employment. I wrote replies to Kinashi and 
Inoue, and arranged to send them off tomorrow morning as I 
have a good opportunity. Things are handled at the Prefectural 
Office in a partisan manner, so I am very unhappy at the pros- 
pects before me. I do not have the slightest intention of avoiding 
difficulties with them, because I have an obligation to the people 
of this prefecture. 


4 October 1874 Rain. We stayed at Nakano's. A letter came 
from Yokoyama Ikuta, with Yamada Akiyoshi's letter enclosed. 
Our host Genzo lost his father, Hanzaemon, this spring; I had 
been acquainted with him for the past ten years. After working 
for more than ten years he finally opened the Toyota River to 
navigation; and he has also opened up the Tokuchi River to 
navigation. Ise and Kondo composed poems in memory of 
Saemon; and I also produced one in the end: 

The person whom I met last spring is gone; 

Today we could do no more than talk about his distinguished 

deeds. 


5 October 1874 Fair. At 10 we took a boat from the rear of 
the house, and went down to the Toyota River, arriving at 
Kotani after 2. We had the noon meal at ... ; and we hired a 
boat again at 4, reaching Shimonoseki after 6. The wind and tide 
were favorable: Through arrangements made by Yoshitomi, I 
have rented ...’s house on Oku Lane; so we went there. (It 
formerly belonged to Indo Benzo.) 


6 October 1874 Fair. Yoshino Ichiro, Goto Katsuzo, and 
several others came to visit, About 11 I went to the telegraph 
office to send a wire to Yoshida Uichi in Yamaguchi. From there 
I went to Yoshino's to have a few drinks, and we talked. Then 
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I went to Goto Katsu’s, and drank, and talked. Yamauchi . . . and 
Irie Wasaku came to visit. Miura... and Yoshiyama Goronosuke 
came to visit, and said that the ship Berlin had arrived with Inoue 
Segai aboard; so we returned to our inn, and dined together and 
talked. Then Inoue sent over a man; so I went to his place to 
hear about the current situation in Tokyo, and a general outline 
of the work entrusted to me by our compatriots in Tokyo in 
regard to the handling of the shizokw of Yamaguchi prefecture. 
Several hours passed before we realized it. I returned home at 11. 
Yoshitomi’s letter came. 


7 October 1874 Fair. Inoue Segai, Yoshiyama Goronosuke, 
Miura ..., Kajiyama..., and... came to visit. Letters arrived 
from Yamada Akiyoshi, Miyoshi Guntaro, and Sugiyama Kotaro. 
(Sugiyama sent me an encyclopedia with volumes on the peoples 
of the world, education, society, etc.) We discussed things we did 
not get into yesterday—the present situation in Tokyo, the state 
of the Cabinet, etc. At 12 I went to Inoue’s. Obata Heizan’s let- 
ter of yesterday came today. He arrived today by sea, and came 
to visit at Inoue’s place. I went to his house on the way back, and 
returned home at 12. 


8 October 1874 Fair. Lord Mori, Third Court Rank, Junior 
Grade, and officials of the sénin rank! and above have made 
contributions for the economic rehabiliation of the shizoku in 
Yamaguchi prefecture, and entrusted the money to me. Last 
night, reflecting on the present situation in the nation—that if 
the course of things is not changed the people will encounter 
terrible hardships—I could not sleep; so I wrote down several 
of my ideas to send to Inoue Segai. The reason I wrote to Segai 
was that he had received the telegram from Lord Mori and our 
compatriots in Tokyo, and had come to Yamaguchi for the ex- 
press purpose of delivering the message to me. 

Segai came to talk about 8. Heizan, Ranko (Yoshino) and 
several other visitors came. After 3 I went to the Amizo with 
Segai and Heizan, and stopped at Heizan’s on the way back, 
before returning home. 

1 Je. The second level in the Japanese civil service, Sonin office holders were ape 


pointed by heads of ministries with the Emperor's approval. ‘The top rank of officials 
whose appointments originated with the Emperor was known as chokunin, 


MEIJI 7, OCTOBER 83 


9 October 1874 Fair. I went fishing offshore from Kokura with 
Segai and several others, returning home after 2. 

There is a rumor that a telegram has come from Peking re- 
porting a peaceful settlement. Deep in my heart I rejoice for the 
sake of our masses. If the Cabinet has repented of its reckless 
action, as I have heard, I hope that it will be much more prudent 
in the future, set its overall goals, vow to firm up its commitment 
to the law, and above all, begin to emphasize domestic develop- 
ment in a spirit of goodwill. Whether or not this purpose is firmly 
decided on by the Cabinet will affect the path of the shizoku of 
our prefecture; so I conferred with Segai on how we can find out 
what the Cabinet’s intent really is. Unless our present course is 
turned around, it is inevitable that the national treasury will be 
emptied overnight, a great disparity will develop between the 
value of gold and paper money, and disorder will arise through 
the land, producing distress in our nation. The prospects are too 
terrible to behold. 

On the way home I stopped by Heizan’s, and met Prefectural 
Councilor Hori of Kokura prefecture. I was informed that the 
troops stationed in Kokura had been dispatched to Taiwan, 
contradicting the report which reached me today. In my heart 
| am very much troubled. At 6 I returned home. Prefectural 
Councilor Yoshida’s letter came. 


10 October 1874 Cloudy, light rain, then fair. This morning 
I wrote a letter to Ito Hirobumi, telling him that my recent re- 
fusal of office was disallowed, and that the presidency of the 
Kyodo-gaisha® was entrusted to me, along with responsibility 
for education and economic rehabilitation of the shizoku of Yama- 
guchi prefecture, by Lord Mori, Third Court Rank, Junior 
Grade, and my colleagues; so I am in a position whereby I can 
hardly reject it. Still, while I am willing to bear any burden for 
the sake of the shizoku, I cannot engage in these undertakings 
because of my differences of opinion with those in authority. It 
seems rather difficult to educate the shizoku and give direction 
to them unless the government gives thought to its future aims. I 
only request that the gentlemen of the government repent and 
avoid such rash actions as the Taiwan expedition in the future, 


? Wil Wil, Cooperative Company. Kido also calls it Kyodosha. 
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giving their whole attention to domestic administration, and the 
gradual improvement of the condition of the people. I wrote down 
my chief arguments as follows: 

1. If we do not have a financial plan, we face collapse at home; 
so can we not reconsider our priorities and bring up the question, 
of the withdrawal of troops for debate again? The reason is that 
if disorder does occur within the country while we are preoc- 
cupied with matters outside, the hardships of the people will be 
severe, while the recovery of the nation will be all but impossible. 

2. The great evil of the present age is the fact that the tail wags 
the dog—the decentralization of authority. Still, the government 
is now engaged in calling up huge numbers of soldiers. This will 
only intensify the evil of decentralization, and form the basis for 
domestic disorders, and injure our efforts to make progress at 
home. Whom do these disorders and injuries affect? The com- 
mon people, of course. For this reason, rather than start incidents 
abroad resulting in unhappiness for the common people, it is 
important to guard against these internal troubles. If we consider 
the momentum toward decentralization already underway, the 
troops which are being recruited today will later become the 
major source of the internal strife which we shall have to suppress 
at some future time; therefore, in consequence, I hope that the 
number of soldiers called up will be kept to an absolute minimum. 

3. I participated in the creation of the present political structure 
in its first stages; and, in doing so, I tried to dissolve the stubborn 
adherence to tradition in Yamaguchi prefecture, and finally a 
few years ago had a hand in bringing about some degree of change. 

On the basis of the present crisis, however, I wonder ifin the future 
we should not adhere to tradition rather than break with it? In 
fact, the Imperial government is based on the great principle of 
the contentment of the people ; and it must be prepared to prevent 
domestic strife; consequently, I believe that adherence to tradi- 
tion is right. I feel that it is my responsibility to report this since 
it affects the destiny of the shizoku of this prefecture, and of the 
people generally. 

4, Inasmuch as the bad practices of one area ultimately per- 
meate into other areas, bringing no little injury to the people, 
why not make the prefectures into domains again? so that the 


3 Evidently Kido wants more autonomy for local governments, like that which 
prevailed under the domains 
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troubles of one area will not infect other areas? Why not indeed? 
What the Cabinet should do is fix its future aims, make a drastic 
decrease in military expenditures, focus on domestic administra- 
tion, announce that its controlling purpose is the tranquility of 
the masses, and establish local assemblies. If that is done, the 
Empire will become a safe and peaceful place. 

At Inoue’s I watched a game of go between a certain Otani of 
Aki province (who holds the Fourth Rank) and Inoue. We left 
Bakan after 2, and reached Mitajiri at 9. The name of our ship 
was the Wagomaru. We went to Sadanaga Shoin's! and stayed 
for the night. 


11 October 1874 Cloudy, then fair. I acquired a large crystal 
vase which Shoin had promised to me before. Also, I brought 
home an incense burner of celadon porcelain, and crystal for a 
seal. We have not decided whether to buy these or not. I left 
Sadanaga's after 9; Shoin came several blocks with me, as far 
as Okan Road, to see me off. I took a short rest at Sabayama 
Motobei's. Katsumata stopped to see me on his way back to his 
prefecture. On the way I met Hayashi Makita and Kawakita Ha- 
Jime, who told me that Princes Okimaru and Saburo are leaving 
lor Tokyo tomorrow. I regret that I did not have audiences with 
them, I met all the members of the Ota household and Hiraga 
Moku. We arrived at Abe Hei’s in Yamaguchi at 4, Fukubara 
l'aróbei came; and in the evening Governor Nakano, Prefectural 
Councilors Kinashi and Yoshida, and Inoue came to talk. Muna- 


kata Nao, who had returned to Yamaguchi prefecture today, came 
to visit. 


12 October 1874 Fair. Katayama, Abe Den’emon, and others 
came to visit. Miura and Jiyama came to talk; with the two of 
(hem I went to pay respects at the tomb of Lord Chüsei.? On 
(he way back I visited Kamaiyama, and returned home at 1. 
After 2 Governor Nakano, Inoue Segai, and Prefectural Coun- 
(lors Kinashi and Yoshida gathered at my place. We discussed 
in detail the regulations for the Yamaguchi prefecture Kyodo- 


1 Sadanaga Shoin (1826-1892) was a merchant who became wealthy by controlling 
ie lad i Wi fields and. exporting his product as far as Ezo. On giving up trade he 
settled in Mitajiri, and devoted himself to poetry and politics, Hi inke j 
with Kido nnd Takasugi Shinsaku, ? ER ia 


^ Mori Takachika, 
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gaisha, the shizoku cooperative company, the economic rehabilita- 
tion of the shizoku, and the matter of public education—all of 
which have been entrusted to me by Lord Mori, Third Court 
Rank, Junior Grade. The meeting adjourned about 10; Aoki 
Gumpei came to visit. 


13 October 1874 Fair. Prefectural Councilor Kinashi came to 
talk. If we do not inquire into the aims of the central government, 
it is difficult for us to establish the course of our policy of encour- 
agement of the shizoku of this prefecture, so I talked with Kinashi 
about his going to Tokyo. Inoue also came to talk. Kamiyama, 
Maki, Miura, and several other visitors came. Kinashi and I called 
on Prefectural Councilor Yoshida® after 6 to discuss the things 
we did not get to in yesterday’s meeting. I returned home at ite 


14 October 1874 Cloudy, then rain. Nagaya ... came to 
discuss the matter of schools and instruction in our prefecture. 
Katsumata also came and I gave him my opinion in regard to his 
changing his post in government. I received the balance left over 
from construction expenses from Bandaiya. 

About 3 I called on Old Takasugi. The other day I had gotten 
the old gentleman’s opinions in regard to education for samurai 
economic rehabilitation. This evening, therefore, I talked with 
him about my plans. I returned home after 5; and I went to 
Nakano’s after 6. But, as his house was full of guests, I left without 
seeing him. I visited Masaki and Kondo, and returned home at 11. 

Letters came from Yamada Akiyoshi and Sugi Magoshichiro. 
(Yamada's letter was dated the 4th and Sugi’s the Ist.) Sakuma 
Kazusuke? sent me his Shoban Gairon® (“Proposals for the Man- 
agement of the Barbarians”). 


15 October 1874 Fair. Masaki and other visitors came one after 
another. At 2 I called on Inoue and Nakano to discuss some things 
we did not get to the other day. At 5 I visited Kinashi; and I 


6 Yoshida Uichi (1829-1920) was a Chóshü samurai who had graduated from the 
Meirinkan and turned his attention to National Learning, or kokugaku, before bee 


coming an official in the Yamaguchi prefectural government after the Restoration, 
He loved waka poetry, and a volume of that verse was published in honor of him, 

7 Sakuma Kazusuke (1844-1882), Chöshü samurai, served with the Dajokan, or 
Grand Council of State, early in the Meiji era, His first position was that of Shikan, 
or Archivist, 
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stopped in at Masaki's on the way back, returning home after 10. 


16 October 1874 Fair. I went to Masaki's, and on to Maki 
Katsuhei's with him. Hayashi Makita, Kawakita Hajime, and a 
great many visitors were there. At 9 on the way back I stopped 
by Bandaiya's, and returned to go to bed at 11. Ito Hirobumi's 
letter came (dated the 8th). 


17 October 1874 Cloudy. Mihori Kosuke came to talk, as did 
Inoue, Kinashi, Nakano, Yoshida, and Kasai. All came to discuss 
the Kyodo-gaisha, the shizoku cooperative company, and to talk 
about the economic rehabilitation of the shizoku. They left about 
10. Letters arrived from Taka..., from Sugi and Nomura— 
jointly signed (dated the 5th), and from Sugi (dated the 7th). 

I sent letters to Sugi, Nomura, Yamada, Ito, Sahata, and 
Fujii Seitaro. 

(Note) Isahaya, Miura, and Okabe came to visit. Fukubara 
Goronosuke's letter came. 


18 October 1874 Fair. Isahaya, Mura, Okabe, and Inoue came 
to talk. At 10 I took a stroll to Sugi's and Inoue's, returning home 
before 12. Inoue, Nakano, and Kinashi came to discuss the 
Ky6d6-gaisha. Wada Yoshisuke came, and departed directly 
from my place for Kumage. 


19 October 1874 Fair. Kawakita Hajime and Hayashi Makita 
came to talk about rice for the relief of the men who mutinied in 
1870. Suzuki ..., Isahaya Sakujiro, Susume Jüroku, and Inoue 
Saburo came to talk. Inoue Segai and I went to Takasugi’s 
at his invitation about 4. I left there at 10 to go with Sega and 
Abe Hei to the Kawaraya in Yuda where we spent the night. 


70 October 1874 Rain. At 1 I returned home with Segai. Miura 
came to talk about the difficulties the garrison troops experienced 
this spring. Governor Nakano, Prefectural Councilor Yoshida, 
and Kasaki Jumpachi came to settle the matters of shizoku eco- 
nomic rehabiliation, and of the Kyodo-gaisha. During our 
discussion of these two issues—rehabilitation and the shizoku 
company—lasting for more than ten days, a conflict has arisen 
over personal interests, It has been exceedingly difficult to fix 
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clear regulations for the future guidance of the shizoku and the 
people; therefore, I realize that the time has not yet arrived for 
doing this task. I fear that it will be useless to exert myself on 
behalf of these programs at this time. I told the Governor how I 
feel recently, and refused to take charge. He pressed me all the 
more on the grounds that it will be most unfortunate if they are 
not carried out now after he invited me to return to the pre- 
fecture, and he is relying me. Because of my apprehensions, how- 
ever, I refused adamantly; and the other men could do no more 
than leave. 


21 October 1874 Fair. Inoue Segai, Isahaya Sakujiro, Fu- 
kubara Matataro, Suzuki ..., Kondo Yoshiki, Takasugi’s widow, 
and Baisho® came. Inoue talked about the dissension which has 
developed in recent days over shizoku economic rehabiliation 
and the Kyodo-gaisha. About 4 I went to Kawakita Hajime’s. 
The delivery of the relief rice supplies for the erstwhile mutineers 
has been delayed, so we talked about expediting it. I returned 
home after 10. 

Yoshikawa, Chief of the Telegraph Bureau, reported to me 
that Ito Hirobumi had wired the Shimonoscki Telegraph Office 
that he will sail from Tokyo on the 25th, and wants to meet me in 
Shimonoseki. There were instructions in the telegram about 
where to locate me to relay this message. 


22 October 1874 Cloudy. Kamiyama Seiya came to talk. Inoue 
Segai also came to discuss the situation which we have been 
considering in recent days. Governor Nakano, Prefectural Coun- 
cilors Kinashi and Yoshida, and Kasaki Jumpachi came to insist 
that I help them with shizoku economic rehabilitation and the 
shizoku cooperative company, the Kyodo-gaisha. Although I 
repeated my refusal, having doubts about the successful realiza- 
tion of the plans under present arrangements, as I told them the 
other day, they were insistent in their request for my participation 
out of fear that suspicion will develop among the people, and that 
that plans will collapse if I do not. They begged me so eagerly that 
they agreed to everything I demanded. I am, of course, always 
concerned about the welfare of the people, and I do hope that both 


9 Balsho was the celebrated mistress of Takasugi Shinsaku. 
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plans will be realized; but I was upset by the disagreements which 
developed in our discussions, and I felt obliged to refused to par- 
ticipate. As all of them abandoned their attitude of narrow self- 
interest, and followed my views, I had to accept. We then dis- 
cussed the selection of personnel, beginning with the directors. 
I proposed that we separate economic rehabilitation from the 
cooperative company; and, though each person had minor reser- 
vations, all accepted my views. I, therefore, invited Segai over 
to tell him of the main results of our meeting; and I proposed the 
selection of Yoshitomi of Senshüsha to be the executive director of 
the Kyodosha. Although Inoue regarded this as an inconvenience 
to him, he finally consented.!?^ We decided that Nakano should 
supervise the Kyodosha, that Yoshida should oversee economic 
rehabilitation, and that Kasai should work with both until the 
situation is clarified. 

At Tateyama's invitation Nakano, Inoue, Kajiyama, Inoue, 
and I went to Mount Matsutake in... at 2; and we descended 
the mountain at 6. I stopped in at Nakano's on the way back, and 
reached home and went to bed at 10. 


23 October 1874 Rain. Kawakita and Hayashi came to talk 
about how to distribute the relief rice. I told them that I had 
been discussing the prospects for success of this program with pre- 
fectural officials inasmuch as Lord Mori has entrusted the matter 
io me. Inoue came to talk; and I went to Kinashi's to tell him that 
the economic rehabilitation and cooperative company matters 
have finally been settled. About 5 I went to Abe Den'emon's 
to see the chrysanthemums. Nakano and Inoue were present. Two 
letters came from Bakan (dated the 21st and 22nd), and another 
came from Oka. My nephew Yoshisuke's letter reached me from 
Kumage. This morning I answered Ito by telegram to the effect 
that I shall go to Bakan on the 27th. 


74 October 1874 Fair. Kinashi, Yoshida, Kasai, Isahaya, Fu- 
kubara, and Ochiai came to talk. At 12 I went to the Kawaraya 
in Yuda to meet Inoue and Kajiyama. We went together to 
Yoshitomi's, and I returned home after 6. Isahaya also came. 
| worshipped at the grave of Lord Chüsei about 7, when the moon 


! Inoue Kaoru was involved in the business of a private company, Senshtisha, 
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was at the height of its beauty. On the way back I stopped in to 
see Kamiyama, Kinashi, Bandaiya, and Katayama, and re- 
turned home to go to bed at 1. Yamaguchi Katsuzo had come to 
Yamaguchi in the morning, and so I listened to some matters of 
business from him in bed. 


25 October 1874 Fair. I visited Inoue Segai at 7 to finish dis- 
cussing some aspects of shizoku economic rehabilitation and the 
Kyodosha which we had not gotten to earlier. I also visited 
Governor Nakano to discuss some things connected with those 
two problems. Enroute I bade farewell to Isahaya and Fuku- 
bara, and returned home directly from there. Yoshida, Kasai, 
Kawakita, Kinashi, Nakano, Inoue, Aoki, and several other 
visitors came. (I talked with Kawakita about the relief rice, and 
with Yoshida and Kasai about the economic rehabilitation and 
Kyodosha matters. Abe Hei, Abe Den'emon, and Bandaiya 
came. 

At 10 I made my departure; and Nakano and Inoue came 
as far as Ogori to see me off. We had lunch in the Kobayashi, and 
left each other there. Yüzo and Jimbei came. (On the way we 
stopped in at Yüzo's). At 2 we left Ogóri, and reached Funagi 
after 5, staying at Oba's. Kaneshige, the District Chief, came. I 
sent letters to Nakano, Inoue, Kinashi, Suzuki (Mataichi), Ka- 
tayama, and Bandaiya. 

(Note) I made my farewells to Yoshida and others at my gate. 


26 October 1874 Fair. Naito Gentai, his wife, and his mother 
all came to visit. I set out at 9, and reached Yoshida at 12. I 
worshipped Togyo's!! grave from afar, had lunch in Ozuki after 
1, and reached Bakan about 5. Toyonaga ... and Amizo came 
to visit tonight; and Toyonaga took us over to his house. En route 
we encountered Ise and Tokunaga Gen'emon who were coming 
to see me. At their invitation I went to the Kenkairo where we 
enjoyed a bath, had some drinks, and spent the rest of the day 
playing go. About 6 I had an invitation to the Naniwaro, and 
returned home at |. 


n Takasugi Shinsaku (1839-1867) was the organizer of Choshü's Kiheitai, an 
irregular military unit of samurai and commoners, With it Takasugi carried out the 
coup of 1865 in Choshü which resulted in Kido's recall to be the dominant political 
figure in the domain, ‘Takasugi died of tuberculosis on the eve of the Meiji Restoration, 
*pogyo in his gô, or pen name, 
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(Note) Letters came from Kawase Shinko, Moridera Hinko, 
and Fujii Seitaro. 


27 October 1874 Fair. Aoe Hide came to discuss the situation 
of the dissidents. Shimada Sukeshichi came to talk.12 


28 October 1874 Fair, then rain. I wrote and sent letters to 
Inoue Segai and Bandaiya. Toyonaga and Yoshino came to visit. 
At 11 we went to Toyonaga's, and took a boat from the rear of his 
place to cross the sea to Kokura where we visited Obata Heizan. 
Oka and Yoshino accompanied me; and all of us stayed for the 
night. Yamao's letter arrived yesterday. 


29 October 1874 Weather unsettled. In the morning I looked 
over calligraphy and paintings, and art objects in Heizan's 
possession; and after eating the noon meal Heizan took us all 
over to Kimura Shunsai's. (Kimura is a Choshü man who is on 
duty at the hospital here. He is staying in a temple, the garden of 
which has chrysanthemums in full bloom.) We returned to his 
place about 4. I saw a letter from Kokura Prefectural Councilor 
Hori ... (sent from Tokyo) to the effect that Okubo, having 
arrived in Peking, has failed to conclude the talks successfully, and 
intends to return to Japan soon.!3 For the sake of the Imperial 
government and of the people I am deeply distressed. Tonight all 
of us stayed over. 


30 October 1874 Fair. We left Kokura at 2. At the time the 
wind was particularly severe, and the tide was unfavorable. 
‘he raging waves pounded our ship, tossing it about a good deal. 
We arrived in port at 4, went to Toyonaga’s directly, entered the 
bath, had a meal, and talked for some time. Ise also came. I went 
to Amizó's to see Ise home after 8, and returned to my place at 11. 


! In the published version of the Kido nikki at this point there is included a passage 


which rightfully belongs to the entry for 27 October 1875, as internal evidence dem- 
onstrates; and Dr. Itagaki Tetsuo determined from consulting the original manu- 
wript at the Imperial Household Agency that the passage had been misplaced in the 
published version, 


M Okubo 'Toshimichi was appointed minister plenipotentiary to China on 1 August 
174, Between 1 September and 18 November he negotiated with the Chinese govern- 
ment over the Taiwan crisis, Although he appeared to be on the verge of failure 
several times, ultimately he was entirely successful. Japan's actions were recognized as 
just and proper by the Chinese who paid an indemnity of 500,000 taels, Iwata, Okubo, 
YOU 222, 
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31 October 1874 Fair. Ikeyoshi, Goto, and Sakaya came to 
talk. I visited Ise at Amizo's after 12, and returned home at 9. 
At Amizo’s I met an Aizu man who said that he had gone to 
China in July of last year, and had travelled to Solitary Hill and 
Su Tung-p’o Causeway at West Lake,!4 returning to Japan 
on the 12th. This morning a Kokura priest named Saikai Taisu 
came to talk about the continents of the West. He begged for a 
contribution; and I gave him some money, and excused myself. 


14 fie DEW) Ku, Su, Hsi-hu. Gu Shan, or Solitary Hill Island in West Lake has been 
beautifully landscaped since the T’ang Dynasty (618-907); it is linked to the north 
shore of the lake by a bridge. Su 'Tung-p'o Causeway, running north-south across the 
lake, is named for the famous Sung Dynasty poet who served as prefect of Hangehow 
and lived from 1037 to 1101, West Lake, or Asishu, a place Kido had never seen, was 
synonymous with paradise in his mind, 


November 


1 November 1874 Fair. This morning Ito Hirobumi arrived, 
and sent me a letter. Inoue Yakichi came to talk; he and Torio 
had both travelled with Ito. I made a flower arrangement of 
camellias and narcissus in the crystal vase which I acquired from 
Sadanaga Shoin. Letters arrived from Sugi, Nomura, and Ya- 
mada—and from Kawase in Italy. Mitoya Shichiro who returned 
home with Ito came to talk. 

At 2 on my way to visit Ito I encountered him as he was en route 
to see me, so we went to his place together. He informed me of 
the recent situation in Tokyo. From there I went to Toyonaga’s 
where Ito, Ise, Torio, and Kinashi had gathered to talk. Every- 
body left at 11. 


2 November 1874 Fair. At 8 I went to Ito's where we talked 
about the trends of the day for some time. I received a letter 
{vom Prince Sanjo, reporting that there are present indications 
arising from the Taiwan problem. When the issue first came up 
| took the position that we should devote our efforts solely to 
domestic development, and tried to stop the Taiwan expedition. 
But my position was not adopted; and in the end I resigned my 
office. The present policies of the government have not been 
carefully considered. Now at last we have become embroiled with 
China; and, though it is regrettable, nothing can be done. This 
| deeply deplore. Prince Sanjo apologized to me for the above- 
mentioned matter; and he implored me to return to Tokyo. 

From Itō’s I went to Toyonaga's, then to Amizo's. Tokunaga 
took Ise and me to a tea ceremony at which our host was Koyo. 
After it was over we had some drinks and talked. I was told then 
that Ito had come to my place during my absence, and that a 
telegram had arrived from Tokyo; so I returned. According to 
the telegram, no news has been received from Okubo, although 
it is understood from a report brought by the ship Moshun that 
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negotiations with Clhina have collapsed. From Ito I received an 

Imperial edict: 
Kido Takayoshi, Third Court Rank, Junior Grade: 
As a result of our efforts to subdue the Taiwan aborigines, we 
have become embroiled in a dispute with the Ch'ing govern- 
ment of China; consequently, we dispatched Okubo as our 
Minister Plenipotentiary.! He conducted negotiations with 
the Chinese, but has been unable to reach an agreement. 
The point has been reached whereby war may break out 
between the two countries. As the fate of the nation hangs 
in the balance, your services are required in the government, 
and you are hereby ordered to return to the capital imme- 
diately. 

Inoue Segai, who returned to Shimonoseki from Yamaguchi 
today, came to visit. We discussed the Kyodo-gaisha and the 
economic rehabilitation of the shizoku in Yamaguchi prefecture ; 
and we also talked about the recent situation in Tokyo for a long 
time. 

Obata (Governor of Kokura prefecture), who came from 
Kokura by sea, and will return to his home town of Hagi tomor- 
row, arrived to talk. I went to bed at 2. Kawakita ... (The 


following is blank.) 


3 November 1874 Fair. Gotd, Yatani, Ise, and Kinashi came 
to visit. Sato, Chief of the Lighthouse Bureau, and Junior Deputy 
Public Works Minister Ono came to talk. With Sato and Ono 
I went to the Kenkairo at 11 to enter the bath there and relax 
for a while. We took the noon meal, then Ono and I went to the 
Amida temple, and on to Gotó's and Yoshino's. On the invitation 
of Ishikawa Ryóhei this evening, I went to the Naniwaro with 
my companions, then to Amizo’s, returning home at 11. 
Letters came from Miura Goro, Nishijima Seiho. 


4 November 1874 Rain. Ikeyoshi and Yatani came to talk, 

After 10 I went to Inoue's for a discussion of the recent situation. 
in Tokyo. We also discussed several matters relating to the Kyodo- 
gaisha and shizoku economic rehabilitation, and studied the 
regulations for the latter. I left at 9, and on the way back, met 
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Ito at Irie’s place. Recently there have been telegrams reporting 
the imminent rupture of negotiations with China; but, according 
to today’s telegram, the situation has eased, and it seems that 
there may be an opening again. It is certainly difficult to tell 
what China will do. I returned home before 10. 


5 November 1874 Fair. In the morning, a great many visitors. 
At 11 Ito Hirobumi came to talk. Our discussion lasted six hours, 
covering the resolution of the China problem, postwar objectives, 
and future government measures. At 5 we went together to the 
Kikuya by invitation; and Segai joined us there. On the way 
back I stopped in at Ikeyoshi's and Amizo’s, returning to my place 
after 10. 

(Note) Yamago sent a telegram informing me of the marriage 
of Hirosawa's daughter to Koma. 


6 November 1874 Fair. I wrote several letters to Tokyo. At 5, 
on Segai's invitation, Hikotaro and I went to see the dances at 
the Hachiman shrine. Suddenly a heavy rain came up, so the 
dancing was suspended halfway through the program. At night 
I wrote letters again, and did some calligraphy on five or six pieces 
of silk mounted on paper, entrusted to me by Hirobumi. As Oka 
Koyo is going to Osaka, I entrusted him with a letter to Maki- 
mura. Kashima sent a message to Utsumi. 

(Note) I sent a telegram to Yamao today in response to his of 
yesterday. 


7 November 1874 Cloudy, rain, then clear. Segai came over. 
We talked for several hours, starting with the Kyodo-gaisha and 
shizoku economic rehabilitation, and covering the situation in 
‘Tokyo, the outcome of the China problem, and the objectives of 
(he government. Other visitors came without a break. I called 
on Hirobumi before 4. As he had come the other day under secret 
orders to deliver an Imperial message, I handed him my written 
reply to this effect: 

It is my wish to accept Your Majesty’s order to return 
to the capital posthaste because of the crisis which the Ch’ing 
government has created after we brought the Taiwan aborig- 
ines under control, pushing us to the verge of war. The fate 
of the nation is in the balance; and my services are required. 
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I do, of course, want to come up for a personal audience at 
once; but I am delayed in recovering from my chronic illness 
as medicines have had little effect. I am in no condition to 
travel; therefore, I ask for a brief delay in my return to the 


capital. 
November 
Kido Takayoshi 
Our objectives after the war ... [The following twelve lines 
are blank.] 


I sent more than ten other letters through Ito to Prince Sanjo, 
Miura Gord, Yamao Yozo, Mutsu Yonosuke, Moridera Tsune- 
nori, Masaki Taizo, Kawakita Shunsuke, and Fujii Seitaró and 
one to Sugi, Nomura, and Yamada jointly. 

I went to Inoue Segai's inn to bid farewell. Under the escort 
of Ito I went to the ship Thabor at 7. (I sailed on this ship with 
Ogimachisanjo and Okubo four years ago to make an inspection 
when the Mikamoto lighthouse was just completed.) I had dinner 
with my friends on board, bade them farewell, and left at 10. My 
companions all came to the side of the ship to see me off as I left. 


8 November 1874 Fair. Inoue . . . came to visit. At 11 I went 
to Toyonaga's, then on to Amizo's. With Ise, Kinashi, Ochiai, 
Tokunaga, and Fujita, I went to the Kenkairo where we had some 
drinks and talked. At 9 I left there to go to Amizo’s again, return- 
ing home to go to bed at 11. 

Nomura Motosuke’s letter and Yamao Y6z6’s telegram (about 
Hirosawa’s daughter) came. 

Isent a telegram to Ito Hirobumi this morning. 


9 November 1874 Fair. This morning at 10 a telegram which 
Ito had dispatched in Kobe came, to the effect that the China. 
problem has been settled peacefully. Governor Nakano's telegram 
arrived with the same news; he said that he would report details 
separately by courier. Ochiai came to visit at 11. I went to Amizó's 
with Yoshino. Under the guidance of Tokunaga, Ise, Kinashi, 
Ochiai, Tokunaga, Fujita, and I went to Suenaga Denzó's villa 
in Komon. The scenery there was magnificent. I returned home 
after 12. ; 
(Note) Matsu, Hikotaró, and Mine also went to the villa, 
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10 November 1874 Rain. Governor Nakano's letter arrived at 
dawn; the envelope also contained a telegram from the Foreign 
Ministry reporting settlement of the China issue. Nakano also 
reports that the representatives of the districts seem inclined to 
accept responsibility for the Kyodo-gaisha, a cause for real re- 
joicing. 

I sent letters off to Inoue Segai and Governor Nakano. Ban- 
daiya's letter came; and I sent a reply at once. At 11 I went to 
Amizó's, returning home at 6. Ise, Kinashi, and Kajiyama came 
to visit. We went to Toyonaga's together; and I returned home 
to go to bed at 11. 


11 November 1874 Cloudy, then fair. Kinashi, Kajiyama, and 
Yoshino came to talk. At 11 I went to Toyonaga's. Kinashi and 
Kajiyama are returning to Yamaguchi today; so, since last 
night, I have been talking with them about important matters 
relating to shizoku economic rehabilitation and the Kyodo- 
gaisha, and about Hagi castle. I returned home at 5; and at night 
I went to Amizo's. 

Letters arrived today from Sugi Magoshichiro, Yoshida Uichi, 
and Itoga Gaiei. (Oka Yoshi's repayment to Nakamura was 
enclosed in Sugi's letter.) 


12 November 1874 Fair. Yoshino, Inoue (Hoshin) and Ochiai 
came to visit. After 12 I went to Toyonaga's and Amizo's. At 
"l'oyonaga's invitation I went to the Taihoro at 8, and returned 
home at 12. 


13 November 1874 Cloudy, rain, then fair. Tokunaga, Ikeyo- 
shi, Fujita, Toyonaga, and Sakaiya came. Ise, Ochiai, Inoue 
(Hoshin), my nephew Hikotard, my servants Matatard and 
Seiz6, and I departed at 9. We took our noon meal at Ozuki, and 
reached Nishi'ichi at 6:50, staying at Nakano Genzo's. I sent a 
letter to Fujii Seitaro. 


14 November 1874 Fair. We left Nakano's before 11, and 
reached Chiyoshi before 1, worshipping there at the Chiyoshi 
Imperial Tombs. About 2 we reached Hachimandai in the rain. 
At 3 we came to Kizu and had our noon meal at Fukuyama Tō- 
ichi's, (POichi is Nakano Genzó's younger brother.) At 6 we 
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reached Fukagawa, and stayed at Otani’s. Matataro fell ill on the 
way; and tonight he developed a high fever, and suffered terribly. 
I entered the bath twice. 


15 November 1874 Rain, then fair. We departed at 10 leaving 
Matataro in the care of a nurse. We requested that Akimoto 
Genrin serve as his physician; for he is said to be one of the best 
doctors in this area. We had our noon meal at Sawae Tokuhaku’s 
at 12. Otsu Shofü came to visit; and I sent a courier to Hagi in 
regard to Matataro's illness. I visited Old Otsu; and Shigesawa, 
Otsu, and I stayed with the Yamamoto family in Muneto. li 
called on Isobe Kichiemon on the way; and he came to the 
Yamamoto house with us. I played go with Shigesawa and 
Inoue; it was the high point of the day. 


16 November 1874 Fair. About 10, in response to my courier's 
message yesterday, Matataro's uncle came to care for him. I 
handed the uncle ten yen, and gave him detailed instructions on 
caring for the sick man. I had also given some money to Mata- 
tard separately. At 11 we left the Yamamoto place, and had 
our noon meal at Mount Tori which is owned by Kusariya Ya- 
mamoto. While we were there we captured a grosbeak; they had 
caught twenty or thirty since morning, and served them to us. 
We reached Sammi at 3, and Tamae at 4. Maeda Kichiemon 
met us, and we were served drinks and food at the Baiso; Yüsó 
and Takeuchi Kuroemon had made the arrangements. After 5 
I visited my younger sister, Kuribara Haruko, then went to the 
house at Higashida-cho, and stayed in Katayama's room. Tsuboi 
Soemon, Yoshida Uichi, Isahaya Sakujiro, Yagi Hayao, Takeuchi 
Kurdemon, members of both of the Munakata families, and .., 
came to visit. 


17 November 1874 Fair. Yoshida Uichi, Obata Heizan, 
Munakata Naojiro, Ochiai ..., Katsumata Momosuke, and 
others came to visit. About 2 Obata took me to his house where, 
as Buddhist memorial services were under way, there were a great 
many guests. I came home and went to bed at 11; Ise came 
with me to stay the night, Letters came from Yamada Akiyoshi, 
Kawase Tonoe, Chó Sansu, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Fujii Seitaró 
(in Tokyo), Kinashi Shin'ichi, and Governor Nakano, 
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18 November 1874 Fair. At 9 I went to a room in the Hagi 
Assembly Hall for a conference with some others on shizoku 
economic rehabilitation. Today we made a beginning with the 
work of the Economic Rehabilitation Bureau.? I left there before 
4, and returned home. 

Letters came from Ito Hirobumi and Inoue Kaoru reporting 
that the Taiwan problem has finally been settled peacefully, and 
that China will pay an indemnity of 500,000 taels (which is the 
equivalent of 700,000 yen). As compared with our expenditures in 
the Taiwan affair, the indemnity fails to meet nine-tenths of the 
cost; it barely covers one-tenth; but, if hostilities had opened, 
there is no telling how many millions we might have spent, nor 
how much misery it would have brought our masses. How fortun- 
ate that this should have ended with a peaceful agreement; the 
good fortune of our people calls for rejoicing. The thing to be 
regretted is that several hundred of our men died from illness 
because they were not accustomed to the climate of Taiwan. 

Dozens of visitors came today. Soshiki Sdsuke came to meet 
me at five; and we went to Munakata's together, accompanied 
by Yamagata Yahachi and Sasaki Dan'ya. There were 40 or 50 
guests at the house, which was a very lively place. Ise and I stayed 
there for the night. 

This morning Governor Nakano Goichi sent me two letters 
through Prefectural Councilor Yoshida Uichi, requesting help 
in the matter which has been before us lately. Although my power 
to comply with these requests is limited, I have always been 
concerned with the situation of the shizoku in this prefecture. 
‘Together with my countrymen in Tokyo, I have already made 
contributions to them, and have made plans for their relief. 
I have long worked with great sincerity to reduce the taxes of the 
common people, to promote industry among them for their en- 
richment, and to make them understand the principles of freedom 
and independence, that we might establish the foundations for a 
rich and powerful nation, building it on the individual—from 
the individual to the village, from the village to the county, from 
the county to the province, and from the province to the whole 
nation, I have, therefore, been involved with the proposal to 
found the Kyodo-gaisha; for I cannot ignore my obligations to the 


9 Jusankyoku WEN Y. 
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province of my father and mother. 

A Petition on the Economic Rehabiliation of the Shizoku 
Looking to the future from the standpoint of our present 
political structure and tendencies ... 

[The following thirty-eight lines are blank.] 


19 November 1874 Fair. Dozens of visitors came. After 9 I 
took part in a meeting about shizoku economic rehabilitation, and 
returned home after 3. At the invitation of Miura Yoshisuke, I 
went to his house at which seven or eight other guests were pre- 
sent. I left there at 9. On the way home I stopped in at the house 
of the main Katayama family. Obata Heizan and Yoshida Uichi 
came to talk. 


20 November 1874 Fair, then cloudy. At dawn I wrote a letter 
to my family in Shimonoseki, and sent it by mail. My place was 
crowded with visitors. At 10 I went to the shizoku economic re- 
habilitation conference hall, returning home before 4. Fukubara 
Gorónosuke who came to Hagi several days ago has called on me 
frequently; and this evening I had an invitation to his place; 
therefore, I went to the main house of the Horiuchi family before 
5 with Yoshida and Miura. The couple provided us with warm 
hospitality. After 9 I left, and on the way back stopped in to see 
my younger sister, Kuribara Haruko, then went to Munakata's 
to stay for the night. 


21 November 1874 Fair. In the morning I wrote letters to 1to 
Hirobumi, Yamada Akiyoshi, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Kawase 
Hideji, and Fujii Seitaro, and dispatched them. In the letter to 
Ito Hirobumi I wrote that, since our country has sustained 
enormous losses in the Taiwan matter, the government should 
exercise more prudence in the future, and not commit such rash 
actions. Today at Kobayashi’s a go match was held between Inoue 
Hoshin and Ishi .. . (who is said to be of the Fourth Rank); so I 
went to Kobayashi’s at 11. Inoue won by two stones in a very 
interesting match. There were more than ten spectators; and 
everyone left at 10. Katsura Josuke came to see me, I spent the 
night at Ise's. / 


22 November 1874 Fair, cloudy, then rain, At 10 I went to the 


MEIJI7, NOVEMBER 101 


shizoku economic rehabilitation conference hall. We summoned 
the ward chiefs? of Hagi to explain to them the objectives of he 
education program for economic rehabilitation, and to show them 
documents related to it. The meeting broke up before 4, and I 
went to Ise's whose place was crowded with guests. I left there 
after 8; and, on the way home, I called on Matataro to inquire 
after his condition, and went to Munakata's to spend the night 
there in order to avoid visitors. 


23 November 1874 Fair, then rain. I have been at Munakata's 
since last night to avoid visitors. A letter, dated the 15th, arrived 
from Ito Hirobumi. He says that it was an unexpected stroke of 
good luck that the entanglement with China did not lead to 
hostilities. One clause of the treaty termed the expedition against 
the aborigines a "righteous undertaking"; and China did not 
object to the wording. Further, we have established procedures 
for the protection of the safety of our mariners, and there was no 
objection to them. 400,000 taels are to be paid over for buildings 
which have actually been constructed and for the building and 
repair of roads, and 100,000 żaels for consolation payments to the 
families of the men who died. As the Chinese had an aversion to 
the word indemnity, it was not used. Ito said that the English 
Minister in Peking! made a major contribution to bringing about 
the settlement. He also wrote about the recent situation in Kago- 
shima, and about Maebara's appointment in Oda prefecture.? 
About 5 I visited Nakamura Kazusuke and Yamada Hisanonjo. 
Alter 6 I went to ... with Obata, Ise, Inoue, and Munakata. 
‘This was a farewell party for Obata who is leaving for his pre- 
lecture day after tomorrow. Ise and I went to Munakata's at 10, 
and stayed for the night. Today . . . (The following is blank.) 


?4 November 1874 Rainstorm. Yoshida Uichi, Ochiai Saizo, 
Yoshiyama Ki'ichi, and I inspected the newly built Seisoku Pri- 
mary School, and the site for the Reading Academy? for news- 
papers and recently translated books. Today was the festival 


" Koch Jape. 

‘Thomas Francis Wade, the English Minister, used his good offices to break a 
deadlock ata time when Okubo broke off negotiations and prepared to leave Peking. 

? Oda prefecture has become part of modern Okayama prefecture, 


" Dokusho]o (iy. 
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day for the Kanaya Temmangü shrine; and the passage of flower 
carts and other vehicles along here produced a festive air. As a 
note came from Fukubara Hozan with whom I had an appoint- 
ment, I went to the Kawakin with Yoshida and Ise. (Fukubara 
had rented the place for the day.) The glasses and dishes were 
scattered in wild disorder after the party; our bad habits from 
the old days of Hagi are still with us. I returned home and went 
to bed at 10. 


25 November 1874 Cloudy, then rain. Dozens of visitors. I 
went with Yoshida and others to the Assembly Hall at 10. As I 
had an appointment with Fujii Benzo at 5, I went to his house 
with Yoshida, and Fukubara was also present. On the way back 
I went by Obata's to bid farewell. (Heizan is returning to Kokura 
prefecture tomorrow.) At 11 I went to Munakata's with Yoshida, 
and stayed for the night. 

(Note) On my way to Fujii’s, I called on Nagaya Matabei who 
is emaciated from his illness, and to be pitied. 


26 November 1874 Cloudy, then rain. I declined to receive 
visitors until 3 in order to write some letters. About 4, at the in- 
vitation of Hayashi Sansuke, I went to the villa of his father Ryð- 
suke. Yoshida and my nephew Hikotarō came along; and seven 
or eight other guests were present. At 11 I returned to Munakata’s 
to go to bed. On the way home the west wind was very strong. 


27 November 1874 Cloudy, then rain. At 10 I was on duty at 
the Assembly Hall. In recent days we have discussed the problem 
of providing economic rehabilitation for all of the shizoku, old and 
new, for we do not have enough funds to begin the program satise 
factorily, let alone finish it. We assembled the ward chiefs for 
discussions today, therefore, and finally agreed on a plan of 
priorities. Today we ordered the ward chiefs to take charge of 
the rehabilitation work. At 4 I returned to Munakata’s; and I 
invited over Fukubara Hozan and his wife, Hayashi Sansuke and 
his wife, Fujii Benzo, and Mitoya . . . fora farewell party. Yoshie 
da, Miura, Ochiai, Isahaya, Inoue, and several others came to 
the party also; and everybody left about 12. ý 


28 November 1874 Rain, then fair, I sent letters to Tokyo to 
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Ito Hirobumi, Okubo Toshimichi, Prime Minister Sanjo, No- 
mura Yasushi, and Fujii Seitaro. To Prime Minister Sanjo and 
Home Minister Okubo I expressed my inmost feelings, to the 
effect that hereafter we should be wary of rash actions, and should 
establish our steadfast objectives for a hundred years to come. 
Moreover, I offered congratulations on our unexpected good 
fortune of peace with China for the present. At 11 I called on 
Maebara Issei to ask him about his trip to Tokyo since he has 
been summoned there on official business. He says that he wants 
to request a brief delay owing to the serious illness of his father. 
The reason that I visited him was that last summer, when he 
expressed what was on his mind and asked me to obtain him an 
official post, an appointment was made through my influence. If 
he procrastinates in regard to his departure for Tokyo without 
good reason, it will be awkward; hence I pressed him to go. In 
addition, I talked with him about the arrangements for beginning 
education for shizoku economic rehabilitation in this prefecture. 
From there I visted Yamagata Yahachi, and we went together 
to the Kaneda... house in Karatoi. There was a go match at 
this house today; and Yoshida Uichi had asked me to attend. I 
returned to my place to go to bed at 1. Letters arrived from Sugi 
Magoshichiro and Yamao Yozo. 


29 November 1874 Fair. Ise, Fujii, Takasu (Ume), Kaneda, 
and several others came to visit. I wrote letters to Inoue Kaoru 
and Yoshitomi Kan'ichi this morning; and at 12 I went to the 
Assembly Hall. The procedures for establishing priorities among 
old and new shizoku for participation in the program have troubled 
us for several days past; but we have finally settled the matter, and 
have written them into the provisions of our regulations in a 
lairly reasonable way. En route home I stopped in at the old Mei- 
rinkan to inspect the layout and construction of the School and 
Public Reading Room, returning home after 4. I visited Yoshi- 
yama Kiichi (who returns to Yamaguchi tomorrow) and my 
younger sister, Kuribara Haruko, reaching home after 6. Yoshida, 
Yamana, Ise, Yatani, Takasu, and the two Munakatas came to 
play go. 

A letter arrived from Governor Nakano today, forwarding 
government instructions in regard to the written request which 
I had submitted earlier through Sakuma Kazusuke: 
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I hereby petition: Whereas I was granted 
leave to return to my home prefecture in May to recuperate 
from my illness by taking the waters at Yuda hot springs in 
Yamaguchi, and on request in August received another four 
months of leave as I was particularly ill during the hot 
weather, I received official orders to nurture my health, but 
to return to the capital as soon as I had recovered because 
my services were needed. Since that time my chronic illness 
has become worse by the day, and I am suffering more than 
ever during the cold weather which is upon us. Doctors are 
few moreover, in this remote area; and I am not receiving 
the medical treatment which I require. When my illness has 
moderated a bit, therefore, I wish to repair to the Kyoto- 
Osaka area to receive treatment from the best physicians. 
As I am embarrassed by my long delay in returning, I 
request that I be relieved of my present government position, 
as I have requested before. Please report this matter to the 
Throne as you think proper. 

Kido Takayoshi 
November 1874 
To: Office of the Grand Secretariat? 

The Imperial Order which is attached does not make 
reference to my resignation from office: 

Imperial Instructions: As His Majesty has given you 
permission to receive medical treatment in the Kyoto-Osaka 
area, seek by all means to effect recovery from your illness 
and return to Tokyo as soon as possible. 

Seal, Prime Minister Sanjo Sanetomi 

17 November 1874 


30 November 1874 Fair. Yoshida, Ochiai, Miura, Inoue, my 
nephew Hikotaro and I went to a rifle factory in Okihara to 
observe short Mine’s being made into breech-loading weapons. 
From there we went to the Kiriguchi tea plantations with Takasu 
and Bai ... under the guidance of .... We took a small boat 
from Ropponmatsu to go to Kawashima ‘Takasu’s house, His 
small pavilion commands a very fine view. We had some drinks 
and talked; and Ise and Yamaguchiya joined us later at Kiri- 


? Shikan Gocha Wit. 
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guchi. At 8 we left; and I parted from the others to visit my 
younger sister, Kuribara Haruko. I went to Harada's, but he was 
away; so I proceeded on to the Harada (Ryosuke) place, and 
returned home at 11. 

(Note) We inspected the tea cultivation methods at the Inoue 
tea plantation. 


December 


1 December 1874 Fair. Kawakita Hajime, Awaya, and several 
other visitors came. Letters arrived from Lord Mori Motonori, 
Nomura Motosuke, and Kashiwamura Kazuma. The main point 
of the Lord's letter was a request that the 2,500 koku which he 
donated recently should be spent solely for the training of the 
destitute shizoku. About 11 I went to Munakata's, took a bath, 
and had my hair cut. As Yoshida gave me a message that... 
wanted to invite me over today, I went to the Edoya after 3. I 
played go with Yoshida and others. I also paid a visit to Nakamura 
Kazusuke today; and I went to Munakata's to stay for the night. 
(Note) Hirosawa's daughter. 


2 December 1874 Fair. I went to the Council Chamber,! and 
left there at 3, stopping in to see Isahaya, Ogawa, and Yamagata 
on the way home. I paid a visit to my younger sister, Kuribara 
Haruko. A letter came from Ise. I went to Kobayashi's and talked 
with Ise and Kondo. 


3 December 1874 Rain. I went to the Council Chamber after 
11. After 3 I went to Kobayashi's, then to Hiraga Yükyo's at his 
invitation, returning to Kobayashi's to stay for the night. I talked 
with Ise and Kondo; and this morning Kakinami Ichita and 
Okudaira Kensuke came to visit. Tonight I composed a verse: 

While gazing at the stars 

I expected a bright tomorrow 

When presently a staccato sound 

issued from my window. 
A late autumn rain—indeed! 
Today letters arrived from Yamada Akiyoshi and Sakurai 


Toratar6, 


Y Shügisho 46M. 
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4 December 1874 Rain, then fair. As Yoshida did not come to 
the office today because he did not feel well, I paid a visit to 
inquire after him. Nakamura Kazusuke and Oka Sei'ichi came to 
visit. Katayama ..., who had returned from Taiwan recently, 
told me about the present situation on Taiwan. Oka Sei'ichi and 
I called on Yamagata Yahachi after 4, but he was absent; so 
we went to Ogawa Hikozaemon's where Yahachi joined us. We 
talked about shizoku economic rehabilitation education. I returned 
home to bed after 11. 


5 December 1874 Fair, then rain. At 10 I went to the Council 
Chamber, then about 4 Oka Sei'ichi and I went to Kobayashi's, 
and finally on to Kumagaya Bankichi's with Kondo. Ise and Yo- 
shida were also there; and we all stayed for the night. 


6 December 1874 Fair. Ito Hirobumi sent me a set of books, 
An Introduction to Natural History? A letter came from Inoue Kaoru 
reporting on the current situation in Tokyo. He also reports that, 
owing to the bankruptcy of the Ono Company? there is a great 
deal of confusion in regard to taxes owed to the capital; and the 
government has suffered an enormous loss. This at least fell into 
the hands of Japanese people; but in the Taiwan affair we spent 
9,000,000 yen, sustaining a loss of 8,000,000 yen after making 
allowance for the indemnity, That sum all went to the people of 
‘Taiwan; so Inoue laments very much the state into which our 
financial affairs have fallen. He urges me to come to "Tokyo. 


Komuro ... and Furusawa ... have also pressed Kaoru on this 
matter. They intend to have me come to Osaka in connection 
with the summons of Itagaki to that city; and a telegram has 
irived from Tokyo by which Kaoru tells me that I should hasten 
lo Osaka. 


Kodama Jun'ichiro has written me in regard to his marriage 
(nd his personal affairs. I left Kumagaya’s about 4 to visit my 
younger sister, Kuribara Haruko. Today she had invited more 
than forty people, old and young, who used to serve as tradesmen 


* Kakuchi Keimo esate. 

' The Ono Company had been ordered to join with Mitsui to subscribe most of the 
fapiial for the First National Bank in 1072. Ono was one of the old-line merchant 
five that flourished in the Tokugawa era, but could not make the adjustment to the 
new ago, Tt had borrowed 1,700,000 yen from the First National Bank, and the collapse 


Hiventened the stability of the Bank, 
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to the Wada family, or were acquaintances. Today Lady Yae 
paid a visit to Ihara, and she summoned me there. On the way 
back, she also called on my sister. She had more than seventy 
guests in all; and they left after 2. Yamagata Yahachi and I 
went to Munakata's and stayed for the night. Naojiro and Seiza- 
buró and his wife all came to Kuribara's. 


7 December 1874 Fair. I talked with Yamagata Yahachi about 
shizoku education for economic rehabilitation. I sent letters to 
Sugi, Nomura, Yamada, Kodama Jun'ichiro, and Fujii. I went 
to the Council Chamber at 12, and left at 3 to go to Nakamura 
Kazusuke's at his invitation. Hayashi Ryosuke, Nakahara Genkai, 
Oka Seiichi, Munakata Naojird, and my nephew Hikotaro 
were present. At 11 I went to Munakata's, and stayed for the 
night. 


8 December 1874 Fair. In the morning I wrote letters; and 
I went to the Council Clhamber after 12, returning home at 5. 
My host Katayama gave a dinner for me today; Yoshida, Tsuboi, 
Ise, Shibuya, Yamada, and others were present for it. All left at 
11, except for Ise and Yamada who stayed for the night. 


9 December 1874 Fair. Ochiai, Sasaki, Miura, Yoshida, and 
Takasu came to visit. Yoshida and I discussed the matter of 
having Yamagata Yahachi and Sasaki Danya serve as officials for 
shizoku economic rehabilitation, At 12 we went together to the 
Council Chamber; and, on our return Yoshida and I stopped in 
at Terauchi’s at his invitation. Also present were Ise and Kondo; 
and we broke up before 10, I visited my younger sister, Kuribara 
Haruko, and spent the night at Munakata’s. Oka Sei’ichi came to 
stay for the night. I sent off letters to my nephew Yoshisuke and to 
Fujii Ryosai. Governor Nakano came to Hagi today. 


10 December 1874 Rain. Isahaya! came to visit. Recently I 
admonished him to abstain from saké, and to be more discreet; 


4 Isahaya Motokiyo (1843-1919), a. Choshü samurai, was known to Kido as Isahaya 


Sakujiro, an early name. He served with the Kanjotai, a shotai unit, on the Echigo front 
in 1868, A bit later, as we shall see, he earned the disdain of conservative Chowha 
shizoku for secretly informing the central government of the subversive activities of the 
Maebara party in 1876, Afterwards he prospered in the maritime transport busines 


and the cattle busines, 
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so he came to tell me of his intention to be more cautious hereafter. 
Fukubara Mataichi came to talk, as did Fujii Benzo. I sent off 
letters to Sugi, Okudaira, Kawase, Ito, and Fujii; and letters 
came to me from Inoue and Yoshitomi. At 11 I visited Governor 
Nakano; and we discussed the launching of our program for Hagi 
castletown, and the outlook for it in some detail. Yoshida and 
I went to Lady Yae's residence at Hattcho on her invitation at 5; 
and Yamagata Yahachi was also present. At 11 I went to Muna- 
kata's, and stayed for the night. Oka Sei'ichi came to stay over- 
night. 


11 December 1874 Cloudy. Yamagata came to talk; and we 
discussed the economic rehabilitation matter. Isahaya and Fu- 
kubara also came to talk. I sent my replies to Inoue and Yoshi- 
tomi. Nakano, Yoshida, Miura, and Ise came to talk. As Miura 
leaves for Tokyo tomorrow, I entrusted him with my replies to 
recent letters from Lord Mori Motonori and Kashiwamura 
in regard to His Excellency’s donation of 2,500 koku for shizoku 
education. At 11 everybody left; while Ise and I stayed over at 
Munakata's. 
(Note) Maebara Issei and several others came to visit. 


12 December 1874 Fair. This morning Nakano went back to 
Yamaguchi; and Sasaki Otoya came to visit me. At 11 I went to 
the Council Chamber where we made the appointment of Ya- 
magata Yahachi5 as commissioner’ of shizoku economic re- 
habilitation in Hagi castletown; District Chief Tsuboi was also 
piven that office. At 4, on withdrawing, I met Oka and Ise at 
the Yamaguchiya. From there Oka came to my place. I wor- 
jhipped before the graves in the Kaichoji temple," visited my 
younger sister Kuribara Haruko, and returned home after 8. 
Sasaki Onari came to stay for the night. 


13 December 1874 Fair, then rain. A great number of visitors 
came, With Yoshida, Ochiai, and Masaki (who arrived in Hagi 


"Yamagata Yahachi, Chöshü samurai, was prominent in the government of 
Yamaguchi prefecture early in the Meiji period, serving as Daisangi, Senior Councilor, 
wid specializing in finance. 

* Goyokakari $T] sz 0 . 

‘The Kaichoji is a large, fine temple of the Soto sect Zen Buddhism; Kido's 
natural parents of the Wada family were buried there, 
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last night), I went to the Akagawa Factory for Female Workers. 
Akagawa Tamotsu’s mother supervises this factory. (She is the 
wife of Tomonojo who is my old friend from our days on duty 
together at the Miyata encampment.§ He served as Chief Mag- 
istrate? of Funagi at the time of the 1864 incident in the Year of 
the Rat. When the irregulars, the shotai, rose in revolt, he left 
Funagi and committed seppuku at Tokuchi.)!9 Several hundred 
young women work in the factory. In addition, she has opened 
factories employing many young women in Akegi and in Hagi. 
These factories produce Kasuri cloth! mainly for sale in the 
countryside. She has the young women study arithmetic and other 
subjects during their off-duty hours; and quite a few of them have 
become independent businesswomen. It is an impressive thing. 
That Tamotsu's mother should work so hard to forget her hus- 
band's miserable death is a pitiable thing. From there I went to 
the Council Chamber. On my return home I called on Nomi Sen, 
worshipped at the graves in the Tokurinji temple,!? visited my 
younger sister, Kuribara Haruko, stopped in at Kashima's, 
and went to Munakata's after 2. I invited Lady Yae to Muna- 
kata’s today; and she came about 4. Twenty or thirty men and 
women were there to honor her. The Lady returned home at Ml, 
After 4 today, it was alternately fair and rainy. 


14 December 1874 Fair. Sasaki, Yoshida, and Kobayashi came 
to visit me; and after 12 Yoshida and I went to Aoki’s at his 
invitation. I went to the Kanazakiya after 3, having been invited 
by the group which always meets there. Those who gathered 
numbered forty or fifty. They have pledged to follow a straight- 
forward course henceforth during the time of national emergency 
by conforming to instructions; and they had asked for my at- 
tendance here today. I spoke to them about the changing times 
and the direction they should take in the future. Today Old 


8 Kido had served with Chóshü troops at Miyata in 1854 on Bakufu orders for 
defense against the fleet of Commodore Matthew C. Perry of the United States, which 
had returned for an answer to his demand that Japan conclude a treaty. Miyata was 
on the Izu peninsula not far from Uraga. 

9 Daikan K'E. 


10 Funagi was an admin: 


Ogori, Tokuchi was east of I lagi in central Chóshü, 
11 Kasuri cloth was blue cotton cloth with a splashed white pattern, 


farm clothing: 
Y? Kido's adoptive parents of the Katiura family were buried at Tokurinji temple, 


used mainly for 


istrative district on the Inland Sea side of Choshü west of 
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Terauchi and others had new-style haircuts. I left there at 10. 
The two Munakata couples, Kaneda, and several others came 
over to talk; and I went to bed at 2. 


15 December 1874 Fair. Sase Isseij? Yokoyama ..., Tsuno 
+++, Sato..., ... Hisayoshi, and Tanaka ... came to express 
how they really feel about things; and they shall rely on me to 
improve the situation hereafter. There were many other visitors 
today. An Aizu man, Ishikawa Yasujiro, came especially to talk 
with me. He says that the Imperial government once made a 
grant of rice and money to the Aizu men who were destitute; 
however, owing to the malfeasance of the agent in charge, the Hee 
and money were not, in fact, distributed to the needy Aizu 
men, who have become the poorest of the poor since that time 
Ishikawa, therefore, came to ask for my help; but it will be dif 
ficult for me to do anything more. Indeed, I am now devoting all 
my efforts to helping the destitute shizoku of Yamaguchi pre- 
fecture, so I declined to help him; but he persisted in his request. 
I had him leave for today, but arranged to have Sasaki Otoya 
listen to his proposal later. Ise, Soshiki (who returned from Ko- 
kura yesterday), and others came to visit. Oka Chikuzan and I 
went to Obata's on his invitation. On the way back I stopped in 
at Kuribara's and Kobayashi's. 


16 December 1874 Fair. Visitors have come continuously since 
morning. Before 12 I visited Yamagata, Ogawa, and Kakinami 
then called at Shinagawa Yajiro’s house in his absence. As I 
had heard the other day that Yajiro's mother was in serious con- 
dition, I went to inquire after her health. Yajiro is a filial son; 
I have heard him speak of his old mother often. As Yajiro himsel 
is now in Germany,!4 I sincerely pray that she will recover. I 
returned home after 2. 

About 4 I went to Kobayashi’s where I met Yoshida. From 
there I went to Kuribara’s where I did the calligraphy requested 
ol me on a large number of papers. After 5 I went to the Yamagu- 
chiya to see Oka; and directly from there, on his invitation, to the 


Seigakuin temple, Several guests were present including Ise and 
" Maghers Issei's original name was Sase, 
“Shinagawa would want to be present at his mother" T 
l ver's deathbed, j 
that time is the most unfilial act of all, | eii seid d 


112 DIARY OF KIDO TAKAYOSHI, IH 


Yamagata; and Lady Yae also honored us with her presence. I 
left at 10, stopped in at Obata’s on the way back, and returned 
home to go to bed after 12. At night, rain. 


17 December 1874 Rain. Visitors, numerous. At 11 I was on 
duty at the Council Chamber where we discussed school problems 
and the allocation of the economic rehabilitation money to the 
destitute shizoku. I left there at 4 to go to the Kawachiya in 
Karatoi. Today I rented Kawachiya’s parlor for a farewell party 
to which I invited my old friends and young men as well. More 
than a hundred men and women. gathered. Isahaya and Fuku- 
bara created a bit of a disturbance under the influence of sake. 
Both of these men had given their solemn pledge to me, and 
had accepted my directions for their future conduct; but I was 
very unhappy about their behavior today, so I made them leave. 
Everybody dispersed after 1; and several people came over to my 


place. 


18 December 1874 Fair. Several dozen visitors came. This 
morning Isahaya and Fukubara came to apologize for their 
conduct last night, and to promise that they will do as I wish 
in the future. I invited more than a hundred guests to my party 
yesterday, intending to be equally cordial to all. Then these two 
stirred up a quarrel over their private grievances, physically as- 
saulting one guest and impugning the honor of another. As host 
I had to protect the guest who was attacked, and to defend the 
honor of the other. There are no words with which to apologize to 
the assembled body of guests for the conduct of Isahaya and 
Fukubara; therefore, I could not accept their apology. Yoshida 
and Masaki then came to try their best to persuade me that 
I should accept their apology of the two; but I refused on the 
grounds mentioned above. A 1 

At 11 I went to the site of the old Meirinkan to inspect the site 
for the higher school and the primary school, then went to the 
Council Chamber where we discussed education for shizoku 
economic rehabilitation and the Kyoódo-gaisha. I returned home 
hs s letters to [t6, Miura Gord, Miura Yoshisuke, Nagayo, 
Cho, and Fujii, I gave the Aizu man, Ishikawa Yasujiro, a letter 
of introduction to 1t6 and five yen in money. 
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Ise came to visit at 4. I went to Kobayashi's, then visited my 
younger sister, Kuribara Haruko; and I did calligraphy on 
many pieces of paper including framed paper, or half-sized paper, 
as requested by various people. We had some drinks and talked. 
About 7 I went to Munakata's where more than ten people in- 
cluding Ise, Yamagata, Soshiki, Oka, Sasaki, Kobayashi, and 
his wife had come to visit. We drank and talked; and the party 
was a very lively affair. At 3 I went to bed. 


19 December 1874 Fair. I departed from here [Hagi] after 9, 
and more than a hundred people came to see me off; all of them 
went with me as far as the torii of the Kanaya Tenjin shrine. 
Isahaya and Fukubara expressed repentence for their misconduct 
through Yamagata, Masaki, and Yoshida; but, considering what 
has happened in the past, I could not easily forgive them. Several 
people came as far as the Kannon Bridge in Oya to see me off. 
We reached Akegi at 12. Takiguchi Kichiemon met me; and I 
stopped at his house for a short rest. I reached Sasanami after 
3, and had the noon meal at .... I entered Yamaguchi after 
7, and stayed at Katayama's. 


20 December 1874 Rain. Visitors without a break. At 3 I went 
to the Kyodo-gaisha to check over the account books. At the 
request of several district chiefs concerning ... of the Kyodo- 
gaisha I told the people there that their main purpose should be 
to observe the rules scrupulously for the sake of the future, and to 


bring happiness to the people for all time to come. At 6 I returned 
home. Numerous visitors came. 


21 December 1874 Rain. In the morning visitors without a 
break. At 11 I visited Kondo Yoshiki; and, as I promised him 
the other day, I told him about Lord Chüsei's achievements as 
| recalled them. Masaki who returned to Yamaguchi last night 
came to visit; and we went together to worship before the tomb 
of Lord Chüsei today, then on to Kamiyama's. From there I went 
to the house of Shimmi Yasuto—where Yoshida, Kinashi, Katsu- 
mata, and Matsuda had gathered—returning home after 6. 
Yoshida, Masaki, Inoue, Kaneshige, and others gathered at my 
place; and Masaki had returned with apologies from the elders of 
Hagi castletown for the misconduct of Isahaya and Fukubara, 
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In addition, several other persons had come to Yamaguchi in 
regard to this matter to beg my forgiveness for the two men; but 
I could not give an answer tonight. After 11 everybody departed. 
A letter arrived from Wada Yoshisuke. Yesterday Tawarada 
came to visit, bringing with him Mori Tonai’s letter; enclosed 
was a letter from Kawase. Kawase had sent me a diamond ring. 

(Note) A letter arrived from my nephew Hikotard; and Oka 
Koyo arrived here. 


22 December 1874 Rain. I sent letters to my nephew Hiko- 
taro and Yamagata Yahachi. In regard to the Isahaya and 
Fukubara matter, four men—Sasagawa, Tanaka Chizaemon. 
Ishimoto Takenoshin, and ... —arrived from Hagi yesterday 
to promise on their honor that Isahaya and Fukubara will behave 
circumspectly henceforward, and to beg my forgiveness in the 
recent incident. I would be satisfied, and it would be best for the 
two of them, if they were admonished to abstain from saké until 
they have gained the trust of the public, and demonstrate in fact 
in the future that they are behaving as they promised now; there- 
fore, in the presence of Yoshida and Masaki I gave the men in- 
structions for the two culprits; and the four envoys consented to 
them and left. Since morning I had bidden farewell to numerous 
visitors, and at 11 I made my departure. Yoshida, Masaki, and 
Kondo came to see me off. Hayashi Yüzo met me in Ogori; and 
we had some drinks and something to eat at the Koizumiya. 
Kitagawa Seisuke accompanied me from there. After 4 I went to 
Suzuki Naoe's house in Saiyama, and stayed for the night. Kina- 
shi . . . [The following is blank.] 


23 December 1874 Fair. Since yesterday Oba Sonosuke of 
Funagi has sent men several times, and his heir . . . also has come, 
I departed from here at 1, and on parting, I complied with a 
request to do some calligraphy. I also gave my host a few stanzas 
of verse: 
With each journey, I encounter friends, 
and I part from them; 
But the feelings at parting are always the 
same- 
Now and in times gone by. 
We reached Yamada post«town. before 3, 1 sent the following 


D, 
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poem back (to Suzuki) for his amusement by the chair bearers 
who were returning: 

After leaving you, 

The deeper I go into the mountains 

among the villages, 

Separating me from you, 

The more you are on my mind. 

At 5 I reached Funagi . . . . Tozo met me. We relaxed for a while, 
and had some saké and food at the Takenamiya. I also relaxed at 
Oba's; and at 7 we reached Azabu where I stayed at Edamura's. 
Oka Hiroshi, the Vice Village Chief? and Oba and Oba's son 
from Funagi came along. I did calligraphy on more than ten 
sheets of paper in compliance with requests. 


24 December 1874 Rain. At 10 we left Azabu; and at 1 I met 
District Chief Kijima at Yoshida. After 2 we took the noon meal 
at Ozuki, and reached Chofu at 5. We arrived in Shimonoseki 
at 7, and took rooms at Yamauchi Kyüzaburó's. Everybody 
moved over here last month. 

Ito Hirobumi sent Yamada Senzó with his letter of the 19th. 
The reason he dispatched it was to tell me that Imperial Councilor 
Okubo has a strong desire to meet me to discuss the future of the 
government. As Okubo will leave Tokyo for Mitajiri on the 23rd, 
about the time I am scheduled to go to Osaka, it will be best if we 
meet in Osaka. But, if it is difficult for me to leave at once, he says, 
as it might be, Okubo will come down to Mitajiri without fail. 
| am to send a telegram to Prefectural Councilor Utsumi in 
Osaka. Tto wrote in some detail that Okubo’s opinions have come 
to coincide with the views which I have long held. I pray from the 
bottom of my heart that we shall be able to establish our purposes 
for a hundred years into the future on a firm and secure base. 
Senzó returned from Tokyo to Mitajiri in a little over four days. 

(Note) "Throughout the day, rain. We have been troubled by 
extremely bad roads. 


75 December 1874 Rain. Toyonaga, Cho, Yoshii Hoshin 
(District Chief), Fujii Benzó, Yoshino Ichiro, and many other 
visitors came, I sent a letter to the two Prefectural Councilors, 


1) Fukuskochó WIJ Ji. 
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Yoshida and Kinashi. I replied to Ito Hirobumi to acknowledge 
receipt of his letter. I dispatched letters to Sugi Magoshichiro and 
Fujii Seitaro. 


26 December 1874 Fair. Hirashi, Irie Wasaku, Fujii, Yoshino, 
Ikeyoshi, Aoki Gumpei, and a great many other visitors came. 
In the afternoon I went to the Seiyoro, the Occidental Pavilion, 
at the invitation of Amizo. (This pavilion is the only Western- 
style building which Amizo has put up.16) It was past 8 when the 
party broke up. I went to Ikeyoshi's at night for a pleasant talk; 
and I sent a letter to Obata in Kokura today. 


27 December 1874 Rain. Visitors came one after another. I 
went to the Kenkairo at Shiraishi's invitation, and there I 
watched games of go between Inoue Hoshin and . . .. Inoue took 
the white stones, and won both games. Oka and Toyonaga were 
also there. At 7 we went to the theatre. Today I invited over 
numerous Shimonoseki friends. At 4 I returned home to go to bed. 

This morning I notified Prefectural Councilor Utsumi of 
Osaka and my nephew Hikotaró in Yamaguchi that, as I have 
been ill, I have decided to go to Osaka by the ship Manjükan 
on 3 January. Inoue Kaoru sent a telegram of inquiry about my 
trip to Osaka, and I replied at once. 


28 December 1874 Light snow. A courier arrived from Yama- 
guchi; and I received through him a letter from Prefectural 
Councilor Yoshida. He also sent me a small painting and two 
tanzaku, narrow strips of paper bearing poems. Letters came 
from Yamada Akiyoshi and Mihori Kosuke. 

A reply came from my nephew Hikotaro to my telegram 
of yesterday. 

I wrote a reply to Yoshida tonight, and letters to Kinashi, 
Fukubara, and Isahaya. I sent Yoshida two verses: With Each 
journey"? and “Viewing Nature with Friends."!8 I did calli- 
graphy on a number of sheets of paper as requested by various 
people. Sugi Suke came to talk. 

(Note) I received Yamada Akiyoshi's letter. 


10 [t was in the Sukeró complex of buildings, the only one in the Western style, 
VH Thu tabi mo V» € IE b+ 
W Tomo to miru JA & s 
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29 December 1874 Clear. I visited Fujii Benzō after 10; Yo- 
shino also came over. We had a few drinks, and talked leisurely. 
About 4 Yoshino, Fujii, Oka, and I visited Komatsu .... Fujita 
came to talk; and I returned home at 11, bringing Komatsu and 
Fujita with me. 


30 December 1874 Rain, then fair. Shiraishi and Iketatsu came 
to talk; and about 11 I went to Yoshino’s house by appointment 
for a few drinks and some relaxed conversation. Fujii and Oka 
were present. Yamao Yozo who has returned from Nagasaki 
came to see me. À rumor current in Nagasaki has it that Okubo is 
already in Osaka waiting for me, and I am leaving for Osaka. 
Uchida, the captain of the Takasago maru, put his ship in at 
Shimonoseki to visit me. As I could not board his ship on the 
spot, I had to decline his offer of transportation. I received 
Prince Sanjo's letter from Yamao. Sanjo says that it would be very 
difficult if I were to resign; and he presses me to come to Tokyo. 
I went to the Kenkairo with Fujii, Yoshino, and Oka, and re- 
turned home after 10. 

I also received a letter from Sato Kozo, who tells me that in 
‘Tokyo people say that my crystal vase is the finest in the land. 
A telegram came from Utsumi, the Prefectural Councilor of 
Osaka, reporting Okubo's arrival in Osaka on the 26th. 


31 December 1874 Cloudy. Toyonaga and several other visitors 
came; and Yamao also arrived to talk. At 12 we went to his inn, 
and had the noon meal together. After 4 I went to the Kenkairo 
with Yamao, Fujii, Yoshino, and Oka by Toyonaga's invitation. 
Komatsu, Amizo, and Fujita filled the place. I returned home 
nbout l. Letters came from Inoue Kaoru and Yoshitomi Ra- 
kusui. 


January 


1 January 1875 Fair. Toyonaga, Iketatsu, Komatsu, Amizo, 
Fujii, Inoue, Shiraishi, Yamao, and other guests arrived one 
after another, all having come to offer New Year’s greetings. 
About 7 the visitors finally left. Oka and I worshipped at the 
Kameyama shrine; and en route back we stopped at the Kenkairo 
and the Taihoro. Fujii and Yoshino accompanied us for this 
part; and I returned home to bed after 11. 

This morning in my small room in the inn, I put on the wall 
some calligraphy by San'yo and a painting by Takahama. In 
my crystal vase I arranged some bamboo and narcissus, and next 
to it placed two hand baskets and a picture album done by 
Chikuden. The album of paintings? was done by Chikuden 
while he was in Shimonoseki; and one of the pages has a poem 
about this experience. I carried this album with me during my 
travels in Europe. I received a letter from Obata Heizan. 


2 January 1875 In the morning, rain, then fair. Through 
Inoue Segai's introduction I met Tokuhiro Tameaki. 

I did several pieces of calligraphy at the request of people in 
Shimonoseki. Since I depart tomorrow, I sent telegrams to 
Yoshitomi in Osaka, and to Kinashi and Yoshida in Yamaguchi. 
l'ujii, Yoshino, Yamao, Aoki, Komatsu, Yatani, and several other 
visitors came. Hirayama Katsuzen of Shirakawa prefecture? came 


l 'T'anðmura Ghikuden (1777-1835) was Kido’s favorite painter. Like Kido, Chi- 
kuden was the son of a physician—in Chikuden’s case the father was attached to 
Oka domain in Bungo province in Kyushu. For a time Chikuden himself was a 
physician, then on his lord's orders devoted himself to compiling a history of Bungo. 
ln 1813 Ghikuden resigned in protest at his lord's failure to enact reforms in response 
in a peasant rising, and travelled about as a literatus and calligrapher. His famous 


albums of paintings are entitled “Yet Again One More Pleasure,” now in the Nara 
Museum, and “Sketches from a Boat Window,” now in a private collection. Was 
Kido's one of these? 

"Cacho MM: 


‘Shirakawa prefecture was later incorporated into Fukushima prefecture, 
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to see me several times, but I missed him each time he came. 


3 January 1875 Fair. Many visitors. About 2 Yamao and I 
called on Toyonaga, Irie, Inoue, Yoshino, Fujii, Shiraishi, and 
Yatani, returning to my place before 5. After 6 a farewell party 
was given in the new pavilion at Amizó's. Among the guests were 
Fujii, Yoshino, Inoue, Shiraishi, Kikuya, Aoki, Komatsu, Umechi 
(whom I met again for the first time in ten years). There was a 
report that the Manjükan would arrive in Shimonoseki at 4, so 
Itook a short nap. 


4 January 1875 Fair. The AManjükan reached Shimonoseki 
about 4; and I boarded ship about 7. Most of the guests from 
last night came to see us off. We raised anchor immediately, and 
arrived in Mitajiri after 12. My nephew Hikotaro and Yamagu- 
chiya boarded the ship there with their baggage. Sadanaga Seiho 
and Katayama Jiemon also came on board, Jiemon to entrust 
his second son ... to me for the trip to Tokyo. I showed Seiho 
several interesting articles from my collection. We raised anchor 
after 3; and the sun set while we were in the vicinity of Iwai 
Island. 

(Note) I received a copy of the regulations for the Kyodo- 
gaisha. I received a letter from Yoshida Uichi with enclosures 
of letters from Isahaya and his associate, as well as representatives 
from their group in regard to Isahaya's apology. 


5 January 1875 Fair. At daybreak we were off the coast of 
Tadotsu in Sanuki.^ Today the wind was from the west; and in 
the Sea of Harima our ship pitched and rolled for a while. We 
arrived in Kobe at 7, and landed shortly afterwards to go to the 
Nagatoya. Matataro proceeded directly to Osaka with our bag- 
gage. 

Imperial Councilor Okubo had been waiting for me here in 
Kobe, and he came to see me as soon as I arrived. This evening 
we merely discussed the China problem and other pending mat- 
ters, then separated. I then paid a visit to his inn. 

I happened to meet Isoemon who is returning home. I received 


4 anuki was the province which was incorporated into presenteday Kagawa pre 
fecture in Shikoku, 
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letters from Sugi, Kawase, Sahata, Minomura, Tomita, and Fujii. 
Among the letters were some photographs of colts born to the 
Western stud horse of the Development Bureau,® sent over by 
Okubo. As I had helped with this project earlier, Okubo sent me 
several of these photographs. 


6 January 1875 Cloudy. I wrote letters to Ito, Sugi, and Fujii, 
and entrusted them to Yamada who returns to Tokyo today. 
Isoemon left here today for home, so I entrusted letters to Yoshida 
Uichi and Nai Kuro with him. 

At 11 I worshipped at the shrine for Lord Kusunoki.® 

Kawachi ... and Yamagata ... came to visit on their way to 
the home prefecture. 

The Okabe brothers came to visit. 

I departed at 2:50, and arrived in Osaka after 3. Then I went 
to Inoue Kaoru’s place immediately, but he was absent. I called 
on Yoshitomi, whereupon Inoue came after me and we went 
back to his place where I stayed the night. Governor Nakano, 
Kajiyama, Yoshitomi, and Kijima came to talk. I was informed 
about what Komuro? and Furusawa? have to say to Inoue; and 
I told Inoue about the situation in Hagi castletown. 


7 January 1875 Fair. Utsumi came to talk. With Inoue I 
discussed fully matters we did not get to last night. After 12 I 
paid a visit to Okubo, and happened to meet Kuroda there. 
Okubo is staying at Godai's house. I returned before 4 to ... 
'"l'engo's where I am staying; and I went immediately to visit 
Nakano with whom I discussed the situation in Yamaguchi pre- 


^ Kang yóryó Hes. 

"Ihe Minatogawa shrine where Kido worshipped the honored Kusunoki Masa- 
shige (1294-1336), the greatest Emperor loyalist of all time. The shrine symbolized 
opposition to the Bakufu. 

! Komuro Nobuo (1839-1898) of Tokushima domain had written the apologia for 
those loyalists who cut down the Ashikaga figures in Kyoto in the 1860s, and was 
pardoned for his act of defiance after Choshü's petition. After touring Europe in the 
post-Re ition period, he became a strong advocate of parliamentary government, 
and mediated at the Osaka Conference as one of Itagaki's supporters. He later had 
a business career in maritime transportation and ended up in the House of Peers. 

" Furusawa Shigeru (1847-1911), politician from Tosa, studied in England after 
1000, and signed the famous Tosa petition in advocacy of parliamentary government 
in 1874. Later he was editor of the Liberal Party newspaper, served as governor of 
several prefectures including Yamaguchi, and was rewarded with a seat in the House 
of Peers in 1904, 
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fecture and the recent flareup in Hagi castletown. Kayama, 
Yoshitomi, and Torio came to join us. Kuroda, Torio, and others 
came to my inn; and I received letters from Okubo and Sugi. 


8 January 1875 Fair. Inoue, Nakano, Inoue So, Oka, and 
Kayama came to talk. Okubo came to visit about 2; and I ac- 
companied him to the Mihashiro. There he pressed me to return 
to Tokyo, suggesting that we go to the capital together. He said 
that he has been thinking this matter over carefully ever since 
he was in Peking; and he wants my agreement no matter what. 
He expressed himself on developments since year before last; 
and I also gave my view on what has happened since that time, 
and explained in some detail the reasons for my resignation last 
spring, and begged him to let me achieve my ultimate desire of 
staying out of office. We spent four or five hours in discussion, 
and did not reach any agreement; so we promised to meet again. 
Kuroda Ryosuke came in unexpectedly, had some drinks with 
us, and talked. Kuroda got raving drunk, and I could not help 
but complain at his behavior. After 2 I returned to my inn. 
Inoue Yakichi, Miyoshi, Hasegawa, and Isono came to visit. 
Namba Tsunejiró and Kiya Masataro came in from Kyoto. 


9 January 1875 Rain. This morning I wrote to Okubo asking 
him to let me have my way by staying out of office. I called on 
Miyoshi but he was away. I went to the Senshüsha? to meet with. 
Inoue, Kijima, and Yoshitomi. I went to the Kagai where, with 
Nakano, Inoue, and Kajiyama, I discussed matters relating to 
the Shizoku Employment Bureau!? and the Kyodosha. We decided 
to call off Yoshitomi's return to Yamaguchi prefecture, and to 
have Inoue Sójiró go back to the prefecture to be employed by 
the Kyodosha. Tonight I went to Inoue's to stay over. 


10 January 1875 Cloudy. In the morning Yamane . . . came in 
from Kyoto, bringing Makimura's letter. Makimura wrote me 
about the feudal party there, and I sent him a reply at once, I 
sent a letter to Fujii Seitaro in Tokyo; and on my way back 
from Inoue's I went to the Senshüsha, In the evening I went to 


? Senshsha was the private trading company with which Inoue Kaoru was ale 
filiated, 


10 7usankyoku Jo ie ho. 
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Minamikyoku with Yoshitomi and others and returned about 9. 
Oka Koyo went with us. 


l1 January 1875 Fair. With Oka Koyo and Fujita Kakusuke, 
I looked around in several antique stores including Sankichi, 
Bankichi, and Daikichi, took the noon meal at the Koiya, went 
to the Onomichiya, and returned home after 8. Kuroda Ryosuke 
has been coming to see me frequently in recent days; so I dis- 
patched a letter declining to receive him while I have not reached 
a decision on my future. 


12 January 1875 Fair. About 11 Oka and I visited Kashima 
Seiemon. I wrote letters to my friends in the West; and afterwards 
we had a few drinks and talked. About 8 I left to go to the Sen- 
shüsha where I played some unusual games with Yoshitomi, and 
had a very enjoyable time of it. I returned home at 11. 

A man from the Osaka city office brought me an official notifi- 
cation from Tokyo, reading as follows: 

Kido Takayoshi, Third Court Rank, Junior Grade: As 
your services are required in government, you are ordered 
to return to Tokyo during the coming January. 

Office of the Grand Council 
25 December 1874 


13 January 1875 Rain. As Hikotaro left for Tokyo today, I 
entrusted him with letters to Ito Hirobumi, Tanaka Fujimaro, 
and Nomura Motosuke; to Ministers Kawase and Aoki, and 
Shinagawa Yajiro in Europe; and to Hirahara Tasaku and my 
jon Shojiro. Hikotaro departed at 12. As an official order arrived 
Irom the Office of the Grand Council! yesterday, I immediately 
'ubmitted the following resignation to the Grand Secretariat :12 
[The following twenty lines are blank.] 

(Note) A letter came from Yamagata Atsuzo today, reporting 


that the newspaper Shimbun Zasshi has been renamed the Akebono 
Shimbun. V? 


! Dajokan Ky. 

W Shikan MUT. 

n Phin was the newspaper which Kido founded to enlighten the people about the 
direction of reform, Editors of the Akebono Shimbun were in the forefront of the move- 
Meni for an early awembly; and, ironically, one of them, Suchiro ‘Tetchd, was jailed 
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Inoue Segai, Ogata Watanabe Noboru, N ichi 
! (05, Wate : » ING Y; 
and Utsumi Tadakatsu came to talk. I called on opel ec 


Koyo tod 
but he was away. On the way back I stopped in at b 


Utsumi's. 


14 January 1875 Fair. Sadanaga Shoin's letter amived AAA 
he sent with it some miso bean paste!4 and a verMilion Jac uereh 
table. About 11 I looked around in the antique Stores is the 
Oimatsu-chd area with Oka Koyo; and I purchased three large 
and small potted bonsai. We had the noon meal at à small = 
taurant; and I went to the Senshüsha on the way back, visited 
Inoue, and returned home after 11. i 


15 January 1875 Cloudy. Inoue came to visit, Oks and I called 
on Hasegawa Taemon about 11; and on our retury we went b 

the antique shops around Oimatsu-chó again, Walkin toni 
Kajima Seiemon accompanied us. E d 


16 January 1875 Cloudy; the cold was severe. I vented a villa 
which Kajima Seiemon built at Namba Lane, Okawa-cho, and 
moved there today. About 11 I left home, called oy Torio. and 
went together with him to a party arranged by Inoue Maia 
Watanabe, Miyagawa, Miyamoto, Utsumi, and Several others 
were there; Takeda came, and asked for my calligra phy so I did 
two or three pieces for him. I contributed four large characte 
“The Breeze of the New Year Heralds Peace,15 j 
framed paper for the Assembly Halli6 for which all o 
brushwork. At 5 I went to my new house. Yamao, 
to Osaka, visited me, and stayed for the night. At 7 I 
Masaru's at his invitation. Watanabe and others 
after 12 I returned home. 


‘on the large 
€ us did some 
Who has come 
Went to Inoue 
Were present} 


17 January 1875 Cloudy. In recent days Kuroda ‘Ryosuke has 
come to call frequently. Today I visited his inn and, had a long 
talk with him, On the way back I visited Oka, andy 


T r i y i went for a 

walk with him. This morning Inoue Segai sent me Some Tokyo 

for vci ons 

for Violation of the Press Laws in his zealous advocacy of that cause, James L. Mull 

man, Politics of the Meiji Press (Y lonolulu, University Press of I lawaii, | 980) 96. 104. 
14 People were accustomed to the local miso of their home areas, wi the M 


15 Shumpit waki WAO. 
10 Shakaijo Heri. 
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newspapers; and Yamagata sent several copies of the Akebono 
Shimbun. 
(Note) Kuroda said that he will return to Tokyo tomorrow. 


18 January 1875 Fair. Oka Koyo and I looked around in an- 
tique shops in the neighborhoood. Watanabe came to visit. 

Letters arrived from Okudaira Nisui and from Yamanaka 
Sei'itsu. After 4 I took a stroll around the Matsushima area with 
Oka Chikujo, went to Watanabe's, and returned home at 11. 


19 January 1875 Fair. Inoue Kaoru came to talk about matters 
related to the Kyodosha. Ito Hirobumi's letter arrived; Torio and 
Oka came to visit, and I called on Nakano in the afternoon. 
Yamao's wife has arrived here. 


20 January 1875 Fair. Hikotaró's letter arrived. Kayama came 
to consult me about a letter of authorization to Inoue Kaoru for 
à loan from the shizoku Employment Bureau. After 2 I visited 
Miyoshi Guntard, had a few drinks, and talked with him. From 
there I went to Kajima Masaemon’s with Oka. At 11 I returned 
home. 


21 January 1875 Fair. I went to Inoue’s; but I was told that 
l'urusawa and Komuro were visiting him at the time, so I called 
on Yoshitomi and Yamao, and returned home at 2. Inoue and 
l'ujita came to visit; and we went all over town together. At 10 
I returned home. 


22 January 1875 Fair. A letter arrived from Sakuma Kazusuke. 
At 11 I went to Inoue’s; and we visited Itagaki Taisuke together 
aller 1. Komuro and Furusawa were staying with him. I told 
them my views in regard to their proposal for a representative 
assembly; and the three of them gave their opinions to us. On the 
way back about 8 we stopped in at Inoue's to talk out some mat- 
ters we had not gotten to; and at 11 I returned home. 


23 January 1875 Fair, Yamao, Kusakari, Oka, and Fukubara 
came to talk, Itó Hirobumi arrived from Tokyo last night, and 
came to visit me today, Okubo sent him especially in regard to 
my returning to Tokyo, Torio came to visit |... Ogata came to 
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look after my illness. At 6, accompanied by Inoue ... [The fol- 
lowing is blank.] 


24 January 1875 Fair. I called on Inoue Masaru” after 10, but 
he was away. I visited Ito's inn, but he was absent. I talked with 
Hayashi Tosaburo for a long time, and returned home at 2. 

Hasegawa Taemon came to talk; Oka and I went to see the 
antique shops about 3, returning home at 7. About 8 I went to 
Inoue's, and was informed of his conversation with Komuro and 
Furusawa. I was told that Ito and others had come to visit during 
my absence. Miura Yoshisuke who came from Tokyo to Osaka 
asked if he could see me tonight, bringing letters from Sugi, No- 
mura, Shishido, and Yamada. 


25 January 1875 Fair. Utsumi, Uryü Shin, and Nagaoka 
Yoemon came to talk; and Governor Nakano came to discuss 
the affairs of Yamaguchi prefecture. Governor Watanabe of 
Osaka came to visit; and Oka also came over. With Ito I went to 
Oka's where we discussed the present crisis all day. Oka also 
presses me insistently to return to Tokyo. I left there in the even- 
ing, stopping to visit Yoshitomi, Oka, and Inoue, and returning 
home at 9. Yamao and Oka came to talk; and a telegram arrived 
from Fujita Kakusuke. 


26 January 1875 Fair. A very strong west wind. I called on 
Inoue, Nakano, Torio, and Ito about 10, then went to the Mitsu- 
hashiro after 1. A go match was held there today, and present 
to observe were Okubo, Godai ..., Utsumi, Matsumoto, Wa- 
tanabe and his son, Ito, Yamao, Yoshitomi, and Torio. The meet- 
ing broke up at I1. I went to Ito's place, and took a short rest, 
returning home at 3. 


27 January 1875 Fair. Niijima Jo!9 came to discuss with me 
how to go about building a school, and making a start toward 
making a contribution to education; he discussed his ambitions 
at length. Yamata came to request that I let him see my crystal 


17 Inoue Masaru (1843-1910), who had been one of the five runaway Choshü 
students in England, served as Director of the Mint in Osaka, 
14 Niijima JO (1843-1890) was in the process of founding the forerunner of Doshi 


sha University in Kyoto, 
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vase, so I showed him this favorite possession of mine. At 12 I 
visited Ito; and we discussed the situation as it has developed in 
recent days, and procedures for reforming the government here- 
after. We were at it until 5. On leaving there, I visited Yamao 
and Inoue, and at 6 went to Takeda Shumpu’s by invitation. 

(Note) A telegram arrived from Fujita; therefore, Nishi ... 
[The following is blank.] 


28 January 1875 Fair. I sent letters to Fujita Kakusuke and 
Fujii Benzo. A letter arrived from Watanabe Kozo (in regard to 
Amano Seizaburd). Oka and I took a stroll, called on Ito, looked 
through some antique stores in the Oimachi-cho area, went to 
Kajima's, and returned home at 12. 

(Note) I went to Inoue's Senshüsha. 


29 January 1875 Snow and wind. In the morning, many visi- 
tors. About 11 I went to Ito's, where Okubo and I discussed the 
government situation. Okubo left at 11, and I stayed for the night. 


30 January 1875 Fair. About 10 I returned home. A letter 
arrived from Yoshiyama. About 11 Inoue and I went to the 
Kyósan restaurant on the south side of Osaka; and there I gave 
my candid opinion of the kind of legislative assembly we should 
have in the immediate future to Itagaki, Komuro, and Furusawa. 
Although their plans vary from mine to some extent, the general 
idea is the same. Our meeting broke up at 9. Inoue and I stopped 
in at a restaurant on the way back; and I returned home to bed 
at ll. 
(Note) A letter arrived from Fujita Kakusuke. 


31 January 1875 Fair. As I had a cold, I recuperated at my 
place until noon. Inoue, Nakano, and Watanabe came to talk. 
lindo came to visit me on the way back from Yamaguchi pre- 
lecture. At an invitation from Inoue and Yoshitomi, I went to 
the Kagai about 5, and returned home at 9. 

(Note) A letter came from Ito. 


February 


1 February 1875 Fair. Nakano came to talk; and Isono came 
to visit. Komuro, Furusawa, and Inoue came to talk. I stayed 
home all day on account of my cold. Ogata Sessai came over to 
give me medical treatment. 


2 February 1875 Fair. Kajiyama Teisuke came to bid me 
farewell inasmuch as he is returning to Yamaguchi prefecture. 
Oka and Muto came to visit; Inoue came to talk with me. I 
invited Oka to join me; and we went to Kobe at 11:30, there to 
visit with Ito Hirobumi. We talked over developments of recent 
days, and I gave him my opinions. Torio happened to be there; 
and I played several games of go with him. We returned to Osaka 
on the 5:30 train. At night I took a walk with Oka, and returned 
to go to bed at 10. A letter arrived from my nephew Hikotaro, 
I wrote a letter to the Prefectural Councilors! Kinashi and 
Yoshida. 


3 February 1875 Fair. I sent a reply to my nephew Hikotaro, 
Oka and I looked around in the antique stores about 1, and I 
went to worship at the Temman Tenjin shrine, went on to Kaji- 
ma’s, and returned home after 12. 


4 February 1875 Fair. Yoshitomi came to visit. I gave my 
opinion in some detail in regard to Inoue’s arguments about 
my personal situation. Ito Hirobumi came to talk; and I told 
him what I think about going to Tokyo and several other current 
issues. After 4 we went to the Kagai together, then took a walk, 
I returned home at 12. 


5 February 1875 Fair. This morning Sakuma Kaztisuke’s 


1 Sanji har, Prefectural Councilors for Yamaguchi prefecture, 
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letter which was mailed on the 3rd came (from Tokyo), saying 
that an official notice has been issued in response to my request 
for permission to resign several days ago; and that the government 
has disapproved of my request, and is ordering me to return to 
Tokyo at once. I sent letters to Fukubara Hozan and Sakuma 
Kazusuke; and after 10 went to the Senshüsha. I have looked for 
Inoue the past day or two, but have not seen him; but finally today 
I did meet with him. In the end he replied that he would leave 
to me his own course of action and official position; so we talked 
confidentially about the future steps of the Imperial government, 
and talked over our objective of bringing the government party 
together with the popular election party for the sake of the coun- 
try. 

Ito Hirobumi came to visit me to tell me that Grand Cham- 
berlain Higashikuze has come to Osaka today bearing Imperial 
orders, and has official business with me; therefore, I made an 
appointment to see him at 5. Grand Chamberlain Higashikuze, 
the Imperial Envoy, then came to see me after 5, and delivered 
the following message from His Majesty: 

We have repeatedly ordered you to Tokyo but you have 
declined to accept Our order on the grounds that you have 
not recovered from your illness, and you have begged to 
resign from your position. Now, however, there is a great 
deal of important national business about which We wish 
to consult you in person; and We want you to do everything 
in your power to return to Tokyo speedily; therefore, We 
have dispatched Grand Chamberlain Higashikuze on a 
special mission that he might make known Our purpose to 
you. Listen well to what he has to say! 

I received a separate official order, and a letter from the Prime 
Minister. 

I called on Governor Nakano about 6, but he was absent. From 
there I went to the inn of the Imperial Envoy, Grand Chamber- 
lain Higashikuze, to report to him that I would obey the Em- 
peror's command, and also to request a short delay in taking up 
my duties, unavoidable under the present circumstances. After 
/ | went to Itó's inn to discuss with him in detail my views on 
how policies should be implemented in the future; and I stayed 

athere for the night, 
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6 February 1875 A severe west wind. In the morning I visited 
Governor Nakano to discuss several matters relating to Yamaguchi 
prefecture. The Governor is returning to the prefecture today. 
At 11 Ito and I went to Sakai to visit Okubo to give him our views 
on the present situation, and to present an outline of what we 
would like to see in the future. We arrived in Sakai at 1, but 
Okubo was away at the time, so we had to return to Osaka. 

(Note) Today I sent a telegram to Sakuma Kazusuke to tell 
him to hold off on reporting that I would be delayed in taking 
up my government duties, a task with which I entrusted him yes- 
terday. 


7 February 1875 Fair. A severe west wind. I went to Ito's, 
and there happened to meet Inoue, Komuro, Furusawa, Okamoto 
Kenzaburo, and Torio. This morning a fire broke out in Zama 
and spread in all directions before it was extinguished about 
midnight. It was the biggest fire of recent times. Junkei-cho, 
Shio-machi, Kitakubdji-machi, and the area around Higashisaki 
Road were all destroyed by fire. About 5 I went to Inoue’s, and 
returned home after 1. 


8 February 1875 Cloudy. I stayed home all day. Ito, Utsumi, 
and Oka came to talk. Okubo was supposed to return to Osaka 
today, but he did not come. I called on Yoshitomi and Inoue 
after 6, but they were away. I visited Oka, and talked with him 
for some time; then I went to the Kagai, where Inoue, Yoshitomi, 
and others had gathered. I returned home, and went to bed at 
19; 


9 February 1875 Fair. I went to Okubo's with Ito after 9; and 
I told him of my long-held conviction that we should aim toward 
a fixed law, opening local assemblies, or minkai, to pave the way 
gradually for a national parliament, or kokkai. Okubo agreed with 
me. I discussed the same plans with Itagaki and his men the other 
day; and all of them have agreed with my view. Now that Okubo 
has endorsed the plan also, we have taken the first step toward 
securing the future of our nation and its people. It is a very happy 
occasion. My heart leaps for joy. After the discussion I played go 
with Godai and Saisho, About 3 I left there to go to Inoue's, E 
told him what I had said to Okubo today, and of the particulars of 
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Okubo’s agreement; and I expressed my views on what Inoue 
should do about his official position. Inoue’s opinions accord with 
mine. 

From there I went to Oka’s to take a walk. 


10 February 1875 Cold wind, snow flurries. I gathered Itagaki, 
Furusawa, and Okamoto at Inoue’s, and told them again of the 
views which I have long advocated; and they all agreed with me. 
I suggested, therefore, that timing is important in achieving our 
objectives, that impartiality should be the controlling factor in 
selection of personnel, and that patience is needed for gaining 
our ends. No one voiced objections; and our meeting broke up 
after 4. 

About 5 I went to the Senshüsha to meet Yoshitomi, Masuda, 
and Fujita. As Inoue has agreed to go to Tokyo with me, the 
Senshüsha must be closed; therefore, I told them in outline of 
the recent developments, and I forbade them to leak information. 
Alter 7 I went to the Tomitaya with Yoshida. Itagaki, Okamoto, 
Nakajima, Furusawa, and Inoue were all present; and Ito came 
later. Itó and I went to the Natsukydku restaurant in Sakai, then 
on to Ito's inn. I returned home after 11. 

(Note) Yokoyama Magoichiro sent a telegram from Yokohama 
today that he is leaving for Europe. 


I! February 1875 Fair. Inoue came to talk. Before 11 we went 
to the Kagai to which place I invited Okubo and Itagaki today. 
lt was the first time that Okubo and Itagaki had seen each other 
since October of year before last when the government split into 
(wo factions.? Even if people have divergent opinions, they should 
not stop associating with each other; therefore, I brought them 
together for the sake of our nation's future. Inoue and Ito were 
present; and Torio and Yoshitomi joined us later. I spent the 
night at the Kagai. 
Today the members of my family all left for Kyoto. 


12 February 1875 Fair. After 7 I went to Torio’s, and told him 
ol (he main aspects of the recent agreement. From there I went 


wor k " ‘liens 

d During the great Cabinet crisis of October 1873 Okubo led the victorious Peace 
Party, whereas Itagaki adhered to the cause of the War Party, and resigned from 
Wovernment upon defeat, 
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to the Osaka Metropolitan Office to see Governor Watanabe. 
I have been moved by Niijima Jo's ambition to found a middle 
school in Osaka with private funds, so I used my influence 
on his behalf, Isono Koemon has donated 20,000 yen toward 
a plan to open a recreation park in Osaka. As I observe the 
state of things today, I do not believe that there is any urgency 
about opening an amusement park; therefore, I urged Isono the 
other day to use this money to help with the establishment of 
the middle school, and I explained the idea to Governor Wa- 
tanabe today. From there I went to visit Niijima, called on 
Okubo, and discussed some things we did not get to the other 
day. At 5 I returned home where I disposed of some household 
business, visited Its immediately afterwards, and went to the 
Kitagata at the invitation of Watanabe, Utsumi, Matsumoto, 
and... At 11 I returned to the Kagai, and spent the night there. 
Letters arrived from Kodama Jun’ichiro and Kawakita Shunsuke. 

This morning Yokoyama Magoichiro came to visit; he is leav- 
ing for Europe soon. I entrusted him with letters to Ministers 


Kawase and Aoki. 


13 February 1875 Fair, then snow. I sent a letter to Prefectural 
Councilor Kinashi. I went to the house on Yodoya Lane about 
2; and I did a great many pieces of calligraphy as requested by 
numerous people. Niijima, Torio, and Takeda came to visit. 

After 5 I went to the Kagai, and I boarded a ship after T 
More than ten people came to see me off. 


14 February 1875 Fair. We arrived at Fushimi at 8, and relaxed 
for a short time at the Bekkoya. After 10 Inoue, Ito, and I went 
to the Fujinomori. We looked over the tea plantations in the area, 
took a short rest at Inari, and arrived at my villa in Dote-machi, 
Kyoto, before 12. Ito stayed with me; and Inoue stayed at... 
About 4 Ito, Oka, and I went for a walk; we visited Inoue later, 
returning home to go to bed at 11. 


15 February 1875 Fair. With Oka I went round to look at the 
antique stores, Zaibai, Seiga, and Raizan. Hójó joined us for part 
of the tour. I returned home at 2. Oka, Hójó, Zaibai, and I visited 
Yamanaka Sei’itsu after 4, but he was absent, We took a short 
rest, had some drinks at Hojo's villa, and returned home with 
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these people after 7. Kunishige and Yamanaka came to visit. 
We talked for several hours, and everybody left. At night, a little 
snow. 


16 February 1875 Fair. A letter arrived from Maebara Hiko- 
tard saying that he will go up to Tokyo soon. Kansai and Yuko 
came. At 12 I went with Oka to the antique shops, and on to visit 
Inoue’s inn at 1. We went to Hojo's with Ito and Inoue. Yamana- 
ka, Kunishige, Makimura, Urya, Shiraishi, and Hayashi were 
present. About 9 I returned home. A little snow from time to time 
today. 


17 February 1875 Fair. About 10, guided by Makimura, I 
went to see various kinds of Nishijin fabrics,? and the way they are 
woven. On the way back we stopped in at the English-German 
School, and an arithmetic class in the primary school. I returned 
home at 3. After 4 I went to Kanzan's, and from there to worship 
before the graves on Reizen,* then back to Seifü's place at Gojo- 
zaka. On the way back I stopped in at Inoue's, but he was away. 
'Then Watanabe Noboru came in from Osaka, so I went to see 
him. Inoue and Ito were there, as was the peer Omura. At 11 I 
returned home, and went to bed. 


18 February 1875 Fair. Yamanaka came to talk with me. Inoue 
and I went to... sho about 11; and, as a weaving factory has 
just opened in the former Sumikura mansion, equipped with 
Western machinery, we went to see how it looks, then on to the 
Industrial Development Bureau. Ito accompanied us. From there 
Yamanaka, Oka, Makimura, and I went to Kyükyo's to look 
at some calligraphy and paintings as well as antiques. About 4 
Makimura and I watched singing and dancing lessons in Gion, 
and I returned home at 7. Yamanaka stayed at my home along 
with Oka; Yoshino Sanshiró came; and at night we tried our 
hands at calligraphy and painting for amusement. 
Yoshino came to stay with me today. 


? Nishijin, the “West Camp” of forces during the Onin War, 1467-1478, became 
the center of the silk fabries industry. 

4 Reizen ii a mountain in Higashiyama overlooking Kyoto. On it were buried the 
ChowhG martyrs of the unsuccessful effort to kidnap the Emperor in 1864; and 
ultimately Kido and his wife Matauko were buried on this same eminence, 
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Letters arrived from Prefectural Councilor Yoshida and Kondo 
Shun'ichi. 


19 February 1875 Snow. At 11 I visited Tani Tesshin, but he 
was away. I called on Kunishige and Makimura, but they were 
absent also. I visited Yamamoto Kakuma, and talked with him 
for a time, returning home at 1. Yamanaka, Makimura, Sato, 
Kunishige, Shiraishi, and Taniguichi came to bid farewell. We 
departed after 7 from Kyoto, boarding a ship from the Bekkoya 
in Fushimi at 12. Inoue, Ito, and Oka were aboard the same 
ship. 


20 February 1875 Fair. At 8 we arrived in Osaka, and went to 
the Kagai. I visited Miyoshi and Inoue, purchased some books at 
Tyoya Masusuke’s, and took a walk with Oka at night. Today I 
sent letters to the Prefectural Councilor Makimura and to 
Governor Nakano. At night, snow. 

(Note) We took rooms at the Onomichiya. 


21 February 1875 Snow, then fair. Yamagata Kyósuke came to 
visit, and talked about the Tokyo situation for about four hours. 
About 2 I went out to see Takeda, Inoue, Yoshitomi, Mori, and 
Utsumi. At Torio's I displayed my crystal vase and my incense 
burner of celadon porcelain, and held a sencha tea ceremony. 
(Old Yamata arranged for a stand for the celadon porcelain in- 
cense burner to be done today.) We enjoyed a relaxed evening, 
the most pleasant I have had lately. From there I went to the 
Kagai at Isono’s invitation; and Ito, Yamagata, Torio, and 
Inoue, and I went on to the Kamizakiya. At 1 I returned home 
to go to bed. I was told that Prefectural Councilor Yoshida had 
come in my absence to say that he had arrived in Osaka today. 
He brought Prefectural Councilor Kinashi’s letter. As Niijima 
came to visit and left a note yesterday, I sent off a reply to him 
today. 

Isono Koemon came to visit; and I urged him to apply his 
money to a school rather than to the recreational park. 

(Note) A telegram came from Yoshiyama. Hirahara wrote 
that it is impossible to live in England on less than. Y 400 per year, 


^ Sencha ia an informal (ea ceremony using ordinary ten. 
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22 February 1875 Fair. Niijima Jo came to visit; and I told 
him that I had persuaded Isono to change his plans. Niijima was 
pleased. Kunishige arrived here tonight; Prefectural Councilor 
Yoshida came to visit me. Yoshiyama Kiichi, who has arrived in 
Osaka recently, had gone to Kyoto looking for me, then followed 
me down to Osaka again. He came to visit with the primary 
school teachers Okubo Minoru of Ishikawa prefecture and 
Namba Kyohei of Okayama prefecture. Yamada brought over 
all of the utensils which I had ordered. 

Matsu and the others came to Osaka this morning. 

Yamagata, Miyoshi, Inoue Yakichi, Takeda, Utsumi, Hasega- 
wa, and many visitors came. 

At 4 we went to Kobe by train, and took a short rest at the 
Tetsuya. I met Ise Sakae and Munakata Naojiro; Seikakuin, 
Kawamura's wife, and Jimbo . .. also were along. 

We boarded ship at 1 in the morning; the ship was named the 
Tokyo maru. 


23 February 1875 Fair. The sea was calm, but I suffered a bit 
from seasickness about 5. 


24 February 1875 Fair. We arrived in Yokohama at 9 and 
disembarked. I went to the Fükiro to eat with Inoue and Ito. 
My nephew Hikotaro, Seiho, and Seitaro came with us. We 
returned to Tokyo on the 12 o'clock train. A mountain of visitors. 


25 February 1875 Fair. Okubo and other visitors filled up my 
house. At 10 I went to the Palace for an audience with the Em- 
peror. His Majesty said that he dispatched the Imperial Envoy 
Higashikuze a few days ago chiefly because he wishes to rely on me 
heavily in the future. I reported to the Throne that I had met 
with Okubo and Itagaki in Osaka, and gave him the substance of 
my plans. Immediately afterwards I had an audience with the 
impress, and withdrew from the Palace at 1. I went to Okubo's, 
but he was out. I went to Prince Sanjo's to talk for a good 
while, and then to Lord Iwakura’s where I did the same. From 
there I went to the Takanawa mansion where I had an audience 
with the Three High Personages’ of the Mori family. On the way 


“The three persons were the exsdaimyo Mori Motonori, his mother, and his wife. 
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back I visited Ito Hirobumi, and talked with him for a long time. 
I also met Fukuchi Gen'ichiro and Mokurai. At 8 I returned 
home; and Okudaira came to talk. 


26 February 1875 Iwakura, Oyama Iwao, Miura Goro, Inoue, 
It, and many other visitors came. About 11 I went to Sugi’s, and 
met with Inoue and Ito at the restaurant Konan. Inoue and I 
went to his inn, and had a long talk. I returned home at 9. 
Yamada Akiyoshi came to talk; and a letter arrived from Aoki 
Shüzo. 


27 February 1875 Heavy snow since last night. Vice Education 
Minister Tanaka, Senior Deputy Education Minister Nomura, 
Prince Sanjo, Cho Taro, Kodama Shichijüro, Hayashi Sansuke, 
Assistant Minister Sugi, Vice Minister Yamao, and Vice Minister 
Shishido came to visit. 


28 February 1875 Fair. Dozens of visitors came. I went to 
Shishido's at 4, then to Sugi's, and returned home at 10. 


[e] 


1 March 1875 Fair. At 12 I visited Oyama Iwao; and from 

there I went to Imperial Councilor Okubo’s to keep an appoint- 

ment. We discussed secret matters of state from | until 7; and I 

presented my views on them to him. On the way back I paid a visit 

to Sugi. Nagayo Sensai and dozens of other visitors came today. 
(Note) Mori Mototoshi came to visit again. 


2 March 1875 Fair. Many visitors came. After 9 I went to 
Prince Sanjo's to give him my opinions on several issues. From 
there I went to the Shimizuya; then I visited Parson, went to 
Somei at 2, and called on Nakajima and Hiraoka. Both of them 
came over to my villa; Sugi and Seiho also came to visit. On 
the way back I went with Sugi to the Shogenro in Ueno. Seiko 
joined us. With my companions I went to Sugiyama's house to 
celebrate his retirement. At 12 I went home to bed. 


3 March 1875 Rain since last night, clearing this morning. 
Inoue Segai came to visit; and we talked about several confiden- 
tial matters. Miura Goro, Fukubara Kazumasa, Yoshida Uichi, 
and Kawano Michinobu came to talk. About 3 I went to Prince 
Sanjo’s and to Okubo's to give them my views in regard to govern- 
ment measures for reforming the political structure. On my way 
back I stopped in at Sugi's, but he was away. From there I went 
to Shishido's, where I encountered Sugi unexpectedly, and I 
talked with him for a long time. 


4 March 1874 Fair. I went to Inoue’s inn after 10, met with 
ltö there, and discussed the political reforms. Inoue and I met 
Itagaki and Komuro at the Hachisuka mansion about 3, and held 
à lengthy discussion of the situation. On the way back Inoue and 
1 had a confidential discussion of standing matters at Ayasegawa's 
house, E returned home at 12, Many visitors came, 
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5 March 1875 Fair. Sugi came to talk. I paid visits to Kodama 
Shichijüro, Imperial Councilor Kuroda, and Ota Samon at 12; 
and from there I went to Itó's to discuss in full matters we did not 
get to yesterday. On the way back I stopped in at Moridera's, 
then called on Sugi, and returned home at 9. Nakayama Joji 
came to visit during my absence; and he had brought with him 
a present from Minister Kawase. In addition, Nakayama made 
me a present of a Turkish rug. 


6 March 1875 Fair. Inoue Segai came, and we talked confiden- 
tially about some matters we did not get to the other day. Sugi 
came to visit; and I went out with him. I paid a visit to Komuro, 
and discussed again some things we had not worked out fully 
yesterday. From there I went to Yamagata Atsuz0’s place. Sugi 
and I went to an exhibition of painting and calligraphy. We dined 
at Ayasegawa's, and called on Kawano, but he was out. I called 
on Inoue, but he was away; and I went to Prince Sanjo’s at 5 
for a conference with Okubo, Ito, and Itagaki. We discussed the 
political reforms, and I returned home before 10. 

Inoue and I had promised to go to Prince Sanjo's together 
today, so I went to his place, but he was not there. 


7 March 1875 Fair. Miura Gord and Kawano . . . came to talk, 
After 12 I went to the Takanawa mansion by appointment for 
an audience with Lord Mori Motonori, his wife, and his mother; 
and we talked about things in Yamaguchi prefecture and Osaka, 
Seikaku'in and Matsu accompanied me. We had dinner with the 
Lord's family, and returned home about 10. Today I went to 
Yamao's and to Inoue's. 


8 March 1875 Rain, also windy. Yesterday I received an 
official notice to appear at the Imperial Houschold Ministry. At 
10 I went up to the Imperial Palace where the Emperor notified 
me in person that I have been appointed Imperial Councilor, 
Afterwards the Prime Minister handed me the written orders; 
Kido Takayoshi, Third Court Rank, Junior Grade: You 
are hereby appointed Imperial Councilor! on the recom» 
mendation of Prime Minister Sanjó Sanetomi, First Court 
Rank, Junior Grade, 
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Seal, The Emperor 
8 March 1875 
From there I was summoned to another reception room where 
His Majesty told me of his satisfaction that I had obeyed his order 
speedily, and further that I should serve with the Ministry of the 
Imperial Household as before. I accepted His Majesty’s command, 
then withdrew. I held a private talk with Prince Sanjo for a while 
then left the Palace after 11. Ozaki Saburo came to talk with me 
about tax reform; Nagamatsu Bunsuke came. Prefectural Coun- 
cilor Makimura's letter arrived; and Sugi Magoshichiro sent me 
à photograph and a letter in regard to Shishido's marriage.? 
(Note) Imperial Councilor Kido Takayoshi: You are 
hereby ordered to attend concurrently on the business of the 
Imperial Household Ministry. 
Office of the Grand Council of State 


I received this from Prince Sanjo. 


9 March 1875 Fair. I declined to receive visitors on account of 
illness, and stayed home until afternoon. About 3 I went to my 
villa in Somei, and visited Nakajima. On the way back I called 
on Parson, dined with him, and returned home at 8. I also visited 
Sugi; and Okudaira and Onda came to talk. 


10 March 1875 Fair. Prefectural Councilor Yoshida and Katsu- 
ra Tard came to visit; and Mutsu Yonosuke came to talk with 
me. After 12 I visited Okubo, but he was away. I visited Sanjo, 
Shimazu, Iwakura, and Itagaki. Itagaki was out. At the invita- 
tion of Fukubara Han I went to the Kitsune restaurant. Mori 
Arinori came to see me. Nomura Yasushi, Ito Hirobumi, and 
Inoue Kaoru were present. Letters arrived from Minister Kawase 
and Nakai Kozo (who is in England). 


11 March 1875 Fair. Fujii Yasoe, Sasaki Risaburo, Mihori 
Kosuke, and Hayashi Sansuke came to visit. I called on Mutsu at 
Ayasegawa’s house after 10; Inoue Kaoru and Nakajima Sakutaro 
were present, We discussed fully matters we did not get to yester- 
day, About 5 I visited Kono Togama, and discussed things which 


4 Kido served as go-between for the marriage arrangements, 
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have happened since last year. After 7 I returned home. I ex- 
changed letters with Ito Hirobumi; and a letter came from 
Prefectural Councilor Makimura. 


12 March 1875 In the morning, rain, clearing about 11. At 10 
I went to the Central Chamber, withdrawing at 2. I went to 


the Education Ministry; and with Vice Education Minister | 


Tanaka, Chief Inspector of the Schools! Nomura, and Kuki 
Ryüichi, rank Fourth Official Grade, went on to the Hirakiyo in 
Fukagawa to talk about the current situation in a relaxed way. 
I returned home before 9. 

(Note) This morning Chamberlain Moridera came to visit. 
Kaieda ... came, and gave me an account of the trouble the 
Minister of the Left? has stirred up in the government since year 
before last. 


13 March 1875 Fair. I sent letters to Utsumi the Osaka Metro- 
politan Councilor, Ise Sakae, and Munakata Naojiro. Fukubara 
Hózan, Yamamoto Seijüro, and Isahaya Sakujiro came to visit. 
(Isahaya who has come up to Tokyo recently also came over 
yesterday.) I called on Inoue Kaoru after 10, but he was away. 


I went directly to the council chambers from there, and withdrew — 


before 12. I called on Lieutenant General Saigō, but he was 
away; I returned home at 12. Imperial Councilors Itagaki, Ito, 
Okubo, and Inoue Kaoru came to visit about 2. We discussed 
procedures for carrying into effect the reforms of the government 
system about which we have been talking lately. Everybody left 
at 7. At night Sahata and Okudaira came to talk. 


14 March 1875 Rain. Isahaya Sakujiro and Kimura Genzó 
came to visit. At 9 I went to Prince Sanjo’s to report on the main 
points of our conference yesterday; and we discussed procedures 
for making a beginning. From there I called on Lord Shimazu, 


3 Sei-in IERE. 

4 Daitokugaku KAHER. 

5 Shimazu Hisamitsu (1817-1887) served as Minister of the Left until 1876, De 
facto ruler of Satsuma from 1858 to 1868, and a key figure in national polities, he was 
all but ignored in the Meiji government for his extreme conservatism,” and returned 
to Satsuma in 1876, 

6 Saigo Taugumichi had been commander of the Taiwan Expeditionary Forces, 
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the Minister of the Left, but he was ill. At 11 I went to the council 
chambers, and withdrew at 3. Sugi Magoshichiro came to visit; 
and we went together to see Okudaira, Kawase, and Shishido, 
returning home at 7. Sugi, Okudaira, and Yamada Akiyoshi came 
over. 


15 March 1875 Fair. Kodama Jun’ichird came to visit. At 10 
I went to the council chambers, withdrawing at 3. The Americans 
Mr. and Mrs. Murray,’ Mr. and Mrs. Parson, Sasaki Kazusa- 
burd, my nephew Hikotaro, my wife, and I dined together tonight. 
Kodama Jun’ichird, Fukubara Hozan, and Okudaira Nisui came 
to talk. Fukubara stayed for the night. 


16 March 1875 Rain. Fukubara and I discussed matters relat- 
ing to the Justice Ministry.9 (Fukubara is presently an official of 
the Law College.®) Yoneshige (the antique dealer ...) came to 
talk. At 2 I went to Nomura Motosuke's to keep an appointment; 
Miura Gord was there. Nomura displayed for us his treasured 
antiques, paintings, and calligraphic scrolls. On the way back 
| visited Sugi Magoshichiro, returning home at 8. 


17 March 1875 At 10 I went to the council chambers. Today 
I accepted the following official appointment: 

Imperial Councilor Kido Takayoshi: You are hereby or- 
dered to undertake a study of the structure of the govern- 
ment. 

Office of the Grand Council of State 

17 March 1875 
I withdrew from the council chambers after 12, returned home 
immediately, and went to my Somei villa. Today the mother of 
Lord Mori honored me with a visit. Inoue Kaoru and Ito Hiro- 


! David Murray (1830-1905) served as advisor to the Education Ministry, 1873- 
1179, having been hired on the recommendation of Kido who interviewed him in the 
United States, Murray did much to establish the administration of Japanese schools 
on a national basis, inspected schools, promoted women's education and teacher edu- 
cation, and opened the first kindergartens in Japan. Before and after his service 
in Japan he was associated with Rutgers College in New Jersey. 

M Shihosho WIRK. 

? Myohósryó WYRY The Law School was one of the three major subdivisions of the 
Justice Ministry, the other two being the courts and the office of the procurators. 
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bumi also came. I called in Kiyomoto,!^ the reciter of ballad 
drama, to entertain us. 
(Note) North wind, very severe. 


18 March 1875 Fair, Our Lord's mother honored us by staying 
overnight at my villa, and this morning she went to the Umeya- 
shiki in Tabata. After 9 I went to the council chambers. Today 
I set up the Bureau for Inquiry into the Political System, and 
was present for its first meeting. After 2 I withdrew from the cham- 
bers. Enroute to Somei I encountéred Lord Mori's mother on 
her way back home from there. About 4 I went to the Umeyashiki 
in Tabata again. Nakajima Sasho, Okudaira Nisui, and Hashi'ichi 
came to visit. 


19 March 1875 Cloudy. Light rain about 10, then clearing. 
At 10 I went to the council chambers, and at 3 I withdrew. I 
spent most of my time at the Bureau for Inquiry into the Political 
System today. From there I went directly to a meeting at the 
Seiyoken.!? (This was a meeting of the mutual credit association, 
or mujin,? set up by twelve persons, including Sugi, Nomura, 
Shishido, and Yamao, during my absence from Tokyo.) Today 
Shishido was selected to receive the loan, On the way back I went 
to a certain Aoki's at the invitation of Sugi and Sato. At 7 I re- 
turned home. Yamada Akiyoshi, Kawano. . . , Shishido Tamaki, 
and Sugi Magoshichiro came to talk. 


20 March 1875 Rain. At 10 I went to the council chambers, 
and at 3 I withdrew. I called on Yamada Akiyoshi and Nagayo 
Sensai, but both were away. I visited Kodama Jun'ichiró and 
Sasaki Takayuki. From there I went to see Cho Sansü, and had 
a long leisurely talk with him before returning home. Okudaira 
Nisui came to talk; and a letter arrived from Kawase Shinko. 


10 Kiyomoto Enjüdayü IV (1832-1904) who married into the family of reciters of 


ballad/drama, was an especial favorite of Kido's; he was famed for his beautiful 
voice. 


11 Seitai Torishirabe no Kyoku BUIO F. 


12 Wer. p M ; 

13 Mujin fikilt were traditional associations formed to pool members’ funds. From 
ten to twenty persons belonged. Each made payments into the fund on a regular 
basis, but members took turns by lot in drawing the cash out, These were the “finans 
cial centers of the common people.” Kido may have belonged for social rather than 


financial reasons, 
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21 March 1875 Fair. Arichi ... came to talk. I wrote letters 
to Kawase Masataka and Nakai Kozo. About 3 I visited Sugi and 
Nomura, but they were both absent. Okudaira came to talk. 

(Note) Today a mountain of visitors came, but I declined to see 
them. 


22 March 1875 Rain. Inoue Kaoru came to visit; and we dis- 
cussed the pros and cons of legislation and the selection of per- 
sonnel in connection with the political reform measures. There 
are a great many problems, After 10 I went up to the council 
chambers, and withdrew after 1. From there I went to the Edu- 
cation Ministry, then on to the Justice Ministry where the trial 
in the Hirosawa case!4 is being held. After 5 I returned home. 
Yamada Akiyoshi and Kono ... came to talk. A letter arrived 
from Prince Sanjo. 


23 March 1875 Fair, then rain, then fair. At 10 I went up to 
the council chambers, then at 2 to the Justice Ministry to attend 
the proceedings of the Provisional Court.!5 (Hirosawa's concubine 
Kane was cross examined today. When I recall what happened 
in that episode my anger knows no bounds.) After 4 I went to see 
Ito Hirobumi and Yamada Akiyoshi. Yamao, Yoshikawa, Shi- 
busawa, Inoue, Fukubara, and Ono were present. We had a few 
drinks, and talked. With Inoue I discussed some government 
secrets in private. After 10 I returned home. Sahata and Okudaira 
came to talk. 


24 March 1875 Fair. At 10 I went up to the council chambers, 
and withdrew at 3. From there I went to the Justice Ministry with 
Ito Hirobumi to make an inspection of the courtrooms there, re- 
turning home after 4, The Russian Metchnikov.16 Major General 
Oyama, Ito Hirobumi, Vice Education Minister Tanaka, Kuki, 
and Nomura Motosuke came to talk; and we had dinner together. 


"This was the belated trial of the assassins who took the life of Imperial Councilor 
VMirosawa Saneomi of Choshü in 1871. 
16 Rinji Saibansho WM We PUA. 


! Lev H'ichi Metchnikov (1838-1888) was a professor of Russian at the Tokyo 
Voreign Languages College from 1874 to 1876, Obviously he was in the company of 
Oyama Iwao whom he had taught French to in Switzerland, A Russian revolutionary 
who spent most of hiv life in Switzerland, he had been involved in establishing the 


Paria Commune in 1871, 
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A letter arrived from Aoki, Minister to Germany. 


25 March 1875 Fair. Moridera Tsunenori and Mutsu Mune- 
mitsu came for a confidential talk on the current situation. I went 
up to the council chambers at 10, and withdrew at 3. From there 
I went to keep an appointment with Vice Education Minister 
Tanaka. Among the guests were Fukuzawa Yukichi, Nishimura 
Shigeki, Kato Kozo,? Tsuda Shin'ichiro, Mitsukuri Rinsho, 
Obata Tokujird, and several others. After 5 I went to the State 
Reception Hall, the Enryokan. Prince Sanjé and all of the Imperial 
Councilors were present. As the French Minister . . 18 will leave 
for his home country soon, we had a dinner party for him, and 
enjoyed some conversation afterwards. The party broke up at 9; 
and I returned home before 10. Okudaira came to talk. 


26 March 1875 Fair. Severe wind. Masaki Taizo, Kasahara . . ., 
Sugi Magoshichiro, Yoshida Uichi, Okudaira Nisui, Nomura 
Yasunosuke, and Isahaya ... came to talk. Shibusawa Ei’ichi!® 
came to discuss the present state of the Finance Ministry and the 
reasons for the non-circulation of money among the people. Ihad 
an appointment with Yamada today, and so went there with 
Sugi. Nomura Motosuke was also a guest. We had a long talk; 
and I returned home after 10. 
(Note) Hiraoka Michi. 


27 March 1875 Fair. I sent off letters to Nara Shigeru and 
Fukubara Hozan. I went to the council chambers at 10, and 
withdrew at 4. Our inquiry into the political system, on which I 
have been recently engaged, was generally completed today. On 
withdrawing from the council chambers I went to Prince Ari- 
sugawa's; and, on the way back, I paid a visit to Sugi Magoshi« 
chiro, and he returned home with me. Okudaira Nisui came to 


visit. 


17 This may be Kato Hiroyuki, political theorist and university president, 

18 The French Minister from 7 June 1873 to March 1875 was G. Berthemy. 

19 Shibusawa Eiichi (1840-1931) was a private subject who maintained an intereat 
in public affairs and was à principal business and financial leader of the Meiji and 


"Taisho eras. After resigning from a post in the Finance Ministry in 1873 he served ni 
president of the Dai-Ichi Bank and of the Oji Paper Company. Born into a peasant 
household, albeit a rich peasant one, he had become a Hitotsubashi family retainer 


in 1864, 
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28 March 1875 Cloudy. I did not attend my office on account 
of illness. Kawano Michinobu, Sugiyama Toshi, Yoshida Uichi 
and Okudaira Nisui came to visit. Yoshida stayed overnight i 
order to discuss affairs in Yamaguchi prefecture. 


29 March 1875 Rain. I was ill, and did not attend to my duties. 
Imperial Councilor Ito came to talk; and Okudaira Nisui came 
to visit. Fukubara Hozan came to talk, and stayed overnight. 


30 March 1875 Cloudy, then light rain. I did not attend to my 
duties because I did not feel well. Imperial Councilor Itó came 
to talk (in regard to Inoue Kaoru and the Justice Ministry court). 
Sugi Magoshichiro, Fukubara Kazusuke, Katsura Taro, and 
Fukubara Hozan came to visit. Fukubara stayed for the nieht 
A letter arrived from Inoue Kaoru; and Yamagata Kyosuke who 
am returned to Tokyo sent over a messenger to inform me of the 
act. 


31 March 1875 Cloudy. I went up to the council chambers at 
10, and withdrew at 3. I called on Mori Arinori but he was not 
home. I visited Inoue Kaoru to discuss current affairs; and I 
met Ito, Masuda, Hojo, and Kimura there. On the es back I 
called on Tanaka, but he was away. I visited Yamagata Kyosuke 
and returned home at 1. Tanaka ... came to visit; and we dis 
cussed the problem of Inoue Kaoru in regard to the Justice Min- 
istry. Yamagata Kyosuke, Torio Koyata, Okudaira Nisui, and 
Yamada Akiyoshi came to visit. Oka Masa’ichi who aiiud in 
the city yesterday came to see me; and Utsumi sent me a telegram 
in regard to Hirahara's financial problems. 


April 


1 April 1875 Fair. Moridera Tsunenori, Miura Gord, and Oka 
Masa’ichi came to visit; and I went out with Miura and Oka. 
We happened to meet Yamamoto Seijüro who went to Somei with 
us. (It rained while we were at my villa.) We then went to Ueno 
to see the cherry blossoms, and took a short rest at the Shogenro. 
I returned home at 9. 


2 April 1875 Fair. An earthquake occurred about 6; and I went 
to the Imperial Palace immediately to inquire after the Emperor, 
returning home at 8, At 10 I went up to the council chambers. 
where I expressed myself in full to Itagaki in regard to the Inoue 
Kaoru problem. I withdrew after 2. Yamao Yozo, Nomura 
Yasushi, Minomura Riemon, Torio Koyata, Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Okudaira Nisui, and Fukubara Hozan came to talk. 


3 April 1875 Rain, then clear. Inoue. Kaoru and Murata 
Hojiro (Otsu's second son) came to talk. I went up to the Imperial 
Palace at 9; today was the death anniversary of the Emperor 
Jimmu.* 

Isent a letter to Utsumi Tadakatsu. 

I visited Yamada Akiyoshi after 2, but he was away. I called 
on Nomura Motosuke, and we strolled along the Nakadori? to- 
gether. I returned home after 6. 


4 April 1875 Fair. Mutsu Yonosuke came to talk (about Ino- 
uc)3 Mihori Kosuke came to visit. At 10 I went to the council 


1 The Emperor Jimmu's legendary dates are 660-585 s.c. He was the reputed found. 


er of the Imperial dynasty, and his father was the great grandson of the Sun Goddess 
Amaterasu, according to the Kojiki and the Nihon Shoki. To him is attributed the cons 
quest of Yamato by men from Kyushu, The Restoration brought renewed importance 


to this shadowy figure, 
? Nakadorl, (pni. : 
4 Kido wanted to appoint Inoue Kaoru as Justice Miniter, 


140 A 
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chambers, and withdrew after 2. On the way back I called 
on Inoue Kaoru, then went to Prince Sanjo's, but the Prince was 
not there. I visited Tanaka ..., and he was absent also. Yamada 
Akiyoshi, Arichi Shinanojo, and Sahata Nobuyuki came to talk. 
Letters arrived from Minister Kawase and Utsumi Tadakatsu. 


5 April 1875 Cloudy. Adachi. . . came to talk (about Shimazu). 
Tanaka came to talk (in regard to Inoue). Shirane Tasuke, 
Yamagata Kyosuke, Oka Masa’ichi, Fukubara Hozan, and 
Okudaira Nisui came to talk. Kai'eda came to speak to mc also 
(about Shimazu). Letters arrived from Hiraoka Michiyoshi and 
Yamada Akiyoshi. 

(Note) Some soldiers formed a gang and started a fight with 
some policemen in Ueno yesterday; therefore, I went to War 
Minister Yamagata to discuss how the soldiers might be brought 
under control. 


6 April 1875 Rain, then clear. Prince Sanjo came to visit; and 
we had a confidential talk on the reform of the political structure. 
About 10 I called on Shimotsu Yasunari, but he was out. From 
there I went to see Prince Shimazu, the Minister of the Left; and 
we discussed the situation for a long time. I gave him my opinions 
in full. After 1 I returned home, then went immediately to Somei. 
I had an appointment with Inoue Kaoru, and we discussed 
current matters at length. The people from the Kyokyu came 
over. 


7 April 1875 Cloudy. The north wind was very cold. Oka Koyo 
came to visit. Shimazu Yasunari came to talk; and I went up to 
the council chambers after 10. At 4 I went to the Sanjo mansion 
where Okubo, Itagaki, and I discussed arrangements for carrying 
into effect the reform of the political system and the selection of 
personnel for the Genroin, or Chamber of Elders.4 I returned 
home after 6; and Sugi Magoshichird and Okudaira Nisui came 
to talk with me, 


"The Genroin JG yi was set up as part of the Osaka Compromise of 1875, re- 


placing the older Sa-in Wé, or Chamber of the Left, It was to possess legislative 
powers, and to form the upper house of the protoslegislative body proposed at Osaka, 
Members were appointed by the Emperor from the peerage, upper-grade bureaucrats, 
and legal scholars; the body existed until 1890 when it made way for the Diet, 
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8 April 1875 Cloudy. A north wind—as cold as yesterday. 
At night, rain. Fukubara Hozan and Yamagata Kydsuke came 
to talk. At 10 I went up to the council chambers, and withdrew 
at 3. From there I called on Inoue, but he was away. Today at 
the invitation of Kodama, Fukubara, Katsuta, Kawakita, Ota, 
Niiyama, and Arichi, I went to the Kitsune restaurant. Sugi 
and Inoue were also guests of honor. I happened to meet Ko- 
muro, Okamoto, Watanabe, and Niwa. Inoue and I discussed 
some matters of recent interest. I returned home at 9. 


9 April 1875 Rain. Because I was not feeling well, I stayed 
home all day. I learned from Itagaki how he feels about the 
selection of personnel for the Genroin, Chamber of Elders, and 
I feel that he is being unreasonable. Because it was an impossible 
situation, I finally reported the matter to Sanjo and Okubo. 
Okubo felt as I do about it. I also sent Ito a letter about this 
matter. After 4 I sent Okubo’s letter around to Inoue Kaoru, and 
told him how troubled I am about the matter. 

Having made a promise to be there yesterday, I went to 
Katsura Taró's new house in spite of my illness, arriving there 
after 5. He gave a splendid dinner, and was most hospitable. 
I returned home at 11. Sugi and Arichi were at the party. 


10 April 1875 Cloudy. I stayed home all day on account of 
illness. This morning Adachi Ken came to talk about the Shimazu 
matter. Its Hirobumi came to discuss some confidential governs 
ment matters. Oka, Okudaira, Sahata, Shimada, and Moridera 
came to talk. 


11 April 1875 Fair. I went to Somei with Sugi Magoshichiró 
and Okudaira Nisui. Nakajima, Fujita, and Onda came to visit, 
Just as I was leaving I met Shishido Tamaki in front of my gate, 
I went to Hiraoka’s with Sugi, Okudaira, Shishido, and Nakajima, 
On the way back I visited Yamada Akiyoshi and Oka Yoshi; 
but both were absent. I returned home at 9. 


12 April 1875 Cloudy. At 10 I went up to the council chambers 
returning home at 3. Sugi Magoshichiró, Yamada Akiyoshi, 
Yamao Yózó, Kodama Junichiro, Oka Ghikuzan, Okudaira 
Nisui, Fukubara Hozan, Kawakita Toshisuke, and Oka Tyoemon 
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came to talk. Fukubara Kazumasa left for China today; and 
Hojo Tahei will return to Kyoto before long. Both came to bid 
farewell. Inoue Kaoru came to discuss recent developments in 
private. A letter arrived from Prince Sanjo. 


13 April 1875 Fair. Kodama Shosuke came to visit, bringing a 
letter from Nakamura Kazusuke. I went to the council chambers 
at 10, and withdrew at 3 to go to Yoshikawa's. On the way back 
I visited Yamada, and went with Yamada to see Sugi. Kashiwa- 
mura and Oka were there. I returned home at 9. 


14 April 1875 Fair. Kawaji, Director General of the Police 
Agency,® came to visit; and I was informed of the source of the 
criticism of Inoue Kaoru's private affairs. At 10 I went up to the 
Palace; and the Emperor appeared before us at 10:50. An Im- 
perial edict was announced today in regard to the governmental 
reform which I was ordered to investigate several days ago. The 
heads of the Ministries were in attendance to hear the edict. 
The Emperor left at 12. I withdrew from the Palace after 2. 
Cho Sansu, Okudaira Nisui, Masaki Taizo, and Shishido Tamaki 
came to talk. I exchanged letters with Ito. 


15 April 1875 Rain, then fair. I went to the Ministry of Public 
Works after 7 to meet Ito, the Minister there. I reported to him 
the secret information on Inoue given me by the Director General 
of Police from the Justice Ministry. From there I went to the 
Central Chamber.’ About 1 I went to the Takanawa mansion for 
an audience with Lord Mori Motonori, his mother, and his wife. 
On my return I called on His Excellency Mori ..., then went 
directly from there to the Imperial Household Ministry. Otori 
Keisuke was summoned into the Imperial Presence today; and he 
gave a detailed account of the customs and manners of .. . as he 
had observed them personally. [The following four lines are 
blank.] 

The Emperor dined with Prime Minister Sanjo, Okubo, 
Itagaki, Oki, Terashima, the Imperial Household Minister, 


^ Daikeisht AM. Kawaji Toshiyoshi (1836-1879) of Satsuma was the bureaucrat 


who founded Japan's modern police administration based on his two information- 
gathering tours of Europe in 1072-1873 and 1879, 
a Saisin IED or Central Chamber, was the main organ of the Dajókan, or Grand 


Council of State, 
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Vice Minister, Grand Chamberlain, and Otori. I withdrew after 
8. Kawase, Sahata, Okudaira, and Hiraoka came to talk; and 
Hiraoka stayed for the night. 


16 April 1875 Fair. Kodama Jun'ichiro came to visit. I went to 
my villa in Somei with Torio about 10. Prime Minister Sanjo, 
Okubo, Ito, and Yamagata came over, everybody leaving about 
10. Today at the Sanjo mansion, the Prime Minister questioned 
Kono on the Inoue matter in the presence of Okubo and Ito; 
but no decision was reached. 

I talked with Yamagata, Torio, and Oka. 


17 April 1875 Rain. I went up to the council chambers at 10, 
and withdrew at 3. On the way back I called on Sugi Magoshi- 
chiro, but he was out. Major General Yamada, Kawaji Toshiyo- 
shi, Okudaira Nisui, and Sahata Kensuke came to talk.... 
Matsunosuke came over at night to play go with me. 


18 April 1875 Fair. Kawaji Toshiyoshi, Yamagata Kyosuke, 
and Isono Koemon came to visit. I went up to the council cham- 
bers at 10, and withdrew at 3. I sent off letters to Inoue and 
two or three other people. As I had an appointment with Sugi 
at 6, I went to his house. Yamada, Nomura, and Shishido were 
also present. 


19 April 1875 Fair. Shibusawa Ei'ichi, Komuro Nobuo, and 
Furusawa Uró came over to talk about the Inoue Kaoru problem. 
Because there have been a great many troublesome matters be- 
fore the Cabinet in recent days, I have gone to my post of duty 
daily in spite of my illness. Today I was in a daze. I went up to the 
council chambers before 12, and withdrew at 3. On the way back 
I called on Moridera Tsunenori, and returned home after 4, 
Miura Gord and Fukubara Hozan came to visit. Having an 
engagement with Sahata I went to his house where more than ten 
other guests were present. I returned home at 10. Letters arrived 
from Kawase Masataka, Aoki Shüzo, and Utsumi Tadakatsu, 


20 April 1875 Fair, Sugi Magoshichird, Shimaji Mokurai, and 
Hayashi Hanshichi (on the matter of Yamane Shüsuke) came to 
talk, Mutsu Munemitsu came over to discuss the Inoue affair, 
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At 10 I visited Yamagata Kyosuke to discuss the matter of Torio 
and Miura (making them members of the Chamber of Elders), 
and went to the council chambers about 11. At 3 I had an appoint- 
ment to go to Kodama Shosuke's house, where Sugi, Nomura, 
and Yamada were present. I returned home after 7, then went 
to my Somei villa with Yamada and Kodama to stay overnight. 
Nakajima came over to talk. 


21 April 1875 Cloudy, then rain. Yamada, Kodama, and I 
went over to Nakajima's at his invitation for breakfast. We spent 
the whole day in relaxed conversation; and I felt that my illness 
of recent days was improved somewhat . .. . Matsu . . . also came. 

I had an invitation from Yamao today, but declined it because 
of my illness. 


22 April 1875 Fair. Hiraoka and Nakajima came to visit me; 
and Yamada and Kodama left before 10. I left the villa after 3 
to visit Ga Noriyuki and Sahata Kensuke (Sahata is leaving for 
Kyoto tomorrow) ; and I returned home before 5. As a problem 
has developed in regard to the selection of members of the Cham- 
ber of Elders, Ito Hirobumi came over to give me Prince Sanjo's 
message about it orally. I also received a letter from Prince Sanjo 
on the matter. 

At the request of Sahata and Okudaira I did calligraphy on 
four pieces of silk and four pieces of regular paper. Yamao Yozo, 
Mayahara ..., Oka Sei'ichi, Miura Gord, Kodama Jun'ichiro, 
Kodama Shosuke, and Yamada Akiyoshi came to talk. 


23 April 1875 Fair. Tanaka . . . and Inoue Kaoru came to talk; 
and I went up to the council chambers after 10. We discussed 
the selection of personnel for the Chamber of Elders, and the 
matter of Sakata prefecture.? I withdrew at 3. The American ... 
came to talk, At the invitation of the American Murray, I went 
to his house after 6 in the company of Matsu and Hikotaro. 
Mr. and Mrs. Parson were also there. We returned home at 
10, 


24 April 1875 Cloudy. Isahaya Sakutaro, Yamagata Kyosuke, 


Titis in preventeday Yamagata prefecture, 
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and Tanaka Mitsuaki came to talk. I went to the council chambers 
at 10, and withdrew at 3. I went directly from there to call on 
Sugi Magoshichiro, and returned home at 4. Onda Jinsuke came 
to talk; I went to Yamagata's at 7. Torio, Miura, and Shimaji 
were there; and a letter came from Inoue Kaoru. 


25 April 1875 Fair. Kamiyama, Isobe, and Fukuda came. I 
went up to the council chambers at 10. Today we went through 
the painstaking task of selecting the members of the Chamber of 
Elders. I withdrew at 3, called on Minister of the Right Iwakura, 
Inoue Kaoru, and Kodama Shosuke, and returned home after 5. 
Nomura Yasu, Miura Gord, Okudaira Nisui, and Otori Sesso 
came to talk, I went to Somei with Okudaira and Nomura about 
Us 


26 April 1875 Fair. Yamamoto Jüsuke, Fukubara Hozan, and 

Otori Sesso came to visit. Fukubara and Otori stayed overnight. 

I went to Hiraoka's with Fukubara this evening, and met Mori 
. and Miyoshi Shinzo. 


27 April 1875 Rain. I returned home after 10. Tojo ... and 
Jindai Teiuke who will accompany Lord Mori Motonori on his 
trip to Yamaguchi prefecture on the 3rd of next month came to 
visit. We talked over what would be done after their arrival 
in the prefecture. Inoue Kaoru, Arichi Shinanojo, Isahaya 
Sakujiro, Nomura Motosuke, and Yamada Akiyoshi came after 
2. We had an exhaustive discussion on the economic rehabiliation 
of the shizoku of Yamaguchi prefecture. Sugi Magoshichiro and 
Okudaira Nisui came to visit. A letter arrived from Prince 
Sanjo. 


28 April 1875 Fair. Kono Togama came to discuss his inten« 
tions. Yamane Hidesuke, Yamagata Kyosuke, and Torio Koyata 
came to talk. Moridera Tsunenori will be sent as a personal envoy 
to Saigo Takamori by Prince Sanjo soon (under Sanjo’s secret 
orders). I went up to the council chambers after 10, and withdrew 
at 3. I called on Kodama Shosuke, but he was out. I then called 
at Inoue Kaoru's, but he was also away, I did run into [to 
Hirobumi unexpectedly, and we talked there at Inoue's place in 
the absence of the master of the house, We went to the Seiyoken 
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together this evening at the invitation of Samejima8. ... More 
than thirty guests were present including Okubo and Terashima. 
After dinner we talked for a long time while standing.? It called 
to mind the times when I was a guest during my travels in Europe. 
Nomura Yasushi and I returned home in a carriage, arriving 
after 9. Okudaira Nisui, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, and Torio Koyata 
came to visit (Torio to discuss the affairs of the Chamber of 
Elders). Hiraoka stayed overnight. 


29 April 1875 Fair. Adachi Ken came to talk. Mutsu Yonosuke, 
Tanaka—chief of the Census Registration Bureau,!° and Cho 
Taro came to discuss government business; and Kodama Shosuke 
and Sugi Magoshichiro also came to talk. I went up to the council 
chambers at 10, and withdrew at 2. At 1 I went directly to the 
Takanawa mansion for a farewell saké party with the former 
Lord Mori of Tokuyama and his son, and the former Lord Mori 
of Chofu in attendance on His Excellency, Lord Mori Motonori. 
On the way back I talked a little at Kashiwamura's and returned 
home after 6. A meeting was held at Inoue's today to discuss some 
additional matters relating to the problem of the shizoku of Ya- 
maguchi. I sent a letter over as I could not attend the mecting. 
I went to Kawase's tonight at his invitation, and returned home 
at 12. 


30 April 1875 Fair. Isahaya Sakutaro and Inoue Kaoru came 
to talk; and we went over the problems relating to the education of 
the Yamaguchi prefecture shizoku for economic rehabilitation. 
‘Today Isahaya is leaving for the home prefecture for a short 
visit. I went up to the council chambers at 11, and withdrew at 4. 
Iwakura, the Minister of the Right, came to visit; and we dis- 
cussed the economic rehabilitation of the shizoku in the various 
prefectures along with several other issues. Her Majesty, the 
impress, graciously presented me with two tanzaku bearing her 
poems today. The poems were ... [Two lines have been left 
blank. } 

At night Miura Goro, Okudaira Nisui, Naka Michizo (Naka 


"Samejima Hisanobu (1847-1880) of Satsuma had gone to England in 1865 
surreptitiously to learn about the West. In 1873-1874 he served as Minister to France. 
? Probably this was a Western-style restaurant that had no place to sit, 


10 Kosekigashira JG. 
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Shinagawa Yajiro. From there I went directly to the council 
chambers, and withdrew after 2. I then called on Inoue Kaoru; 
and at Kashiwamura Makoto’s invitation, four of us—including 
also Sugi Magoshichiro—went to the ... in Fukagawa. I was 
consulted in regard to matters relating to the Mori family and the 
governance of its house. The matter of reward stipends to Taka- 
sugi Tanji, Kamiyama Seiya, and Hayashi . . . whose families had 
served Lord Chüsei throughout his life, and to Seikaku'in and 
others who had served for long terms was settled in accordance 
with the proposal which I made earlier. I went to Inoue's inn 
on the way back; Itó came there; and I returned home after 11. 


5 May 1875 Kono Togama came to discuss his personal affairs, 
Shigemi Tacha, and Raizando came to visit. A telegram then 
came from Yokohama notifying me of the arrival of my son 
Shojiro in Japan. I followed the carriage which I had sent to 
meet Shdjird earlier; but I did not make connections with him, 
Shojiró actually returned home some hours before I did. Hijikata 
Kenkichi had come back from England with him. Five persons 
returned to Japan on the same ship; and among them was a man 
named Yamaguchi ...! who accompanied me to America and 
Europe five years ago. After 3 I visited Shishido Tamaki, then 
went to my Somei villa with Shojiro, Hikotaro, and Katayama 
Kihachi. At night we went to Shishido's villa at his invitet 
returning to mine before 10. 

A letter arrived from Imperial Household Minister Tokudaijl! 
ordering me to appear in the Imperial Presence on the evening 
of the 27th.3 f 

(Note) Kodama Aijirō came. 


6 May 1875 Fair. Inoue Kaoru's letter arrived. At 2 I went 10 

. A Buddhist memorial service was held today for Ohara 
Tesshin; and nearly 200 friends of his gathered for it. Ohara ıı, 
Hishida Kaio, and Otori Sesso was in charge of arrangement, 
On the way back I stopped in at Raizando's inn, and I called on. 


1 Yamaguchi Naoyoshi (1839-1892) of Hizen was one of the four Associate ^n 
bassadors on the Iwakura Mission to America and Europe, as was Kido, i 

? Tokudaiji Sanenori (1838-1919), a court noble, was the elder brother of Saloni 
Kimmochi, 


? Bvidently Kido meant to write the 7th, L 
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Inoue Kaoru, but he was away. I visited Sugi Magoshichiro; 
Shishido Tamaki and Okudaira Nisui also came over, and we had 
a long talk. I returned home at 11. Today a letter arrived from 
Imperial Household Minister Tokudaiji notifying me that I 
should appear at the Ministry on the evening of the 27th. 


7 May 1875 Rain. Inoue Kaoru came to talk about the affairs 
of Yamaguchi prefecture. I went up to the council chambers at 
11, and withdrew at 2, going immediately into the Palace. I had 
a talk with the Emperor at .. . (two or three characters are miss- 
ing); I returned home at 5. Yesterday a letter arrived from 
Governor Nakano, and Prefectural Councilor Kinashi and Deputy 
Prefectural Councilor^ Yoshida, in regard to a proposal to give 
fifty students room and board at Hagi School in Yamaguchi 
Prefecture. Yoshida sent me a letter in addition. Oka Sei'ichi 
came to talk. 


8 May 1875 Fair. Yamada came to talk about the situation in 
the Justice Ministry. Kodama Shosuke came to visit. I went up 
to the council chambers at 10, and withdrew at 12. I went to 
Lord Iwakura's at 1 to dine with the German and the Spanish 
Ministers. On the way back I called on Sugi Magoshichiro, but 
he was away; and I returned to my own home after 4. Kondo 
Yoshiki and Okudaira Shdsuke came to talk (Kondo came to 
Tokyo the other day). Fukubara Hozan came to talk (about 
the Justice Ministry and the Supreme Court);? and he finally 
stayed for the night. 
(Note) I went to Shishido's this morning. 


9 May 1875 Cloudy, then rain. Chamberlain Takasaki came 
to talk about the situation in the Imperial Household Ministry. 
Yamada Akiyoshi came; and he discussed several problems in 
the Justice Ministry. Yamagata Kyosuke came to talk. I went 
went up to the council chambers at 11, and withdrew at 3. I had 
an appointment to go to the Kaikoin temple with Inoue Kaoru 
to watch the sumó matches. Yoshikawa, Chief of the Telegraph 
Bureau,’ was also there. We stopped at Matsuya in Nihombashi 


* Gonsanji AL yy. 
^ Datshinein KIE 
" Denshinegashiva UR IN. 
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on the way back for the evening meal. Ayasegawa joined us. I 
returned home at 12; and I was told that Yamada, Sugi, Oku- 
daira, and Oka had waited here for me. 

Isent a letter to Makimura. 


10 May 1875 Cloudy. I went up to the council chambers at 
10, and withdrew at 2. I called on Kōno,” member of the Chamber 
of Elders,8 and I paid a visit to Nagayo Sensai who is ill. I called 
on Yamada Akiyoshi, but he was out. I visited Masaki Taizo, 
and Oka Giemon, but they were away; so at 4 I returned home. 
Okudaira Nisui and Torio Koyata came to visit; and Torio 
discussed matters of the Chamber of Elders in some detail. 

(Note) Kodama Jun'ichiró came to talk; and Tokudaiji, the 
Imperial Household, came to discuss the business of his Ministry. 

Vice Public Works Minister Yamao came to talk. 

Inoue Kobungo and Sugi Magoshichiro came to talk. 


11 May 1875 Fair. Iwakura, the Minister of the Right, came 
to talk about matters of state. At 11 I visited Imperial Councilor 
Ito for a confidential talk about several issues. I then called on 
Imperial Councilor Kuroda, but he was out. I called on Ota 
Samon and Kodama Shichijüro, but neither was in. I did meet 
Hijikata Kenkichi, and returned home at 2. Raizando came to 
talk; and I was told that more then ten visitors had come by today. 
At night I visited Sugi Magoshichiro, and returned home at 11. 

(Note) Kuroda will go to Hokkaido soon. I was told that he 
had come yesterday during my absence. 


12 May 1875 Fair. Nomura Motosuke and Yamada Akiyoshi 
came to visit. I entrusted Fujita Kakusuke with a letter to Mu- 
nakata Naojiro about the loan to Yamauchi Kyüsaburo. I went 
up to the council chambers at 10, and withdrew at 2, going dis 
rectly to the Imperial Household Ministry. In the Imperial Press 
ence, I discussed current affairs with His Majesty for a long time, 
returning home after 4. Oka Sei’ichi came to visit. 


7 Kono Togama (1844-1895) of Tosa served as a Gikan, LY, or member of the 


Chamber of Elders. A follower of Sakamoto Ryóma in his youth, and jailed for aix 
years for radical loyalist activities, 1862-1868, he became successively a Meiji bureaus 
crat, a party politican as vice-president of Okuma’s Kaishintó in 1881, and a cabinet 
minister many times over after 1890, 

9 Gikan WATY. 
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13 May 1875 Cloudy. Ogura Uemonnosuke, Katayama Ki- 
hachi, and Inoue Kaoru came to visit. Inoue and I took a carriage 
to Inoue’s inn about 9. In recent days I have experienced no end 
of difficulties which are beyond description in the conduct of 
affairs of state. At 9:30 I went to Yokohama by train with Min- 
ister of the Right Iwakura to go to the Spanish Minister’s residence 
at his invitation. The German Minister and the French and 
Italian Secretaries were also present. We had the noon meal, then 
went to the horse races at 2, returning on the 3:30 train. 

Today Imperial Household Minister Tokudaiji came escorting 
Lady Yamabuki who is going to be Shishido’s bride; and Sugi 
Magoshichirō and I received them. We served sakè and food; 
and I played a game of go with Lord Tokudaiji. I returned home 
after 10; Inoue Inseki also attended the dinner. After 10 Shishido 
Tamaki came to talk, 


14 May 1875 Heavy rain, clearing after 10. Inoue Kaoru came 
to talk; and at 10 I went up to the council chambers. The dis- 
cussion centered on the selection of a president for the Assembly 
of Prefectural Governors? and on the Hirosawa trial. I withdrew 
after 3. Masaki Taizo, Hijikata Kenkichi, Yamao Y6z6, and the 
Englishman Shand came over; and we dined and talked together. 
Everyone left before 10. 
Nomura Yasushi came to visit. 


15 May 1875 Fair. Yamada Akiyoshi and a certain Ohara 
(Tesshin’s nephew) came to visit. I went up to the council cham- 
bers at 10, and withdrew at 3. I paid a visit to Inoue Kaoru, then 
went to the Palace with Ito Hirobumi. We talked for more than 
an hour in the Imperial presence, then dined with His Majesty. 
‘Those in attendance were the Prime Minister, the Minister of 
the Right, Imperial Councilors Okubo, Ito, and I, as well as 
the Imperial Household Minister, Vice Minister, and Assistant 
Minister, the Grand Chamberlain, and the Chief Watch Officer 
of the Day.!^ We left before 7. On the way back I stopped in at 
Nomura Yasushi's by invitation. A celebration was held in honor 


" Ghihokan Kaigi M Jj WAIA was to be the lower house in the proto-legislature 
created as part of the Osaka Compromise, 
10 Hibancho |] Wi Je. 
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of his old mother's long life?! and several dozen guests were 
present. I returned home at 11. 


16 May 1875 Nomura Motosuke and Torio Koyata came to 
visit; Torio and I went to Okubo's villa by carriage about 1. 
Present were Prime Minister Sanjo, Minister of the Right Iwa- 
kura, Ito Hirobumi, Yoshi Kosuke, Lord Tokudaiji ... and 
Iwakura Tomosada. 

I returned home about 10. Prefectural Councilor Utsumi's 
letter arrived. 

(Note) A letter came from Kawase Shinko informing me 
that a baby girl was born to him in Italy. 


17 May 1875 Fair. Letters arrived from Inoue Kaoru, Sugi 
Magoshichiro, Prefectural Councilor Makimura, and Fujii 
Yasoe. I went up to the council chambers after 10, and withdrew 
after 2. I went directly from there to the Takanawa mansion; for 
it was Lord Chüsei's death anniversary. On the way back I visited 
Inoue Kaoru, and returned home at 7. Okudaira Shosuke and 
Torio Koyata came to visit. 


18 May 1875 Fair. Ga Noriyuki, Kodama Shosuke, and Oka 
Moritomo came to visit. I went up to the council chambers after 
10, and withdrew after 3. I called on Inoue Kaoru, but he was 
absent. From there I went to the Hama Detached Palace where 
the Emperor held a dinner for Drs. Bauduin!? and Hoffman and 
their wives. I joined them for dinner. After 8 I returned home. 
Okudaira Shósuke came to talk. 


19 May 1875 Fair. Fukui Toyonosuke came to discuss the Hiro- 
sawa case. Sugi Magoshichird came to visit. I went up to the 
council chambers after 10, and withdrew before 3. I visited Inoue 
Kaoru, but he was absent. At 4 I went to a meeting at the Seiyó- 
ken; the lot for the accumulated money (in the Mutual Credit 


11 His mother evidently turned seventy-seven or cighty-cight; this is when such 
celebrations were held. 


1? Dr. Anthonius Franciscus Bauduin (1822-1885) of Holland served in Japan 
intermittently from 1862 on, He had treated Kido in Osaka in 1869 (Vol. I), and 
talked with Kido in Holland in 1873 (Vol. I1) about language reform, He is re 
garded as the founder of Ueno Park in ‘Tokyo, and his bust will be found there in 


commemoration of that achievement, 
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Association) fell to me, but I transferred my rights to Sugi Mago- 
shichiro. Sugi and I visited Kodama Shosuke together; and I 
returned home at 8. Torio Koyata, Oka Sei’ichi, and Shimaji 
Mokurai came to talk. Shimaji stayed for the night. 


20 May 1875 Rain. I stayed home on account of a headache. 
Oka Sei’ichi came to visit. I sent round some official papers to 
Prince Sanjo. Sugiyama Takatoshi, Okudaira Shosuke, and Torio 
Koyata came to talk. 


21 May 1875 Fair. I went to my Somei villa with Nomura 
Yasushi, Okudaira Shdsuke, Sato Kansaku, and my son Shojiro. 
We had some relaxed conversation and played go throughout 
the day, and I returned home after 11. This morning I paid a 
visit to Okamoto Kenzaburé. Kodama Aijiro, Amamiya Chühei 
Kawakita Shunsuke, Tamano Seiri, Nakai Aizō, and Kodane 


Jun'ichiro came during my absence. A letter arrived from Maki- 
mura. 


22 May 1875 Fair. Wakayama Gi'ichi's letter arrived. I went 
up to the council chambers at 10, and withdrew at 2. I then paid 
à visit to Inoue Kaoru, and after 3 went to the Imperial House- 
hold Ministry where I talked with the Emperor for an hour, and 
withdrew from the Imperial Presence after 4. On the way ‘back 
I paid a visit to Aston, the English Legation Secretary (whom I 
have known for ten years). I returned home after 5. Yamada 
Akiyoshi (on the Justice Ministry incident), Sugi Magoshichiro 
(on Imperial Household Ministry business and his own family 
matters), Oka Sei'ichi, and Inoue Shin'ichi came to talk. Shi- 
mizudani Kimitaka came in my absence.1 


23 May 1875 Fair. Fukui Kazusuke came to talk. I went up to 
the council chambers at 10, and withdrew at 4. Aston and his 
wife came to visit at 6; and we had dinner together. Nakai Aijirō 
Fukubara Hozan, the Italian Minister, Katayama Kihachi, and 
Raizandó came during my absence. I exchanged letters with 
Kodama Jun'ichiro, At night, rain. 


u " , TM ; 
| a was go-between for the marriage of Shimizudani's daughter to Shishido 
amaki, 
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24 May 1875 Fair. Kasahara Hankuro brought Kawabe Mo- 
tosada over. Fourteen years ago when I was the principal of the 
Yübikan School in the Chdshi mansion at Sakurada, Motosada's 
father ... and his associates plotted the assassination of the Elder 
Ando Tsüshima-no-kami at Sakashita Gate on 31 February 1862. 
The others left ahead of him. Kawabe was late for the rendezvous, 
and he came directly to see me at the Yübikan where later that 
night he committed seppuku. It was a pathetic thing. As a result, 
I fell under the suspicion of the old Bakufu authorities. At that 
time our Old Lord was serving the nation by making an approach 
to the Imperial Court, so I was sentenced on a minor charge, and 
in the end released. Because of my connection with his father, 
Motosada holds me in high regard, and has come to me; there- 
fore, I took him into my house. 4 

Fukubara Kazusuke came to visit me. He told me about his 
talks with Lieutenant General Saigo about buying a house. I 
went up to the council chambers at 10, and withdrew after 2 to 
go directly to the Ministry of Education. I took a walk in the 
Mukójima area with Vice Minister Tanaka, Kuki I and 
Nomura Motosuke; and, on the way back, we stopped in at the 
Yaozen for some food and drink. There we had a leisurely talk 
about the pluses and minuses of the current situation. It was 
midnight when I finally reached home. In my absence Amamiya 
Chühei, Oka Sei'ichi, Sugi Magoshichiro, Shishido Tamaki, Sase 
Yazo, Katayama Kihachi, and Yamada Akiyoshi came by. Let- 
ters arrived from Inoue Kaoru and Sugi Magoshichiro. 

(Note) Kobayashi. 


25 May 1875 Fair. I went up to the council chambers after 10, 
and withdrew after 2. I went directly to visit the American Min- 
ister,!4 then called on Inoue Kaoru, who was absent. I reached 
home after 4. Yamao Yózo, Nomura Motosuke, Sugi Magoshi- 
chird, Kashiwamura Makoto, Kondo Yoshi, Sato Kansaku, and 
Yamada Akiyoshi came to talk. Amamiya Chühei came over; 
and I handed him the 4,000 yen for Kawase Shinko.'5 Kawano 


14John A. Bingham (1815-1900) served as American Minister to Japan, aa 
1885, A native of Ohio, he was remembered during his career as a member of t j 
House of Representatives, 1854-1873, for his authorship of the Fourteenth Amends 
ment to the United States Constitution guranteeing rights of citizenship to former 
slaves, During his years in Japan he worked to end the unequal treaties, 

15 Kawase was Minister to Haly. 
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Mitsutaro, Ishida Eikichi, Oka Seiichi, Komatsu Kenjird, Mo- 
toyama Yoshisuke, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, and Kishimoto Mago- 
saburó came during my absence. 

Today Shishido Tamaki was married to Shimizudani Chie. 
Sugi Magoshichiro and I were involved with the marriage ar- 
rangements from the start; and this evening Chie went from my 
house to that of the Shishidos. At dusk I went over there; and 
the wedding ceremony was completed by 8. The guests left about 
12. I gave a congratulatory speech to them as follows: ['Twenty- 
two lines are blank in the original diary]. Yamao and Kashiwa- 
mura came to stay for the night. 


26 May 1875 Fair. Okudaira Nisui, Sugi Magoshichiro, Kawa- 
kita Shunsuke, and Shimada Suke came to visit. Sugi and I went 
to Shishido's about 11. Then we went together to visit Miura 
Gord whose tea ceremonial vessels and antiques we appraised. 
About 3 we took a walk to Otowa, returned to Miura's, visited 
Okudaira and Kawase, and returned home at 7. Among those 
who came during my absence were Nakamura Takayoshi, Shi- 
gemi Sei, Futami Masanobu, Kawabe Motosada, Awaya Kazu- 
hira, Masuda Hogi, Katayama Kihachi, Ukita Hachiro, Shim- 
ayama Shigenobu, Yasuda Naotaka, Murakami Shosuke, and the 
Ryükyüans Ikeshir6 Oyakata, Kochi Oyakumoi,!6 Tobako Oyakata, 
and Yonahara Oyakata. Letters arrived from Fukubara Hozan 
and Prince Sanjo. 


27 May 1875 Fair. Katayama Kihachi came to visit as he is 
returning to Yamaguchi today. I went up to the council chambers 
at 10, and withdrew at 3. I called on the Ministers of Peru, Italy, 
and Germany, and on Inoue Kaoru, before returning home at 6, 
| stopped at Oyama Yasuke’s, but he was absent. Letters arrived 
from Yamada Akiyoshi, Inoue Kaoru, and Kodama Shésuke. 
‘Those who came here during my absence from home were Hiji- 
kata Kenkichi, Katori Motohiko, Shishido Tamaki, Nagayo 
Sensai, Shimizudani Kimitaka, and Komatsu Kenjiro. 
Oka Sei'ichi, Torio Koyata, and Mitsuda . . . came to talk. 


10 Qyakumot VAM |; was a Ryükyüan title which ranked just below that of Oyakata 
WI), the seconderanking title, The holder of the title possessed a village; and higher 
officials were selected from among men of this rank, 
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28 May 1875 Cloudy, then light rain. I left my place at 9 to 
visit Kodama Shosuke, and to see his antiques and calligraphy 
and paintings, and went on to the council chambers at 10. After 
11 I went to the Imperial Palace where the Emperor gave a dinner 
party for the ministers of the foreign powers today. All of the 
ministers of the treaty powers were there without exception, as 
were all of the Imperial Councilors (except for Itagaki), Lieu- 
tenant General Saigo, Vice Admiral Kawamura, Imperial House- 
hold Minister Tokudaiji, Grand Chamberlain Higashikuze, 
Grand Master of Ceremonies! Bojo. Ministers Samejima and 
Sano, and Ishi .... It lasted from 12 until 4. When I withdrew 
from the Palace, I called on Cho Sansu, and returned home at 
6. At night I paid a visit to Shishido Tamaki; and Hijikata Ken- 
kichi came to talk with me. i 


29 May 1875 Wind and rain. Arichi Shinanojo came to visit. 
Yamagata Kyosuke and Yamada Akiyoshi came to talk. I went 
up to the council chambers after 10, and withdrew at 3. I went 
to Prince Sanjo’s, then visited Inoue Kaoru, and called at the 
Peruvian Minister's at 6:30 at his invitation. The Prime Minister, 
Minister of the Right, Imperial Councilors, Department Min- 
isters, Agency Directors, and Ministers of the foreign countries 
attended. It was a splendid banquet. I took a carriage back with 
Shishido Tamaki, and returned home at 10. 


30 May 1875 Fair. Kodama Shosuke, Sugi Magoshichiro, and 
Yamada Akiyoshi came to talk. I went up to the council chambers 
after 10, and withdrew at 3. On the way back I stopped in at 
Inoue's, then to Sugi's, and returned home at 6. Okudaira Nisui, 
Oka Sei'ichi, Nakajima Masanojo came to talk. Eight visitors 
came during my absence. I met Matsumoto Yuki at Inoue's today, 


31 May 1875 Hayashi Hanshichi came to talk about the prob» 
lems, as I had informed him, faced by the saké brewers (in Yama- 
guchi prefecture). Raizand6 came; and I purchased from him à 
vase with a pattern of buckwheat, an old copper hanging vase, 
and a tea kettle by Chin Sonshü.!? After 4 I visited Yamada 


1? Shikibugashira sk NRI. 
W Chin Sonshü [irf JN was a Sung Chinese erafiiman active in Japan at the time] 
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Akiyoshi, but he was away. From there I went to Somei where 
I called on Nakajima, and went to my villa directly from there. 
Nakajima and Oka came at night. 

Matsu, Shojiro, and Oka all spent the night at the villa. Masaki 
Taizō came during my absence. 


his elder brother headed a project to repair the Great Buddha of Nara, 1182-1216, 
“alter that great revered icon had been reduced to a mass of molten metal during the 
Gempet. Wars, His Chinese name was Chen Fouhou, 


June 


1 June 1875 Fair. Raizando and his son, Seiho, Sugi, Yamada, 
and Hiraoka came to talk. I made the rounds of the plant nur- 
series in the neighborhood about 2. Sugi, Yamada, Seiho, and 
I went to see the antique stores in the Yushima area, then went 
to Sugiyama Kotaro’s. Iwaya, Kusaka, and other poets had 
gathered there. I returned home at 11; five visitors had come 
during my absence. 


2 June 1875 Fair. Kodama Jun'ichiro, Inoue Kaoru, Miura 
Goro, Fukuda Ihachi, Shimaji Mokurai, and Yamao Yozo came 
to talk. At 4 I visited Samejima . .. , and went to the Seiyoken 
with him for a long, leisurely conversation. We discussed the 
current situation in France, and the financial affairs of our own 
country. On the way back I stopped in at Inoue Kaoru's, and 
returned home after 10. Letters arrived twice today from Prince 
Sanjo; the following order was enclosed: 
Imperial Councilor Kido Takayoshi: 
You are hereby appointed President of the 
Assembly of Prefectural Governors. 
2 June 1875 
Office of the Grand Council of State 
Because of my long advocacy of the establishment of an elective 
parliament on a gradual basis, I could not well refuse this order. 


3 June 1875 Fair, then rain. Raizando came; and I went to the 
council chambers after 10, and withdrew at 3. I went then to 
Okuraya’s,! then to Sugi's, returning home at 5. At night I visited 
Shishido. 


1 Okura Kihachiró (1837-1928) was the entrepreneur who founded the Okura 
zaibatsu combine, Kido had met him in 1872 in Paris where Okura had gone to buy 
uniforms under contract with the Japanese army, and the association continued, 
Starting as a gunshop owner in Tokyo after the Restoration, Okura moved inte 
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(Note) Today I started going to the Special Bureau for the 
Management of the Affairs of the Prefectural Governors,? and 
I studied the legislative chamber’s constitution. 


4 June 1875 Fair. Toyonaga Chokichi, Nakamura Sen ..., 
Hiraoka Michiyoshi, and Nomura Wasaku? came to talk. I went 
up to the council chambers after 10, and withdrew at 3. From 
there I went directly to call on Shimizudani, and returned home 
at 4. Soon afterwards I went to the Palace, and I reported to the 
Throne what the Prime Minister had told me. On withdrawing 
I visited Kato Hiroyuki,! then Torio Koyata, and returned home 
at 7. Okudaira Nisui came to talk. 
(Note) I went to the Special Bureau.5 


5 June 1875 Fair. Iwakura, the Minister of the Right, came to 
talk about seven or cight problems. At 11 I went up to the council 
chambers and to the Special Bureau, and withdrew at 4. Kondo 
Yoshiki and Oka Sei'ichi came to talk. At Shimizudani's invita- 
tion, I went to the Tokugawa villa in Asakusa after 5. Tokudaiji, 
Higashikuze, Ito, Sugi, Nomura, Nakajima, Hiraoka, and several 
others were there. Shishido and his wife were guests of honor. 
Several visitors came to my house during my absence. I returned 
home at 11. 
(Note) A letter arrived from Prince Sanjo. 


6 June 1875 Fair. Yamao Yozo, Okudaira Nisui, and I went to 
my Somei villa after 10. We encountered Kajiyama ..., Miyoshi 
Shinzó, Toyonaga ..., and ... in Somei, and invited them to 
the villa. I inspected the grounds for Yamao's new house, and 


foreign trade, and accumulated from his military contracts enough profits to diversify. 
Kido uses here his firm name, Okuraya, to refer to the individual. 

* Ghihókan. Goyógakari no Bekkyoku WI EWA HOYI. Chihokan literally means 
Local Official, but I have chosen to translate it as Prefectural Governor since all of 
the members of the Assembly were Prefectural Governors. 

? Wasaku is another name for Nomura Yasushi, 

! Kato Hiroyuki (1836-1916), the first Japanese to study German language and 
thought, was a tutor to the Emperor, and in his writings increasingly a scholarly 
apologist for the statist trend of the Meiji government. He opposed the popular as- 
sembly in 1874, and he had written in 1875 Kokutai Shinron (New Thesis on the Na- 
tional Polity) from this standpoint. Ivan P. Hall, *Kató Hiroyuki,” Encyclopedia of 
Japan, Kodansha, V1, 168, "There is an interesting sidelight. Kato was a native of 
Iyushi in Tajima province, the very town in which Kido took refuge for six months 


‘Uhguised as à merchant in 1864-1865 after Choshü's abortive coup in Kyoto. 


^ Bekkyoku Willi. 
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returned home after 7. Mutaguchi Michiteru had come during 
my absence. Shimaji Mokurai and Okudaira Nisui came to talk 
at night, and stayed overnight. 

(Note) Masaki Taiz6 came to visit. 


7 June 1875 Fair. At 9 I went to see Prince Sanjo who told me 
of the dispute which has developed recently over the limitation on 
the authority of the Chamber of Elders in its regulations, and of 
his fear of the trouble which will come as a result. Before 11 I 
went up to the council chambers, and gave my opinions on the 
matter to Itagaki, but he did not agree with me. I went on to the 
Special Bureau (of the Assembly of Prefectural Governors), and 
left the chambers at 5 to go home. I wrote letters to carry on my 
correspondence with Prince Sanjo, Inoue, Kaoru, Wakayama 
Gi'ichi, Fukuba Bisei, Ozaki Saburo, and Munakata Naojiro. 
Okudaira Nisui came to visit. 
(Note) I am overcome with grief when I think of our future. 


8 June 1875 Cloudy, then rain. Inoue Kaoru (for a private 
talk on the current situation), Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Otori Sesso, 
Miyoshi Guntaro, and Toyonaga Chokichi came to visit. I went 
up to the council chambers after 10, to take up duties at the 
Special Bureau, and withdrew at 4. From there I went to the 
Asakusa Honganji? temple to inspect the progress of remodelling 
for the opening of the Assembly (of Prefectural Governors) on the 
20th. At 6 I returned home to read some official papers. Lady 
Osono from the Takanawa mansion came to visit. Sugi Mago- 
shichird, Oka Sei'ichi, and Kubo Danzo came to talk. During my 
absence from home four visitors had come. 

(Note) I dispatched a letter to Munakata Naojiro through 
Toyonaga. 


9 June 1875 Rain then fair (entering the season of the plum 
rains).? Yamagata Kydsuke came to talk. At 10 I went up to the 
council chambers, to attend to my duties at the Special Bureau, 


6 The Asakusa Honganji temple, the meeting place of the Assembly, still stands, 


This austere building of the Pure Land Sect stands not very far from the more famous 
Asakusa Kannon temple, , 
7 Nyübai A Mj. This marked the beginning of the rainy season in Japan, the time 


when the damp penetrated and mildew covered everything, also the time when 
peasants transplanted. rice, 
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and withdrew at 4. From there I visited Inoue Kaoru and Koda- 
ma Shosuke, and went to Prince Sanjo's at 6. There for dinner 
were the French Minister, a French Military Academy professor, 
Imperial Councilor Ito, Minister Samejima, Vice Naval Minister 
Kawamura, and Nagata.... At 10 I returned home. Okudaira 
Nisui came to talk. Parson sent word that a son has been born to 
him, and that he has named the boy Kido Parson, in accordance 
with the permission which he requested beforehand.? Matsu and 
Shojiro paid a visit to Parson. Three visitors came during my 
absence. 

(Note) The Emperor appeared in the council chambers today. 
I went to Iwakura's on my way there; he will leave for the hot 
springs soon. 


10 June 1875 Fair. I went up to the council chambers at 10, 
attended to my duties at the Special Bureau, and withdrew 
at 4. From there I went directly to the Takanawa mansion to 
visit Lady Ofusa on her sickbed, and found that she had died 
yesterday evening. Lord Mori Motonori was supposed to have 
returned to Tokyo today; but he had not arrived by this evening, 
probably because of adverse wind and seas. Sugi Magoshichiro 
accompanied me to the station; and I left him there to go visit 
Inoue Kaoru. Today I met Mutsu Munemitsu and Komuro 
Nobuo in connection with the trouble over the Chamber of 
Elders; and the two of them now understand my view. From there 
I went to see Nomura Motosuke with whom I had an appoint- 
ment. Itó Hirobumi, Tanaka Fujimaro, and Kuki were present. 
I returned home after 11. Seven visitors had come in my absence. 


11 June 1875 Fair. Nomura Yasushi, Oka Sei'ichi, Kawase, 
Okudaira Shosuke, Maruyama Taro, and Fukubara Hozan came 
to talk. I went to Somei with Nomura and Okudaira, and re- 
turned home after 10. Eight visitors and two letters had come in 
my absence. 


"William Edwin Parson (1845-1905), a Lutheran Minister in Washington, D.C., 


1869-1872, left that city as Kido's English tutor, accompanied him back to Japan 
in 1873, and was employed in 1874 as a teacher of mathematics and physics at the 
Kaiseijo, a forerunner of Tokyo Imperial University. During his stay in Japan Parson 
performed work on behalf of the blind, and received the Order of the Rising Sun for 
his services, After his return to the United States in 1878, Parson taught Greek and 
Hatin at Howard University, and became a trustee of his alma mater, Gettysburg 


Lutheran College in Pennsylvania, 
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12 June 1875 Fair. Yamagata Kyosuke, Fujii Benzo (who has 
recently come to Tokyo for the Assembly of Prefectural Go- 
vernors), Kono Togama (who came to discuss the regulations for 
the Chamber of Elders), and Shinsho Shichinojo came over. At 
11 I went up to the council chambers (to go to the Special Bu- 
reau), and withdrew at 4. From there I went to the Imperial 
Household Ministry. 

I went into the Imperial Presence to report on the official 
business concerning the Prefectural Governors matter, and on the 
matter of the Imperial visit to the Assembly. Enroute from the 
council chambers I called on Aston, and returned home at 7. 
During my absence the English Minister Parkes had come, so 
I visited him immediately, returning home at 9. During my 
absence five visitors, and four letters came. Makimura Hankuro, 
Yamada Akiyoshi, and Oka Asajiró came to visit. At night, rain. 


13 June 1875 Cloudy. Fujita Kakusuke and my nephew 
Hikotard came. Inoue Kaoru came to tell me that he had met 
with Imperial Councilor Itagaki in regard to the Chambers of 
Elders matter, and that Itagaki had finally come to tell him that 
his opinion was at variance with mine. Sato Kansaku came to 
visit. I went up to the council chambers at 10, and worked at the 
Special Bureau. The problem of the regulations for the Chamber 
of Elders, the subject of a good deal of controversy lately, has 
finally been settled. Itagaki and I explained the understanding to 
Prince Sanjd in some detail. I withdrew at 4, going to Prince 
Sanjo's. I then paid a visit to Oka Sei’ichi, strolled in the neigh- 
borhood with him, and returned to Oka's where I met Kubo 
Minizo. On my way back I visited Aston, and returned home at 
7. Okudaira Shósuke came to talk. There were seven visitors in 
my absence. I sent our four letters, and received two. 

Otani Koei came to visit twice, and says that he is staying at the 
Honganji temple. 

(Note) The Assembly constitutions, regulations, and bylaws 
on which I have been working lately have finally been decided 
on. 


14 June 1875 Fair. Inoue Kaoru, Mutsu Munemitsu (on the 
Chamber of Elders matter), Nakano Goichi, Kubo Danzo, and 
Miyoshi Shtisuke (to discuss the Prefectural Governors and other 
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matters) came to visit. I went up to the council chambers at 10 
and withdrew at 12. I went directly to Inoue’s, and with him ie 
the Takanawa mansion. From there we went to the Zui ... ji 
temple where Lady Ofusa's funeral services were held today. 
On my way back I stopped in at Inoue's, and returned to my home 
at 5. Nomura Yasushi, Oka Seiichi, Okudaira Shdsuke, and 
Miura Goro came to talk. Four visitors and two letters arrived 
during my absence. 


15 June 1875 Rain. I went up to the council chambers before 
10, and withdrew before 12. Immediately afterwards I took 
the train to Yokohama together with Prince Sanjo and Terashi- 
ma. We went aboard the ship ... around 1:30. This ship is a 
war vessel which is used to survey the beds of the oceans of the 
world. The men aboard it classify and prepare illustrations of all 
of the soil and rocks, as well as varieties of shellfish, fish, and 
insects, which are taken from beneath the sea, and send them 
back to their home country. The crew of the ship numbers more 
than 200; the ship has ... horsepower; and we were told that 
it will raise anchor tomorrow, cross the Pacific Ocean, go around 
South America, and return home after eleven months. We went 
ashore before 6; the wind was strong, and the sea rough. We 
took the 6 o’clock train, and I reached home before 8. Governor 
Nakano Goichi and Miyagi Tokisuke came to talk (Nakano gave 
me an account of the situation in Yamaguchi prefecture since the 
beginning of the year). The observers? from Yamaguchi pre- 
fecture for the Assembly of Prefectural Governors, Hayashi 
Sosuke, Homma Ensuke, Tahara Seibei, Takiguchi Haruzo, and 
Narazaki Iosuke, came to see me during my absence. Okudaira 
Shosuke came over for a talk with me. Four other visitors and two 
letters came. 


(Note) The ship surveyed the area seventeen . . . off the coast 
of Yokohama. 


16 June 1875 Fair. I have suffered from stomach trouble since 
last night. Okudaira Shosuke, Nakajima Sako, Kubo Munizo, 
and Masaki Taizō came to talk. After 12 I paid a visit to Matsu- 
moto Yogen; and I called on Kanda Kohei, Yamada Akiyoshi, . 


? Bochonin (NI A. 
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Kodama Jun'ichiró, and Nagayo Sensai, but all were absent. 
I also visited Oka Giemon; and I called on Shishido Tamaki, 
but he was away. I returned home after 6. Fifteen visitors and 
three letters came. Kyükyodo!? came to talk. 


17 June 1875 Cloudy. Fukuba Bisei (on Imperial Houschold 
Ministry problems), Kodama Jun’ichiro, Sato Kansaku (on 
Assembly of Prefectural Governors problems), and Ochiai Saizo 
came to talk. I went up to the council chambers at 10 to work at 
the Special Bureau. I went to the Honganji temple in Asakusa 
at 3 to look over the remodelling of the Assembly Hall, visited 
Otani Koei, and went to Itagaki Taisuke’s house after 6. Among 
those who gathered were Inoue Kaoru, Goto Shojiro, Komuro 
Nobuo, Mutsu Munemitsu, Okamoto Kenzaburé, and Furusawa 
Uro. I returned home after 10. At night, rain, Thirteen visitors 
and one letter came. 


18 June 1875 Fair. Kubo Danzo, Isahaya Sakutaro, Kuba 
Toru, and Harada Sei'ichi came to visit. I went to the council 
chambers before 10 to work at the Special Bureau. Today official 
notification was made of the appointment of secretaries and 
clerks" (for the Assembly of Prefectural Governors). I withdrew 
from the chambers at 5. Cho Taro and Okudaira Shósuke came to 
visit. At 7 I called on Sugi Magoshichiro, and returned home at 
12. Three visitors and two letters came. 


19 June 1875 Rain, cloudy, later fair, then cloudy again. Inoue 
Kaoru came to talk. At 9 I went up to the council chambers 
to work at the Special Bureau. The Emperor honored me with a 
visit around 10. After 11 I went to the Honganji temple where 
fifty-nine of the local representatives had gathered, and selected 
their managers!? by ballot. Officials from the Bureau of Cere- 
monies were present to give instructions in protocol. I returned 
home in the same carriage with Assistant Imperial Household 
Minister Sugi at 5. 
Five visitors came, and there were two visitors. 


19 An art dealer, 
1 Shokikan WENA, secretaries; kanji (je, clerks, 
V! Kanji We 
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20 June 1875 Fair. I went to the chamber of the Assembly of 
Prefectural Governors at the Asakusa Honganji temple at 9. 
The prefectural governors assembled at 10 (two were absent). 
The Emperor honored us with his appearance at 11. The Presi- 
dent of the Chamber of Elders,!? the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, and most of the Imperial Councilors were present for the 
opening ceremonies of the Assembly. The Emperor read his 
edict; and I, as president of the Assembly, respectfully stepped 
forward to receive it. After 12 the Emperor returned to the 
Palace. 

Today several arguments flared up in the Assembly over the 
constitution and rules, and over the convening of the Assembly. 
Kanda Kohei, Governor of Hyogo prefecture, was most active 
in the debate. But this Assembly derives from its constitution; it 
cannot be changed without having had some experience under 
this constitution, or without going through proper procedures. 
As president, I intend to abide by this constitution. I presented 
my views, and rejected Kanda's proposals. In addition to that, a 
myriad of other controversies came up; and I finally returned 
home after 5. I paid a visit to Imperial Councilor Okubo, but 
he was not home. I called on Sugi Magoshichiro, and with him 
paid visits to Hinoki Ryosuke and Shimada Sukeshichi, but both 
were out. Yamada Akiyoshi came along with us. I returned home 
at 8. Yamagata Kyosuke (Aritomo), Kodama Jun’ichird, and 
Okudaira Shosuke came to talk today. Two other visitors and one 
letter came. 


21 June 1875 Fair. At 9 I went up to the Imperial Palace. The 
Prefectural Governors have been summoned to appear at court 
today, so I informed the Emperor of arrangements for their 
reception. At 11 I led the body of governors (except for one who 
was absent) before the T'hrone to reply to the Imperial charge. 
‘The Emperor then withdrew to the interior of the Palace for a 
lime, Prime Minister Sanjo then came forward to hand over 
certificates of appointment to the Floor Leader, or Kanjicho, 
and the other seven whips, or Kanji. At 12 His Majesty appeared 
again, and he honored the governors with his gracious message. 
| replied to His Majesty in a speech of twenty or thirty minutes, 


1 Gyóseiró yl. 
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and he then withdrew to the interior. Imperial saké and cakes 
were served to all of us; and afterwards we viewed the Imperial 
gardens. At 2:50 we all withdrew. 

Yasukawa Shigenari came to visit. After 3 I left the Palace. 
Hiraoka Michiyoshi came to talk with me. Six more guests and 
four letters arrived. 

(Note) Kodama Jun'ichiro came to visit. 


22 june 1875 Cloudy, then rain. At 8 Kodama Jun'ichiro came 
to visit me; and we rode together to the Assembly Chamber in 
the Asakusa Honganji. The Chamber opened at 10. I rose to 
express my hope that this Assembly would be of great service to 
those who come after us; and I explained procedures for making 
queries and proposals in regard to the police;!4 and I put the mat- 
ter to discussion. Before 12 we stopped to recess; and after 12 we 
opened the second session to discuss the first proposal on the 
agenda. After 3 we adjourned the meeting; and at 5 I returned 
home. Today I had a terrible toothhache. 

(Note) Fujisawa ... came to visit. Shishido Tamaki and 
Okudaira Nisui came to talk. 


23 June 1875 Rain. In spite of illness I went to the Asakusa 
Assembly Chamber at 9. At 10:30 we began discussion of the 
third article of the police bill. At 12 we recessed; and before 
1 we opened the second session of the day. We decided to lay 
down general principles in the bill as to the number of police 
stations and branches, and of officers and men assigned to cach, 
and to let each locality decide for itself on the number which 
would be appropriate. Prince Sanjo attended the meeting; and 
he left a statement with me in regard to the Chamber of Elders 
matter. Imperial Councilor It also attended; and he talked with 
me about the matter of the Elders and other problems. I returned 
home at 6:50. Three guests, one letter. 


24 June 1875 Cloudy. Kuba Toru and Harada Ryosuke came 
to visit. After 10 I attended to my duties at the Central Ghamber, 
which was honored by a visit from His Majesty, the Emperor, 


14 The bill to bring uniformity to the local police systems throughout the country 
was the first item on the agenda, The five bills for this semion were all prepared hy 
the government, and all dealt with local matters, 
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I urged approval of the bill on roads and bridges and the bill on 
local assemblies;!5 and after I had made a strong plea, it was so 
decided. After 2 I withdrew. On the way home I called on Sugi 
Magoshichiro, and after 4 I reached home. Kondo Yoshiki, 
Miura Gord, Nagayo Sensai, Oka Sei'ichi, Kodama Jun'ichiro, 
and Okudaira Nisui came to visit. Three other guests and two 
letters came. 


25 June 1875 Rain. Inoue Kaoru, Isahaya Sakutaro, and Fujii 
Yasoe came to talk. I rode in the same carriage with Inoue to 
Asakusa; and before 10 I went to the Assembly Chamber. Today 
the police question which was considered in committee the other 
day was submitted to the Plenary Session.!6 Kanda, the Floor 
Leader, acted as presiding officer. There were some discrepancies 
in the budget calculations, so we could not come to a decision. 
Finally, today’s Plenary Session was suspended halfway through. 
I pressed for approval of the bill; and I had several exchanges of 
letters with the Central Chamber, and with Ishii, Deputy Chief 
of Civil Engineering!’ in the Home Ministry. After 5 I returned 
home. Inoue Inseki, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, and Okudaira Nisui 
came to talk. I sent a letter to Imperial Household Minister 
"'okudaiji in regard to the Imperial visit of the day after tomorrow. 
The Emperor was gracious to present me with two rolls of Rya- 
kyū hempen cloth today. I exchanged letters with Hijikata, the 
Court Envoy.18 

(Note) I talked with Inoue about the Bureau for Shizoku 
Industry.19 


26 June 1875 Rain, then clearing. Yamagata Kydsuke came to 
talk. About 10 Ishii, Deputy Director of Civil Engineering, came 
tọ discuss the bill on roads and bridges. Ito Hirobumi came 
to consult about the bills before us, and the problems in the 
Chamber of Elders. Yamada Akiyoshi, Torio Koyata, Okudaira 
Nisui, Sat6 Kansaku, and Yamamoto Seijüro came to talk. 
| answered letters from Tokudaiji, Oki, and Yasukawa. A letter 


15 Minkai Ii. 

V Soshokaigi WUJ (Or jit. 
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arrived from Yoshida Uichi. Last year when I returned to Hagi 
I took up official duties at the Bureau for Shizoku Industry ; and, 
connected with that, ten shizoku came to meet with me today. 
A letter arrived from Ozaki Saburo. 

(The entry below is written in red ink.) 


27 June 1875 Fair. At 8 I went to the Asakusa Assembly of 
Prefectural Governors chamber. 'The Emperor arrived at 9:30, 
and the Assembly opened at 10. The bill on roads and bridges was 
put before it for discussion. At 12 His Majesty withdrew; and the 
president and Assembly members also left. At 1 the session re- 
opened, and at 3 the Emperor withdrew as did the Assembly 
members; and at 3:50 His Majesty returned to the Palace. I 
finished up some work relating to the Assembly, and at 5:30 rode 
back in the carriage with Yamada Akiyoshi, and relaxed and 
talked at his house for a long time. From there I went directly 
home. A letter arrived from Fukubara Hozan; and I answered it. 
I called on Kubo Danzo, but he was away. Four callers and four 
letters today. Sugi Magoshichiro, Makimura Masanao, and 
Shimada Sukeshichi came to talk. Sugi presented me with a small 
inkstone which I had long coveted. 


28 June 1875 Fair. Today, extremely hot. Ishii i Shoichiro, 
Deputy Chief of Civil Engineering, came for a long discussion of 
the rivers bill. Sugiyama Kotaro also came to talk. At 9 I went 
to the Assembly Chamber. The session opened at 10, recessed at 
12, reopened at 1:30, and adjourned at 4. I returned home 
at 5:30, Letters came from Kawase Shinko and Nakai Hiroshi, 
also a letter from Sugi. Two guests, Okudaira Shésuke and 
Torio Koyata, came to talk. [The above was in red ink. ] 


29 June 1875 Fair. At 9 I went to the Asakusa Assembly 
Chamber; and at 10 consideration of the fourth article of the bill 
on roads and bridges began. The discussion was heated. At 1 some 
of the members proposed that we recess; but I contended that 
we should continue the discussion until we came to a decisions so 
long as the members were not tired. The membership consented 
Finally, we continued the session until 3:40, At 5 I left the Cham: 
ber, visited Sugiyama Kotaró, and returned home after 6, At 7 
I called on Sugi Magoshichird who went over to Shimada Suke- 
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shichi’s house with me. I returned home at 11. Three guests. 
Aosaki Hirotomo brought over some memorials. 


30 June 1875 Rain, then fair. Sugiyama Kotard and Sato 
Kansaku came to talk. Yesterday Wakayama Gi’ichi sent me a 
copy of the book which he has written, Proposals for Tax Re- 
Sorm,?® so I sent him a reply. After 9 I went to the Asakusa As- 
sembly Chamber. Today replies were made to queries about the 
police bill in Committee and in Plenary Session, and finally the 
bill was approved in its original form to be presented to the 
Prime Minister for submission to the Throne. Today the Prime 
Minister and Imperial Councilor Itó came to the Assembly. 
At 4 Sugi Magoshichiro, Shishido Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, 
and Nomura Motosuke came to visit. Lately, to make it easier 
for me, I have been taken by boat to Mukojima, on my way from 
the Assembly. At 10 we returned to Ryógoku and parted there. 
At 11 I reached home. Six visitors, one letter. 


99 Nakugelvetyu MAN. 


July 


1 July 1875 Fair. Sakuma Ichisuke, Yamagata Kyosuke, Miura 
Gord, Cho Sansu, and Fukubara Hozan came to talk. At 12 I 
went to the Hama Detached Palace. The Emperor arrived at 1, 
and presently made his appearance in the Reception Hall. His 
Majesty ordered that the local governors should all examine the 
Detached Palace, and afterwards each should talk with His 
Majesty individually about his own area. The Emperor honored 
us with a few words; and Prime Minister Sanjo elaborated on 
His Majesty's remarks. I let it be known that, in my office as 
President, I wish to encourage cach governor to express his opin- 
ions fully. After 3 the Emperor retired, following which we were 
served food and drink. After 3 the observers! of the Assembly also 
came up to look at the Palace; and they likewise were served food 
and drink. After 3, on my way back, I stopped in to sce Inoue 
Kaoru and Kodama Shosuke. Sugi Magoshichiró accompanied 
me partway home, and I reached there at 6. Ten visitors. At 
night Oka Sei'ichi, Kimura Genzoó, and Okudaira Shosuke came 


to talk. 


2 July 1875 Cloudy, then rain. Before 9 I called on Shishido 
Tamaki, and went directly to the Asakusa Assembly Chamber, 
Today for the first time discussion was held on the bill in regard 
to the dikes. At 6 I returned home. Three callers, one letter. 


3 July 1875 Rain. Not feeling well, I stayed home. Ozaki Saburó 
came to talk with me. Ito Hirobumi, Funakoshi Yonosuke?—chief 


1 Bóchónin fW A. Each prefecture was allocated a specified number of official 


observers. H j 3 
2 Funakoshi Yönosuke (1840-1913), Hiroshima domain samurai, had studied mill: 
tary science with Omura Masujird, and it was he who wrote Kido informing him of 


Omura’s death in 1869, Now Funakoshi was part of Okubo '"Poshimichi's modern 
bureaucracy in the Home Ministry, 
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of Census Registration’—and Kubo Danzo came to talk. (Ito and 
Funakoshi came to discuss the bill on local assemblies.) Okudaira 
Shdsuke and Sato Kansaku came to visit. Seven callers, four 
letters and memorials. 


4 July 1875 Cloudy. Sakuma Ichisuke and Sugi Magoshichiro 
came to talk. At 9 I went to the Asakusa Assembly Chamber; and 
at 10 discussion opened on the second and third articles of the 
rivers bill. The session adjourned at 3. Today six letters came to 
me from members of the Assembly; and I got around to replying 
to all of them. I returned home at 5. Hijikata Kenkichi, Yamada 
Akiyoshi, and Okudaira Shdsuke came to visit. Four more letters, 
three callers. 


5 July 1875 Fair. Fujii Yasoe (on the Hirosawa incident) and 
Inoue Kaoru (in regard to Itagaki's discontents) came to talk. 
At 9 I went to the Chamber of Elders where opening ceremonies 
forit were held today. Before 10 the Emperor came to deliver a 
message ; it was similar to the opening ceremonies for the Assembly 
of Prefectural Governors. At 11:30 the Emperor returned to the 
Palace. I rode home with Miura Goro, who is a member of the 
Chamber of Elders. Today an invitation came from the United 
States Minister (in honor of the American Independence Day),* 
but I declined because of the pressure of business. At 3 I went up 
to the Imperial Palace in the company of Prince Sanjo and Okubo. 
Each of us replied to a query about the Imperial tour; and at 4 
I withdrew. I called on Funakoshi, but he was not home. I then 
went to Sugi's house where Iwaya and Kusakabe, both Imperial 
Archivists, Oka Takeshird, and one other person were present. 
We talked leisurely for a long time, and I returned home at 10. 
Three callers. 


6 July 1875 Cloudy. At 10 Funakoshi, Chief of Census Registra- 
tion, came; and we talked about the bill on local assemblies.9 
Also, Cho Sansu came to talk. At 2 I rode horseback to the Somei 


?. Kosekiegashira Fiu. 

^ Independence Day was actually the previous day. 

^ Naishi |i. 

* Minkai \Xfiy. Kido was committed to the concept of gradualism in phasing in the 
legislative process: assemblies at the town and village level should precede those at 
the prefectural, then the national level, 
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villa, and visited with Nakajima and Hiroaka. Hiraoka has been 
ill lately. On the way back I called on Parson; and I returned 
home at 7. Municipal Councilor? Makimura of Kyoto came to 
talk. In addition, I had six other callers and one letter. 

(Note) Magobei, servant at Somei, was ill. I gave him some 
money for milk in sympathy. 


7 July 1875 Cloudy. At 9 I went over to the Asakusa Assembly 
Chamber. At 10 discussion began on article three of the rivers 
bill, resuming a discussion which was suspended several days 
ago. Until 1 the discussion was on the first paragraph; from 2 to 
6 it was on the second and third paragraphs, and, finally, the bill 
was adopted. I returned home at 7. Okudaira Shosuke came to 
talk. Aside from him I had four callers and two letters in my 
absence. Three letters came to the Assembly Chamber. 


8 July 1875 Rain. Shishido Tamaki and Inoue Kaoru came to 
talk. At 10 I went to the Asakusa Assembly Chamber, and im- 
mediately opened the session. I put the proposal to them to have 
district and village chiefs serve at first in the local assemblies, and 
explained the main purpose of the bill which was referred to us 
by the Grand Council. A number of questions as to the meaning 
of the proposal were raised by the members who did not under- 
stand. Before 12 the first session ended, and we left our seats. At 
12:50 the second session opened, and members discussed the pros 
and cons of this proposal. At 4 the second session ended; and at 
4:30 the third session opened. The members then voted by written, 
ballot whether they favored or opposed the original proposition, 
and placed their ballots before the chair; and I had the secretary? 
inspect them. The result was 22 votes for a popularly elected 
assembly, 39 votes for an assembly composed of district and 
village chiefs, and one person not voting; so it was decided in 
favor of district and village headmen by majority vote. The session 
was adjourned 5; and at 6:20 I returned home. A letter came from 
Yoshitomi Kan'ichi; and I dispatched three letters. 

Before 7 I called on Sugi Magoshichiro, and went with him 
to visit Katagawa . . . . I returned home after 10. 


? Kyoto: fu Sanji (Te fes 
a Shokikan WT. 
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9 July 1875 Rain. Funakoshi, Chief of Census Registration, 
came to talk (about the first article of the proposal under dis- 
cussion). I went to the Assembly at 9. I put to them for discussion 
proposed steps for opening the assemblies with district and village 
chiefs? as members. It was decided by majority vote to establish 
a general goal of opening both prefectural assemblies!? and dis- 
trict assemblies;!! but to leave arrangements to the convenience 
of each locality. Today the Assembly was in session from 10 to 
12, and from before 1 until after 3. I had the bill on prefectural 
assemblies and district assemblies distributed. In the debate since 
yesterday the Assembly has split into two parties; and a multitude 
of opinions have created confusion on the floor. I only regret that 
my countrymen tend to follow blindly the opinions expressed 
by others; very few of them have their own strong sense of what 
is right. Among seventy prefectures, the two metropolitan areas!? 
and twenty-five of the rural prefectures have not yet held assem- 
blies; and among those which have done so twenty-two prefec- 
tures have opened assemblies with district and village chiefs as 
members, and seven have processes similar to public election. 
(Six or seven other prefectures are planning to open assemblies 
made up of district and village chiefs.) 

Yet there are men who seek fame through their insistent ad- 
vocacy of publicly elected assemblies when they have not even 
opened assemblies made up of district and village chiefs in the 
prefectures under their own jurisdiction. These men are at odds 
with His Majesty’s purpose, and, contrary to what they expect, 
they will bring unhappiness to the masses. Alas! 

I returned home at 6 in a heavy rain. Kubo Danzé, Okudaira 
Shosuke, and Masaki Taizo came to talk. Letters arrived from 
Prince Sanjo and Sugi Magoshichiro. 


10 July 1875 Fair. Funakoshi, Chief of Census Registration, 
came to talk (about certain articles of the bill). Sugi Magoshichiro 
came to talk. At 9 I went to the Asakusa Assembly Chamber. 
l'rom before 10 to 12, and from 1 to 5, we discussed the bill on the 
assemblies of district and village chiefs. I returned home after 6. 


9 Kukochò Wk Je. 
10 Fukenkai Nf fir. 
U Kukai (ih a. 

Y» Fu yq. 
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Oka Sei'ichi and Okudaira Shosuke came to visit. Two letters. 


11 July 1875 Fair, then rain. At 10 I called on Sugi Magoshi- 
chirō, and brought him back to my house for a while. We went to 
Shishido Tamaki's villa at his invitation; and Nomura Motosuke 
also came to join us. After 5 I left with Sugi to visit Hiraoka Miohi- 
yoshi who is ill, and to go to my Somei villa. Before 9 I returned 
home. Sugi soon went back to his place. Two letters, four callers. 


12 July 1875 Fair. At 9 I went to the Asakusa Assembly Cham- 
ber. At 10 we discussed the bill on prefectural assemblies of dis- 
trict and village chiefs from the first article on .... We had our 
noon meal after 12, and resumed the session at 1. We voted on. 
this bill article by article, and finished it after 5. I returned home 
before 7; and Yamada Akiyoshi, Yamamoto Jisuke, Maebara 
Hikotaro (who has arrived here recently), and Okudaira came 
to visit. Three callers, two letters. 


13 July 1875 Fair. At 8 I went to the Asakusa Assembly Cham- 
ber where discussion was held on the bill for prefectural and dis- 
trict assemblies made up of the district and village chiefs. The 
session opened before 10, and recessed at 12. We decided to put 
the bill on prefectural and district assemblies up for discussion 
by small groups of the whole house, and selected the committees 
at once. 

Several days ago by a two-thirds vote the decision was made 
in favor of prefectural and district assemblies made up of district 
and village chiefs, after discussion of whether assemblies should 
be composed of chiefs or elected from the people. After the deci- 
sion was made to open assemblies composed of district and village 
chiefs in the prefectures and in the districts within the prefectures, 
a faction which favors a popularly elected assembly requested 
that I present a bill for public election separately, and have ex» 
haustive discussions of a people's assembly of this sort. If that 
which has already been decided by majority vote could be 
changed in such an arbitrary way, we would not be able to build. 
a legislative structure; and I fear for the future. I, therefore, re» 
jected their request.!3 After 3 I returned home, After 5 I went over 


19 Contemporary accounts have suggested that Assembly business was not cons 
ducted in an orderly fashion, Partly this was a product. of inexperience with the 
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to Lord Iwakura’s, then visited Inoue Kaoru, and at 7 went to 
the Reception Hall. 

A banquet was held today for the envoy from Denmark. I 
returned home at 11. (At the reception I told Ito about develop- 
ments at the Assembly.) In my absence, seven callers, one letter. 


14 July 1875 Fair. Yamagata Kyosuke came to talk. Kubo 
Toru and Harada Sei'ichi came to visit. At 10 I went to the Justice 
Ministry, the Chamber of Elders, and the Central Chamber where 
I discussed the arrangements for choosing members of the As- 
sembly. At 1 I visited Oka Sei'ichi and Sugi Magoshichiro, and 
returned home after 3. Funakoshi Yonosuke and Takie ... came 
to consult me about the bill on the assemblies of district and village 
chiefs. Shimaji Mokurai, Oka Sei'ichi, Okudaira Shosuke, Ko- 
dama Jun’ichird, and Sugiyama Kotaro came to talk. Besides 
them I had eleven callers, four letters. 


15 July 1875 Fair. Yamaguchi, a member of the Chamber of El- 
ders,14 came to talk (in regard to the controversy in the Chamber 
of Elders). At 9 I went to the Asakusa Assembly Chamber; today 
we were in committee meetings.!5 I was back and forth between 
here and the Central Chamber six times, and left the Asakusa As- 
sembly Chamber at 4. I called on Inoue Kaoru, and at 5 I took 
the steam train to the Takanawa mansion. Nomura and Fukubara 
accompanied me from the station; I also met the Danish Min- 
ister. Lord Yoshikawa, Yamao, Shishido, Yamada, and Sugi had 
already come, and were in their seats; and Lord and Lady Mori 
had dinner with us. I withdrew after 7. On the way back I went 
with Sugi to Shimada Sukeshichi's house, and after 11 reached 
home. Six callers including the Danish Minister, and one letter. 


16 July 1875 Fair. Intense heat reaching 90 degrees. Yamada 
Akiyoshi, Kishimoto Magosaburo, Katori Motohiko, Ochiai 


legislative process. Albert M. Craig has suggested that the meeting was in an uproar 
because Kido did not have the commanding personality of a good presiding officer. 
An observer noted that, in contrast, “when Okubo entered the hall it became quiet 
like dust settling when water is scattered. Okubo gave a few words of explanation 
and even those who did not understand pretended that they did.” “Kido Koin and 
Okubo Toshimichi: A Psychological Analysis,” in Craig and Donald Shively, eds., 
Personality in Japanese History (University of California Press, 1970), 293. 

14 Gikan MW 

10 Shökaigi zir M. 
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Seizo, and Shin Jüroku came to talk. Today I went to the Ex- 
position grounds!é6 where I had an appointment with Sano 
Tsunetami.!? Today I had a short meeting with the Prefectural 
Governors. On the way home I visited Inoue Kaoru, and called 
on Oka Sei'ichi, reaching home after 4. Torio Koyata came to 
talk. Hoffman to give a medical examination to Chütaro.!? 


17 July 1875 Fair. Scorching hot, above 90 degrees. At 7 I went 
to the Asakusa Assembly Chamber. As today marked the closing 
of the Assembly, His Majesty, the Emperor, left the Palace at 
8:40 to attend. These ceremonies were similar to those at the 
Assembly’s opening. The Imperial message: [Eight lines are 
blank]. 

About 10 His Majesty returned to the Palace; after 2 I returned 
home. At 8 I went to Mori Arinori’s by invitation!?; it rained 
on the way home. Two letters, two visitors. 


18 July 1875 Scorching hot, 94 degrees. At 8 I went to Prince 
Sanjo’s house. On the way back I talked with Watanabe Noboru, 
reaching home at 10. I have been distressed with stomach pains 
since last night. Nambu Kazumasa came to examine me. Miura 
Yoshisuke, Inoue Kaoru, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Kawano Michi- 
nobu, Sugi Magoshichiro, Sato Kansaku, and Oka Sei’ichi came 
to talk. I extended dinner invitations today to Ochiai Seizo, Shin 


16 Hakurankaijó {iy}. Evidently the Ueno Exposition was in preparation under 
the supervision of Sano, who as Minister to Italy and Austria-Hungary had supervised 
the Japanese exhibition at the Vienna Exposition, where Kido had met him in 1873, 

1? Sano Tsunetami (1822-1902), fifth son of a Saga han samurai, was adopted into a 
doctor's family, and educated in medicine and Dutch Studies in Nagasaki and Kyoto, 
He reformed the military forces of Saga han before the Restoration. In 1867 he at= 
tended the Paris Exposition and after the Restoration served as a diplomat. In 1875 
he was a member of the Chamber of Elders, 

18 Kido Chiitard was a son born to Kido in 1871, but this is the first mention of the 
child in the diary. Kido Matsuko, his wife, was childless; but the family raised 
this son by another woman. Later Chiitaro graduated from Tokyo Imperial Unie 
versity; and he served as a civil engineer with the South Manchurian Railway 
Company. His scholarly interest was in Daruma, and he published two books on that 
Buddhist worthy. Chütaró was so wrapped up in his Daruma studies, according to 
family members, that he signed his New Year's cards with a sketch of Daruma, and. 
in his old age he looked a bit like Daruma. 

19 Mori Arinori (1847-1889) of Satsuma was obviously on good terms with Kido 
again. When Mori served as Japanese envoy to the United States, 1871-1873, Kido 
was less than amused by Mori's demeaning of Japanese customs, In 1875 Mori wis 
Vice Foreign Minister, then founder of the first commercial college which was later 
known as Hitowubashi University, 
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Jūroku, Takiguchi Osamu, Homma Nobusuke, and Narazaki 
Iosuke and ... who have come up to Tokyo as official observers 
of the Assembly of Prefectural Governors. Kawakita Gijird came 
to talk. Ten visitors, two letters. 


19 July 1875 Fair. Blazing hot, 93 degrees. Nambu Kazumasa 
came to give me a medical examination. Yamagata Kyosuke 
came to talk. At 9 I went up to the council chambers; and at 12 
I called on Inoue Kaoru, and met Mutsu Munemitsu there. At 
5 I went to the Seiyoken?? for the monthly meeting of the Mutual 
Credit Association. At 7 I returned home in the carriage with 
Sugi. Kokushi Senkichi came to talk. I called on Sakurai Shimpei 
and Cho Sansu with Sugi; and at 10 I came home. Three other 
callers, two letters. I wrote letters to Prefectural Councilor Kinashi 
and Deputy Councilor Yoshida, and to my younger sister, Kuri- 
bara Haruko. 


20 July 1875 Fair. Nambu Kazumasa, Kashiwagi Sozo, and 
Yamada Akiyoshi came to visit. I wrote letters in reply to Ueno 
Kagenori, Nakai Hiroshi, and Yokoyama Magoichi in England; 
to Aoki Shüzo, Shinagawa Yajird in Germany, and to Kawase 
Shinko in Italy. At 6 I called on Hatakeyama Yoshinari and 
Parson, and went directly to the Somei villa. Letters arrived from 
Lord Mori Motonori and Goto Shojiro. At night Oka Sei'ichi 
brought over a letter from Prince Sanjo, reporting that a con- 
troversy has erupted, and that the Prince came to see me while 
I was away. As the Prince is very much troubled, I wrote him my 
humble opinion in reply. Nomura Yasushi and Uchigaki Sueki- 
chi came to stay overnight. Shojiro and Hikotaro also spent the 
night here. 


21 July 1875 Fair. Scorching hot, recently up to 95 degrees or 
96 degrees. Sakurai Shimpei, Okudaira Kazuma, and Sato Kan- 
saku came to visit; Yamaguchi Shuntaró also came. Oka Sei'ichi 
brought over Prince Sanjo’s letter, telling me the result of the 
meeting of the Imperial Councilors at the Sanjo mansion this 
morning; therefore, I wrote a letter in reply to them. Before 7 I 


W Selyoken was founded in 1873 as a restaurant specializing in Western foods. It is 
sill in business in Ueno Park near Shinobazu Pond, and is the oldest purveyor of 
Weatern food in the country, 
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went to Hatakeyama Yoshinari’s at the invitation of Shojiro. 
Fellow guests were Kanda Kohei,?1 Makimura Masanao, Oyama 
Kakunosuke, Tanaka Fujimaro, and Mr. and Mrs. Murray. 
Hatakeyama is living with the Murrays. I left at 10, visited Mutsu 
Munemitsu, and reached home before 1. Seven callers. 


22 July 1875 Fair. At 7 I went to the Ministry of Public Works 
to meet Ito Hirobumi, who apprised me of the tenor of yesterday's 
conference. I called on Inoue Kaoru who was not home. From 
there I went to the Home Ministry to meet with Imperial Coun- 
cilor Okubo whom I consulted about recent developments 
(Minister of the Left Shimazu). [One line is blank.] 

I also went to the Chamber of Elders. Then I went to Prince 
Sanjo’s mansion and visited Sugi Magoshichiro on my way home, 
reaching there before 2. Sakurai Shimpei, Sato Kansaku, Nomura 
Yasushi, Yamada Akiyoshi, Uchigaki Suekichi, Makimura Han- 
kurō, and Isahaya Sakujird came to visit. At 7, with Makimura, 
I went to the Minister of England’s by invitation; fellow guests 
numbered 20. After 10 I returned home. Sakurai, Nomura, Sato, 
and Yamada left about 1. Two letters. 


23 July 1875 Intense heat, 92 degrees. At 7 Inoue Kaoru and 
Mutsu Munemitsu came to visit. A difficult situation has de- 
veloped within the Chamber of Elders; and we are nonplussed 
about how to manage things on this occasion. An urgent invita- 
tion came from Prince Sanjo, so I went over there after 9, talked 
for half an hour, and went from there to the Central Chamber 
for a confidential discussion with Imperial Councilor Okubo, 
After 2 I returned to my home. Kubo Toru, Harada Sei'ichi, 
Matsuo Shin'ichi, Ishimoto Takenoshin who are leaving to return 
to the prefecture came to visit. At 5 Hoffman came to treat me; 
and Kashimura Kiyonori and Nambu Sei'ichi were also present, 
Shirane Tasuke, Nagayo Sensai, and Torio Koyata (Torio is 
going to Osaka tomorrow) came to talk. One other caller, three 
letters. 


21 Kanda Takahira (Kohei) (1830-1898) had been in the forefront of the critics of 
Kido in the Assembly of Prefectural Governors. A scholar who taught in the Bansho 
Torishirabesho, the shogunate school for Western Studies before the Restoration, he 
emerged as a key figure in land tax reform, 1873-1881, and in setting up organs of 
local government for the Meiji regime, He called for public elections of the members of 


the new local assemblies, 
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24 July 1875 Fair. Sakurai Shimpei came to visit. I took the 
train to Yokohama after 8, and called on the Minister from 
Denmark ...; we talked for a long time. Shojiro and Seitaro 
accompanied me; but the two returned to Tokyo ahead of me. 
I reached Shimbashi at 11:45, and went directly to Inoue Ka- 
oru', but he was not home; at 12:00 I returned home. Oka 
Sei'ichi came to talk, bringing with him Prince Sanjo's letter. 
Fukubara Kyosuke, Okudaira Nisui, and Hashi’ichi came to 
visit. Ga Noriyuki who has translated The Spirit of Laws (Mon- 
tesquieu's book on law)?* previously reqested that I do the pre- 
face; and, as it has been printed, he sent the preface to me. The 
Honorable Kikkawa Keiken came to visit. Five callers. Inoue 
Kaoru sent me a private letter. 


25 July 1875 (Blank). 


26 July 1875 Fair. Ito Hirobumi and Inoue Kaoru came to 
visit. Itagaki has sent Inoue a confidential letter yesterday in 
regard to the Shimazu (the Minister of the Left) affair; Inoue, 
therefore, immediately talked with Ito; then on the basis of their 
decision the two came to talk with me. Nakano Goichi, Miura 
Goro, Yamada Akiyoshi, and Okudaira Shósuke came to talk. 
Nambu Sei'ichi came to give me medical treatment. Eight other 
callers, one letter. At 11 I went to Prince Sanjo’s, and held a 
confidential talk about the recent fracas; on the way back I called 
on Okubo, but he was not home. At 2 I returned to my home; 
from 6 I went for a walk with Yamada and Okudaira to the 
Shogen; at 11 I returned home. 


27 July 1875 Fair. Before 9 I went up to the council chambers 
where we held a secret discussion of the controversy which has 
developed these past few days, spending in the end four hours on 


22 Charles-Louis de Secondat Montesquieu (1689-1755) published in 1748 one of 
the seminal books on political theory. This liberal political philosopher promoted the 
idea of separation of powers as the surest guarantee of liberty. England, in which he 
had lived for two and a half years, was his model for different sources of power for the 


executive, legislative, and judicial branches of government. The Osaka Compromise 
which brought Kido back into government at the beginning of 1875 may have been a 
primitive attempt to put the separation of powers idea into effect in Japan, as it pro- 
vided for a legislature and a judiciary in addition to the executive Dajókan. But it was 
not a true separation, for the twoehouse proto-legislative body and the Supreme 
Gourt both derived from the executive branch, 
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it. The adaptation of the political strucuture to the needs of the 
people today is a process fraught with indescribable difficulties. 
At 3 I went by train to Takanawa, paid a visit to Yamao Yozo, 
then went to keep an appointment with Lord Mori Motonori. 
Today the Peer Matsudaira Masanobu [thirteen blank spaces 
for characters] had requested to Lord Mori Motonori that I be 
summoned to Takanawa to present my views on the objectives 
of the proposed Peers Club.?3 I presented my views candidly. 
Ito Hirobumi came to visit in connection with the turmoil in the 
Cabinet. We happened to meet Sugi Magoshichiro; and he went 
with us on the 7 o'clock train to Shimbashi. At Inoue's place I 
had a private talk with Ito; and I learned of a surprising develop- 
ment. I left Ito, but continued on to the Seiyoken with Sugi. 
Unexpectedly I met Makimura Masanao and Moridera Tsune- 
nori there. After 10 I returned home. One letter, three callers. 


28 July 1875 Fair. Murata Tamotsu came to discuss the revi- 
sion of the criminal code. Kokushi Senkichi, Miyagi Tokisuke, 
Kubo Danzo, and Sugiyama Kotaro came to talk. Before 10 I 
went up to the council chambers, paid a visit to Inoue Kaoru 
after 1, and talked over the controversy which has developed in 
recent days fully. On the way back I stopped in at Okuraya's 
and at 5 reached home. One letter, three callers. Okudaira Sho- 
suke and Sugi Magoshichiro came to talk; and with the two of 
them I visited Kubo Danzo at night. 
(Note) Today blazing hot, 95 or 96 degrees. 


29 July 1875 Fair. Komuro Nobuo and Inoue Kaoru came to 
talk. The number of unpleasant developments since our meeting 
in Osaka has piled up like a mountain; therefore, I argued my 
case today. Nambu Kazumasa came to visit. I went up to the 
council chambers at 10; and on the way back I stopped in at 
Imperial Councilor Okubo's house. Ito Hirobumi was there with 
us; and we talked over the exceedingly perplexing situation 
which has developed in the Cabinet. I visited Sugi Magoshichiro 
on the way back, and returned home at 5. Prince Sanjó came to 
consult me about the Cabinet crisis. Inoue Hoshin, Kawano 
Kametaro, Kodama Jun'ichiro, Oka Sei'ichi, Okudaira Shosuke, 


91. Kazoku Kaikan WB fir Ai 
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and Sugiyama Takatoshi came to talk. Two letters, two other 
callers. Today's temperature, 96 degrees. 


30 July 1875 Fair. Mutsu Munemitsu, Makimura Masanao, 
and Fukuchi Gen'ichiro came to talk. At 8 I visited Sugi Mago- 
shichiro; and I called on Inoue Kaoru, but he was out. Directly 
from there I went up to the council chambers. At 12 I received 
Inoue Kaoru's letter, so I paid another call on Inoue. Ito Hiro- 
bumi and Fukuchi Gen'ichiro were present. From there I called 
on Lord Kikkawa, and I visited Kanda Kohei who had already 
left this morning. I visited Yamada Akiyoshi; and returned home 
at 4. A letter arrived from Prince Sanjo. Okudaira Shosuke came 
to talk; and Fujii Yasoe came to report the inside story of the 
investigation of the Hirosawa case. Six callers. 


31 July 1875 Fair. I stayed home on account of the heat. Ko- 
muro Nobuo came to talk; and, as I have some things I have 
been wanting to say, today I expressed myself frankly. Yamada 
Kumatsuchi, Oka Seiichi, Yoshino Ichiro, Nakajima Sako, 
Hijikata Kenkichi, Sugiyama Takatoshi, and Okudaira Shosuke 
came to visit. Prince Sanjo wrote to tell me that the problem which 
has left things unsettled the last several days has finally been 
resolved today. (The trouble is over the Minister of the Left.24) In 
addition, four letters, one visitor. Before 5 the rain came down as 
if poured from a bowl. The blazing heat has reached 94, 95, or 
96 degrees every day lately; and the people in the city have all 
suffered. This evening, it seemed as if they had been restored to 
life. 
(Note) At midday it was 93 degrees. 


“Shimazu Hisamitsu, 1817-1887, the former Regent of Satsuma, was an arch- 
conservative who was named Minister of the Left, but was isolated from the levers of 
piu He finally went home to Kagoshima in anger at the radicalism of his fellow 
officials, 


August 


1 August 1875 Kodama Jun'ichiro, Kasahara Shokichi, Yama- 
da Akiyoshi, Okudaira Shosuke, and Shimada Seisuke came to 
talk. Bandai Kamezaburo and Sugi Suke'emon arrived from Ya- 
maguchi. Eight other callers, and one letter. Around 7 I took a 
stroll with Yamada and Okudaira. 


2 August 1875 Cloudy, then rain, then fair. Motoda Eifu! 
(Imperial Tutor, on the problems in the Imperial Household 
Ministry), Watanabe Kiyoshi (Governor of Fukuoka prefecture, 
in regard to prefecture business), Sakuma Kazusuke, and Yama- 
gata Kyósuke came to talk. I was summoned after 9; and, on going 
to the Ministry of the Imperial Household, and on being ushered 
into the presence of the Emperor, I was presented with scrolls 
by Cho Jugo? and by Basho;? and with five porcelain plates. I 
presented my opinions in regard to the situation in the provinces, 
and on matters which will require the attention of the government 
for some time to come. Grand Chamberlain Higashikuze and I 
then discussed matters of the Imperial Household. After 12 I 
withdrew; and on the way back I paid a visit to Aston. At his 
invitation I went to the English Legation to talk with Parkes," 


1 Motoda Eifu (1818-1891), Confucian scholar from Kumamoto, entered. the. 
Palace as a seventh-rank official to lecture to the Emperor Meiji on the classics in 
1871, and stayed there until the end of his life. For two decades he was close to the 
Emperor, and prepared the Imperial Rescript on Education in 1891. 

? More than likely this man was Chinese, but I cannot identify him, 

3 Matsuo Basho (1644-1694), poet and writer of travel sketches, perfected the 
haiku. Born in Iga province, expecting to become a samurai, he moved to Kyoto, 
then to Edo in 1672, and for a time lived in the Fukugawa district of the latter city 
in a hut with a banana tree beside it, hence his name. 

4 William George Aston (1841-1911) was Secretary to the English Legation at thia 
time. He had come to Japan in 1864 as a language student attached to the Legation, 
and developed a reputation as a scholar in time. 

^ Harry Parkes (1828-1885) served as British Minister to Japan from 1865 to 1589, 
Parkes sided with the Satwuma-Chöshü forces at the time of the Restoration, though he 
appeared to be a bombastic advocate of gunboat diplomacy when Kido encountered 
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for a while. I returned home before 2; and I sent letters to Ka- 
wase Shinko (Minister to Italy), Aoki Shüzo (Minister to Ger- 
many), Shinagawa Yajiro (Secretary in the same legation), Ueno 
Kagenori (Minister to England), Nakai Kozo (Secretary in the 
same legation), Sufu Kanatsuchi and Yokoyama Magoichiro 
(both in England). At 4 I visited Sugiyama Kotaro, then went 
directly to Nomura Motosuke’s house in Hama-cho where I 
took a boat to Yanagishima with Sugi Magoshichiro, Shishido 
Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, and Kubo Danzo. I returned home 
after 11. Twelve callers and two letters. The thermometer reg- 
istered 78 degrees. 


3 August 1875 Cloudy, then fair. Kokushi Senkichi, Cho 
Sansu, and Inoue Kaoru came to talk. At 9 I went to Prince 
Sanjo's, and before 10, on to the council chambers. Shimazu, 
the Minister of the Left, began attendance on his duties yesterday. 
Today I discussed some problems in the government with Ito 
Hirobumi; and I withdrew at 3. Returning, I stopped to see 
Watanabe Noboru, and reached home after 4. I visited Sugiyama 
Kotaro at 5, and went to see Parson at 6, having made an appoint- 
ment several days ago. Both Matsu and Shojiro came. We played 
games for an hour or two, had supper at 8, and returned home 
at 10. Oka Sei'ichi and Fujita Kakusuke came to talk with me. 
Ten other callers, and one letter. 

Two letters arrived from Aoki Shüzo, and one from Shinagawa 
Yajiro. 


4 August 1875 Rain. Bandai Kamejiro, Sugi Suke'emon and 
Nambu Kazumasa came to visit. At 9 I went up to the council 
chambers; and, on withdrawing at 2, stopped in at the Iwakura 
mansion for a long talk. After 4 I returned home. Minami Teisuke, 
Matsuoka Jihei, Oka Sei'ichi, Kodama Jun'ichiro, and Toriyama 
Shigenobu came to talk. Around 7 I called on Yamada Akiyoshi, 
took a walk in his neighborhood, and returned home at 11. Fight 
callers and two letters today. The thermometer registered 78. 


5 August 1975 Fair. Ishii (Assistant Metropolitan Police Chief) 6 


T1 TBG. r Par ip of 
him in 1868, Later Parkes and Kido developed a relationship of mutual respect. 


8 WEI), 
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discussed police matters with me. Sugiyama Takatoshi and Fuku- 
bara Kazusuke came to talk. At 8 I went to the Sanjo mansion 
for a conference on budget allocations to the ministries. Okubo, 
Ito, Yamagata, Terashima, Oki, and Okuma gathered there. At 
2 [ withdrew, and visited Sugi Magoshichiro on the way back. He 
went with me to visit Moridera Tsunenori; and we called on 
Kodama Shósuke on the way back, but he was out. I took a 
stroll on the way home, and visited Inoue Zenshin and Oka 
Takeshiro, and returned home after 8. Okudaira came to talk. 
Seven callers and two letters in my absence. 


6 August 1875 Fair. Nakano Goichi came to talk; he is re- 
turning to Yamaguchi prefecture today. Okudaira Shosuke, Oka 
Giemon, and Kita Shigeru came to talk. At 3 I went to Somei 
with Okudaira and Kita Shigeru, and returned home at 7. Kawase 
Hideji came to talk; Fujita Kakusuke came to discuss the matter 
of a loan to Yamauchi Kyüsaburo. Four callers, one letter. 


7 August 1875 Fair. Ozaki Saburo came to discuss the matter 
of the Peers Club. At 9 I went up to the council chambers, and 
withdrew after 12, going directly to call on Sugi Magoshichiro, 
and returning home at 2. Nambu Kazumasa, Okudaira Shosuke, 
Sugi Magoshichiro, Miura Goro, and Uchigaki Suekichi came 
to talk. In addition, six callers and four letters. 

Letters arrived from Nakai Kozo in England, and Kawase 
Shinko in Italy. 


8 August 1875 Rain. Inoue Kaoru came; I went to the Sanjo 
mansion at 9. Okubo was there; and we discussed the separation 
of powers between the cabinet and the ministries. I went up to 
the council chambers at 11, and withdrew before 2. Okura Ki- 
hachiro? came to talk. Seven other callers, two letters. About 7 
I called on Shishido Tamaki and Sugi Magoshichiro. 
I received the following official notification at the Central 
Chamber today: 
Imperial Councilor Kido Takayoshi: You are hereby ree 
lieved of the post of President of the Assembly of Prefectural 
Governors. ^ 
Office of the Grand Council of State. 8 August 1075 


1 The founder of the zaibatsu family was referred to earlier was Okuraya, 
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9 August 1875 Rain. Akizuki Tanetatsu and Mibu Motonobu 
(members of the Chamber of Elders) came to talk about Chamber 
of Elders business. At 11 I called on Maebara Hikotaro, but he 
was away. I went to the dentist Obata ..., and from there had 
the noon meal at the Seiyoken, and visited Inoue Kaoru. At 4 I 
went to the Hama Detached Palace where Prime Minister Sanjo, 
Imperial Household Minister Tokudaiji, Assistant Minister Sugi, 
Vice Minister Madenokoji, Grand Chamberlain Higashikuze, 
and Imperial Tutor Fukuba Bisei—and member of the Chamber 
of Elders, Imperial Tutor Motoda Eifu, and Takasaki Masakazu, 
Director, Chamberlain's Office,’ gathered. Each person presented 
his views fully on how we might render assistance to His Majesty 
the Emperor. After dinner at 6, we returned to the subject, then 
broke up at 8. Sugi and I went to Shimada Sukeshichi's, and I 
stopped in at Sugi's on the way back, returning home after 11. 
Shishido Tamaki came to talk. Six other callers and four letters 
arrived. I answered four letters. 


10 August 1875 Rain. Naka Michitaka consulted with me about 
the Hagi School. Sugiyama Takatoshi, Shishido Tamaki, Oku- 
daira Shosuke, Uchigaki Suekichi, and Kawano Nobuyuki came 
to talk. While I was visiting Sugi Magoshichiro, Oka Sei'ichi came 
to his place to see me. I wrote a letter to Hagi today. 


11 August 1875 Rain. Yamagata Kyosuke, Nomura Yasushi, 
Okudaira Shosuke, Sugi Magoshichiro, Kubo Danzo, Nagayo 
Sensai, Yamada Akiyoshi, and Uchigaki Suekichi came to talk. 
‘This evening I wrote letters to Ise Sakae, Tsuboi Soemon, Sada- 
naga Shosuke, and my younger sister. 


12 August 1875 Fair. Inoue Kaoru came to discuss the present 
situation. I went up to the council chambers before 10; and we 
conferred today on the budget allocations to the ministries. I 
withdrew before 2, and called on Inoue Kaoru, but he was absent. 
| visited Sugi Magoshichiro and Tanaka Mitsuaki; after 4 on 


" Jijübancho (ii (fr Me. Takasaki Masakazu (1836-1912), a Satsuma man, had been 
associated with the Ministry of the Left before he entered the Imperial Household 
Ministry in 1875 as director of the Chamberlain's Office, an office he held until it was 
abolished in August 1877, Takasaki accompanied Okubo "T'oshimichi to China in 
1874 for diplomatic negotiations, Later, he was renowned as a poet, 
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the way home I stopped in to see Shishido Tamaki, but he was not 
there. I visited Okudaira Shosuke and Kawase Hideji, and re- 
turned home at 7. Fukubara Hozan came to talk (about affairs 
in the Justice Ministry, and about Yamamoto Jüsuke becoming 
the adopted heir to the Yoshiki branch of the Mori family). Haya- 
shi Sansuke, Naka Michitaka, Oka Sei'ichi, Sugi Magoshichiro, 
and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. In addition, ten visitors and 
two letters. 

(Note) Hayashi Sansuke says that there was a report that dis- 
sidents were lying in wait at the Baicha on the night of the 10th, 
and that Okubo, Okuma, and three or four others have gone to 
the Baicha tonight. 


13 August 1875 Fair. Fujii Yasoe came to discuss the Hirosawa 
case. At 9 I went to Prince Sanjo’s, and presented my opinions 
on several issues. At 11 I returned home; Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Kodama Shésuke, Kita Shigeru, and Ito Hirobumi came here to 
talk. Around 4 Sugi and I went to Somei; and Bandai Kameza- 
buro, Sugi Suki'emon, my son Shojiro, and my nephew Hikotaro 
also came. At 7 we visited Shirane Tasuke on his sickbed, and went 
to the Shogen for dinner. Sugi, Bandai, and Sugi Suki'emon were 
there. (The latter two are leaving for Yamaguchi prefecture to- 
morrow, our reason for dining together tonight.) Sugiyama Taka- 
toshi also came. I returned home at 11. Eight other visitors. 


14 August 1875 Fair. Motoda Eifu (on problems of the Imperial 
Household), Kondo Hisayoshi, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Obata 
Einosuke, Inoue Shin’ichird, Kodama Jun'ichiro, and Okudaira 
Shosuke came to talk. I went up to the council chambers at 9, 
and withdrew at 1. I went from there to visit Inoue Kaoru; Ito 
Hirobumi also came over; and we discussed the situation for a 
long time. They disagreed with me on everything. At 7 I visited 
Kodama Shosuke, and returned directly home. Yamada Akiyoshi, 
Kokushi Senkichi (to report Maebara Hikotaro's return to Yama- 
guchi; how irrational are that man's actions),? and Uchigaki 
Suekichi came to talk. This morning Nanno Ichird came to visit, 
I sent my son Shojiro back to Yamaguchi today, and had ‘Tanaka 


? Kido refers to the fact that he had obtained a government post for Maebara, 
yet the latter left Tokyo without so much as saying good-bye, (See entry for 8 March 
1974). 
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Teisuke accompany him. Three other visitors came. 


15 August 1875 Fair. Motoda Naoshi came to talk. I went up 
to the council chambers at 9, and withdrew before 1. Last night 
I was a bit ill; and Nambu Sei'ichi came to give me medical 
treatment. Goto Shojiro (Vice President, Chamber of Elders) 
came to talk (in regard to Chamber business). Oka Sei'ichi, Oku- 
daira Shosuke, and Matsudaira Nobuyuki came to talk. Letters 
arrived from Ishibe Rokuro (Governor of Okayama Prefecture), 
Shishido Tamaki, Ito Hirobumi (regarding Maebara's return to 
Yamaguchi Prefecture), and Inoue Kaoru. 


16 August 1875 Fair. As a result of the report in the letter 
which came from Ito Hirobumi last night, I sent a telegram to 
Nakano tonight in regard to Maebara. A reply came. In addition, 
a separate telegram arrived reporting that Maebara is not aboard 
the Tokyomaru. Inoue Kaoru (regarding problems of the world), 
Yamagata Atsuzo, Kodama Aijiro, Hijikata Kenkichi, Sugiyama 
Takatoshi, Okudaira Shdsuke, and Inoue Inseki came to talk. 
Uchigaki Suekichi came to take leave of me as he is returning to 
Kyoto tomorrow. Naka Michitaka is leaving tomorrow to return 
to the Hagi School. Four other visitors, three letters came. At 9 I 
called on Yamada Akiyoshi, but he was away. I visited Shishido 
Tamaki, 


17 August 1875 Fair. Yamada Akiyoshi (regarding several 
problems in the Justice Ministry), and Kokushi Senkichi (in 
regard to the Maebara issue) came to talk. A telegram arrived 
from Governor Nakano this morning. I called on Okubo Toshi- 
michi after 4, but he was absent, so I wrote him a letter. Just then 
Sugiura ... came; and I talked with him for a time. Prince 
Sanjo sent around the documents on the Korean problem today; 
and, after reading them, I took them to Okubo. On the way back 
I visited Sugi Magoshichiro, and returned home with him, Three 
other visitors, and three letters came. 
From the Central Chamber . . . [A blank space follows]. 


18 August 1875 Fair, Lately the heat has become intense again. 
Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Maruyama Taró, Sugi Magoshichiro, Shi- 
shido Tamaki, and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk, I sent letters 
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to Kinashi Shin'ichi and Nakano Goichi. A letter arrived from 
Shinagawa Yajiro. 

At 5 I paid a visit to Okubo, who was absent. I visited Sugi 
Magoshichiro again, and returned home after 7. Kubo Danzo, 
Miura Goro, and Sugi Magoshichird came to talk. Sugi and I 
visited Cho Sansu, and Kondo Yoshiki. I returned home at 10. 

Senri Kenzo, a commoner from Osaka, and Muraoka Soichiro, 
a shizoku of Fukuoka prefecture, came to talk about national 
affairs. Muraoka brought along a memorial. 


19 August 1875 Fair. Okubo Toshimichi came to talk with me 
(after I had given him my views on government in great detail the 
other day), as did Shimada Sukeshichi. I went up to the council 
chambers after 9, and withdrew at 1. I went directly from there 
to the Seiyoken for the midday meal, then I visited Inoue Kaoru 
and talked for a long time. On the way back I called on Oyama 
Iwao, but he was absent. (He will soon return to his native pre- 
fecture). I reached home after 6. Matsuno Kan came to talk. He 
had studied in Germany recently, and has become engaged to a 
German woman. Aoki and Shinagawa had written to me about it, 
and they have entrusted the handling of the marriage arrange- 
ments to me. Kodama Jun'ichiro and Okudaira Shosuke came to 
talk. One more visitor and three letters came. 


20 August 1875 Fair. Hosokawa Jun’jird came, and told me 
confidentially details of the trouble and confusion which have 
developed within the Cabinet Legislative Bureau,!° and of the 
discord among its officials; and the reasons therefor. We devised 
some measures for bringing harmony and order to the Bureau’s 
work. After 9 I went to the Imperial Household Ministry. Prince 
Sanjo and I appeared before His Majesty the Emperor to ask 
him to give attention to the changing times for the sake of our 
future, and to express our hope that the Emperor's overall pur- 
poses, which have been announced, will be carried into effect 
by degrees so that the people may have a good life. If the Imperial 
Government should stumble in the years ahead it will create a 
very different situation from that afforded by past precedents in 
the Imperial family as it rose and fell over 2,500 years; and the 
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terrible consequences will be indescribable. Unless the Emperor 
concentrates his efforts on fulfilling his divinely appointed task, 
we, his humble subjects, shall have no end of worry. To this pur- 
pose, reforms should be effected within the Imperial Household 
from this day forward; in particular, the Imperial Household 
Minister and his Vice and Assistant Ministers must apply them- 
selves diligently to their special duties to aid the Emperor. All 
of the Chief Ministers of State,! Imperial Councilors, Depart- 
mental Ministers and Vice Ministers should be at their posts of 
duty whether within the Palace or not; and His Majesty should 
go daily to the place at which the Ministers, Vice Ministers, and 
the Grand Chamberlain may appear before him, that he may 
hear of the situation in the world, and what the state of public 
opinion may be.!2 This we reported in full. We expressed our 
earnest hope that the arrangements within the Imperial House- 
hold will be reformed completely. The Ministers and Vice 
Ministers were in attendance on His Majesty. I withdrew at 11. 
On the way back I called on Nomura Yasushi, but he was not 
present. 

I called at the house of Aoki Shüzo in his absence to discuss 
arrangements for the Aoki family in Hagi. I returned home after 
2. Yesterday a letter arrived from Karasuda Ryotai and Naga- 
numa Naohiko in regard to what to do about the widow of Aoki’s 
father, and Shüzo's former wife. 


21 August 1875 Fair. Sugi Magoshichird came to visit at 6; 
and we went together to the Shogenro in Ueno, to view the lotus 
flowers.18 Seiho and Matataro were present; and Yamada Aki- 
yoshi came before noon. The relaxed atmosphere of the holiday 
was most pleasant. I composed a little poem: 

The distant trees stand veiled by misty clouds; 

The lotus in full bloom is mirrored in the water. 

I spent the whole day in pleasant relaxation; 

The sparkling conversation having made me forget 

to return home. 


u Daijin Xfi. The reference here is to the Prime Minister, or Dajédaijin; Minister 
of the Left, or Sadaijin; and Minister of the Right or Udaijin. 

18 Kido played a major role in shaping the unformed young Emperor to become 
the symbol of state which the times required, 

Lotus flowers open early in the morning, and close at night; they are in bloom 
for two weeks only, 
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Nomura Yasushi and Okudaira Nisui came to talk. Seven other 
visitors and one letter came. 


22 August 1875 Fair. Yoshida Yichi (he arrived yesterday, 
came in regard to Governor Nakano's resignation, and Maebara 
Hikotaro's return to Yamaguchi), Kondo Yoshiki, Sugiyama 
Takatoshi, and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. I went up to the 
council chambers at 9, stopping in to see Shishido Tamaki on the 
way, and I withdrew at 2, going to visit Inoue Kaoru (who went 
to court today over his problem which has come up recently). I 
went to the Seiyoken with Ito Hirobumi before 6, having been 
invited there today by the kazoku. About thirty kazoku had as- 
sembled; and three shizoku were present—Ito Hirobumi, Ozaki 
Saburo, and I. Lord Mori Motonori of the Takanawa mansion 
was also present. After dinner each of those present said a few 
words, then I told the group of peers present that the tax system 
of our country is highly inequitable. The peasant pays three yen, 
ninety sen in taxes on the average; and the merchant averages 
more than twenty sen. But the kazoku and the shizoku do no more 
than hold responsibility for serving the people and the country; 
and receive their stipends" accordingly. This custom has prevailed 
for several hundred years; and a resolution of the problem created 
by this situation cannot be resolved with a single day’s discussion, 
nor can a proper disposition be made even in a few years. If, 
however, we allow time to pass without establishing our future 
objectives for solving this problem, the people will in the end 
charge us with exploitation. If that happens the government will 
encounter the gravest difficulty, dissension will arise in the coun- 
try, and the peers will not be able to maintain their standing. We 
must, therefore, develop a long-range policy now. I advocated 
this position often six years ago; but its time had not yet come, 
and I was unsuccessful in my promotion of it. But I have little 
doubt as to posterity’s judgment on this issue; and that is why 
I am so deeply concerned about it. In this way, I related my 
overall view of the matter to them. 

I received several messages from Inoue saying that Yoshida has 
repeatedly visited him in regard to the Nakano matter, and that 
Yamada Akiyoshi had also come to discuss it. I apologized to the 
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guests who were there, and went to Inoue’s, returning home at 
11. Five other visitors came. 


23 August 1875 Fair. Among those who came to talk were Oku 
Gisei. (Gisei has crossed over to Korea many times, since the 
Korea issue first came up, and he has a complete understanding of 
it. He gave me his views, therefore, on the recall of Commissioner 
Moriyama.)!5 Also, Kubo Danzō (who presented his opinions on 
the revision of the land tax), Sugiyama Takatoshi, and Ikuta 
Tatsusada. I went up to the council chambers at 9. Today Senior 
Deputy Minister Matsuda!6 made an official report on the dis- 
position of the Ryükyüs; and I looked over his report. At 1 I 
withdrew. Okudaira Shdsuke, Oka Sei'ichi, Miura Goro, and 
Sugiyama Takatoshi came to visit. 


24 August 1875 Fair. The lingering heat of late summer was 
intense. I went up to the council chambers at 9 for a discussion of 
the budget allocations to the ministries. We left part of the dis- 
cussion for tomorrow. I withdrew at 1. I visited Inoue Kaoru and 
Sugi Magoshichird (concerning my trip to the Palace in the 
company of Prince Sanjo the other day). I returned home about 
4. Fujii Yasoe and Fujita Kakusuke came, as did several other 
callers. At night I visited Sugiyama Takatoshi, and returned home 
at 10. 


25 August 1875 Fair. Fukuda Ihachi brought over Katsu 
Kanesuke, a ward chief!” of Hagi. Nambu Kazumasa came to 
give me medical treatment. Yoshida Uichi, Oka Sei’ichi, Kondo 
Yoshiki, Inoue Inseki, and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. Two 
other visitors and two letters arrived. 


15 Moriyama Shigeru (1842-1913) represented the Foreign Ministry in Korea for 
much of 1874 and 1875. He had a hostile reception as he used terms such as “Greater 
Japan,” and “Emperor,” which were unacceptable to the Koreans, and arrived in a 
steamship wearing Western clothes, It was Moriyama who proposed sending the 
survey ships which were fired on by the Koreans. In all Moriyama made seven trips 
to Korea, Hilary Conroy, The Japanese Seizure of Korea, 1868-1910 (Philadelphia, 
University of Pennsylvania Press), 27, 60-61, 389-390. 

! Matsuda Michiyuki (1839-1882), Tottori loyalist, served the Home Ministry 
in 1875, and made the first of his two official trips to the Ryükyüs in that year, Matsu- 
da was regarded as Okubo Toshimichi's right-hand man in the Home Ministry 
which Okubo headed, 
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26 August 1875 Fair. Kodama Jun'ichiro, Nomura Yasushi, 
Matsudaira Nobumasa, and Okudaira Shosuke came to visit. 
Ten other visitors came. Around 12, a little rain. 


27 August 1875 Fair. I wrote a preface for a short biography of 
Bismarck yesterday. I sent letters to Makimura Masanao (Gov- 
ernor of Kyoto), Utsumi Tadakatsu (Osaka Prefectural Coun- 
cilor), Sahata Kensuke, Yoshitomi Kan'ichi, Kinashi Shin'ichi, 
Karasuda Ryotai, and my younger sister Kuribara Haruko. 
Assistant Imperial Household Minister Sugi, Nambu Sei’ichi, 
and Mutsu Yonosuke (in regard to the Chamber of Elders) came 
to talk. Oku Gisei came to talk (about Korea). I visited Yoshida 
Uichi at Yamane Hidesuke's house at 5; and on the way back I 
called on Yamagata Kyosuke, returning home at 10. Three visitors 
and onc letter came (from Governor Nakano). 


28 August 1875 Fair. Katsu Kanesuke came to visit as he is 
returning to Yamaguchi today. Yamagata Kyosuke came to talk. 
I went to the council chambers at 9, and withdrew at 2. On the 
way back I visited Sugi Magoshichiro, returning home at 4. 
Nambu Kazumasa, Okudaira Shosuke, Kubo Danzo, Shishido 
Tamaki, and Shimada Sukeshichi came to talk. Two other visitors 
came. 


29 August 1875 Fair. Yamada Ko and Kawamura Kosuke 
came to visit. At 9 I went to Prince Sanjo's, and from there pro» 
ceeded directly to the council chambers, withdrawing after 12. 
I called on Inoue Kaoru in a heavy rain. Fukuchi Gen'ichiro 
and Kajiyama Teisuke joined us there. I returned home after 5, 
Takasaki Masakaze came to discuss internal conditions in the 
Imperial Household Ministry for a good while. Five other visitors 
and one letter came. Okudaira Shosuke, Shishido Tamaki, and 
Sugiyama Takatoshi came to talk. Hattori Ichizo, who has ree 
turned from the United States recently, came to stay at my house 
today. Since yesterday we have been examining revisions to be 
made in the rules of the Chamber of Elders. 


30 August 1875 Fair. At 8 I left home to visit Kuroda Kiyotaka 
(who will board ship tomorrow to go to the Kurile Islands to 
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complete the exchange with Russia),? Ota Samon, and Goto 
Shojiro. I also went to the Takanawa mansion. On the way back 
I took a carriage with Kubo Danzo, visited Inoue Kaoru, and 
returned home at 5. At night I called on Sugi Magoshichiro and 
took a stroll with him. Five other visitors and four letters came. 
I wrote replies to Prince Sanjo and Okubo; the Self-Help Society! 
in Meito prefecture has created a disturbance. 


31 August 1875 Fair. The American Murray came to talk. 
Kubo Danzo started back to our prefecture today, so he came to 
take leave of me. At 9 I went up to the council chambers, and 
I returned home at 1. Matsuno Kan, Minomura Riemon, and 
Amamiya ... came to talk. There were three other callers, and 
one letter came. At night I visited Yamada Akiyoshi. 


18'The boundary treaty of 1875 provided lor a compromise between Japan and 
Russia, that Japan would take control of the Kuriles, while Russia would get Sakhalin 
Inland. 


19 Fijosha [Will 


| September | 


1 September 1875 Light rain, then clear. Kunisada Yasuhei 
(in regard to his official mission to Meitō prefecture), Fujii Yasoe, 
and Fukui Hideharu (on the Hirosawa case) came to talk. Shi- 
mada Sukeshichi, Nomura Yasushi, Sugi Magoshichiro, Yamada 
Akiyoshi, Shishido Tamaki, Nambu Kazumasa, Fukubara 
Kyosuke, Okudaira Shosuke, and Kodama Jun'ichiro came to 
talk. One other caller and three letters. 

A most reprehensible pamphlet which is said to represent the 
views of the Self-Help Society, or Jijosha, in Meito prefecture, 
and which disapproves of the present political structure is in 
circulation. 

Today I felt the cool of autumn for the first time. 


2 September 1875 Fair. Imperial Councilor Yamagata came 
to talk. At 9 I went up to the council chambers, and withdrew at 
1. Inoue Kaoru came to talk at 2 (in regard to the current situa- 
tion). Two letters. Miura Gord, Kodama Jun'ichiro, Okudaira 
Shosuke came to talk. Five other callers came. 


3 September 1875 Fair. I went to serve at the Imperial House- 
hold Ministry at 9. Prince Sanjo and I went before the Emperor 
to continue our report of several days ago in counselling His 
Majesty. Basically we told him, in all humility, that although the 
Imperial intent to search for peace and order in the land has 
been announced repeatedly in Imperial messages, this intent has 
not yet gotten through to the people of the whole nation. We 
said to the Emperor: “We want Your Majesty, therefore, to de» 
mand explanations in person from the Senior Ministers! and other 
officials for actions contrary to the Imperial intent, and to inquire 
in each instance about that which Your Majesty has doubts, In 
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your search for the means to bring the land under contol, we 
hope that you will seek out officials who are friendly to your goals, 
and able men as well. In pursuance of this, we want you to sum- 
mon the Senior Ministers, the Department Ministers, and their 
assistants to a private conference to discuss with them the trends 
of the nation and the conditions in the prefectures in detail, with- 
holding nothing; also to discuss with them the appropriateness 
to the actual situation today of the edicts already issued.” 

I went up to the Central Chamber before 12, and withdrew 
after 2. On my way home I visited Godai Saisuke, and returned 
home before 10. I called on Yamada Akiyoshi immediately 
thereafter, and returned home at 10:30. Seven letters and two 
visitors. 


4 September 1875 Rain. Kinoshita Sukeyuki (in regard to 
economic matters), Niijima Jo (about establishing a school in 
Kyoto), Fujii Yasoe, Vice Minister Shishido, Yamamoto Jüsuke, 
Sugiyama Takatoshi, and Okudaira Shdsuke came to talk. I 
went up to the council chambers after 9; and, on withdrawing, 
went to the mansion of Iwakura, Minister of the Right (to discuss 
the disposition of the hereditary stipends of the peers.) I returned 
home after 4. Two letters and one caller. 


5 September 1875 Cloudy, then clear. Inoue Kaoru came to 
talk (in regard to the pledge of the press, and on the current 
situation). I went up to the council chambers at 9. Today I met 
Imperial Councilor Itagaki. I told him that I had presented my 
view at the the beginning of the year at the Osaka Conference 
that, with gradual progress in mind, we should decentralize 
authority through local assemblies by setting up town and village 
assemblies? at the outset. After he agreed with my view, we both 
came up to Tokyo. I had hoped that we could realize our objec- 
tives for the sake of the nation, and that our people would be 
contented; but before I knew it our paths had separated. Itagaki 
seems to have taken some radical actions. By this, it is evident 
that our views are not quite in accord, and our pledge in Osaka 
has come to naught. In addition, I had anticipated that our 
financial policy would undergo a change, and that we would 
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return to having a fixed budget in the future; but, because of the 
turmoil in the government, that goal has not been achieved. I 
am distressed, uncertain which way to turn. I am deeply ashamed 
that we have come to this as I face the Emperor above and the 
people below. 

Worst of all, my headaches of the past few years have not yet 
cleared up, so I wish to bow out to repair my shattered health 
rather than stay in the government without realizing my goals, 
merely stirring up trouble. d 

After leaving the council chambers I visited Okubo and told 
him in detail of my intentions. Okubo was surprised, and he 
objected vehemently; I can, indeed, understand his feelings. I 
have reached my decision, however, after long and serious con- 
sideration; and I cannot change it. 

I returned home at 4. Nomura Yasushi and Niijima Jó came 
to visit. After 6 I went to Prince Sanjo’s by invitation for a dinner 
with all of the Imperial Councilors and the Vice President of the 
Chamber of Elders.? I returned home at 10; Niijima left at 11. 
Okudaira came to talk. . 

(Note) I have followed the Imperial Edict of April 14 . . . 


6 September 1875 Fair. I visited Fukuchi Gen'ichiro at 10, 
and talked to him at length, returning home at 4. Inoue Inscki, 
Okudaira Shosuke, Kodama Shotaro (who brought Obata 
Heizan’s letter), Sugi Magoshichiro, Kondo Yoshiki, and Sugi- 
yama Takatoshi came to visit. Three other visitors and four 
letters, Prince Sanjd came especially to discuss what I told 
Okubo and Itagaki yesterday; and to question my intentions for 
himself. 


7 September 1875 Rain. Inoue Kaoru came to talk (about the 
recent situation). Cho Sansu, Yamada Akiyoshi, Amano Sei- 
zaburo, and Oka Sei'ichi came to visit. Three other visitors and 


one letter. 


8 September 1875 Fair. Sakuma Kazusuke came to visit (1 
ordered him to single out the newspaper companies, and to notify 
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them of the press regulations; I also put him in charge of drafting 
the agreements with them). Nambu Sei'ichi, Kawano Kametaro, 
and Shimaji Mokurai came. Imperial Councilor Ito came es- 
pecially in regard to the issue which I raised with Okubo and Ita- 
gaki on the 5th. Ito gave me his opinion; and he says that Okubo 
has put pressure on him to have me change my mind. Two letters. 


9 September 1875 Fair. So ... (about his trip to Korea), 
Iwakura, the Minister of the Right (in regard to the opening of 
the Peers Club), Inoue Kaoru (about the present crisis), Oka 
Seiichi (on Sanjo’s confidential business), Ozaki Saburo, Fujii 
Yasoe (in regard to the Hirosawa case), and Sugiyama Takatoshi 
came to visit. Three other callers and two letters. 

I sent letters to Fukubara Hozan and Hiraoka Michiyoshi. 

At 8 I called on Sugi Magoshichiro, returning home at 11. 


10 September 1875 Fair, then rain. Yamagata Kydsuke and 
Ito Hirobumi came to talk. Itó commented on what I had said 
several days ago about the present situation in the government. 
Nomura Yasushi, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Kodama Shdsuke, and 
Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. Inasmuch as the Vice Minister 
of the Imperial Household and the Grand Chamberlain have sent 
letters requesting my presence repeatedly, I went to the Ministry 
of the Imperial Household in spite of my illness. I had the honor 
there of partaking dinner at the Imperial table. I returned home 
before 10. Three letters and one visitor. 


11 September 1875 Rain, then fair. Kodama Jun’ichiré, 
Okudaira Shosuke, Inoue Inseki, Nambu Sei'ichi, and Yamao 
Y6z6 came to talk. One other visitor, one letter. 


12 September 1875 Rain, then fair. At 9 I visited Inoue Kaoru 


4 This is a reference to the Press Law of 27 June 1875, making it illegal to publish a 
newspaper without the permission of the Home Ministry, requiring the chief editor 
and authors of political articles to identify themselves by name in the newspaper, and 
designating as crimes punishable by fines or imprisonment such offenses as articles 
by any individual who "'encites to riot,” “advocates a revolution against the govern- 
ment," or "reviles existing laws," Notification No. 101 in W. W. McLaren, ed., 
Japanese Government Documents, 2 vols, (Tokyo, Asiatic Society of Japan, 1979 reprint), 
11, 539-543, 
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and returned home at 6. Five letters. Yamada Akiyoshi came to 
visit. 


13 September 1875 Fair. Iwama Scisuke came to talk (a Mito 
man with whom I first became acquainted fifteen or sixteen years 
ago). Ito Hirobumi (concerning problems of the Cabinet), Koma 
Rinnosuke, Shishido Tamaki, and Okudaira Shosuke came to 
visit. Okudaira and I called on Yamada Akiyoshi after 5, and 
returned home at 11. Mochizuke Mototake brought Utsumi 
Tadakatsu’s letter. One other visitor, one letter. 


14 September 1875 Fair. Takasaki Masakazu (concerning the 
Imperial Household), Yamagata Kyosuke (concerning the Cabi- 
net), Inoue Kaoru, Torio Koyata, Kodama Kotaro, Kawano 
Kamesaburo, and Nambu Kazumasa came to visit. I called on 
Sugi Magoshichiro and Nomura Yasushi at 5, and returned home 
with Yamada Akiyoshi. Four other callers and five letters. I 
composed a Chinese-style poem last night: 

My response to these times moves me to dream 

That I might put out the lamp to bring on the dark. 

With a deep breath I blow out the light, 

Chanting a prayer to the sound of water 

As dusk envelops me—Autumn at its height! 


15 September 1875 Cloudy, then rain. Ito Hirobumi, Okubo 
Toshimichi (regarding the Cabinet), and Yamagata Aritomo 
came to talk. Two other callers and one letter. 


16 September 1875 Fair, then rain. Torio Koyata, Miura 
Gord, Kodama Jun’ichird, Okudaira Shosuke, Ozaki Saburo, 
Nomura Yasushi, Yamada Akiyoshi, and Yamamoto Jüsuke came 
to visit. Komuro Nobuo and Okamoto Kenzaburo came in con» 
nection with my conversations with Inoue Kaoru and Itagaki 
Taisuke the other day. I visited Okubo Toshimichi, but he was 
away. I called on Sugi Magoshichiro, and returned home at 9, 
One other caller and two letters. Lately I have not felt well; and 
today I fainted. 


17 September 1875 Rain, then fair, Fukubara Kazusuke, 
Sugiyama Takatoshi, Inoue Kaoru (in regard to the current 
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crisis), Yamada Akiyoshi, Nomura Yasushi, and Nambu Kazu- 
masa came to visit. Okubo Toshimichi came to finish our dis- 
cussion of a few days ago; and we expressed our choice of people 
for government office and other matters, but we did not finish 
our discussion. Hiraoka came to talk about the matter of a house. 
Six other callers and two letters. A Fukuoka man, Muraoka 
Soichiro, brought a memorial to the government. 


18 September 1875 Fair, then rain. The president of the 
Akebono Shimbun Company, Aoe Hideru, came to talk with me; 
therefore, I expressed my opinion on the strong and weak points 
of the newspaper's editorials, Aoe agreed with my opinions. 
Okudaira Shosuke came to talk; and Okudaira and I visited 
Yamada Akiyoshi around 7. Three other callers and two letters. 


19 September 1875 Fair. Matsushima Yoshisaburd came (I 
loaned him fifty yen for his return to Osaka today). My son Sho- 
jiro returned from Yamaguchi today, accompanied by Teisuke. 
At 2 I visited Sugi Magoshichiroó, then went directly to see Ito 
Hirobumi with whom I discussed affairs of government. I left 
there at 6, and on the way back I visited Sugi Magoshichiro and 
Nomura Yasushi, returning home after 10. Seven visitors and 
three letters. 


20 September 1875 Fair, then rain. Kodama Jun'ichiro, Torio 
Koyata, Bandai Rishichi, and Furumi Kabei came to talk. I went 
to Sugiyama Takatoshi’s by appointment at 2, and met Kaiseki, 
a priest from Shirakawa prefecture. I talked with him for a long 
time, and found him to be extremely reactionary, not conversant 
with contemporary trends at all. After 5 we went to Sugiyama’s 
villa where we talked with Yamada Akiyoshi and Kodama Jun’i- 
chiro. I returned home at 11, and was caught in the rain en route. 


21 September 1875 Rain, then fair. Fukubara Hozan and 
Yamamoto Jüsuke came to talk. Fukubara Hozan is presently 
acting as go-between to have Yamamoto Jüsuke adopted by the 


Mori. . . family as its heir, so the two came to talk about the mat- 

ler, (Mori ... was formerly the fourth highest ranking steward, 

or taifu,’ in Choshü; and the rank belonged to the mombatsu,® the 
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highest social grade.) Oka Giemon, Shimada Sukeshichi, Nomura 
Yasushi, Okudaira Shosuke, Nakajima Sako, and Toda Saburo 
came to talk. Three other visitors and two letters. 


22 September 1875 Rain. Those who came to talk included 
Fujii Yasoe (in regard to the Hirosawa case, and the problem of 
samurai cast adrift?), Kubota Shojiro, Takeda Yoemon, Nambu 
Sei'ichi, and Oka Sei’ichi (to deliver Prince Sanjo's message). One 
caller and three letters. Ito Hirobumi came to discuss the current 
situation in the government. 


23 September 1875 Fair. Iwakura, Minister of the Right, 
discussed the matter of the Peers Club with me. (Although the 
Peers Club was established last year, it has not acted as a stimulus 
to the peers, and they were not aware of its value. So from time 
to time I have taken the peers to task for their attitude; and 
lately those with a sense of purpose have begun to show a little 
interest.) Onda Jinsuke, Kodama Jun'ichiro, Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Kashiwagi Sózo, Kawano Michinobu, Maki Katsuhide (who has 
come up to the capital recently), and Yamao Yözö have come to 
visit. Three other callers and one letter. 


24 September 1875 Fair. Kimura Genzo will go to Kyoto 
tomorrow, so he came to bid farewell. Kodama Jun’ichiro came 
to talk, Matsu and I went to the English Legation at 1. Mr. and 
Mrs. Itó were present; and we had dinner with Mr. and Mrs, 
Aston, and with the English Minister? and his wife. We returned 
home after 4. (Today we also went to Aston’s place with the Itós.) 
Sakurai Shimpei, Yamada Akiyoshi, Okudaira Shosuke, Sugi- 
yama Takatoshi, Miura Goro, Maki Katsuhide, Nomura Ya- 
sushi, and ... Shütoku came to visit. We all played go; and 
everybody left after 11. Fujii Yasoe came to give me an outline 
of the state of the inquiry into the Hirosawa case, One other 
caller, and . . . letters. 


25 September 1875 Cloudy, then rain, then fair, and at night 
rain again. In the afternoon I visited Onda Jinsuke. At 4 ! called 


7 Fürò (PN, 


4 Harry Parkes, 


MEIJI 8, SEPTEMBER 211 


on Torio Koyata and talked with him for a long time. At dusk I 
visited Sugi Magoshichiro, and went to Shimada Sukeshichi’s 
new house with him, returning home at 11. Four other callers, 
and two letters. 


26 September 1875 Rain. Kondo Yoshiki, Okudaira Shosuke, 
Nambu Kazumasa, Kodama Shosuke, Sugi Maoshichiro, Ko- 
dama Jun'ichiro, and Oka Sei'ichi came to talk. Sugi and I visited 
Nomura Motosuke, and went to ... and had dinner together 
before returning home prior to 10. (Oka came to deliver Prince 
Sanjo's confidential message. Kodama informed me of the state 
of the world as we talked over the times today.) Three other 
callers, three letters. Today I sent a letter to Deputy Governor 
Makimura of Kyoto through Kimura Genzo. 


27 September 1875 Fair. Kinashi Sei’ichird came to talk. 
Fujii Benzo (the Governor of Hiroshima prefecture), who said he 
had arrived in Tokyo yesterday, came to talk. Yamada Shunzo 
(the adopted son of Hisayoshi) has come up to Tokyo, and he is 
staying with me. (He has come to Tokyo to purchase books for 
the school.) One more caller, two letters. At night I went with 
Okudaira Shosuke to visit Yamada Akiyoshi, but he was away. 


28 September 1875 Fair. I still have not recovered from the 
illness which I have had the past few days. Today, indeed, it was 
worse. Shindo Kunihiko came to talk. (He had come to Tokyo 
recently in connection with the commodity market.) Hayashi 
Hanshichi came (to talk about the undesirable elements). Inoue 
Kaoru came. (He met Itagaki Taisuke in regard to the discord 
which has developed in the last few days. Inoue is pressing me to 
continue my service in government by all means in view of the 
present situation. I hope earnestly for some kind of agreement 
which will restore unity to the government. I worry about the 
future, and I regret my hasty actions in Osaka.) Ito Hirobumi 
came. (He told me that various dissident elements are in contact 
with Shimazu, and that they want to elevate Shimazu to the 
position of Prime Minister, to attain their aims.) Torio Koyata, 
Oka Sei'ichi, and Maki Katsuhei came to talk. Nine other visitors, 
one letter, Sugiura Kózó came to talk, and dined with me. Oku- 
daira Shosuke came to talk. 
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A cable arrived at | this morning reporting that our warship, 
Un’yokan, was fired on in Korean waters at 1 p.m., that it engaged 
in battle, reduced some forts, and returned to Nagasaki. The 
commander of the ship is Lieutenant Commander Inoue. (The 
enemy opened fire with its artillery on the 24th of this month, 
but skirmishing had occurred on the 21st.) 


29 September 1875 Cloudy. Inoue Kaoru came to talk. (He 
came to settle the Itagaki issue. Yesterday I was informed of how 
things stand in the government at present by Inoue and Ito, and 
I was obliged to decide to continue working in my official post.) 

I invited Yamagata Kyosuke over as a result of the news which 
came in yesterday; and he gave me an account of it in outline. 
I gave my opinions to Inoue and Yamagata as well. At 10 I went 
up to the Palace where we discussed in the Imperial Presence 
what immediate steps we should take, and decided to send a 
guard ship to the coast of Pusan, and to keep our office there open 
for the time being, unless it is attacked. Oka Sei’ichi, Fujii Yasoe 
(in regard to the inquiry into the Hirosawa case), Sugiyama 
Takatoshi, and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. In addition, there 
were eight visitors and two letters. Shindo Kunihiko and Bandai 
Rikichi came to bid farewell as they are returning to Yamaguchi 
prefecture. I went to Yamagata’s at 4, but he was absent. I went 
to Sakurai Shimpei's also. 

Today I gave my opinions on the Korean problem to Okubo 
and Ito. (Thirty two lines have been left blank.) 


30 September 1875 Cloudy, then rain. Okubo Toshimichi and 
Ito Hirobumi came to talk. (They told me how the Korean crisis 
is being handled in general terms; but my ideas which I gave 
them in such careful detail yesterday have not gotten through at 
all. I am very dissatisfied.) Cho Taro, Onda Jinsuke, Sakuma 
Kazusuke, Okudaira Shosuke, Kawano Michinobu, and Inoue 
Inseki came to visit. I went to my villa in Somei with Okudaira 
and Inoue at 4, and spent the night there. I have had only a very 
few hours of sleep since the day before yesterday, and I feel very 
ill. Three other visitors came. At night a letter arrived from Inoue 
Kaoru. He has perceived how I feel; and he was most considerate 
of my position. Also, I was much relieved that he has finished 
with his oral testimony in the Justice Ministry matter, 


October 


1 October 1875 Rain. I sent letters to Yoshitomi Kan'ichi, 
Yoshida Uichi, and Katayama Kihachi. (I entrusted them to 
Bandaiya.) My younger sister is staying in Osaka, so I sent her 
fifty yen and a letter. (Entrusting this to Bandaiya as I did the 
others.) Nakajima Shiro, Yamada Akiyoshi, Maki Katsuhei, 
Yamada ..., and Kodama Jun'ichiró came to visit; and all 
stayed overnight. During my absence, eight callers and two let- 
ters. 


2 October 1875 Fair. Inoue Kaoru came to talk. He met Okubo 
yesterday in regard to the recent trouble, and inquired as to his 
response. Okubo had understood my position as I related it the 
other day; and his ultimate purpose is not at odds with mine, 
said Inoue, who related the conversation in some detail. I felt 
much relieved. Nakajima . . . came to talk. I returned home at 5. 

(Note) I called on Sugi Magoshichiro tonight, but he was away. 
I visited Cho Sansu. Two visitors called. 


3 October 1875 Cloudy. Tanaka Fujimaro came to discuss the 
present political situation. Inoue Kaoru, Okubo Toshimichi, and 
Ito Hirobumi gathered at my place. I gave my opinion again on 
the issue which has been before us in recent days. All understood 
my position, and raised no objection to it. Sugi Magoshichiro 
came under secret orders to deliver an Imperial message in regard 
to the Korea problem. I called on Yamagata Aritomo around 3, 
but he was away. As today was the death anniversary of Inoue 
Kaoru's mother, I went to his house by invitation. I returned 
home after 9. Two other visitors. 


4 October 1875 Fair, Yamagata Aritomo came to talk (about 
Korea); Fujii Yasoe came over; and I visited Kató Kózó around 
3. We had a long talk, and I returned home at dusk, I visited Gho 
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Sansu after 6, and returned home at 11. Aoki Shüzo's letter came. 

In addition, there were three callers and two letters. I presented 

a memorial to the Throne in regard to the Korea problem. 
(Note) I sent a letter to Prince Sanjo. 


5 October 1875 Cloudy. Prince Sanjo came to talk with me, as 
did Inoue Kaoru and Ito Hirobumi (all in regard to the recent 
crisis). Yamada Akiyoshi, Nomura Yasushi, Inoue Inseki, Oku- 
daira Shosuke, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Sugi Magoshichiro, and 
Shishido Tamaki came to visit. Three other visitors and one letter. 


6 October 1875 Rain. Fujii Yasoe came to talk (about the 
Hirosawa case and the insurgents). At 11 I called on Sugi Mago- 
shichird, but he was away. I went to Kodama Shosuke's at 1, and 
met with Sugi there; Yamada Akiyoshi also came. I returned 
home before 4, taking Yamada along with me. Yamada and I 
went to Shishido's after 6. Seven other callers and one letter. 

During my absence Ito Hirobumi came to see me about the 
problem which is now facing us, so I sent him a letter. 


7 October 1875 Cloudy, then fair. Ito Hirobumi came to 
discuss the situation in the government. Yamao Yozo, Kodama 
Jun'ichiro, Maki Katsuhide, Onda Jinsuke, Sugiyama Takatoshi, 
Okudaira Shósuke, Cho Taro, and Oka Seiichi came to visit, 
Three letters. 

Raasloff,! the Minister from Denmark, sent me a note in his 
own hand. 

A letter regarding Hirahara Tasaku arrived from Kawase 
Masataka. Hirahara did not understand my intention in regard 
to his case; so I dispatched a letter to Fukubara Hozan, along with 
Kawase's letter. 

I did calligraphy on a framed piece of paper at the request of 
the Honjo School; so I wrote the three characters which make 
up the name of the school, APT% 


8 October 1875 Fair. Sakurai Kansei came to take leave of 


1 Waldemaar Raasløff (1815-1803) was on a tour of China and Japan as anvoy 
extraordinary from Denmark, As Minister of War, 1866-1877, he had lent a. frigate 
to assist the Great Northern Telegraph Company in laying the cable from Nagasall 
to the Asian contineut, 
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me as he is departing for Osaka by the mailship tomorrow. The 
other day I wrote the name of the German, Dr. Ritter,? on his 
gravestone at the request of his students. A memorial service will 
be held at 3 o'clock on the 10th in front of the grave at the Ten- 
nóji temple in Yanaka. Muraoka Hanshichi, a representative of 
the students, informed me of this. One letter and one caller. As 
Mr. and Mrs. Murray are returning to America for a short visit 
on the 11th, they came to bid farewell. Oka Sei'ichi came under 
Prince Sanjo's orders. 


9 October 1875 Fair. After 9 I went up to the council chambers. 
At 12 Vice Naval Minister Kawamura? and Lieutenant Com- 
mander Inoue came up to the council chambers to report to the 
assembled Senior Ministers of State and Imperial Councilors on 
the circumstances surrounding the outbreak of hostilities in Korea. 
I withdrew at 2, and went directly to Parson's place. As Kido 
Parson was baptized today, my wife, Shojiro, and I were invited 
to the ceremony; but Shojiro did not come on account of illness. 
We left there after 3 to go to the Murrays' to bid them farewell. 
From there I called on Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, but he was away. I 
visited Sugiyama Takatoshi, and returned home before 5. Im- 
mediately afterward I went to Sanjo's mansion where I happened 
to meet Murray, Sugiura, and Vice Naval Minister Kawamura. 
I returned home before 7, and at night went to Shishido Tamaki's. 
Yamada Akiyoshi and Maki Katsuhide were also there. Fujii 
Yasoe and Fukui Toyonosuke came, and expressed their opinions 
on the arraignment in the Hirosawa case. Four other visitors and 
three letters came. Sakuma Kazusuke brought over the Register 
of Imperial Proclamations.4 : 


10 October 1875 Fair. Fukuchi Gen'ichiro came to talk. 


? Hermann Ritter (1827-1874), who taught chemistry at the Kaisei Gakko, a 
forerunner of Tokyo Imperial University, died in December 1874, and his admiring 
students put up a monument for him. Ritter had graduated from the University 
of Góttingen in Germany, worked as a chemical engineer in St. Louis for five years 
before returning to his native land to take the Ph.D. He served in Russia and was 
employed by Kaga han in Kanazawa on coming to Japan, but his post was cancelled 
by the abolition of the Aan in 1871, so he taught in schools of the national government, 


and trained the first generation of chemists in Japan. 

? Kawamura Sumiyoshi (1839-1904), Satsuma samurai, played a key role in the 
early development of the Japanese navy. When connected with the Naval Academy, 
he arranged for ten British naval officers to come in as instructors. 
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Hasegawa ..., Hijikata Kenkichi, and Fujii Yasoe also came. At 
2 I went to the Tennoji temple for the memorial services for Dr. 
Ritter. In attendance were several dozen students, and about the 
same number of German men and women, the Minister to Japan 
among them. Fukuchi came with me. After I left him, I went to 
my villa in Somei; and, on the way back, I called on Yamada 
Akiyoshi, but he was out. I returned home after 6, and visited 
Shishido Tamaki at night. Kodama Jun'ichiro and Oka Sei'ichi 
came over; and Nambu Kazumasa came to give me medical 
treatment. Four other visitors and four letters came. A letter 
arrived from Utsumi Tadakatsu; and I sent him a reply at once. 
The Ryükyüans, Uchima Oyakumoi,5 Oyasato Oyakumoi, Kiyataka 
Oyakumoi, Kochi Oyakata,* Yonahara Oyakata, and Ikeshiro came 
to visit. 


11 October 1875 Rain. I called on the English Minister, and 
had a long talk with him, returning home after 1. Shishido 
'Tamaki, Nomura Yasushi, and Oka Sei'ichi came to talk. 


12 October 1875 Cloudy. Inoue Kaoru, Oka Giemon, Sugi 
Magoshichiro, and Nambu Kazumasa came to talk. At 10 I went 
up to the council chambers. Itagaki Taisuke has expressed dis- 
agreement with Prime Minister Sanjo’s interpretation of separa- 
tion of powers; and today we all gave our opinions on this issue in 
the presence of the Emperor. Among the Imperial Councilors only 
Itagaki opposed Prime Minister Sanjo; all the others agreed with 
him. The decision is irrevocable. If Itagaki wants to continue his 
personal view, it is beyond dispute that a disruption of the Cabinet 
will ensue; and that would represent total disobedience to the 
Emperor's personal admonition to form a united front to deal with 
the Korea problem which has just come up. Although I had 
recently requested permission to retire from office for a while 
because of what has happened to my own proposals in the last 
few days, I have no alternative but to consent to the majority 
opinion, now that I have decided that the present situation re- 
quires my continued service. I replied to Itagaki along these lines, 


5 Oyakumoi 38 [- has an alternate reading of Péchin, 1t is the third of four ranks in 
the Ryükyüan nobility, ranking below Oyakata, but above Chikudono, Ovakumot pots 
sessed one village, and higher officials were recruited from this rank, 

* Oyakata 4M Jj held the second rank in the Ryükyüan nobility, 
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The Minister of the Left agreed with Sanjo and Iwakura several 
days ago on the matter; but today I was told that he had gone to 
the Throne to express agreement with Itagaki. 

I withdrew at 2, paid a visit to Inoue Kaoru, and returned 
home at 4. I called on Torio Koyata, but he was absent. I visited 
Yamagata Kyosuke for a long talk, returning home after 9. Oku- 
daira Shosuke and Masaki Taizo came to talk with me. During 
my absence Yamada Akiyoshi had come and left a note. Two 
other visitors and two letters. 


13 October 1875 Cloudy. I visited Inoue Kaoru at 9, but he 
was absent. I visited Oyama Iwao, but he was absent also. From 
there I went directly to the council chambers, and withdrew at 
2. I went immediately to Harada Goichi's in Fukagawa. I was 
invited for the memorial services for the late Vice Minister Omura. 
Yamada Akiyoshi, Nakajima ..., and Nagamine Toyonosuke 
were present. I returned home at 9. Okudaira Shdsuke came to 
talk. Six other visitors and letters. 


14 October 1875 Fair. Ito Hirobumi came to talk. (Last night 
Okubo confided in him about the recent activities of the Min- 
ister of the Left and other government matters). Maki Katsuhei 
came. After 10 I went up to the council chambers. His Majesty 
the Emperor was present. I withdrew at 2. From there I went 
through the city to the Foreign Ministry where I looked at the 
detailed report that Moriyama has made of the threatening 
situation in Korea. After 3 I went with Foreign Minister Tera- 
shima and Assistant Minister Mori to the house of Sano, member, 
Chamber of Elders. He had invited over the Senior Ministers of 
State,’ the Imperial Councilors, and several others today. I left 
there at 9, visited Sugi Magoshichiro, called on Nomura Yasushi, 
and returned home at 12. Six other callers and three letters. (A 
letter arrived from Katsura Taro who is in Germany). 


15 October 1875 Fair. Fujii Yasoe came to talk (concerning the 
prosecution of the Hirosawa case), as did Maki Katsuhei (to bid 
farewell), Inoue Inseki, and Fukui Jundo. I visited Yamagata 
Kyosuke after 4, then called on Inoue Kaoru, who was absent. At 
6 I went to the State Reception Hall for a dinner for the ministers 


? Datjin KRI probably refers to Sanjo, Shimazu, and Iwakura, 
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from the foreign countries. At 8 two sisters named Pearl and 
Marie sang songs for us. Prime Minister Sanjd and numerous 
other officials and foreigners gathered for the dinner. I returned 
home at 11. 

I entrusted Maki with letters to my younger sister and to 
Ogata Sessai today. Yamada . . . also departed with Maki today; 
and I entrusted him with letters to my nephew Yoshisuke and 
Yatomi Goroemon. As Kiya Ichibei and his wife are leaving 
also, I had them take letters to Makimura Masanao and Sahata 
Nobuyuki. 

Four other visitors came (Nagayo Sensai was one of them. He 
says that he is going down to Osaka tomorrow.) Makimura's 
letter arrived; and two other letters came. 

Vice Naval Minister Kawamura sent round the report from 
the Commander of the Kasuga-kan? in Pusan Bay. The report 
contained information on Englishmen involved in the fighting 
in Korea? and Korean defenses against Japan. 


16 October 1875 Fair. Hiraoka and his son came to visit. As 
Kobayashi ... is going to Kyoto today, I invited him over, and 
charged him to look after matters relating to the illness of my 
younger sister Haruko. I sent a letter through Kobayashi to 
Nagayo Sensai requesting his services. I called on Yamada Aki- 
yoshi at 10, but he was out. I did go to see Sumikawa Tetsuzo; 
and on the way back I met Sugiyama Takatoshi, and had a bit 
to eat at Sugiyama's house. Yamada Akiyoshi came there. About 
2 we walked around Shinobazu Pond together, took a stroll on 
Ueno Hill, and had a few drinks at the Shogenro in the evening. 
I returned home around 10. Seven callers, six of them Ryükyüans; 
and two letters. 


17 October 1875 Fair. Inoue Kaoru came to discuss the current 
political situation. (He discussed Okuma's forecast on the budget 
and the economic situation, and his interview with Hayashi 
Yüzo.) I went up to the council chambers after 10, and withdrew 


8 Kasuga-kan was one of three warships involved in the survey at Kanghwa Island 
where the Unyó-kan was fired on 19 September 1875, Conroy, Japan's Seizure of Korea, 
62-63. 

9I do not know which Englishmen were involved. If they were on the Japanese 
side, they might have been some of those recruited by Kawamura for instruction of the 
Japanese naval cadets, 
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at 2. On the way back I visited Inoue Kaoru, and returned home 
after 3. Nomura Yasushi and Sewaki ... brought a Korean 
named Kin Rinsho over this evening. (He migrated to Pos’yet 
in Russian territory, then came to Japan, and wishes to be na- 
turalized. I invited him over today, and he informed me of the 
situation in Korea.) Cho Sansu also came; and we had a long 
conversation with the man in writing.!? They left about 8; and 
Cho and Nomura stayed to talk some more. As Masaki Taizo 
has been ill in recent days, I sent for Hoffman, and he came to 
examine Masaki today. In addition, four other visitors, and one 
letter. Senri Kensuke brought over a memorial to the government. 


18 October 1875 Fair. Kodama Jun’ichird and Sugiyama 
Takatoshi came to visit. I went up to the council chambers at 10, 
and withdrew after 2. I called on Endo Kinsuke, Kato Kozo, and 
Sugi Magoshichiro at 4, returning home at 9. Five other visitors 
came; and a commoner from Hiroshima prefecture, Katayama 
Ri'ichiro, brought me a document, a memorial to the government. 


19 October 1875 Cloudy. Having been summoned on official 
business, I went to the Palace at 10 today in the company of 
Yamagata Aritomo. All members of the Cabinet were in at- 
tendance, except for Iwakura, the Minister of the Right. His 
Majesty the Emperor announced that with the development of 
the Korea crisis, and the serious problems occasioned thereby, 
the unity of leadership should be maintained just as it is today; 
and we all respectfully accepted his order. I withdrew at 11, and 
called on Oyama and Inoue Kaoru, but both were absent. From 
there I went directly to the council chambers where I heard that 
after the Imperial order was issued to us in person today the Min- 
ister of the Left covertly submitted a petition to the Throne. I 
withdrew from the chambers at 2, visited Inoue Kaoru again, 
and this time went to the Baicharo with him. As this was the last 
of the meetings of our mutual credit association, all of us attended 
except for Yamao. I returned home at 10. This morning Fujii 
Yasoe came to talk; and four other callers came. Nambu Kazu- 
masa came to stay for the night on account of Masaki Taizo's 
illness, 


10 The Korean and the Japanese did not speak each other's languages, but they 
shared a knowledge of the Chinese seript, 


220 DIARY OF KIDO TAKAYOSHI, III 


20 October 1875 Fair. Vice Minister Yamada came to talk 
about the current political situation. I went up to the council 
chambers at 10. The secret memorial which the Minister of the 
Left submitted yesterday turned out to be a demand for the 
dismissal of Prime Minister Sanjo, though the points he made 
were all somewhat vague. Imperial sanction is required in such 
an important matter as tenure in the office of Prime Minister; 
yet the Minister of the Left in his own selfish interest has misled 
the government and left the Emperor bewildered. This is a case 
of false incrimination; and I am terribly distressed to hear of it. 
'The Imperial Councilors were all astonished. I withdrew at 2. 
Okubo and I went to sec Iwakura, the Minister of the Right; 
and we relayed to him the opinions of the Imperial Councilors 
as their representatives. From there I visited Oyama Iwao, Inoue 
Kaoru, and Ito Hirobumi, but all of them were absent. I visited 
Sugi Magoshichiro, and returned home with Shishido in a car- 
riage before 6. Hayashi Sansuke came to visit. Letters arrived 
from Kinashi Shin'ichi and Yoshida Uichi. In addition, three 
letters and four callers. At 8 I went to Fukubara Kyosuke's, and 
talked to Ito Hirobumi. He had six guests; and we all played go. 
I returned home at 10. 


21 October 1875 Fair. Among those who came to talk were 
Hayashi Tomoyuki (about the current political situation), Sugi- 
yama Takatoshi, Fujii Yasoe, and Onda Jinsuke. At 11, at the 
invitation of Terashima Munenori, I went to the house of a 
certain Mr. Higo at Shibata-cho, 4-chóme. Okubo Toshimichi, 
Ito Hirobumi, Okuma Shigenobu, and Mori Arinori gathered 
there, and played go all day. I went to the Takanawa mansion, 
then back to Higo's again. I returned home at 9; and during 
my absence, there were eight callers and two letters. 


22 October 1875 Fair. Coming to visit were Oyama Iwao 
(Assistant War Minister) to discuss the current political crisis 
and Inoue Kaoru. Hasegawa Taemon also came to visit. He will 
return to Osaka tomorrow, he says. I went up to the council 
chambers at 11. Today the Minister of the Left was called before 
the Emperor who told him that the Prime Minister has served 
the nation devotedly since before the Restoration, and enjoys the 
confidence of His Majesty, The petition of the Minister of the Left 
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is not to be adopted; his memorial was sent back to him. The 
Minister of the Left then replied to the Throne that he must, in 
consequence, submit his own resignation. The Imperial reply 
was that, since the government faces a crisis situation at present, 
especially because of the development of the Korea problem, the 
Minister should continue to serve as best he can. To this the 
Minister replied that, after he had submitted an accusation 
against his colleague in service to the Throne, he could not well 
continue to work with him in the Imperial government, and 
withdrew from the Imperial Presence indignantly. I left the council 
chambers after 2 to go to the Education Ministry, the Home 
Ministry, then to the Tenkoin of Shiba temple. There I saw the 
German exhibition at the German Minister's invitation. On the 
way back I visited Oyama Iwao and returned home at 6. Cho 
Sansu and Okudaira Nisui came to talk. In addition, four callers 
and three letters. Fujii Yasoe came to talk. 


23 October 1875 Fair. Tanaka Fujimaro came to talk (about 
the current political situation). I went up to the council chambers 
at 11, and withdrew at 2, going to visit Inoue Segai. From there 
I went to Sato Yozo's in Yokohama in response to an invitation. 
Sugi Magoshichirh and Yamada Akiyoshi were there, among 
more than a dozen invited guests. A simple tea ceremony was held 
using sencha. 

Those who symphathize with what the Minister of the Left 
has done have worked together since yesterday to stir up the 
Punish Korea Party," the Feudal Party, the People's Rights 
Party, and all other malcontents, by circulating his secret me- 
morial to the public. These parties are as different in character 
as ice is from coal; they are united only by their discontent. Among 
the leaders of these people, one who has maintained the same 
line of argument for as much as half a year is rare indeed. In 
their discontent they change their positions endlessly; they are 
men of base character. When I consider our country's future I 
am compelled to deplore what I see. Itagaki Taisuke and Kono 


Togama, both people's rights advocates, have united with the 
feudalists, 


24 October 1875 Fair, Arichi Shinanojó, Hayashi Sansuke, 
M Seikanron MEWAK: 
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Aoe Hideru, and Nomura Yasushi came to visit. At 2 I went to 
my Somei villa. On the way back I called on Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, 
but he was absent. I visited Sugiyama Takatoshi; and Oka Sei'ichi 
came to see me under Prince Sanjo's orders. Then, I went to 
visit Hiraoka Heikichi, but he was absent. I visited Yamada 
Akiyoshi and Tanaka Kensuke, and returned home after 6. 

A letter came from Makimura Masanao; and he also sent 
along the tea kettle made by Ch'en Ts'un-chou!? (I had asked 
him to have it judged by an expert). Sugi Magoshichiroó and 
Kodama Shosuke came to talk. In addition, nine callers and two 
letters. 


25 October 1875 Cloudy. Hiraoka Michiyoshi and Cho Sansu 
came to talk. Aoe Hideru came early in the morning; and I was 
surprised to hear from him that my confidential memorial to 
Prince Sanjó has been circulating publicly, so I questioned mem- 
bers of my household rigorously—and I found that Kawabe . . . 
had leaked it—which upset me no end. 

I went up to the council chambers at 10, and there we dis- 
cussed the matter in secrecy, and decided to relieve the Minister 
of the Left and Imperial Councilor Itagaki of their posts in ac- 
cordance with their requests. I withdrew at 12, and called on 
Sugi, but he was absent. I did visit the English Minister, and 
returned home after 3. Nomura Yasushi, Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, 
Okudaira Shosuke, Kodama Jun'ichiro, and Nambu Kazumasa 
came to talk, as did English Minister Parkes and Aston. 

Hoffman came over. Two other visitors and one letter. 

(Note) I sent a letter to Masaki Motosuke.!? At night, rain. 


26 October 1875 Rain, then fair. Okudaira Shosuke, Shishido 
Tamaki, Kondo Yoshiki, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Fujii Benzo (who 
will return to Yamaguchi tomorrow), and Kawase ... came to 
talk. Sugi Magoshichiro and I made a pleasure trip to Imado at 
1. On the way back I visited Yamada, and returned home at 10, 
In addition, five visitors and three letters. I wrote a letter to 
Miyoshi Guntaró at the request of Okuraya Kihachi. 


12 Cen Ts’un-chou Hiti was probably a metal-worker of the Sung era (960 


1279) in China, but active in Japan at the time of the repair of the Great Buddha of 
Nara, melted by the arson attack on its temple in 1180, T 
13 The elder brother of Masaki 'Taizð who was ill and who was one of a number 


boarding at Kido's, 
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27 October 1875 Fair. Aoe Hideru came to discuss the move- 
ments of the dissidents. Shimada Sukeshichi came to talk. I left 
home at 10 to visit Oyama Iwao, but he was absent. I did visit 
Inoue Kaoru, and went up to the council chambers at 11. At 
1 I went to the Sanjo mansion. The Minister of the Right and 
the Imperial Councilors were present there for a conference 
on the Korean problem. From there I went to the Seido, the 
Confucian temple, to meet Fukuzawa Yukichi4 as arranged by 
Tanaka Fujimaro, for a detailed discussion of the current political 
situation. I returned home at 10. Ten other callers came. 


28 October 1875 Fair. Moriyama Tsunenori, Sugiyama Taka- 
toshi, Tada Sukeshichi, Kodama Aijiro, Arichi Shinanojo, Hiji- 
kata Kenkichi, Nomura Yasushi, Sugi Magoshichiro, Okudaira 
Shosuke, Kawakita Toshisuke, Nambu Kazumasa, and Shishido 
Tamaki came to talk. Two letters and two other callers, 


29 October 1875 Fair. Aoe Hideru and Yamagata Aritomo 
came to talk with me. I went up to the council chambers at 10, 
and withdrew after 2. I sent a letter to Nakano Goichi, Kinashi 
Shin'ichi, and Yoshida Uichi, and letters to Miura Yoshisuke, 
Makimura Masanao, Niijima Jo, Nagayo Sensai, and Masaki 
Motosuke. Hayashi Sansuke, Shimajo Mokurai, Oka Giemon, 
Okudaira Shosuke, Aoe Hideru, Nakajima Ikutaro, and Hiraoka 
Michiyoshi came to talk. Six Ryükyüans came to visit. Masaki 
Taizo has been critically ill these past few days; doctors regarded 
his chances of recovery as one in ten. But today he has taken a 
slight turn for the better. We owe it all to the efforts of Dr. Hoff- 
man. Two letters. 


30 October 1875 Cloudy. Nomura Motosuke came to talk. I 
went up to the council chambers at 10, and withdrew at 2. I 
called on Inoue Segai, but he was absent. From there I went to 
visit Sö ...; Matsuura ... was also present. We spent a long 
time drinking and talking. On my way back I met Yamada 
Akiyoshi, and visited Shishido Tamaki with him, returning home 


1 F'ukuzawa Yukichi (1835-1901) was the principal private propagator of Western 


knowledge, His mission was to convert his countrymen to a new way of life, a mission 
carried out through books, through the new school Keio Gijuku, through promotion of 
public speaking, and in other ways, A lower samurai of Nakatsu domain in Kyushu, 


he despised the feudal system and all its works, 
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at 7. Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. I loaned Aoe Hideru 200 
yen through Inoue Segai. Tanaka Fujimaro brought me a mes- 
sage from Fukuzawa Yukichi. At night, rain. 


31 October 1875 Cloudy, then fair. Oyama Iwao came to talk 
(in regard to Korea). I went up to the council chambers at 10, 
and withdrew at 2. I called on Sugi Magoshichiro, and returned 
home at 4. Sakurai Torataro, Oka Sei’ichi, Fukubara Hozan, 
Kodama Jun'ichiro, and Shimada Sukeshichi came to talk. Three 
other visitors and two letters arrived. (Yoshida Uichi, Miura 
Yoshisuke). 
(Note) I paid a visit to Inoue Kaoru. 


November 


1 November 1875 Fair. Matsudaira Nobumasa came to talk. 
At 9 I went to Prince Sanjo’s where the Senior Ministers of State 
and the Imperial Councilors gathered for a conference on pro- 
cedures for handling the Korea crisis. After 11 I went to the Ku- 
roda mansion (in Akasaka). Lord Tokudaiji, Vice Minister 
Madenokoji, Assistant Minister Sugi, Kodama Ainosuke, and I 
hunted wild ducks, and bagged more than twenty altogether, 
both teals and mallards. After 4 I visited Nomura Motosuke who 
had invited me to an exhibition of art works in his possession. 
Randa and Kaedegawa were present; I returned home at 7. Oka 
Seiichi, Okudaira Shosuke, and Onda Jinsuke came to talk. 
From Wakayama Gi'ichi .. . [The following is blank]. 
Two other visitors and three letters (Makimura Masanao). 


2 November 1875 Fair. Hirotsu Hironobu came to discuss 
the situation in Korea. Prince Sanjo came to visit. I called on 
Yamagata Aritomo, Torio Koyata, and Nomura Yasushi after 
3. Yasushi will leave for the prefectures in Ou! the day after to- 
morrow. Four others have been dispatched to other prefectures 
to investigate the current political situation. In addition, two 
visitors and four letters. 


3 November 1875 The Emperors birthday. Cloudy, rain, 
then clearing. At 8 I went up to the Sakurada Parade Grounds; 
the Emperor appeared at 9, and reviewed the Imperial Guard. 
I attended on the Emperor from the Parade Grounds Offices 
en route to the Palace where we arrived before 11. We were served 
saké in celebration of the occasion. Men of chokunin® rank were in 
the Musk Hall; and more than fifty kazoku were present in service 
to the Emperor. Those who hold one of the positions in the Three 


! Ou refers to the two provinces of Mutsu and Dewa at the northern tip of Honshü, 
? Ghokunin Witt officials were those appointed directly by the Emperor, 
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High Offices? were granted two rolls of Hachijo Island silk. I 
withdrew after 1. Sugiyama Takatoshi and Kodama Shosuke 
came to talk. I took a carriage with Yamagata Aritomo at 4, and 
visited Sugi Magoshichiro for a while, then went to the State 
Reception Hall for a dinner given for those in the Three High 
Offices and the ministers of the foreign countries. I returned home 
at 10. Sugi Magoshichird brought in a minstrel who played the 
lute! and recited from The Tale of the Heike? (doing the two pas- 
sages on Nasu no Yoichi and the Fan Target,® and on Atsumori 
at Ichinotani?). Onda Jinsuke came to my house; and my whole 
household gathered to celebrate the Imperial birthday, and to 
drink saké in celebration. The party broke up at 1. Two letters. 


4 November 1875 Fair. Nomura Yasushi came to bid farewell 
as he was leaving for Oshü this morning. I went up to the council 
chamber at 10. Moriyama Shigeru returned from Korea yester- 
day, and reported on the recent political situation in Korea before 
the Throne. I withdrew at 2. Inoue Shozo? who had returned 
from Germany on the 30th of last month came to visit. I called 
on Shishido Tamaki after 3, and visited Sugi Magoshichiro with 
him. Kasahara Hankuró came with us. I returned home at 6. 
Onda Jinsuke and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. One more 


visitor and two letters. 


5 November 1875 Fair. I went up to the council chambers at 
10, and withdrew at 2. Inoue Kaoru came to visit at 3. Today 
Tanaka Fujimaro had arranged a mecting of the scholars of the 


3 Sanshoku =f, included the Prime Minister, Ministers of the Left and Right, and 
Imperial Councilors. 

4 A biwa hóshi, or simply hóshi kğ, was a priest who recited tales, often accompany- 
ing himself on a biwa, or lute. 

5 Heike Monogatari FREE. 

6 Nasu no Yoichi was the Minamoto archer who demoralized the Taira by bringing 
down the red fan symbol of the rival forces in the Battle of Yashima on Shikoku in 
1184. As the fan fell into the sea from the mast of the Taira command ship, the de» 
feated forces began their flight. Hiroshi Kitagawa and Bruce T. Tsuchida, tr., The 
Tale of the Heike: Heike Monogatari (Tokyo, University of Tokyo Press, 1975), 658-660, 

? Atsumori was the young Taira heir who was killed by the Minamoto warrior 
Kumagai at the beach of Ichinotani in 1184. Zbid., 561-563. 

8 Inoue Shózo (1848-1886) was a popular young Chóshü samurai who led forces 
against the bakufu as a teen-ager in 1865. He studied Dutch at the Yamaguchi Military 
School, then took up German on Kido’s recommendation; in 1870 he accompanied 
Prince Shirakawa to Berlin, staying on to make a careful study of a woolens mill there, 
Later, he set up the Senju Woolens Mill for the Home Ministry in 1879, to free Japan 
from dependence on foreign sources for military and police uniforms, 
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capital at the old Temple to Confucius, the Seido;? and he invited 
me to attend, so I went there with Inoue Kaoru. It was my day 
for duty at the Palace, so I withdrew from the meeting to go di- 
rectly there, and returned home at 6. In the afternoon, a strong 
north wind. Five other visitors and two letters. Okudaira Nisui 
came to talk. Fujii Yasoe came to stay for the night. 


6 November 1875 Fair. Sugi Magoshichiro came to talk; and 
we went to Oku Randen’s exhibition in Imado together, A sim- 
ilar exhibition is being held in Kyoto today in commemoration 
of Kyükyodo . . . Randen arranged this exhibition today for Kya- 
kyodo in concert with the one in Kyoto. A photograph of. . . and 
a landscape by a Ming artist were hung; and I felt melancholy 
on seeing them. The items especially worth seeing in this exhibi- 
tion are . . . [Three lines are blank.] 

I went there after 1, crossed over to Mukdjima with Cho Sansu 
and Nishijima Seiho to have the noon meal at Gyojü, and sep- 
arated from Sansu and Seiho at Higashibashi. Magoshichiro 
and I had an appointment with Moridera Tsunenori; Higashi- 
kuze Michitomi was there, and we talked leisurely for a long time. 
From there I went to Shimada Sukeshichi's house, and returned 
home at 11. Oka Sei'ichi came to talk. Nine other visitors. Yester- 
day I sent a telegram to Masaki Taizo’s elder brother, Motosuke, 
to report Taizo's recovery; and a reply came from him. 


7 November 1875 Fair. Kodama Shósuke and Inoue Kaoru 
came to visit. (Inoue gave me his opinion on the present political 
situation; I too am quite unable to cope with things as they now 
are.) At 10 I went up to the council chambers; at 2 I withdrew. 
At 2 I visited Minami Teisuke (who is returning to Yamaguchi 
prefecture), Samejima ..., and Kawamura Sumiyoshi (Vice 
Naval Minsiter), but all were absent. At 4 I went to Ito Hiro- 
bumi's where Okubo Toshimichi, Yamagata Aritomo, the French- 
man Boissonade,? and the interpreter ... were present. After 


® The Seidó, in the Kanda section of Tokyo, had been the central shrine of Con- 


fucianism in Japan, although the official sacrifices had ceased in 1868. Originally it 
was attached to the Hayashi School for training Tokugawa officials. Warren W. 
202 Confucianism in Tokugawa Japan (2nd cd., Tokyo, Hokuscido, 1973), 11n, 41- 
io Gustave Emile Boiwonade (1825-1910), a 1 "of f y k 
: i 025-1910), a law professor from France, performed 
distinguished service to the Meiji government as a legal adviser, A POS of the 
doctorate from the University of Parin (1852), he had a career as law. professor at the 
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dinner we discussed the Korea problem. I returned home at 11; 
seven callers came during my absence. I wrote Inoue Kaoru of 
the reasons why I cannot remain here under the present circum- 
stances as a mere observer of things, although my original inten- 
tions were different. 

This morning Imperial Household Minister Tokudaij came 
to talk about the Hoffman case. Nambu Kazumasa was present. 
Two letters came. A telegram arrived from Miura Yoshisuke. 


8 November 1875 Fair. Yamagata Aritomo, Hiraoka Michi- 
yoshi, Hayashi Sansuke, and Ando Gengoro came to talk. I went 
up to the council chambers at 10, and withdrew at 2. I called on 
Sugi Magoshichiro, but he was absent. I visited Kato Kozo, had 
a long talk, and called on Shishido Tamaki on the way back. 
Otori Sesso, Miura Gord, Senri Kenzo, Sugi Magoshichiro, and 
Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. There were two other visitors, 
and one letter. 


9 November 1875 Oka Sei'ichi and Nambu Kazumasa were 
at my house all day. Three other visitors. 

Out of recent dissatisfaction over the direction the govern- 
mental reform has taken, dissidents have gathered in several 
places, and with their instigation a large number of people are 
plotting to overturn the government. Today nine out of ten de- 
cisions of state go contrary to my wishes; however, if we do not 
keep the peace, misery beyond words will engulf our people. For 
the sake of the nation and its people, therefore, I have no alter- 
native but to aid in protecting the government against those who 
would destroy it. Indeed, because of certain administrative de- 
cisions with which I had nothing to do, I have come to be regarded 
as the source of all evil by men of the opposition; but this is the 
inevitable way of the world. 


Universities of Grenoble and Paris before he entered the service of the Japanese 
government, 1873-1895. In 1873 he lectured to members of the Iwakura Mission in 
Paris on constitutions and on criminal law; and he was invited to Tokyo where in 
March 1874 he began teaching at the Law College (first under the Justice Ministry, 
then under the Education Ministry), a forerunner of the Faculty of Law, University of 
Tokyo. Boissonade advised Okubo in Peking during the diplomatie negotiations with 
China in 1874; and he later drafted the Meiji civil code, and helped set the stage for the 


climination of the unequal treaties, Takeuchi Hiroshi WAW ed, Rainiohi Seiya 
Jimmei Jiten HAVA Kaul [A Biographical Dictionary of Westerners in Japan| 
(Tokyo, Nichigai Awociates, 1983), 411-413. 
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10 November 1875 Cloudy, then fair. Yamada Akiyoshi and 
Shishido Tamaki came to visit. I went up to the council chambers 
at 10, and withdrew at 2. I called on Sugi Magoshichird, Kondo 
Shin'ichi, Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, Sugiyama Takatoshi, and Hiraoka 
Michiyoshi, but all were absent. Sugiyama Takatoshi came to 
talk. Three other visitors. Matsuno Kan, Kodama Jun’ichiro, 
Kasahara Hankuro, and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. At 
night, rain. 


11 November 1875 Wind and rain. Shishido Tamaki and No- 
mura Motosuke came to visit during my absence. As I had an 
appointment with Tokudaiji, Okubo, and Sugi, I went to the 
Kuroda mansion before 10 (to go duck hunting). Because of the 
rainstorm, though, nobody else came. From there I called on 
Moridera Tsunenori and Kodama Shosuke, but they were absent. 
I visited Mori Arinori and talked with him for a long time; I 
visited Inoue Kaoru, but he was also absent. I returned home 
after 3. 

Kashiwagi Sozo sent me some Seville oranges, and Parson 
sent me some apples from America. Okubo sent me a letter, and 
returned some reports on developments in the Ryükyüs. Hattori 
Ichizo returned to Tokyo. 


12 November 1875 Fair. So ... came to talk about Korean 
problems. Sata Seiji made a report to me on the movements of 
the bad elements. I went up to the council chambers after 10, and 
returned home at 3. Kayahara Nobuyuki came to visit. Last 
year, he was reported to have been guilty of undesirable conduct 
when assigned to Yamaguchi prefecture; he came today to explain 
the matter. Oka Sei'ichi, Shimaji Mokurai, Endo Kinsuke, Arichi 
Shinanojo, Sugi Magoshichiro, Onda Jinsuke, and Okudaira 
Shósuke came to visit. In addition, four visitors and one letter. 


13 November 1875 Fair. Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Kodama Sho- 
suke, and Nambu Kazumasa came to talk. We gathered at Iwa- 
kura's at 9 for a conference on finance and the abolition of the 
stipends to kazoku and shizoku. I went up to the council chambers 
after 10, and withdrew after 3. On the way back I visited Hoff- 
man, then called on Sugi Magoshichiro, and returned home at 


!! Sour green oranges similar to limes. 
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4. Sugiyama Takatoshi came to talk; also Shishido Tamaki, Onda 
Jinsuke, and Okudaira Shosuke. In addition, three visitors and 
two letters. 


14 November 1875 Rain, then cloudy. Fukuzawa Yukichi 
came to talk. Public opinion is stirred up at present over the 
stipend issue, he says, and I have become the chief target of the 
malcontents. He sympathizes with my views, and could not 
remain an onlooker, so he came to give me his opinion in some 
detail. Although I was moved by his kindness, I cannot break my 
promise to my colleagues at this stage by leaving the government.!? 
Indeed, today, I cannot bear to discuss my personal feelings. 
Today was a day during which I devoted myself to the peace of 
our nation, keeping my vow to my country without regard to 
personal fame or fate. I went up to the council chambers at 11, 
and withdrew at 2. Mori Arinori was appointed Minister to China, 
and will depart soon, so he expressed his opinions on our relations 
with Korea; and we discussed the matter. I went to my villa in 
Somei today; and there I put on display the mural by Chao 
Tzu,!3 given to me by the Emperor; calligraphy by Yüan Yen, 
an item which I have recently purchased; utensils for tea cere- 
mony; and equipment for calligraphy. I invited over my friends 
Sugi Magoshichiro, Shishido Tamaki, Nomura Motosuke, Yama- 
da Akiyoshi, Torio Koyata, Miura Goro, and Oku Randen; and 
spent several hours with them in leisurely talk. Oka Sei’ichi and 
Nishijima Seiho served us. In recent days I have been very much 
depressed about our nation, troubled about it day and night. 
"Today's recreation was not enough to make me forget my wor- 
ries; but I was only ten percent as worried as usual. I returned 
home at 9. Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. In addition, one 
visitor and two letters. 


15 November 1875 Fair. Nomura Kanzaburo, Fujii Yasoe, 
Ando Gengoro (concerning the public investigation into the 


Hirosawa case), Nagata Keitaro (who brought a translation of 


materials concerning France's involvement in Korea), Sugiyama 


1? Fukuzawa seems to have advised Kido to resign, ; S 

13 HF Chao Tzu, literally Master Chao, might have been any of several eminent 
painters named Chao, Possibly it was Chao Tho, a close friend of the great Tung 
CGh'i-ch'ang in the Ming period (1368-1644), 
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Takatoshi, and Nambu Kazumasa came to visit. At 2 I called on 
Hirosawa Hironobu; and Moriyama Shigeru came over to his 
place to inform me about the recent situation in Korea. I returned 
home at 5. Nomura Motosuke (to whom I related the multitude 
of worries I have had lately, and from whom I received advice), 
Yamagata Aritomo, and Okudaira Shosuke came to visit. Six 
other visitors. Letters arrived from Miura Yoshisuke (concerning 
the recent situation in Yamaguchi prefecture, and the Maebara 
party) and Masaki Motosuke. 


16 November 1875 Cloudy, then clear. Nambu Kazumasa, 
Inoue Shózo, Oka Moritomo, Inoue Kaoru came to call. (Inoue 
advised me to resign out of compassion for the plight in which I 
find myself. Forty days ago, however, when I anticipated this 
situation, and argued that it was not of benefit to the public or to 
me to stay in government—for I would only torture my mind, and 
invite misfortune—Inoue would not listen to me, and pressed me 
to stay in office to resolve the crisis which faced us; so I felt obliged 
to continue in government service. I can hardly bear to withdraw 
now because of my personal failure.) Sugiyama Takatoshi, Ka- 
wase ..., and Inoue Inseki came to visit. Nine other visitors. 
Yamao informed me that his child is in critical condition. 

At 3 I went to Somei, taking along Sugiyama Takatoshi and 
the Frenchman Mourier;4 and we talked for hours. I returned 
home before 9. 

A letter arrived from Miyoshi Guntaro; and a telegram came 
from Ono Katsusaburd; so I shall have my nephew Kuribara 
Hikotaro go to Osaka tomorrow. I am terribly worried about the 
condition of my younger sister Haruko. 


17 November 1875 Fair. Kondo Yoshiki came to talk. I went 
up to the council chambers at 10, and withdrew at 3. Hoffman, 
Kashiwamura ..., and Nambu Kazumasa came to visit. Hoff- 
man was here to bid farewell as he is returning to his country 
soon. Seven other visitors and four letters. A letter arrived from 
Aoki Shüzo in Germany. I had an invitation to the farewell party 


! Pierre Joseph Mourier (1827-?) was employed in Japan between 1871 and 1879, 
first ay a teacher of French at the College in Nagoya, and the last six years in 
several capacities in the Justice Ministry, His fluency in Japanese allowed him to 
sustain a long conversation with Kido, 
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for Mori Arinori who is going to Peking; so I went to his house 
and returned home at 10. Yamagata Aritomo came to discuss 
Korean problems. My nephew Hikotaro left for Osaka today. 

Tonight a telegram came from Osaka reporting that my 
younger sister's condition took a turn for the worse last night. I 
am deeply grieved. 


18 November 1875 Fair. Yamamoto Seijüro and Sugiyama 
Takatoshi came to visit. I am sending Shdjird to Osaka today, 
so I consulted with Fujii Yasoe, and decided that my son should 
go with Fukui Toyonosuke who is bound for the Kyoto-Osaka 
area. Nomura Kantaró came; and I informed him of the unsatis- 
factory progress of the investigation. Yamada Akiyoshi came to 
talk. I went up to the council chambers at 11. About 1 I called on 
Ito Hirobumi, and from there went to call on Kawamura Sumi- 
yoshi and Samejima . . . , but all were absent. I went to the Palace 
at 3, for I had received notice to attend the state dinner which 
was being given for Hoffman and Mueller!? who are returning 
to their country. Because of the critical condition of my younger 
sister Haruko, however, I excused myself from dinner, and with- 
drew. A telegram from Osaka today reported that she died last 
night. My grief knows no bounds. Shojiroó departed after 4. 

Five other visitors and four letters. 

I sent two telegrams to Osaka; and a telegram arrived from 
Yoshitomi—to which I sent a reply. In addition, I sent letters to 
Yoshitomi and Utsumi. Okudaira Shdsuke and Sugiyama Taka- 
toshi came to visit. 


19 November 1875 Fair. Inoue Saiji who had returned from 
Osaka recently came to tell me about my younger sister's condi- 
tion just prior to her death. I regret that she suffered so terribly. 
Hiraoka, Ito, Nambu, Sakuma, Kashiwamura, Okudaira, Yamao, 
Miura, Kawano, Fukubara Kyosuke, and Kodama came to ex- 
press their condolences. I decided to have her buried in Waka- 
bayashi!$ in Tokyo; and I notified Yoshitomi Ken'ichi of my 


15 Benjamin Karl Leopold Mueller (1824-1893) served as professor at the Daigaku 
Toko, a forerunner of the Tokyo Imperial University College of Medicine, from 1871 
to 1874, teaching courses on dermatology, gynecology, and opthalmology; and he 
became the head professor toward the end. For one year thereafter, Mueller was ate 
tached to the Imperial Houschold Ministry. 

19 Wakabayashi is a place in modern Setagayasku, Tokyo, Haruko's. husband 
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decision by telegram. 
One more visitor came. Fujii Seitard and Inoue Shin'ichiro 
went to inspect the graveyard at Wakabayashi. 


20 November 1875 Fair. Oka Moritomo, Hayashi Hanshichi, 
Kawase, Inoue Kaoru, Kodama Aijiro, Ota, Akagawa, Onda, 
Fukui, Nomura Motosuke, Maruyama, and Shishido came to 
express their condolences. Nambu Kazumasa, Sugiyama Taka- 
toshi, and Okudaira Shosuke came to visit. Three other visitors. 
Ota Tokusaburo came to talk; he is a man from Aki province, 
one whom I came to know in France. Letters arrived from Yoshi- 
tomi and Utsumi.!7 


21 November 1875 Fair. Aoe Hideru came to talk. Sugi Mago- 
shichiro came to visit. Inoue Shin'ichiró and I went to examine 
the graveyard at Wakabayashi, and decided on the plot. Kubo 
Munizo, Kasahara, Hinoki, Nambu, Ariyoshi, Kimura (who 
brought some pottery), and Shimada came to express their sym- 
pathy. Okudaira, Sugiyama, and Hattori came to visit. Nomura 
Motosuke came to stay for the night. Prince Ima Kijin and 
Koroku Oyakata of the Ryükyüs came to visit. Four other visitors 
and three letters. 


22 November 1875 Fair. Kuroda ..., Yamagata Aritomo, 
Mori Arinori (who will leave for China the day after tomorrow), 
Yamada Akiyoshi, Sugi Magoshichiro, Inoue Shin'ichiro, Tera- 
uchi Shin'ichi, Inoue Kaoru (in regard to a telegram from Kina- 
shi Shin'ichi), Oka Sei'ichi, Ito Hirobumi, Hijikata Kenkichi, 
Arichi Shinanojo, Okudaira Shosuke, and Torio Koyata came to 
visit. Kinashi Shin'ichi sent me a telegram in regard to Governor 
Nakano's resignation. 


23 November 1875 Fair. Fukubara Kazusuke, Fujii Yasoe, 
Okuraya Kihachi, Oka Giemon, Inoue Shin'ichiro, Yamamoto 
Seijüiro, Hayashi Sansuke, Oka Sei’ichi, Kitamura Chübei, 
Kodama Junichiro, Sugiyama Takatoshi, and Samejima came 


Kuribara Ryoz0, who committed seppuku in 1862, was buried there; so also was 
Yoshida Shoin, The graveyard is located at the Shoin shrine near a stop by that name 
on the Setagaya train line, 

17 Governor of Osaka; 
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to visit. Okubo Toshimichi came to talk (about Korea). One 
other visitor and three letters. 


24 November 1875 Fair. Sakuma Ichisuke, Inoue Kaoru, 
Inoue Shozo (about the woolens mill, Kawano Michinobu, 
Yamao Yozo, Miura Gord, Kodama Jun’ichird, and Okudaira 
Shosuke came to visit. Ito Hirobumi came to discuss the current 
political situation as it relates to the Korean problem. Two other 
visitors. 


25 November 1875 Fair. Kodama Jun'ichiro, Fujii Yasoe, 
Shizuma Kensuke, Hattori Ichizo, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Nomura 
Motosuke, Kawagoeya, and Kayakita Shunsuke came to visit. 
Four other callers. Yamagata Aritomo discussed the Korean 
problem and the situation inside the army with me. Four other 
visitors and two telegrams. 


26 November 1875 Fair. Inoue Shozo, Hijikata Hisamoto (on 
the current political situation), Fukubara Hozan, Yamada Aki- 
yoshi (concerning the current political situation), Hayashi Tomo- 
yuki, Kawase ..., Okudaira Shosuke, Oka Sei'ichi, Sugi Mago- 
shichird, and Onda Jinsuke came to visit. Four letters. 


27 November 1875 Fair. Oku Randen, Mutsu Munemitsu, 
Yamagata Aritomo, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Onda Jinsuke, and Cho 
Sansu came to talk. Two other visitors. 


28 November 1875 Fair. Nambu Kazumasa, Fujii Yasoe, Ko- 
dama Aijro, Shigemi Yasuke, Izeki Bisei, Yamada Akiyoshi, 
Sugi Magoshichiro, Miura Goro, and Okudaira Shosuke came 
to visit. Three other visitors, and three letters. 


29 November 1875 Fair. Kodama Shosuke, Onda Kinsuke, 
Ito Gempaku (to give me medical treatment), Inoue Shin'ichiro, 
Motoyama Yoshisuke, Shimada Sukeshichi, Sugiyama Takatoshi, 
Oka Sei'ichi, and Okudaira Shosuke came to visit. Prince Sanjó 
called to discuss the Korean problem. In addition, four other 
visitors, and five letters. A letter arrived from Makimura Masanao, 
Iwaya Yukio came to talk about Cho Daiko. Several days ago a 
telegram arrived reporting that my sister's remains would leave 
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Kobe by ship on the 25th. We have gone daily to the Mitsubishi 
Company to inquire, but we were told that the strong west wind 
in the Osaka area has made sailing difficult, and that details are 
not known. I have made inquiries by telegram, but no reports 
have come. Today a telegram arrived from Yoshitomi Kan'ichi 
reporting that the remains have left Osaka for Kobe. 

Her Majesty the Empress visited the Education Ministry's 
Normal School for Women today; and Vice Education Minister 
Tanaka invited me and my wife to attend, but on account of my 
illness and my sister's death, neither of us could be there. 


30 November 1875 Rain. Yamada Akiyoshi, Fujii Yasoe, Nam- 
bu Kazumasa, Shimaji Mokurai, Nomura Motosuke, Inoue 
Shin'ichiro, Sugi Magoshichiro, and Okudaira Shosuke came to 
talk. Hiraoka Michiyoshi came to visit. 

Becoming apprehensive, I sent another telegram to Minomura 
Yahei, and he replied by telegram around 4 that the remains had 
departed aboard the . . . maru at 6 a.m. yesterday, so we have made 
all necessary preparations here to receive them. In addition, three 
visitors and three letters. 


December 


1 December 1875 Fair. Ito Gempaku and Nambu Kazumasa 
came to give me medical treatment; and they began the applica- 
tion of electricity to my left leg today. Kubo Munizo and Inoue 
Shin’ichiré came. This morning I went to the Shinganji temple 
in Aoyama to make arrangements for the services for my sister 
and for her burial, 

From yesterday’s telegram I had understood that my younger 
sister’s remains would arrive in Yokohama this morning, so I sent 
Okamura Matataro there. He missed my nephew Hikotaro on the 
road, however, as Hikotaro was returning here. I have arranged 
to have a vessel sail to a place off Shinagawa at 10, and to have 
the remains unloaded there, then sent to the Shinganji in Aoyama 
under escort, and left there overnight as we had planned. 

Hijikata Kenkichi, Kimura Genzo, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Oka 
Moritomo, Shishido Tamaki, Yamamoto Seijaro, Hattori Ichizo, 
and Okudaira Shōsuke came to visit. 

Hikotaró came home to report that the southwest wind was 
especially strong around 12, and that they could not manage to 
unload the remains. I was much troubled by this development. 
I instructed Hikotaro and Matataro, therefore, to watch for a 
lull, and to do their best to unload the body even if it were the 
middle of the night, and sent the two of them back to the ship. 
At midnight Matataró came to report the safe unloading of her 
body, and that he would return to Shinagawa. The remains were 
kept at the Chotokuji temple in Shinagawa for the night. Four 
other visitors and several letters came. 


2 December 1875 Cloudy. Matsu went to the Shinganji temple 
in Aoyama at 8; but my illness prevented me from attending the 
funeral services today, a matter which I sincerely regret, I res 
called the time when both of our parents were alive, and before 
I knew it the tears were streaming down my face, Those who 
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came to visit included Katori Motohiko (who discussed the situa- 
tion in Kumagaya prefecture),! Yamamoto Seijüro, Miura Goro, 
Onda Jinsuke, Oka Giemon, Okudaira Shósuke, Hiraoka Mi- 
chiyoshi, and Usui Yosuke. Itó Hirobumi came to discuss the 
instructions for our envoy to Korea. Masaki Motosuke and Miura 
Yoshisuke arrived, and informed me of the recent situation in 
Yamaguchi prefecture. Nine other visitors and two letters. About 
fifty people were present at the burial in Wakabayashi today, 
including Inoue Kaoru, Yamada Akiyoshi, Yamao Yozo and his 
wife, Fukubara Kydsuke, Kodama Jun'ichiro, Inoue Issó, Inoue 
Saiji, Miura Gord, Kawano Michinobu, Hinoki Rydsuke, Aka- 
gawa Yüzo, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Hirosawa Setsuzo, Usui Yosuke, 
Sugiyama Takatoshi, Fukui Hideharu, Fujii Yasoe, Inoue 
Shin’ichi, and Motoyama Yoshisuke. 


3 December 1875 Rain, then clear, then cloudy. Those who 
came to talk with me included Yamagata Aritomo (in regard to 
Korea), Inoue Issd, Masaki Motosuke, Miura Goro and his wife, 
Kodama Aijiro, Yamada Akiyoshi, Sugi Magoshichiro, Kawano 
Michinobu, Kubo Munizo, Oka Moritomo. Three other visitors 
and five letters. Letters arrived from Kawase Masataka and 
Shinagawa Yajiro. Inoue Isso has been pressing me constantly 
in recent days for two poems to be offered up to the spirit of Lord 
Chüsei? under the titles of “The Coming of Spring" and “Spring 
Rain." He came here again today to ask for them; so I wrote out 
the poems on two strips of tanzaku paper, and gave them to him: 

The Coming of Spring 

Having endured the centuries without meeting spring, 

The high peaked mountain's time has come, 

And now is veiled in vernal mists. 

Spring Rain 

A contrast to the time of the hoarfrost 

Which withers and shatters the trees and grasses, 

This sky filled with the spring shower! 


! Kumagaya prefecture, which existed from June 1873 until August 1876, included 
both Saitama and Gumma prefectures. 
? Posthumous name of Lord Mori Takachika of Chóshü. 


3 Spring is the Imperial Restoration; the mountain is the Mori family which 
experienced adversity under the Tokugawa Bakufu, but emerged from the long winter 
in the time of Mori Takachika, His spirit was evidently behind the mist watching this 


prosperous time, 
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4 December 1875 Fair. Miyoshi Shigeomi (who has recently 
come from Osaka), Fujii Yasoe, Yamada Akiyoshi, Miura Goro, 
Sasaki Takayuki, Harada Sei’ichi, Kubo Toru, and Cho Azusa 
(the latter three having come recently from Hagi to report on 
the current situation there), Kawano Michinobu, Fukui Hide- 
haru, Miura Yoshisuke, and Hinoki Ryosuke came to talk. Ito 
Gempaku came to give me medical treatment; he applied elec- 
tricity to my left leg. Two other visitors. 


5 December 1875 Fair. Inoue Kaoru and Miura Yoshisuke 
came to talk about the situation in Yamaguchi prefecture. Nambu 
Kazumasa came to give me medical treatment. Kawase Hideji, 
Okudaira Shōsuke, Shishido Tamaki, and Masaki Motosuke came 
to talk. Four other visitors and three letters. Inoue Saiji came to 
stay for the night. 


6 December 1875 Fair. We held Buddhist memorial services 
for my younger sister, Kuribara Haruko, today.4 About 150 
visitors came; the house was full of visitors all day. The cold has 
became intense since yesterday; and my illness has become worse 
than before. Several letters came, including an inquiry after my 
illness by Ozaki Saburo. 


7 December 1875 Cloudy. Aoki Shüzo's father brought over 
the daughter of the late Aoki Kenzo. Nambu Kazumasa came 
to give me medical treatment. Okudaira Shosuke, Hiraoka 
Michiyoshi (in regard to a plot of land), Onda Jinsuke, and 
Masaki Motosuke came to talk. A letter arrived from Yoshida 
Uichi. Kuroda Kiyotaka was appointed envoy to Korea today. 
After I accepted Imperial orders to return to government at 
the beginning of this year, I expected to try to repay a small part 
of my obligation to my country. Although I have turned every 
possibility over in my mind, and done my very best, all my pains 
have come to naught, because of the fundamental disunity among 
the political factions, which have thrown up innumerable obsta- 
cles to my program. Now, unfortunately, there is the problem of 
Shimazu, the Minister of the Left. (His reactionary move of 
resignation in strong defense of tradition has brought indescrib« 
able harm. In my opinion, if his plans are carried into effect, it 


4 It was the twentyefirat day after her death, 
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will be difficult to secure peace again without twenty or thirty 
years of bloodshed. If we restore the traditional position of the 
shizoku starting with their military role, the present structure of 
government will collapse. The number of his proposed reforms 
which stand in contradiction to the present system are beyond 
enumeration.) There is also the problem of the outrageous in- 
cident at Kanghwa in Korca.$ (This too has given rise to a very 
difficult situation since last year, but we have kept it under 
control up to this point. The memorial of the Minister of the Left, 
however, calls for replacement of the present government and 
the launching of an overseas expedition against Korea. The 
tendency of the military units and other shizoku to follow along 
blindly is readily apparent. If they should do so, we can do no 
more than stand idly by and gnash our teeth. If the government 
is unable to establish a fixed policy in regard to the handling of 
the Korean problem, it will split into factions; and there is no 
telling what might happen. I requested, therefore, that I be given 
responsibility for bringing the crisis under control, even though 
my life might be sacrificed in the process. But, once again, the 
decision was 80 to 90 percent contrary to my wishes. Friends who 
sympathize with my position have advised me not to be involved 
in actions which are contrary to my principles. I cannot turn my 
back on the government once I have declared that I will not run 
out on my colleagues, That I have already decided. I thanked my 
friends for their consideration for me, but I was prepared to carry 
out my orders without regard for the fact that I might lose my 
life. Last month I attended my office for more than ten days in 
spite of a headache; and in the end, on the 13th of last month, my 
left leg was paralyzed. I was unable to walk, and had to stay in 
bed. The government then ordered Kuroda to serve as envoy 


5 Not only did Shimazu Hisamitsu want to restore the samurai system but he also 
proposed abolishing the land tax, cutting the size of the army and increasing that of 
the navy. Among other things he had advocated the dismissal of Sanjo Sanetomi on 
27 October 1875. Iwata, Okubo, 203-204, 233-234. “Shimazu disagreed with the 
government in everything except maintenance of the Imperial house,” noted W. W. 
McLaren, A Political History of Japan (New York, Russell and Russell, 1965, reprint of 
1916 edition), 103. 


* On 19 September 1875, a party from the Japanese survey ship Un'yó went ashore 
on Kanghwa Island to obtain drinking water and were fired on, “Whereupon,” notes 
Hilary Conroy, "5. . , the Japanese opened fire, silenced the shore battery, killed some 
thirty Koreans, took the weapons away from the rest, and obtained their drinking 


water," The Japanese Seizure of Korea, 1868-1910 (Philadelphia, University of Penns 
sylvania Pres, 1960), 16, 36-30, 
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to Korea. I give priority to peace first, and believe that the focus 
should be on those policies which have broad utility at home. 
'The Cabinet has almost decided to go to war. The situation in 
the meantime is beyond the power of one so inept with the brush 
as I to describe . . . . [The following is blank.] 


8 December 1875 Rain. Minomura Riemon, Oka Sei’ichi, 
Onda Jinsuke, Sugiyama Takatoshi, and Ito Hirobumi came to 
talk. (Ito was here to discuss the Korean problem and Inoue 
Kaoru's situation.) 


9 December 1875 Fair. Those who came to talk with me in- 
cluded Inoue Kaoru, Oyama Iwao, Kuroda Kiyotaka (who, 
having been ordered to serve as envoy to Korea wanted to have 
my views), Hesaka Jimbei (in regard to the situation of the farm- 
ers in Yamaguchi prefecture and to retaining Governor Nakano 
in office), Yamauchi Kyüsaburo, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Fujii 
Yasoe, Nambu Kazumasa, Shirane Tasuke, Sugi Magoshichiro, 
and Okudaira Shosuke. Two other visitors. 


10 December 1875 Fair. Those who came to talk with me in- 
cluded Inoue Isso, Shimaji Mokurai, Miura Goro, Inoue Kaoru 
(whom Kuroda Kiyotaka has requested to accompany him to 
Korea), Shishido Tamaki, Okudaira Shosuke, and Onda Jinsuke. 

The Chamberlain Moridera came to me as an Imperial re- 
presentative to bring wine and food (twelve bottles of grape wine 
and a tray of assorted fish). Five other visitors. 


11 December 1875 Fair. Hayashi Tomoyuki, Minister of the 
Right Iwakura (in regard to the Peers Hall and the handling of 
the stipends) ; Fujii Yasoe, Masaki Motosuke, Okudaira Shosuke, 
Sugi Magoshichird, Nambu Kazumasa, Fukubara Hozan and his 
wife, Oka Sei'ichi, and Inoue Saiji came to visit. Ito Gempaku 
and Nambu Kazumasa came to give me medical treatment. Lord 
Mori Motonori of the Takanawa mansion honored me with his 
visit, and brought a basketful of wild duck as a token of his 
sympathy. Prince Arisugawa sent me a present of cakes. 


12 December 1875 Fair, Those who came to visit me included 
Fujii Yasoe, Nagayo Sensai (who has recently returned to Tokyo, 


MEIJI8, DECEMBER 241 


and who gave medical treatment to my late younger sister in 
Nagoya), Torio Koyata, Yoshimoto Tomonobu, Sugiyama 
Takatoshi, Inoue Saiji, and Miura Yoshisuke. 

Sasaki Otoya arrived today, and came at once to visit me. He 
told me a bit about the situation in Yamaguchi prefecture, re- 
porting that it is generally peaceful. Sugi Magoshichiro came to 
report on the recent conference at Iwakura's in regard to manage- 
ment of the kazoku, the peers; and he also delivered a message 
from Lord Iwakura. I have always believed that as long as the 
title of kazoku exists there should be certain rules by which the 
peers must abide, so I gave him my opinions. 

Hirano Kétoku, came to give me medical treatment. Kotoku, a 
tenth rank official in the Palace, specializes in acupuncture and 
massage. Yamada Akiyoshi and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. 
The German Helm? came over. I had three other visitors; three 
letters came. 


13 December 1875 Cloudy. Nomura Motosuke, Kuki Ryüichi 
(who came to consult me about the subsidy to middle schools by 
the Education Ministry), Yamagata Aritomo (who discussed the 
situation in the Kokura detachment and in the Yamaguchi de- 
tachment), and two other visitors came. 


14 December 1875 Fair. Inoue Sh6z6 (in regard to the woolens 
mill), Fujii Yasoe, Kinashi Sei’ichi (who went to investigate the 
prefectures in the San’yo and the San’in circuits, as well as the 
current situation in Yamaguchi prefecture, and gave me a de- 
tailed report), Miura Genchü, Sasaki Otoya, Masaki Motosuke, 
Miura Yoshisuke, Fukui Toyonoshin, Sugiyama Takatoshi, 
Shishido Tamaki, Ozaki Saburo, and Hirata Michiyoshi came 
to talk. Ito Hosei sent over a machine for electricity treat- 
ments, 

From the Imperial Palace I received a bottle of shdchii® liquor, 
which had been presented to the Emperor by the King of the 
Ryükyüs, and a jar? of tea. 


? Adolph Edward Theodor Helm (1843-1889) taught military science and the 
German language in Japan from 1869 to 1882. He was based in Wakayama domain 
from 1869 to 1871, thereafter in Yokohama or Tokyo, 

"Shocha is generally a low-grade alcoholic drink distilled from sweet potatoes 
or rice, 

" Tsubo iii, n pottery jar, 
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Three letters came. 


15 December 1875 Fair. Kinashi Sei'ichi, Miura Goro, Sugi 
Magoshichiro, Inoue Inseki, Okura Kihachi, Fujita Denzaburo, 
Masaki Motosuke, and Sasaki Otoya came to talk. Inoue Kaoru 
also came; and it has finally been decided that he will go to Korea 
with Kuroda. Not so long ago Kaoru tried to dissuade me from 
going to Korea. His contention was that if Choshü men did not 
have responsibility in this matter, it would provide leverage later 
to bring moderation to the Cabinet. If the Cabinet is out of 
balance, the nation will be put to a good deal of trouble. The 
reason I have felt obliged to take responsibility in this matter is 
that I was placed in a situation which made it unavoidable at 
the time of the political shift two months ago. From that time 
onward I was unable to alter my position, so I rejected the advice 
of Kaoru and other friends to pull out of the government, and 
resolved to go to Korea myself. Quite unexpectedly, however, on 
the 23rd of last month, I was seized with paralysis. At the time, 
when the government pressed me for an answer, I reported that 
I could not tell when I would recover; therefore, Imperial Coun- 
cilor Kuroda was suddenly ordered to Korea. The reason I had 
decided to act on my resolve was that I hoped for peace for the 
nation with all my might, and only wished to be entrusted with 
the responsibility even though it might cost me my life. I approve 
wholeheartedly of Kaoru's decision to go to Korea at this time, 
and his hopes for peace. The reasons he gave for checking my 
ideas previously, however, are quite at odds with his purpose in 
going to Korea now. I am upset by this tendency of changing 
one's mind constantly. 

Miyoshi Shigeomi, who is returning to Osaka soon, came over 
to talk. Four other visitors came. Kato Hiroyuki also came over. 


16 December 1875 Fair. Miyoshi Shigeomi, Saigo Shingo,!? 
Masaki Motosuke, Oka Sei’ichi, Okudaira Shosuke, Onda 
Jinsuke, and Kodama Jun’ichiro came to talk. Several other 
visitors. 


17 December 1875 Cloudy. Today was the first month death 
remembrance of my late younger sister, My mind turned to times 


10 Shingo was a childhood name of Saigo Trugumicht, 
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past, and sadness overwhelmed me throughout the day. Yamada 
Akiyoshi, Miura Yoshisuke, Miura Gord, Torio Koyata, Inoue 
Saiji, Inoue Shin’ichird, Okudaira Shosuke, and Kondo Yoshiki 
came to talk. Hirano Kotoku came to give me medical treatment. 
Today, bitterly cold. Two other visitors and five letters. 


18 December 1875 Rain. Ochiai Yüji and Sasaki Otoya came 
to talk. Kato Hiroyuki sent me his own translation of The History 
of the Origins of Constitutional Governments! and some cakes, in 
token of his sympathy. Masaki Motosuke and Onda Jinsuke came 
to talk. Its Gempaku and Nambu Kazumasa came to give me 
medical treatment. Itó Hirobumi’s letter arrived. Nomura Yasu- 
shi . . . [The following is blank.] 


19 December 1875 Fair. We did the year-end housecleaning 
today. 
A letter inquiring about my health arrived from Mr. So. 
Iwakura sent me the Regulations for Families of the Peerage! 
requesting that I give attention to them. Yamada Akiyoshi, Cho 
Sansu, and Okudaira Shosuke came to visit. 


20 December 1875 Fair. Hesaka Jimbei, Miura Yoshisuke, 
Katsumata Minoru, Nishimura Shigeki, Kodama Jun'ichiro, 
Nomura Yasushi, Matsuno Kon, Sasaki Otoya, and Onda 
Jinsuke came to talk. (Hesaka gave careful attention to my ideas 
on the course that the people of Yamaguchi prefecture ought to 
take; and Katsumata discussed matters relating to the Kyódo- 
gaisha. The two of them will depart tomorrow or the day after 
tomorrow.) Lord Mori Motonori came to consult me in regard 
to his household affairs and the Peers Hall. Three other visitors 
and three letters. (Among them was Hayashi Tomoyuki's letters 
enclosing intelligence on Maebara from an anonymous source.) 
I invited Hesaka and Amizo to Somei today. 

(Note) Hattori Ichizo came to visit; so I talked with him, as 
I had been requested to do, about Ochiai Shozó's son Yaji. We 
decided to have Yuji live at Ichizo’s place for the time being.13 


M Rikken seital kiritsu shi Vr WLM vr He 
18 Jehizokurui gió Joret = MENNA ENEA. 
1 Yaji became a kind of an apprentice to Lehivo, his patron, 
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21 December 1875 Fair. Kondo Yoshiki, Miura Goro, Yama- 
gata Aritomo, Sugi Magoshichiro, Miura Yoshisuke, Oka Mori- 
tomo, Kodama Shosuke, Shishido Tamaki, Oka Sei'ichi, Kodama 
Aijiro, Niiyama Shuntaro, Okudaira Shosuke, Kubo Bujizo, and 
Nashiba Tokioki came to talk. (A letter came to Yamagata from 
the Kokura garrison, reporting that Maebara had instigated his 
younger brother, Yamada Eitaro, who was serving at the garrison, 
to stir up the units there, and ended up by resigning from the 
service himself.) Three other visitors and two letters came. Oku- 
daira Shosuke came to talk. 


22 December 1875 Fair. Kodama Shosuke, Miura Yoshisuke 
(who departed today, and to whom I entrusted a letter to Yoshi- 
tomi), Aoe Hideru, Ochiai Yüji, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Akagawa 
Yüzo, Kitamura Chüemon, (who will return to Hagi soon), 
Matsuno Kan, Masaki Motosuke, Sasaki Otoya, Fujii Yasoe, and 
Okudaira Shosuke came to visit. A letter arrived from Inoue 
Kaoru; and I sent off a letter to Makimura. 

I had my nephew Hikotaro return to Hagi today, and I gave 
him instructions on holding a Buddhist service for my late 
younger sister Haruko in Hagi and on other family affairs. 


23 December 1875 Cloudy. Nambu Kazumasa came to give 
me medical treatment. Yamada Akiyoshi, Nomura Motosuke, 
Cho Azusa, Arichi Shinanojo, and Sasaki Otoya came to visit. 
A letter arrived from Yoshitomi Kan’ichi. 


24 December 1875 Fair. Inoue Kaoru (in regard to current 
political developments), Kashiwamura Makoto (on the manage- 
ment of the Lord's household at Takanawa), Fukubara Hozan, 
Sasaki Otoya, Masaki Motosuke, Sugi Magoshichiro, Inoue 
Shozo, Okudaira Shosuke, and Onda Jinsuke came to visit. 

Three other visitors and three letters. Tanaka, the Director, 4 
asked for a receipt for the money which Aoki Shüzo had received, 
so I handed it over to Tanaka's messenger. 


25 December 1875 Fair. Ando Gengoro, Yamada Akiyoshi, 
Ujie Tesuke, Inoue Sh6z6, Ito Jüzo, Fujii Yasoe, Oka Sei'ichi, 
Okudaira Shósuke, Inoue Shin'ichiró, Kasahara Shózó, and 


14 Tanaka Mitsuaki (1843-1939) was Director of Accounts, Department of War, 
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Onda Jinsuke came to visit. One letter. I handed over to Miura 
Genchü the bill of exchange which I had received from the War 
Ministry for Aoki.15 


26 December 1875 Fair. Fukuda Ihachi, Ise Kan, Hiraga 
Shunzo, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Fukubara Kyósuke, Sugi Magoshi- 
chiré, Inoue Inseki, Okudaira Shosuke, Oka Sei’ichi, Inoue 
Saiji, and Onda Jinsuke came to talk. In addition, four visitors 
and three letters. 


27 December 1875 Fair. Nambu Sei’ichi came to give me 
medical treatment. Yamao Yozo, Hinoki Ryosuke, Hattori 
Ichizo, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Yamada Akiyoshi, Onda Jinsuke, 
Shishido Tamaki, Fujii Yasoe, Naka ... (who will return to 
Yamaguchi prefecture soon, came here in regard to the high 
school),1® Katasura Michisuke (who came for the same purpose), 
Nagamatsu Miki (in regard to editing the paper) came to visit. 
I had two other visitors, and three letters came. Hirano Kotoku 
came to give me medical treatment. 


28 December 1875 Rain. Inoue Kaoru came to discuss my 
personal position and the current political situation. Moreover, 
Ito Hirobumi came to talk over my personal situation in some 
detail. Masaki Motosuke, Sasaki Otoya, Usui Yosuke, Shimaji 
Mokurai, Okudaira Shosuke, Onda Jinsuke, and Yamauchi 
Kyüsaburoó (who will return to Yamaguchi tomorrow) came 
to visit. In addition, four letters and two visitors. 

(Note) Yesterday Kaoru received official orders to go to Korea. 


29 December 1875 Fair. Inoue Kaoru came over as he is 
leaving for Osaka today; so we discussed the Korean problem 
again in detail. We decided that I should go to Korea also when 
I recover, if the situation warrants it then. Kaoru told me that 
he had argued for this with Ito Hirobumi and Yamagata Aritomo, 
so I told him of my determination to do it. I regret exceedingly 
that I cannot carry out my long-cherished desire on account of 
my illness. Today I was delighted to find that I am very close to 


Kaoru, in contrast to what has happened with some of my other 
1^ "Phe money was to be sent to Germany, 
10 This passage in unclear, 
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friends. Sasaki Otoya, Ozaki Saburo, Fukubara Mataichi, Tada 
Shinsaburo, Masaki Motosuke, Oka Yoshisuke, Sugi Magoshi- 
chiro, Miura Gord, and Okudaira Shosuke came to visit. Ito 
Hosei came to give me medical treatment. Okubo Toshimichi 
came to visit. Ga Noriyuki brought me his translation of The 
Spirit of Laws. In addition, three other visitors and four letters. 


30 December 1875 Fair. I sent two letters to Inoue Kaoru, and 
letters to Yoshitomi Kan'ichi, Nakano Goichi, and my nephew 
Hikotaro. A letter arrived also from Yoshitomi. Oka Sei’ichi, 
Yamada Akiyoshi, Okudaira Shosuke, and Shimaji Mokurai came 
to visit. Ito Hirobumi came to talk (about the current political 
situation, and about what Inoue had told him), as did Yamagata 
Aritomo (about current affairs), Eight other visitors and eight 
more letters. 


31 December 1875 Fair. Nomura Motosuke came to visit 
(about matters in the Education Ministry), as did Shimaji Mo- 
kurai, Shishido Tamaki, Sugi Magoshichiro, Endo Kinsuke, 
Kondo Yoshiki, Cho Kei,!? Sugiyama Takatoshi, Kubo Hidekage, 
Torio Koyata, Masaki Motosuke, Sasaki Otoya, Okudaira 
Shosuke, and Onda Jinsuke came to visit. In addition, two other 
visitors and four letters. 


V Cho Kel ia another name used by Chó Sansu, 


Meiji 9 1876 


January 


1 January 1876 Splendid weather. I felt a little better this 
morning. Because I am in mourning this New Year’s, I arose 
early, and worshipped the Imperial Palace from afar to pay my 
sincerest respects, as is customary.! More than thirty people came 
to offer New Year's greetings at my home including Ito Hirobumi, 
Yamao Yozo, Okubo Toshimichi, Yamagata Aritomo, Torio 
Koyata, Shishido Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, and Kawaji To- 
shiyoshi. 


2 January 1876 Fair. More than thirty people came to offer 
New Year’s greetings including Prince Nishina, Prince Higashi- 
fushimi, Hayashi Tomoyuki, Cho Kei, Miura Gord, Arichi 
Shinanojo (who will go to Korea soon), Lord Kikkawa, Fifth 
Court Rank, Junior Grade, and Tamano Seiri. Okudaira Sho- 
suke, Yamamoto Seijüro, Hayashi Sansuke, and Onda Jinsuke 
came to talk at night. 


3 January 1876 Fair. Lord Mori, Prince Mototoshi, Gotsuji 
Shikibunosuke, and fifty other people came to extend New Year's 
greetings. Cho Sansu, Ito Hirobumi, Oka Sei'ichi, and Okudaira 
Shosuke came to talk. Ito Hosei came to give me medical treat- 
ment. 

I sent New Year's greetings to the Ministers of England, the 
United States, Germany, Russia, France, and Italy; and letters 
to Kuroda Kiyotaka, Ito Hirobumi, and Hayashi Tomoyuki. 


4 January 1876 Fair. Those coming to extend New Year's 
greetings were Prince Fushimi, Prince Nishina, Mori Genko, 
Sasaki Takayuki, Kuroda Kiyotaka (who came to take leave as 


! When a close relative dies (in this case Kido's younger sister), one does not go out 
to celebrate the following New Year, nor does he go to the Palace, but sends a card 
of apology for being in mourning, 
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he will sail for Korea on the 6th),? Mutsu Munemitsu, Takada 
Katsumasa (who has arrived here recently from the Hiroshima 
garrison), Fukubara Hogan, and twenty others. Shoda Tansai 
came to talk. (I met him in Shimonoseki last year; he and his 
wife are on their way back from China.) 


5 January 1876 Fair. More than twenty persons came to extend 
New Year's greetings. 

Today was the fiftieth day? since my younger sister's death, so 
we held memorial services for her. Yamao Y6z6 and more than 
ten others attended. 

Arichi Shinanojo who will leave for Korea tomorrow came to 
bid farewell. 


6 January 1876 Cloudy. Saigo Tsugumichi and twenty others 
came to visit. One letter. 


7 January 1876 Fair. Fukubara Mataichi came to discuss the 
recent situation in Hagi castletown. I sent letters to Minister 
Aoki, Katsura Taro, and Nakai Kozo. Ito Hirobumi, Sugi Mago- 
shichiro, Oyama Iwao, and eighteen others came to visit. Kashi- 
wamura Makoto came to discuss the management of the Taka- 
nawa mansion. Yamagata Aritomo came to visit; and we talked 
over old times until the cock's crow announced daylight. 

I reported to the government that I am now going out oc- 
casionally for walks to build up my strength. 

Yamao Jötarð came to bid farewell as he is going to America 
soon for the exposition.4 


8 January 1876 Fair. Ando Gengoró reported to me about the 
current situation in Tatebayashi.5 Prince Yamashina, Prince 
Nishina, Oki Takato, Hijikata Hisamoto, Sugi Magoshichiró, 
Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Matsukata Masayoshi, and fifteen other 
visitors came. 

The English Minister Parkes came to visit. 


? Kuroda had been appointed to head the diplomatic mission which was to negotiate 
a settlement of the Kanghwa Incident of 1875, and bring about the opening of Korea, 

3 It was the forty-ninth day by Western count. 

^ This refers to the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia at which the Japanese 
exhibit of arts and crafts launched a vogue for things Japanese in the United States, 

5 Tatebayashi was located in modern Gumma prefecture, 3 
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Letters arrived from Inoue Kaoru and Kunishige Masafumi. 
Hasegawa Shigekichi brought them over. Inoue must be sailing 
today. 

I went to Wakabayashi to worship at my sister's grave after 10 
today. On the way back I took a short rest at Inoue Shin'ichiro's 
villa. It was my first trip out in fifty days; because of my fatigue 
perhaps, I did not sleep well. 


9 January 1876 Fair. Katsura Michihiro (who will return to 
Yamaguchi prefecture soon), Hijikata Kenkichi, Sugi Magoshi- 
chiro, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Kodama Jun'ichiro, Hattori Ichizo, 
Okudaira Shosuke, Yamada Akiyoshi, Sasaki Otoya, and Masaki 
Motosuke came to talk. 

A letter arrived from Hayashi Tomoyuki reporting that an 
assassin by the name of Kodama has been arrested.9 In addition, 
two other visitors and one letter. Kondo Yoshiki came to visit. 

The other day the Office of Ceremonies? notified me of the 
topic for the New Year's Imperial Poetry Competition—"*A View 
of the Mountain in the New Year"; and today I composed a 
poem under that title: 

The people look up at the mountain 
Hoping that the sound of the music will be soothing 
On the morn of this New Year.8 

(Note) A telegram came from Inoue Kaoru today reporting 

that he is sailing from Kobe at 2 a.m. today. 


10 January 1876 Heavy snow. Hasegawa Shigeomi (who left 
for Kyoto today brought over Kunishige’s recent letter, and a 
picture album [photographs]), Nambu Kazumasa, Sasaki Otoya, 
Okudaira Shosuke, Hayashi Sansuke (who came to talk about 
the arrest of Kodama), Yamamoto Seijüro, Fujii Yasoe, and Onda 


Jinsuke came to talk. Two letters. 


11 January 1876 Snow. Masaki Taizo came to talk. Inoue 
Kaoru's telegram arrived, reporting that his ship stopped in Shi- 
monoseki for a short while at 9 a.m. yesterday. Fukubara Mata- 


" Perhaps this was a potential assassin of Kido. 

4 Shikiburyd INWE. 

"The mountain is the Emperor; the people hope for peace in Korea; the soothing 
musie would be renmurance of that, 
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ichi and Tada Tatsunosuke came to visit. Tada is returning to 
Yamaguchi prefecture tomorrow, so I gave him some money for 
travel expenses. The two of them left Tokyo in connection with 
the political situation in Yamaguchi prefecture. Onda Jinsuke, 
Oka Sei'ichi, and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. Oka stayed 
for the night. In addition, one more visitor and once letter. 


12 January 1876 Fair. Kawano Michinobu, Hattori Ichizo, 
Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Okudaira Shosuke, Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Shishido Tamaki, and Kodama Jun'ichiro came to talk. Nambu 
Kazumasa came to give me medical treatment. 


13 January 1876 Kodama Shosuke, Fujii Yasoe, Oka Sei’ichi, 
Miura Gord, Masaki Motosuke, Sasaki Oto, and Yamada Akiyo- 
shi came to talk. Ito Gempaku came to give me medical treatment. 
In response to a letter from Saigo Tsugumichi, Matsu and 
Chütaroó went to the State Reception Hall to see the articles 
selected for the exposition? Four letters came from abroad. 
I composed a poem on plum blossoms in a vase to send to Itó 
Hirobumi along with a branch of winter plum blossoms: 
Who has snapped off this branch? 
Inside the vase it recaptures a touch of spring. 
Why argue about whose tree it is? 
My heart, though chilled, remains unchanged.!° 


14 January 1876 Fair. Inoue Shozo (in regard to personal 
matters), Yamagata Aritomo, Sasaki Otoya, Sugi Magoshichiré, 
and Hattori Ichizd came to visit. In addition, I had two other 
visitors; and three letters arrived. Inoue Kaoru’s letter came from 
Kobe. 


15 January 1876 Fair. Kodama Jun'ichiro came to talk (about 
money matters), and Inoue Inseki, Yamada Akiyoshi, Ozaki 
Saburo, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Miura Gord, Kodama Shósuke, 
Oka Seiichi, Onda Jinsuke, and Kasahara Shozo also came. In 
addition, two other visitors and one letter came. Nakajima Sako 


? This refers again to the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, 
10 A likely interpretation of the poem is; The post of envoy to Korea has been stolen 
from Kido; but why worry about the thief? The plum blossom will be as pure as every 
the determination to bring peace is unchanged, 
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who has returned to Tokyo sent over a present. Amamiya Chühei 
(brought back 1,890 ryé from Kawase Shinko). 


16 January 1876 Fair. Nambu Kazumasa came to give me 
medical treatment. Fukubara Mataichi, Nomura Yasushi, Miura 
Goro, Nomura Motosuke, Shishido Tamaki, Kodama Shosuke, 
Sugi Magoshichiro, Oka Sei'ichi, and Okudaira Shosuke came 
to talk. 

I received a report that Koma Rinnosuke's wife (Hirosawa's 
daughter whose marriage I arranged with Koma last year) had 
a safe delivery of her child last night. I sent Matsu to be with her. 

(Note) I sent letters to Nakano Goichi, and Yoshitomi Kan'ichi. 


17 January 1876 Fair. Yamagata Aritomo talked with me for 
a long time about the Korean problem. He will go to Osaka on 
the 19th. Sasaki Otoya, Inoue Saiji, Okudaira Shosuke, Yama- 
moto Jüsuke (about his personal affairs), Onda Jinsuke, and 
Okudaira Shosuke came to visit. Masaki Motosuke and Sasaki 
Otoya came over with Sekiguchi Ryükichi.! Sekiguchi has re- 
cently been appointed Governor of Yamaguchi. He will be leaving 
for Yamaguchi prefecture soon, so I told him of the political 
situation in Yamaguchi, and gave him my opinions about it in 
some detail. 

Lord Mori Motonori came to consult me in regard to his 
household affairs. 


18 January 1876 Cloudy. Those who came to talk were Oka 
Sei'ichi (having been informed by Okudaira last year of Gotsuji's 
false charge, I reported the matter to Prince Sanjo; and Oka 
came in regard to this), Sufu Kanatsuchi (who recently returned 
from England), Onda Jinsuke, and Kodama Jun’ichird came to 
talk. 

The two envoys, Kuroda and Inoue, dispatched a telegram 
from Pusan Bay requesting the sending of two battalions as soon 


!! Sekiguchi Ryükichi (1836-1889) served as Governor of Yamaguchi Prefecture for 
years. He belonged to a hatamoto family in service to the Bakufu, and in 1868 moved to 
Suruga province with the retiring Shogun. After serving in a variety of posts including 
that of Deputy Governor of Yamagata Prefecture, he was transferred to Yamaguchi 
in 1875, There he gained prestige through his prompt suppression of the Hagi Rising 
of 1876 and the Machida Rising of 1877, In 1889 he was killed in a train wreck at the 
comparatively young age of fifty-four, 
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as possible to serve as their guard. But it is difficult to put this 
request into effect right now, for it is in conflict with the purport 
of our declarations to the foreign powers. The decision was made, 
therefore, to send Nomura Yasushi with a message that the envoys 
should go to Kanghwa in accordance with the previous Cabinet 
decision. Nomura came to report this to me; and he said that he 
will depart tomorrow. I entrusted him with a letter to Inoue. 

Kawabe ... was responsible for leaking a confidential matter 
recently, so I gave him a stern lecture.!? 


19 January 1876 Cloudy, then clear. Those who came to talk 
were Kunisada Rempei (on Meito prefecture matters), Sasaki 
Otoya, Masaki Motosuke, Onda Jinsuke, Aston— Secretary, the 
English Legation, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Okudaira Shosuke, and 
Sugi Magoshichiro. Shidoda Saburo who recently returned from 
Europe came to visit. 

Several letters arrived. Yamagata Aritomo left for Osaka this 
morning. 

(Note) Early this morning, rain. 


20 January 1876 Cloudy, then clear. Utsumi Tadakatsu and 
Yoshitomi Kan'ichi sent me letters. Oka Sei'ichi, Yamamoto 
Seijüro, and Sugiyama Takatoshi came to visit. Nambu Kazumasa 
came to give me medical treatment. Prince Sanjo honored me 
with his visit; and we discussed the Korean problem and other 
matters in some detail. 

I went to my Somei villa around 5. Onda Jinsuke also came. 
I sent letters to Nakano Goichi and Yoshitomi Kan'ichi. 


21 January 1876 Cloudy. Shishido Tamaki, Okudaira Sho- 
suke, Masaki Motosuke, Sasaki Otoya, and Seiho came to visit. 
Everybody except Shishido stayed for the night. 


22 January 1876 Cloudy. A letter arrived from Makimura 
Masanao. Okudaira departed. Several other letters arrived. 


23 January 1876 A big snow fall. All my guests, Sasaki, Masaki, 


1? Kawabe leaked Kido's October 1875 memorial to Prince Sanjo, probably relating 
to dismissal of Shimazu Hisamitsu from his post as Minister of the Left, There is a 
reference to this in the 25 October 1875 diary entry, 
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Seiho, and Onda left. In the afternoon I also went home by car- 
riage with Chütaro. The roads were extremely muddy, giving the 
carriage driver a very hard time. I received letters from Nakano 
Goichi, Ueyama Kiyonari, Yoshida Uichi, and Miura Yoshisuke 
(in regard to the Kyodo-gaisha's connections with Nakano and 
Yoshida.) I received Inoue Kaoru's letter from Pusan dated the 
18th. (Since we do not have detailed knowledge of the internal 
political situation in Korea, it is exremely difficult to discern what 
is happening there.) I received letters from Major General Mi- 
yoshi, Yoshitomi Kan'ichi, and Hayashi Tomoyuki. Okuda 
Shosuke and Onda Jinsuke came to talk. 


24 January 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Kamishiro 
Sadasuke, Fukubara Mataichi (I advised Mataichi to begin to 
study law in the near future, and I decided to contribute ten yen 
per month to his support for a year), Sugiyama Takatoshi, Sugi 
Magoshichiro, Hattori Ichizo, and Okudaira Shosuke. Matsu- 
bara Fujio came to discuss the situation in Yamaguchi prefecture, 
and to give me the inside story on the Bureau for Shizoku Industry 
there. Two other visitors and one letter came. 


25 January 1876 Cloudy, and a little snow. Those who came to 
talk were Yamada Akiyoshi (in regard to the Justice Ministry), 
Masaki Motosuke, Kanetsune ... (who has come to Tokyo re- 
cently in connection with the police in Yamaguchi prefecture), 
Oka Sei’ichi, Sufu Kanatsuchi (who will return to Yamaguchi 
prefecture tomorrow), Okudaira Shosuke, and Onda Jinsuke. 
Ito Hirobumi came to talk about the situation inside the govern- 
ment and the latest reports from Korea. I sent letters to Yamagata 
Aritomo, Nakano Goichi, and Yoshitomi Kan'ichi. 


26 January 1876 Wind and snow. Fukubara Mataichi, Oku- 
daira Shosuke, Onda Jinsuke, Torio Koyata, and Oka Sei'ichi 
came to talk (Torio brought a very rare scroll). I wrote a letter 
to Makimura Masanao. One other visitor and a letter came. 


27 January 1876 A blizzard raged. Snow drifted in through the 
gaps between the wooden sliding doors. Hiraoka Michiyoshi came 
to talk (in regard to building plans); and Onda Jinsuke and 
Okudaira Shósuke also came to confer with me. 
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28 January 1876 Fair. Sugi Magoshichiro, Yamao Yozo, Fuku- 
bara Kyosuke, Okudaira Shosuke, and Onda Jinsuke came to 
talk. Usui Yosuke called as he is returning to his prefecture soon. 
Fukubara Mataichi has made a promise to remain in Tokyo this 
year to study translated works on law, and to abstain from liquor, 
so I have undertaken to give him assistance in the amount of ten 
yen per month, the first ten yen of which I turned over to Yosuke 
(for Fukubara). (I paid the full sum this month; next month his 
friends are each supposed to begin to help a little bit.) Two letters 
from Aoki Shüzo, sent from Germany on November 12, arrived. 


29 January 1876 Heavy snow. Those who came to visit were 
Cho Sansu, Okudaira Shosuke, Sugi Magoshichiro, Sugiyama 
Takatoshi, Shishido Tamaki (Cho on editing; Shishido on under- 
cover work, and Sugiyama on an old Buddhist scripture), and 
Kodama Sei'ichiro came to visit. 

(Note) This is the heaviest snowfall I have seen in twenty years 
in Tokyo where I spend three fourths of my time. 


30 January 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Kimura 
Genzo (who has recently returned from Kyoto), Yamao Yozo, 
Yamada Akiyoshi, Kodama Jun'ichiro, Sato Motokari (who has 
come in from Kyoto recently as he departs for the American 
Exposition before long), Watanabe Noboru, Miura Goro, Naga- 
matsu Bunsuke, and Kawakita Shunsuke came to talk. (I felt 
obliged to admonish Kawakita because of the rumor which is 
floating around, so I talked with him at great length tonight.) 


31 January 1876 Fair. Fujii Yasoe, Inoue Inseki, Hayashi 
Sansuke (concerning the gang of scoundrels), Masaki Motosuke, 
Sasaki Otoya, Kodama Shosuke, Oka Sei'ichi, Sugiyama Taka- 
toshi, Ozaki Saburo (in regard to the house of Sanjo), Onda 
Jinsuke, and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. In addition, several 
other visitors came. Nomura Yasushi sent me a letter from Shimo- 
moseki. He reported that he would go to Pusan first, then go to 
see the envoys. 


February 


1 February 1876 Cloudy. Sekiguchi Ryükichi will leave for 
Yamaguchi tomorrow, so he came to talk with me; and I gave 
him my opinions on the situation there. Nambu Kazumasa came 
to give me medical treatment. Kunisada Yasuhei and Hayashi 
Tomoyuki called during my absence. At 1 I went out to Sugiyama 
Takatoshi's. Kata Yasoe brought over some scrolls of calligraphy 
and painting; and I looked them over carefully. On my return 
I stopped to visit Hiraoka Michiyoshi, and reached home at 7. 
Yamamoto Jüsuke came over. I have been serving as go-between 
to arrange his adoption by Mori Motoichi, so he will leave for 
Yamaguchi tomorrow to have an interview with Motoichi. 
I entrusted him with a letter to Motoichi, and a letter to Kinashi 
Shin'ichi in regard to matters on which I have petitioned. Oku- 
daira Shosuke came to talk. In addition, three visitors and three 
letters came. 


2 February 1876 Cloudy, then fair. Those who came to talk 
were Sugiyama Takatoshi (in regard to calligraphy and paint- 
ing), Cho Sansu, Ito Hirobumi (on the Korean problem and the 
debts of the Sanjo family), and Onda Jinsuke. Masaki Motosuke 
and Sasaki Otoya will return to Yamaguchi prefecture soon, so 
they came by to take leave of me, and stayed the night. I gave my 
opinions on the situation to them. 

Letters arrived from Kinashi Shin'ichi, my nephew Hikotaro, 
Katsura Taro, and Ozaki Saburo. I dispatched a letter to Hiko- 
taro. 


3 February 1876 Fair, Kodama Shosuke, Miura Gord, Fujii 
Yasoe, Kawachi Naokata, Okudaira Shósuke, and Onda Jinsuke 
came to talk, Masaki and Sasaki left around 11. Miura Yoshisuke 
reported to me on the recent political situation in Hagi castle- 
town, 
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4 February 1876 Fair. Those who came to visit were Kashi- 
wamura Makoto (on the debts of the house of Sanjo), Watanabe 
Noboru, Katori Motohiko, Sugi Magoshichiro, Hiraoka Michi- 
yoshi, and Nambu Kazumasa. A letter arrived from Makimura 
Masanao. I sent letters to Aoki Shüzo, Katsura Taro, and Kawase 
Shinko through Assistant Minister Samejima. 


5 February 1876 Fair. Those who came to visit were Kusaka 
Yoshio, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Kawachi Naokata, Yamada 
Akiyoshi, Okura Kihachi (concerning Narushima), Assistant 
Minister Kodama, Kodama Jun'ichiro, Okudaira Shosuke, and 
Onda Jinsuke. Ga Noriyuki brought over his translation of 
The Spirit of Laws. Hiraoka Michiyoshi . . . went with me to look 
for some land to build my new house. T'wo other visitors came. 


6 February 1876 Fujii Yasoe came to talk. Miura Goro brought 
over a landscape painting scroll by Teng Tien-liang! who was 
patronized by the K'ang-hsi Emperor. In addition, three other 
visitors came. I did calligraphy on the pieces of silk which 
Kawachi Naokata and Sekiguchi Ryükichi have entrusted to 
me. 

After 3 I visited Shisido Tamaki; and we went together to call 
on Yamada Akiyoshi. 


7 February 1876 Those who came to visit were Watanabe 
Noboru, Kawachi Naokata, Okura Kihachi (concerning Naru- 
shima), Okudaira Shosuke, and Kodama Jun'ichiro. Watanabe 
and Kawabe will soon assume their appointed posts. Amamiya 
Chühei brought a young wild boar as a present from Egawa. 
Three letters came. Yamagata Aritomo sent me a letter from 
Shimonoseki. Moridera Tsunenori came to talk about personal 
matters. I sent a letter to Miura Yoshisuke. 


8 February 1876 Fair. Ando Gengoro brought over the 
memorial to the government. Miura Goro and Onda Jinsuke came 
by. I went to Sugi Magoshichiro's with Goro. (I had made the 


1 Teng Tien-liang fip5rsp. 

? K'ang-hsi jit, The K’ang-hsi Emperor (b. 1654, r. 1661-1722) was the second 
ruler of the Ch'ing dynasty, and one of the great emperors of Chinese history, See 
Jonathan Spence, Emperor of China (New York, Knoph, 1974), j 
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appointment several days ago; and I tried walking outside for the 
first time since the snow fell.) I returned home at 10. Four other 
visitors and one letter came. 


9 February 1876 Fair. Sato Yozo, Narazaki Tonoe, Miura 
Goro, Nagayo Sensai, Sugi Magoshichiro, Okudaira Shosuke, 
and Onda Jinsuke came to visit. I had five other visitors, and six 
letters came. My correspondence is voluminous. Nambu Kazu- 
masa came to give me medical treatment. I sent a letter to Maki- 
mura Kunishige. 


10February 1876 Cloudy. Those who came to visit were Kusa- 
ka Yoshio (on financial matters), Ando Gengoro (on the Justice 
Ministry), Nomura Motosuke (who reports that he will soon de- 
part to inspect the schools in Kyushu, the San'yo, and the San'in 
regions), Hirosawa Hironobu (on Korea), Yamada Akiyoshi, and 
Torio Koyata. Two letters came. A letter arrived from Katsuma- 
ta Minoru in regard to the affairs of the Kyodo-gaisha. 


11 February 1876 Fair. Kondo Yoshiki, Kubo Bujizo, Oka 
Moritomo, Koma Rinnosuke, Matsuoka Yuki, Assistant Imperial 
Household Minister Sugi, and Onda Jinsuke came to talk. In the 
evening I tried walking with Sugi; and we went to Yamada’s. 
A letter arrived from Ito Hirobumi. Kondo tells me that he is at 
his wit’s end about what to do about two poems on Saigo 
Kichinosuke and Katsura Kogoro requested by the Emperor.’ 


12 February 1876 Fair. Yamamoto Seijüro, Mori Hirosukeno- 
shin, Fukubara Kazusuke, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Ozaki Saburo, 
Shishido Tamaki, Kodama Jun'ichiro, Matsuno Kan, and 
Okudaira Shósuke came to talk. Matsubara Fujio came to discuss 
the economic rehabilitation of the shizoku in Hagi; and I gave him 
my views on the matter. How long it has been since I first started 
to worry about this matter! Two other visitors came; and Nambu 
Kazumasa came to give me medical treatment. 


3 Saigo Kichinosuke was, of course, Saigo Takamori; and Katsura Kogoro was the 
early name of Kido himself, The flamboyant, sword-wielding Katsura Kogoró seemed 
almost a different person. from Kido, the Meiji bureaucrat, Presumably the poems 
were to refer to. partisan. activities on behalf of Emperor loyalism when these two 
names were used, 
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13 February 1876 Snow. Hattori Ichizo, Okudaira Shosuke, 
and Onda Jinsuke came to talk. T'wo letters came. I sent letters to 
Kinashi Shin'ichi, Sasaki Otoya, and Yatomi Goroemon. 


14 February 1876 Fair. Fujii Yasoe, Kanetsune ... (who 
consulted me about police problems), Sugi Magoshichiro, Ko- 
dama Shosuke, Miura Gord, Nakajima Saki, and Okudaira Sho- 
suke came to talk. 

Ito Hirobumi sent around the papers on Minister Mori's 
negotiations in China about the Korean crisis. One other letter 
came. 


15 February 1876 Fair. Kodama Shosuke, Yasukawa Shige- 

nari, and Sugi Magoshichiro came to visit. Kita Shigeru who has 

come up to Tokyo recently came to talk. Two letters arrived. I 

went to Yamada Akiyoshi's in the evening at his invitation. 

Shishido, Okudaira, Kodama, Sugi, and Sutoku were present. 
(Note) Nomura Motosuke. 


16 February 1876 Fair. Hayashi Tomoyuki, Shimada Sukeshi- 
chi, Shirane Tasuke, Yamao Yozo, Okudaira Shosuke, Sugi 
Magoshichiro, and Torio Koyata came to talk. Nambu Kazu- 
masa came to give me medical treatment. Seven Ryükyüans with 
the rank of Oyakata, Kumoi, or above came to talk. One other 
visitor arrived. Four letters came. Takasugi Tanji who has 
recently come to Tokyo was here with his daughter to visit. 


17 February 1876 Fair. Kusaka Yoshio, Shishido Tamaki, 
Oka Yoshisuke, Hiroaka Michiyoshi, Okura Kihachiro, and 
Okudaira Shosuke came to visit. Sewaki Toshihito brought Muto 
Heigaku over to talk. Muto has frequently gone to Vladivostok 
in Russian territory; and I want to hear more about the place, 
so he promised to come back here. 

Three other visitors and three letters came. Nomura Yasushi's 
letter sent from the Trade Office^ in Pusan reached me. (The 
letter was mailed on the first of this month.) His ship was an- 
chored in Tsüshima for five or six days on account of adverse 
winds. It appears that he left for Kanghwa after reaching Pusan, 
I assume that the embassy’s arrival was also delayed on account of 


A Soryókan. WENT 
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the storm. Yokoyama Magoichiro sent me a bookstand from 
England in the care of Shida Saburo. 


18 February 1876 Cloudy. Fujii Yasoe came to talk. After 1 
I visited Nomura Motosuke in the company of Sugi Magoshichiro; 
Shishido Tamaki and Yamada Akiyoshi joined us to go by boat 
to the Hirakiyoro in Fukagawa. Motosuke will soon leave for a 
tour of inspection of the school districts in Kyushu and in the 
Samin and San'yo regions, so we held a farewell saké party for 
him. Our group composed a joint seven-syllable Chinese poem 
in his honor. At 9 we returned to Nomura's; and I came back 
home at 11. Four visitors and five letters came during my 
absence. At night, rain. 


19 February 1876 Fair. Fujii Yasoe and Sugiyama Takatoshi 
came to talk. Itd’s letter came. I caught a cold last night, so I 
stayed in bed all day. 


20 February 1876 Fair. Fujii Yasoe, Okudaira Shosuke, and 
Onda Jinsuke came to talk. I discussed the management of 
household affairs at the Takanawa mansion with Shishido 
Tamaki and Sugi Magoshichiro. An Englishman named Dallas® 
came to visit. Two letters arrived. 


21 February 1876 Fair. Nambu Kazumasa came to give me 
medical treatment. Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Miura Goro, Kawase 
Hideji, Kodama Jun'ichiro, Otori Sesso, Okudaira Shosuke, and 
Onda Jinsuke came to visit. Two other callers came. I sent a letter 
to Nomura Motosuke, and enclosed three poems which we com- 
posed jointly at his farewell party: 
It is but human to find even a short 
separation painful. 
We can only instruct your walking stick to 
return by the agreed date without fail. 


5 Charles Henry Dallas (1841-1894) was employed at the Kojokan in the former 


Yonezawa domain as a teacher of English as well as of economics and mathematics. 
His paper on “The Yonezawa Dialect” appeared in the Transactions of the Asiatic Society 
of Japan in June 1875, Dallas, who lived in Japan from 1864 to 1885, was seriously 
injured in an attack of 23 November 1870 by xenophobic samurai when he was 
employed at the Daigaku Nanko in Tokyo as an English teacher, Rainichi Seivo Jimmei 
Jiten, 223, 
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That would be the month of March, 
the time of spring breezes, 
the most delightful season of the year. 
Knowing your destination, we find no need 
to wax poetic any further. 


May the Imperial Inspectors weep 
for the people's hard life! 
That the Imperial reforms may permeate the 
four corners of the land. 
Passed down to those who labor together 
in field and in forest. 
May I myself someday bring the Imperial purpose 
to the remote reaches of the land. 


It seems that the river below and the boundless 
clouds above lament their separation; 

As pleasure pavilions project dim lights 
here and there along the water. 

Therein men of like mind gather, their talk never 
ceasing; 

Likewise, let our boat ride through the night 
in the spring rain go on forever. 


22 February 1876 Cloudy. Kanetsune Shunsuke, Oka Sei’ichi, 
Yamada Akiyoshi, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Onda Jinsuke, and Oku- 
daira Shosuke came to talk. (Oka Seisuke said that he had 
returned from Noto® day before yesterday.) Yamamoto Jūsuke 
returned from Yamaguchi, reporting that he and Mori Motoichi 
had reached an agreement to be father and son. A letter arrived 
from Motoichi thanking me for my services as go-between. 

Saigd Tsugumichi will leave for the exposition at Philadelphia 
in America tomorrow, so he sent a messenger to bid me farewell. 
(Saigo is the director of the Japanese exhibit at the exposition.) 
Yamagata Aritomo sent me a letter from Shimonoseki. 

A letter came from Miura Yoshisuke. 


23 February 1876 Snow. Nambu Kazumasa came to give me 


* Noshii fjEJl| was Noto province on the Sea of Japan, in modern Ishikawa pres 
fecture, 
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medical treatment. Okudaira Shosuke came to visit. One letter 
arrived. 


23 February 1876 Fair. Three letters came. Kodama Shosuke 
and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk; and Kodama stayed for the 
night. Nambu Kazumasa came to give me medical treatment. 


25 February 1876 Fair, then rain. Those who came to talk 
were Kusaka Yoshio (on financial matters), Matsubara Fujio 
(on shizoku economic rehabilitation), Nohara Hachiroemon, 
Sugi Magoshichiro, Hiroaka Michiyoshi, Hinoki Ryosuke, Inoue 
Shin'ichiro, Kodama Jun'ichiro, Onda Jinsuke, and Okudaira 
Shosuke. Three letters and one visitor came. 

Today was the 100th day since the death of my younger sister; 
so we held a small service for her. 

A letter arrived from Kumano Kuro requesting my calligraphy 
in a frame for the Ishikawa prefectural exposition. 

I was ordered to prepare calligraphy in a frame for the small 
pavilion which was newly built in the plum grove of the Imperial 
Household Ministry, so I wrote the three characters for “Pavilion 
of Fragrance in the Cold.”? At Tokudaiji’s request I did the two 
characters for “Hidden Truth."? I returned to Ito the painting 
and calligraphy which had been requested by Ono. 


26 February 1876 Rain, then fair. Fuji Yasoe, Okudaira 
Shosuke, Nakamura Takayoshi, Hayashi Sansuke, Shishido Ta- 
maki, and Miura Goro came to talk. Sewaki Toshihito came over 
to talk, accompanied by Muto Heigaku. Muto has lived in Vladi- 
vostok for four years; and he is conversant with the situation 
there; so we listened to him talk about the place this evening. 


27 February 1876 Fair. Matsubara Fujio came to talk about 
the manufacture of silk yarn in Hagi. At 1 I went up to the 
Imperial Houschold Ministry for an audience with the Emperor. 
On withdrawing I went to see Oki, Okubo, Ito, and Sanjo; 
but all of these men were out. Only Minister of the Right Iwakura 


? Kankotel seje. Plum Blossom Pavilion is an alternate translation, as the fra- 
grance is that of the bloom which appears while the snow is on the ground. 


? Hoshin WON 
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was at his place. I then called on Inoue Kaoru who was not in, 
and went to the Seishoji temple to pay my respects to the late 
Imperial Councilor Hirosawa. Today was the fifth anniversary 
of his death. I returned home before 6; and Fukubara Hozan and 
Suzukawa Shinzo came to talk. Hozan stayed for the night. We 
discussed the revision of the criminal code and other matters. 
Three other visitors came. 


28 February 1876 Fair. Otsu Shiroemon came by to report 
that he has arrived in Tokyo recently. Just as in the old days he 
is drunk day and night. In the past I have admonished him 
frequently for his heavy drinking; and I brought up the matter 
again today. From his account I gained an understanding of the 
situation in Hagi castletown. Around 1 I paid courtesy calls on 
Princes Fushimi, Higashifushimi, and Yamashina in return for 
their visits to me during my illness in January. I then called on 
Kawaji, but he was absent. I visited Oyama Yasuka who has 
recently moved from his old house; and I called on Ito Hirobumi 
with whom I talked for several hours. On the way back I visited 
. and Kusumoto, and entrusted them with the house lot. I 
returned home at 9, and immediately went to visit Shishido 
Tamaki. Yamada, Sugi, and several others were there. I returned 
home to go to bed at 12. In addition, I had four visitors and two 
letters. I returned the local account books® to Nambu Hirohiko. 


29 February 1876 Fair. Yamada Akiyoshi came to talk about 
the affairs of the Justice Ministry. I went to the Shiba Detached 
Palace after 11 on invitation. Those who had the honor of partak- 
ing luncheon with, and of conversing with, His Majesty the 
Emperor were the Prime Minister, the Minister of the Right, 
the Imperial Councilors, the Department Ministers, and the 
officials of chokunin rank in the Imperial Household Ministry. The 
Emperor left at 2. I then went to the Takanawa mansion with 
Sugi and Shishido for the appointment which we made several 
days ago; and I gave them my opinions in regard to management 
of the household. I dined with Lord Mori Motonori and Lady 
Mori, and returned home at 8. On the way back a passerby was 
accidently hit and injured by a horse pulling my carriage on the 


© Ghihó Kanjo Shosho Ny Jj Ml WEE 
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Kanasugi Bridge. We went to the Shiba branch police station, 
therefore, where Matataro reported the accident. Sugi was in the 
carriage with me; and he was the first to talk with the policeman. 
Those who came to talk were Fukubara Mataichi (to whom 
I handed his ten ry), Miura Heijüro, Minomura Riemon, Oka 
Sei'ichi, Torio Koyata, Onda Jinsuke, and Okudaira Kazuma. 


March 


1 March 1876 Fair. I sent a letter to Tanaka Fujimaro in 
regard to my house lot. At 10 I went to my villa in Somei, and 
returned home at 4. From there I went to see Sugi Magoshichiro; 
Shishido Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, and Okudaira Nisui were 
also present. We drank farewell to our host since he is leaving for 
Kyoto soon. I returned home at 12. 

Prince Sanjo, Ito Hirobumi, and Okubo Toshimichi reported 
to me that a telegram came from Shimonoseki, reporting that 
our envoys Inoue and Kuroda had signed a treaty at Kanghwa 
in Korea on the 27th of last month, and had left there by ship 
on the 28th. There is a report that they have already arrived in 
Shimonoseki tonight. In addition, three visitors and four letters 
came, 


2 March 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Shioda Yoshio 
(about Tada Sodo), Oka Moritomo, Nambu Kazumasa, Kusaka 
Yoshio, Sugi Magoshichiro, and Ishikawa Ryo. At 3 I paid a 
visit to Ito Hirobumi and told him that, now that the Korean 
issue has been settled, I want a clear resolution of the controversy 
which divided the government, and led to the resignation of the 
Minister of the Left and the Imperial Councilor! last year. On the 
way home I stopped by Prince Sanjō’s to present the same idea. 

My nephew Hikotaro has returned to Tokyo. 

Nomura Motosuke's letter arrived from Kobe. 

In addition, I had five other visitors; and four letters arrived. 

Sugi sent word over that he will make a hurried departure 
tomorrow, so I went to his house tonight to bid farewell. 

I dispatched letters to Nakano Goichi and to Utsumi Tadaka- 


tsu. 

! Minister of the Left Shimazu Hisamitsu—reactionary—and Imperial Councilor 
Itagaki Taisuke—liberal—resigned at the same time in protest over the governments 
Korean policy, í 
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(Note) A telegram arrived reporting that the envoys will return 
to Tokyo on the 5th. About ten letters arrived from Hagi, and two 
letters from Ise were among them. 


3 March 1876 Fair. Itagaki Taisuke came to request a post- 
ponement for Goto Shojiro in his payment for the coal mine; and 
Itagaki told me how hard-pressed Goto is. Suzukawa Shinzo 
and Minomura Rizaemon came to talk. Minister of the Right 
Iwakura came to talk about the Peers Club and other matters. 
At 4 I called on Okubo Toshimichi and Oyama Yasuke, returning 
home before 6. 

At night I visited Yamada Akiyoshi. Tanaka Fujimaro came 
to talk. In addition, two visitors and two letters came. 

(Note) Somebody abandoned a baby in front of my gate at 8 
tonight. We took him in and fed him milk, and I ordered the 
maids to look after him. Although we had heard the voice of a 
crying child for some time outside the gate, we thought it was 
à child from the apartment house opposite us, so we took no 
notice of it, leaving him exposed to the cold unawares. It was a 
pitiable thing. The way a smile beamed over him when he was 
picked up and taken inside was touching. 


4 March 1876 Fair. Governor Kusumoto of Tokyo came to 
talk. Fujii Yasoe, Miura Gord, Sugiyama Takatoshi, and Oku- 
daira Nisui came to visit. Nomura Yasushi returned to Japan 
today; and he came at 1 to talk with me about the situation in 
Korea. Inoue Kaoru also came to give me full particulars on the 
negotiations with Korea on the signing of the treaty. I then went 
to Inoue's, but missed him along the way; afterwards, I called on 
the Englishman Aston, and returned home before 6. 

I went to see the land which I have leased with Hiraoka Michi- 
yoshi. 

At night I visited Okudaira Nisui and Shishido Tamaki. 


5 March 1876 Fair. At 10 I went up to the council chambers. 
(It was the first time I had attended to my duties since I fell ill; 
more than a hundred days had passed.) Although the envoys 
Kuroda and Inoue returned to Japan yesterday, we met them in 
à formal ceremony at the station today; and they arrived at the 
the Central Chamber at 10:30, i 
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The Emperor appeared before us to receive a detailed report 
on Korea; and the Senior Ministers of State and Imperial Coun- 
cilors attended upon His Majesty. (Prior to this an Imperial 
message was read.) 

After the Emperor had retired, food and drinks were served. 

I withdrew at 2. Today the cold penetrated to the bone; and 
I suffered indeed, since I am convalescing. 

Lord Mori Motonori of Choshü paid me a visit. 

Iwata Tadamasu came to visit. Kawano Nobumitsu, Oka 
Seiichi, Onda Jinsuke, and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. 


6 March 1876 Fair. Kondo Yoshiki came to talk. At 10 I 
visited Kuroda Kiyotaka, and talked with him. I also called on 
Yamao and Ito, but they were absent. From there I went to 
Inoue Kaoru’s by appointment, and discussed matters with him 
for several hours. At 2 I returned home. Hiraoka Michiyoshi 
brought Hayashi... and Ishikawa . .. by; and we went together 
to my house lot to inspect its topography. Kodama Shosuke, 
Hayashi Sansuke, Yamada Akiyoshi, Okudaira Shosuke, Torio 
Koyata, Suzukawa Shinzo, Onda Jinsuke, and Inoue Inseki came 
to talk. I had three other visitors and four letters. Shinagawa 
Yajird sent me a telegram reporting his return from Germany. 

(Note) Miura Yoshisuke, Sasaki Otoya, Katsumata Minoru, 
and Masaki Motosuke reported to me on the recent situation in 
Hagi castletown. 


7 March 1876 Fair, then rain. Suzukawa Shinzo came to talk. 
At 10 I went to Somei where I transplanted a large crepe myrtle.? 
After 4 I returned home. I visited Yamada Akiyoshi and Shishido 
Tamaki at night, and returned home before 11. Okudaira Sho- 
suke came to talk; and I had three other visitors. 

A letter arrived from Shinagawa Yajiro ; and a letter came from 
Aoki Shüzo in Germany. 


8 March 1876 Rain. Yamada Akiyoshi and Kusaka Yoshio 
came to talk. Shinagawa Yajiro arrived at 2; and we talked 
about our parting on the banks of the Rhine four years ago,’ 


? Sarusuberi Vy AL: 
d FC was three years before, by Western count, that Kido parted from Shinagawa 
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and other things. Nomura Yasushi, Kawakita Shunsuke, Hattori 
Ichizo, Yoshimoto Shinkuro, and Okudaira Shosuke came to 
talk. A man named Hasegawa Yasubei returned to Japan in 
Shinagawa’s party, and I was told that the man had practiced 
dentistry under the supervision of an American for eight years. 
Letters arrived from Sekiguchi Ryükichi, Yoshida Uichi, Katsu- 
mata Minoru, and Sugi Magoshichiro. There was one other letter. 


9 March 1876 Fair. Arichi Shinanojo, Sufu Kanatsuchi, 
Matsuno Kan, Onda Jinsuke, Miura Gord, Suzukawa Shinzo, 
Takasugi ..., Sugi Tomoyuki, Oka Seiichi, and Okudaira 
Shosuke came to talk. 

Minister of the right Iwakura came to discuss the matter of 
converting the shizoku stipends into bonds. I called on Cho Sansu. 
As it is the thirteenth anniversary^ of the deaths of those who 
fell in behalf of our cause in 1864, the Year of the Rat, I want to 
hold a memorial service for them as an expression of my grief; 
therefore ... 

Shioya Jibei of Izushi? came. 


10 March 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Miyoshi 
Shinzo, Suzukawa Shinzo, Matsubara Yoshio, Miura Goro, 
Hiraga Shüsuke (I once encouraged his father, Yüsuke, to have 
his son pursue his studies in Tokyo; and today Yoshisuke brought 
the boy to me); Ozaki Sdtatsu, Minami Teisuke, Yamao Yozo, 
Kodama Shosuke, Yamada Akiyoshi, Onda Jinsuke, and Oku- 
daira Shosuke came to talk. Letters arrived from Minister of the 
Right Iwakura, Katsura Taro, and four others. 


11 March 1876 Fair. Oka Moritomo and Okudaira Shosuke 
came to talk. At noon Yamada Akiyoshi took me to Suzukawa 
Shinzo's; and Yamada acted as host for the tea ceremony in 
place of the master of the house. The other guests for the cere- 
mony were Sato Yozo and Yukawa Heima, as well as the master 
of the house. (Light tea was served in the ceremony, followed by 


to return home via Germany and France. On 28 May 1873 Shinagawa and Aoki had 


gone to the railway station in Cologne, Germany, to see Kido off, 

^ By Western count it was the twelfth anniversary, the first Year of the Rat since 
1864, a special occasion, 

^ Izushi in located in modern Hyógo prefecture, 
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a ceremonial dinner.) Shishido and Okudaira also came. We 
talked and played go, breaking up at 12. During my absence four 
visitors and two letters came. 


12 March 1876 Fair. Tanaka Fujimaro came to discuss the 
matter of the American Exposition. Suzukawa Shinzo and Na- 
ganuma Seishü came to talk. At 12 I went with Suzukawa for 
a tea cerenomy at Mukojima in Yanagibashi. (The guests were 
the same group as yesterday.) On the way back Yamada and I 
called on Matsuya of Otsu to bid him farewell. I returned home 
at 12. Five visitors came today. I sent off letters to Yoshitomi 
Kan'ichi and Sugi Magoshichiro. 


13 March 1876 Fair. Suzukawa Shinzo, Shishido Tamaki, 
Ishibe Rokuro, Nomura Yasushi, and Wachi ... came to visit. 
Lord Mori Motonori came to talk with me about affairs of his 
house. At 4 I went to Minister of the Right Iwakura's at his in- 
vitation. I hold a view which I have often expounded in my 
memorials on the handling of the shizoku stipends. This matter 
has been up for discussion in the Imperial government since last 
year; and I have repeatedly argued that, if the stipends of the 
kazoku and shizoku are abolished, the social status of their families 
should be decided on first. That was the reason for our discussion 
today. On the way back I called on Shishido Tamaki who had 
several other guests. Five visitors and four letters came. 


14 March 1876 Stormy. Inoue Kaoru came to talk about my 
personal position in the government. Kuroda Kiyotaka, Miura 
Goro, Sufu Kanatsuchi, Okudaira Shosuke, and Minomura 
Rizaemon came to talk. 

The letters arrived. The weather cleared up in the afternoon. 


15 March 1876 Fair. Matsuno Kan, Minami Teisuke, Onda 
Jinsuke, Otani Kyüshichi (a man from Izumo), Suzukawa Shinzó, 
Oka Sei'ichi, Inoue Issó, Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, Nomura Yasushi, 
and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. Three letters arrived. 


16 March 1876 Cloudy. I went to Somei with Nomura Yasushi, 
Oka Moritomo, Izeki Bisei, and Suzukawa Shinzo, I returned 


9 This was the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, 
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home after 10 at night. Nine callers were here in my absence. Kim 
Rinsho, the Korean, then came; and Yamagata Aritomo who 
has returned to Tokyo came to visit. 


17 March 1876 Rain. I called on Prince Sanjo and Yamagata 
Aritomo, but both were absent. I then went to the Takanawa 
mansion, but Lord Mori Motonori was out. I told Kashiwamura 
Makoto? the purpose of my visit, then took the 12 o’clock train 
for Yokohama at the invitation of Sato Yozo. Yamada Akiyoshi 
and Suzukawa Shinzo were also at his place; and we inspected 
some exceptional tea utensils which Sato had acquired in Naga- 
saki and other places recently. I returned home on the 10 o'clock 
train. At the Shiba station I met Kusakari ... who was just then 
arriving in Tokyo. Ten visitors had come to my house in my 
absence. 

(Note) ... Tetsuzen brought over letters from Makimura 
Masanao and Kunishige Masafumi and a scroll of calligraphy 
by Cho Daiko. 


18 March 1876 Fair. Okudaira Shosuke, Kodama Jun'ichiro, 
Inoue Kaoru, Sufu Kanatsuchi, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Oka 
Sei'ichi, Suzukawa Shinzo, and Matsubara Fujio came to talk. 
(Kaoru came to talk about the problem of my own position in 
government.) At night I went to Yamada Akiyoshi’s where 
Shishido Tamaki, Okudaira Shosuke, and ... Sutoku were pres- 
ent. Rain from about 3. 


19 March 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Yamagata 
Aritomo (who told me of the present situation in the western part 
of the country), Yamamoto Jüsuke, Inoue Saiji, Saito Kan'ichi, 
Suzukawa Shinzo, Onda Jinsuke, and Okudaira Shosuke. 

(Note) Shioya Jübei came. 


20 March 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Minami 
Teisuke, Fukubara Mataichi (to whom I handed over his monthly 


? Kashiwamura Makoto (1823-1895) was the house steward to the Mori family. 
He was an official in the Peers Bank later, and helped with the Peers Club. His 
younger brother was Hirosawa Saneomi, the Imperial Councilor from Choshü, 
assassinated in 1871. 

8 We may assume that Yamagata was discussing the uneasy situation in Satsuma 
and elsewhere, 
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allowance), Hattori Ichizo, and Fukubara Kazumasa (who has 
recently returned from China). 

This evening we had a tea ceremony at our house with Kondo 
Yoshiki, Yamada Akiyoshi, my wife, and I playing the part of 
guests, and Suzukawa Shinzo waiting on us in the role of host. 
Everybody left at 10. Sugi Magoshichiro's letter arrived. 

(Note) Oka Sei'ichi, Ozaki Saburo. 


21 March 1876 Fair. Sugiyama Takatoshi, Kodama Jun'ichiro, 
Nambu Kazumasa, Takasugi Tanji, Harada Kazumichi, Inoue 
Shozo, Nagayo Sensai, Oka Sei'ichi, Okudaira Shosuke, and 
Matsubara Fujio came to visit. Matsubara is returning to Yama- 
guchi prefecture tomorrow, so I entrusted him with letters to 
Kinashi Shin'ichi, Yoshida Uichi, Katsumata Minoru, Sekiguchi 
Ryükichi, and Matsumoto Kanae of Osaka. Miura Yoshisuke’s 
letter arrived; and other visitors came. As Okudaira Shosuke will 
leave for Kyoto tomorrow, I entrusted him with letters to Maki- 
mura Masanao and Kunishinge Masafumi. Then one more 
visitor came. 


22 March 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Fujii Yasoe, 
Shioya Jübei (who will return home tomorrow), Ito Hirobumi, 
and Hattori Ichizo. (I gave Shioya Jibei travel expenses to return 
to our home province.) A letter arrived from Lord Mori Motonori. 

Prince Sanjé came to talk with me about the issue which 
affects the government's reputation. He also told me about the 
situation behind Goto's resignation—about which I had heard 
from Ito previously. Goto rendered yeoman service at the time of 
the Restoration; but, when he came to hold public office, he 
created chaos most of the time, and has been compelled to change 
positions repeatedly. After the Cabinet split the year before last, 
he became the president of the Horai Company, planning to 
raise money for investment; and he collected nearly a million yen 
from kazoku and others. Today he has become responsible for its 
losses. Together with his other business losses, this puts him 
nearly a million yen in debt. Frequently he has been late in 
repaying public money; and, as a result, we have had no little 
trouble, and a public outcry has resulted. I am very much 
worried about the government because of this scandalous conduct 
by one of its officials; and I regret it for Goto's sake, 
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As Matsubara Fujio is returning to Yamaguchi today, I en- 
trusted him with the following letter to Yoshida Uichi: 


When Governor Nakano Goichi resigned his office recently, 
he requested that he also be allowed to give up the presidency 
of the Kyodo-gaisha. On consulting with him about the 
work of the company, I request that you henceforth take 
charge in the manner that he did. 
Kido Takayoshi 
January 1876 
Year of the Rat, 
Greater Fire Sign 


Year before last I accepted the post of president of the Kyodo- 
gaisha on being approached by representatives of the districts in 
Yamaguchi prefecture; and, for that reason, Nakano and Inoue 
requested that I issue an order to Yoshida. I disposed of it as 
above. 

Matsuno Kan and Onda Jinsuke came to talk. 


23 March 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Yamamoto 
Seijüro, Tanaka Fujimaro (who consulted me several days ago 
about going to America on business connected with education, 
and now reports that his orders were issued yesterday), Fukubara 
Kyosuke, and Oka Sei'ichi. 

Two letters arrived. 

From Yamaguchi prefecture there is a report that when 
Maebara Hikotaro and his two brothers,’ as well as Okudaira 
Kensuke and Yokoyama Hikosuke, revealed their true intentions 
to our undercover agent, they made arrangements to dispatch 
Yokoyama to Satsuma for talks there about obtaining weapons. 
He then discovered that our man was a spy; and Maebara and 
his brothers, plus Okudaira and Yokoyama, are afraid that they 
will be arrested. As they have been driven into a corner, they may 
even commit suicide. I have to smile with pity on the plight of 
these warriors, whatever their fate, The main point of the report 
was an entreaty to the government that it not enter into the matter 


"Yamada Eitaró and Swe Kazuklyo were Maebara’s brothers. Yamada had 
commanded the Ith Battalion of the Osaka Garrison of the Imperial Army before 
resigning his commision ns major to work with his older brother Maebara, 
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at this moment so that the situation in the prefecture may quiet 
down. 

After 5 I went to Miura Goró's where Kodama Jun'ichiro and 
Onda Jinsuke were also present. I returned home at 11. 


24 March 1876 Fair. I called on Tanaka Fujimaro about 2, 
but he was absent. I then visited Sugiyama Kotaro, and spent 
five or six hours in discussion with him, returning home at 11. 
During my absence eight visitors and three letters arrived, one of 
them from Sugi Magoshichiro. As the ministers from the foreign 
nations were invited to Shiba Detached Palace today, I was 
summoned there as well. But I cannot sit for long owing to my 
illness, so I excused myself. I had Hiraga... enter Ito Hosci's 
school. 


25 March 1876 Fair. I went to Horibata's tract of land. Those 
who came to talk were Inoue Kaoru (with whom I discussed 
the trouble in Yamaguchi prefecture), Oka Moritomo, Nambu 
Kazumasa, and Yamamoto Jüsuke. Jüsuke and I went to Miura 
Goró's; and, as Jüsuke had business with him concerning ..., 
I called on Yamada Akiyoshi on the way back, and returned home 
around 8. I then visited Shishido Tamaki, and returned to go to 
bed at 12. 

Letters arrived from Makimura Masanao, Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Yoshida Uichi, Miura Yoshisuke, and Saeki Kensuke. 


26 March 1876 Cloudy. I sent letters to Makimura Masanao 
and Sugi Magoshichiro. Hattori Ichizó came to talk. At 11 I 
extended an invitation to Parson, and at 12 we went to my villa 
in Somei. Kondo Yoshiki, Onda Jinsuke, and Hiraoka Michiyoshi 
came to talk. Nakajima Saburonosuke's wife came over to talk, 
bringing along her two children (a fourteen-year-old daughter 
and a nine-year-old boy). When the Bakufu position in the 
Kanto collapsed, Saburonosuke went to Hakodate with Enomoto; 
and there he died with his two older sons. When I was staying at 
Nakajima’s both of the boys, Tsunetard and Fusajiro, were very 
small children. When I recalled those old times, I was filled with 
regret.10 


10 Kido studied military science with Nakajima Saburónosuke at his school on the 
Izu peninsula in 1854, 
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Three letters arrived. Shinagawa Yajird and Koriki ... also 
came to talk. 


27 March 1876 Rain. I returned home at 12. Hattori Ichizo 
came to talk; and Oka Sei’ichi brought over Prince Sanjo’s secret 
orders. Two visitors and two letters came. 


28 March 1876 Fair. Miyagi Tokisuke came to talk. At 10 I 
went to the Imperial Palace on being summoned, and received the 
following orders in the Imperial Presence, as the Emperor himself 
told me to come to serve at the Palace from time to time as the 
need might arise: 
Imperial Councilor Kido Takayoshi: 
In response to your request, you are hereby relieved of your 
principal office. 
Grand Council of State!? 
28 March 1876 
Kido Takayoshi, Third Court Rank, Junior Grade: 
You are hereby appointed Advisor to the Cabinet.18 Further, 
your monthly salary as an official of the First Rank," and 
your seating position on formal occasions, shall remain the 
same as before. 


Grand Council of State 
28 March 1876 

I was worried about committing the sin of accepting a sinecure 
once again, finding it impossible to accept with a sincere heart; 
so I withdrew today without accepting the new position. (One 
line is blank). 

At 2 I went to the Takanawa mansion where Inoue Kaoru, 
Nomura Yasushi, and Shinagawa Yajird were present. At 10 I 
returned home. 

Onda Jinsuke and Yamamoto Jüsuke came to talk. 


29 March 1876 Fair. I called on Minister of the Right Iwakura, 
Prime Minister Sanjo, Okubo Toshimichi, and Ito Hirobumi; 
but all were absent. Hirobumi alone returned to his house during 


11 Sangi WM, or Imperial Councilor, 
a Dajokan KKN. 

w Naikaku Komon PIIRINI. 

14 Ftòkan Mt, 
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my visit; and we talked for a long time. Today I requested that 
he make the Senior Ministers of State and the Imperial Councilors 
understand the necessity of the entreaty which I made yesterday 
in regard to my official position. I returned home at 5. Minami 
Teisuke, Sugiyama Takatoshi, and five other visitors came. 
Okudaira Shosuke's letter came from Kyoto. 

(Note) On the way back I visited Inoue Kaoru and Lord 
Tokudaiji, but both were absent. 


30 March 1876 Fair. Kashiwamura Makoto, Kusaka Yoshio, 
Oka Yoshisuke, Oka Sei’ichi, Kawano Michinobu, and Akagawa 
Yüzo came to talk. I called on Lord Tokudaiji, Minister of the 
Imperial Household, after 3, but he was absent. I did visit Sugi- 
yama Takatoshi, and returned home at 6. Nine other visitors 
came here; and Yoshitomi Kan'ichi and Munakata Naojiro 
reported their arrival in Tokyo to me. Inoue Saiji came, and 
stayed overnight. (He came in regard to Akagawa Yüzó's personal 
affairs.) 


31 March 1876 Fair. I visited Obata ... the dentist, and re- 
quested that he examine my teeth. He extracted one of my in- 
cisors. This makes a total of three front teeth which I have had 
extracted this month. I then visited Inoue Kaoru, and met 
Yoshitomi Kan'ichi and Munakata Naojiro, returning home at 8. 
Five visitors came during my absence; Sugi Magoshichiro's letter 
came. 


April 


1 April 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Yamagata 
Aritomo, Kawano Michinobu, Fukuchi Gen'ichiro (of whom 
I requested plans for my house, and who brought them over 
today), Sugiyama Takatoshi, Nakano Goichi, Sugiyama Takato- 
shi, and Kodama Shosuke. At 3 I went to Sugiyama's where 
I met Yamada Akiyoshi; and we went together to Watanabe 
...’s house, there to look over a number of poems and essays by 
Old Sakuma Shozan.! 

Okubo Toshimichi, Urase Yi, and Kin Rinsho, the Korean, 
came during my absence. Letters arrived from Sugi Magoshichiro 
and Minister of the Right Iwakura. 


2 April 1876 Cloudy. Kawase Hideji and Minister of the Right 
Iwakura came to talk. I wrote the title page of A Brief Account of 
the Korean Incident? in calligraphy as requested earlier by Sewaki 
Toshihito, and handed it over to his messenger. Three visitors 
came. Two letters arrived from Sugi Magoshichiro, dated the 
29th and the 30th. 

At 4 I called on Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Sugiyama Takatoshi, 
and Shishido Tamaki, and returned home before 12. 


3 April 1876 Cloudy. Hikoemon who has the plant nursery 
came; and we inspected my house lotin . ... Before 11 Shinagawa 
Yajiro and I called on Mayet the German,’ with whom we had 


! Sakuma Shózan (1811-1864) was a famous Confucian scholar who made him- 
self an expert on Western studies, and propagated the view that “Eastern ethics and 
Western materialism” could be melded, A samurai of Matsushiro domain in Shinano 
province, he was placed under house arrest because his student Yoshida Shoin at- 
tempted to board one of Gommodore Matthew C. Perry’s vessels for an illegal trip 
abroad in 1854, Sakuma was assassinated by an anti-foreign fanatic in 1864. Kido 
had been very close to Yoshida at the time of the Perry incident which caused Sa- 
kuma's disgrace, 

4 Keirin jiryaku. AER £N 

? Paul Mayet (1846-1920) of Germany served as a teacher at the Tokyo Medical 
College, 1876-1800, and an advisor to the Ministry of Finance, 1876-1893, At the time 
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a long talk. I returned home after 1. Old Takasugi came to visit 
me; and we went together to call on Yamada Akiyoshi. I then 
called on Cho Sansu to discuss the epitaph to be inscribed on the 
monument for Lord Chüsei; and Cho and I went back to Yama- 
da's. Yamada played go throughout the day with . . . Sutoku who 
came to his place. At 12 I returned home. Nagamatsu Miki, Onda 
Jinsuke, and Nomura Yasushi, as well as three other visitors 
called on me. Nomura will take up his duties in Kanagawa pre- 
fecture tomorrow, having recently accepted the office of Gover- 
nor? there. 


4 April 1876 Rain, then fair. Today the Emperor proceeded 
to the Iwakura mansion where performances of No and Kyogen 
were presented. I likewise received an invitation, so at 12 I went 
to Iwakura's. The Kyogen ended before 6; and Prime Minister 
Sanjo and the rest of us dined in attendance on His Majesty. The 
Emperor returned to the Palace around 8; and everyone clse 
departed immediately afterwards. The No company program: 

Kokaji® (The Swordsmith) 

Suehirogari® (The Fan) 

Hashi Benkei” (Benkei on the Bridge) 

Tsurigitsune’ (The Fox Goes Fishing) 

Joining the Kyogen players were the two Maedas (the retired 
Lord of Kanazawa in the former province of Kaga, and the 
retired Lord of Sotoyama in the province of Etchü) (as well as 
Tokugawa Yoriyoshi of the old Tayasu family,? and Matsudaira 


Kido called on him, Mayet was teaching German and Latin at the Medical College, 
probably having been recruited by Shinagawa. Later he became influential in public 


finance, setting up the accounting system at the Finance Ministry, the famine relief 


system, and the plans for relief of the kazoku and shizoku. 

4 Gonrei HEF. 

5 Miri. Kokaji was the swordsmith Kokaji Munechika who forged a sword on 
orders from the Emperor Ichijo, who had a divine command to do so. Appearing to 
help was Inari in the guise of a fox to make a sword that would bring peace and 
prosperity. The play was set in the tenth century. The other plays were from the 
traditional repertoire. 

6 Suehirogari KRD 0 . 

7 Hashi Benkei #§#B¥. Benkei was the famous warrior-priest who erected a barrier 
across Gojó Bridge in Kyoto, and forced men to give up their swords on the pretext 
that he was collecting them to provide funds to rebuild a temple. When he sought to 
obtain his thousandth sword from a slight youth, he was beaten by Yoshitsune twice; 
the second time Yoshitsune was armed only with a fan, 

8 "Psurigitsune $9. 

9 The Tayasu family was one of the three sankyó families which might under some 
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Yoritane, the retired Lord of Takamatsu), for Tsuchigumo!? (The 
Ground Spider). 
At the Emperor's request: Kumasaka Ghóhan (The Legendary 
Burglar). 

In the latter two plays such famous actors as Kanze and Hojo 
appeared. 

Aoki Shüzo's letter arrived. A telegram came from Sugi 
Magoshichiro, and I notified his family here of it immediately. 
Yoshitomi Kan'ichi came to stay for the night. T'hree other visitors 
came. 


5 April 1876 Fair. Munakata Naojird came over; and I went 
with him and Yoshitomi to Somei. On the way back we passed 
through Ueno hill, relaxed for a while at the Matsubara, and 
returned home after 11. Nishijima Seiho and Sugiyama Takatoshi 
also came by. 

Five visitors had come to the house in my absence. A letter 
arrived from Kawase Masataka. 


6 April 1876 Fair. Arakawa ... came to visit. At 10 I called 
on Sugi Magoshichiro who had returned to Tokyo this morning. 
At 11 I went to the Imperial Household Ministry where a horse 
race was held under the auspicies of Prince Higashifushimi. All 
rode in the old style, and used silken harness. 

The Emperor, the Empress Dowager, and the Empress all 
watched the races which ended at 5. I withdrew at 6. Two visitors 
and four letters came to my home today. I was notified of the 
birth of a boy at the Takanawa mansion.12 

At night I went to Sugi's where I heard about the recent situa- 
tion in Kyoto and Osaka. 


ces furnish an heir if the main line of the Tokugawa failed. Tokugawa 
Yoshiyori (1828-1876) was the guardian of the young Shogun Iemochi (r. 1858- 
1866). In 1868 Yoriyoshi (of the Tayasu family) worked to keep alive the main line 
of the Tokugawa by placing his son Iesato in succession when Yoshinobu abdicated. 
Yoriyoshi's fourth son, Tatsutaka, became Grand Chamberlain to the Emperor 
Tai 


circums 


ation, 

‘he Ground Spider” was a demon play in which Minamoto Yorimitsu, 
possessor of two splendid swords, subdued an evil “priest” who tried to cast a web 
over him at a tomb in which the spider hid; Yorimitsu dealt it a death blow. 


u Kumasaka Chohan fld eit. 


Y! A child was born to the former feudal lord Mori Motonori, 
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7 April 1876 Fair. I paid a visit to the dentist Obata. I then 
met Sugi Magoshichiro and Sadanaga. Shoin to go to Imado 
where we took the noon meal at the Yaozen. After taking a stroll 
through the Asakusa and Ueno areas, I returned home at 5. 
Yamane and . . . also came, and stayed over. 

Ten visitors and four letters came to my house in my absence. 
Letters arrived also from Makimura Masanao and Kunishige 
Masafumi. At night, rain. 

(Note) Sadanaga and Yamane arrived in Tokyo yesterday. 


8 April 1876 Rain. Torio Koyata, Hiraoka—the Chief of 
Buildings and Repairs,!3 Oka Sei'ichi, Oka Gisuke, and Takenaka 
Kanekazu came to visit. 

Kondaibo Masujird (a Bizen man) and Suematsu ... (the 
younger brother of Aritomi Gembei) came to talk about the drop 
in the price of salt. The owners of the salt fields are in difficulty, 
so they are eager to export salt to China. Last year Suematsu 
went to Shanghai to consult with Consul Shinagawa, and made 
every effort to bring this about. He did not, however, convince 
the Home and Foreign Ministries of how bad the situation really 
is; and they have blocked his proposal with temporizing argu- 
ments. Meantime, the salt producers of the San'yo and Nankai 
regions, where salt is the main industry, have been dismayed by 
the gradual decline of their business. Recently a conference was 
held for ten provinces in the above-mentioned regions; and they 
have requested that I use my influence to have their application 
approved. At the same time Yamaguchi prefecture has repeatedly 
reported to me the obstacles faced in this matter; hence, I shall 
do my utmost to help them realize their goals for the sake of my 
people and for my country. I met these two people today through 
introductions from Sadanaga and Yamane. Sato Motokari will 
depart for the United States tomorrow; and he came to bid fare- 
well. Sadanaga stayed overnight. 


9 April 1876 Fair. Kawase Hideji came to visit. As I had had 
Nomura Yasushi inquire into the source of the temporizing views 
of the Foreign Ministry the other day in regard to the salt in- 
dustry question, I gave Kawase a thorough explanation of the 


13 Eizen-gashira WWD. 
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situation. I also told of the actual distress brought to the people 
by the decline of the salt industry. Kubo Munizo, Hinoki Ryosuke, 
Yamada Akiyoshi, Kodama Jun’ichird, and Oka Seiichi came 
to talk. I went to my villa in Somei with Yamada, Oka, Kodama, 
Sadanaga, and Yamane. Ten visitors and one letter arrived. 

(Note) As Nohara Yaemon is returning to Yamaguchi pre- 
fecture, I sent along some advice on the tree bark problem to 
the Bureau of Shizoku Industry. 


10 April 1876 Cloudy, then fair. Suematsu ..., Kondaibo 
., and Ginko came. I went with Sadanaga and Yamane to 
Asuka Hill and Oji.!4 Ten visitors and three letters arrived. 


11 April 1876 Cloudy, then fair. Sadanaga, Ginko, and I went 
through Ueno to take the noon meal at the Matsubara. We left 
Sadanaga to call on Sugiyama Takatoshi and Oka Gisuke, but 
Gisuke was out. I visited Shishido Tamaki, and returned home 
at 6. Then a confidential official notice came to announce that 
the Emperor will visit my villa in Somei on the 14th. I am the 
first shizoku whose villa His Majesty has chosen to visit. Nine 
years ago I was summoned into the Imperial Presence, the first 
man without court rank to be honored with an Imperial audience. 
I do not know how I can possibly repay the Emperor's great 
benevolence. I went to Imperial Household Minister Tokudaiji 
and Assistant Minister Sugi to discuss the matter of the 14th. 
Yoshitomi Kan'ichi came to talk. Ten visitors and eight letters 
arrived. Yoshida Uichi wrote me that he has accepted the Kyodo- 
gaisha presidency. 
(Note) Shinagawa Yajiro's letter arrived from Kobe. 


12 April 1876 Fair. At 10 I went to my villa in Somei with 
Hiraoka Michiyoshi, and ordered preparations for .. . and other 
things. Nomura Yasushi came to visit. Kodama Aijiro and five 
or six other officials of the Imperial Household Ministry came to 
give me instructions for the reception of His Majesty at the time 
of the Imperial visit, and for preparations for the visit. 

Around 5 Nomura and I went to Sugiyama Takatoshi’s by 


14 Oji was in Kita-ku, one of the origiñal thirty-five wards in Tokyo, and was 
famous for ity cherry blossoms from olden times, Gongen and Inari shrines were there, 
and they provided a setting for the blossoms, 
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invitation. Yoshitomi Kan'ichi was present; and the time flew 

by as we talked. I returned home around 12. The Minister of 

the Imperial Household notified me publicly of the impending 

Imperial visit on the 14th. Four visitors and four letters arrived. 
(Note) Around 7, thunder and rain. 


13 April 1876 Fair. I called on Sugi Magoshichiro to consult 
him about the Imperial visit. I called on Okubo Toshimichi, Ito 
Hirobumi, Prime Minister Sanjo, Minister of the Right Iwakura, 
and Yamagata Aritomo; but all were absent. I left them invita- 
tions for tomorrow. 


14 April 1876 Fair. After 3 I went to Mitsukado at Hondori, 

Hongo, to meet His Majesty and to guide him to my villa. The 

Emperor dismounted at the small gate to the right of the entrance 

hall; and there he rested for a while, then looked around the 

garden. In the cottage up the hill he relaxed again, climbed up 

Muko Hill, walked beside the pond, then returned to the small 

parlor. (Prior to this His Majesty had stopped in at the small 

parlor.) I had been summoned into the Imperial Presence here, 

and received the following message directly from the Emperor: 
You, our servant Takayoshi, have devoted yourself to 
affairs of state since before the Restoration, and now happily, 
owing to your assistance to us, peace and contentment prevail 
in the land. We are delighted to visit you today in person, 
and spend some time with you. 

1. Large flower vases of Satsuma ware. One pair. 

2. Silver cups bearing the Imperial crest. One pair. 

3. Grape wine. Three cases. 

4. Large container of cakes and fish. One box. 

5. Five hundred yen 

I humbly accepted the Imperial gifts listed above. 

So great is the Imperial benevolence that I find myself in the 
embarrassing position of not knowing how to repay it. I presented 
cakes and hors d'oeuvres to His Majesty. Prime Minister Sanjó and 
Minister of the Right Iwakura, who were in attendance on the 
Emperor, as well as Imperial Councilors Okubo, Itó, and Yama- 
gata, Imperial Household Minister ‘Tokudaiji, Vice Minister 
Madenokoji, Grand Chamberlain Higashikuze, Assistant Imperial 
Household Minister Sugi, and I partook of the hors d'oeuvres which 
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the Emperor had given me in his presence. I then served sake, 
side dishes, and cake to the various members of the Imperial 
entourage. The Emperor departed from my house before 6; then, 
starting with Prince Sanjo, the guests left one after another. Soon 
thereafter I went to the Imperial Palace to express my apprecia- 
tion for the visit. I also went over to the residences of Sanjo, 
Iwakura, and Tokudaiji, returning to Somei at 9. 

Recently I presented a private request to the government. 
[The remainder is missing.] 


15 April 1876 Fair. I invited friends over to feast on the re- 
mainder of the food given to me by the Emperor yesterday. More 
than sixty people gathered; and they left one after another up to 
midnight. Onda Jinsuke, Kodama Shosuke, and several others 
stayed the night. 


16 April 1876 Fair. Takasugi Tanji, Nagamatsu Miki, Sufu 
Kanatsuchi, and Katsura ... came to visit. At 4 I returned to 
Bancho. I called on Sugi Magoshichiro, but he was away. Yamada 
Akiyoshi, Shishido Tamaki, Kodama Shosuke, and Yamagata 
Aritomo came to talk; and fifteen other visitors were here. Letters 
arrived from Katsura Taro (from Germany) and Shinagawa 
Yajiro (from Shimonoseki). 


17 April 1876 Fair. At 7 I took Sadanaga Shosuke, Yamane 
..., Munakata Naojiro, Onda Jinsuke, Otani Kyüshichi, Oka 
Sei'ichi, and Seiho to the Shimabara Theatre. There were eleven 
persons in our party, counting those of both high and low status. 
We went to the Teahouse Nakamura ..., and returned home 
after 11. Seven visitors and two letters came. 

Shinagawa Yajiro reported on the recent situation in Yamagu- 
chi prefecture. He says that a conspiracy by the Maebara Party 
has come to light, and that Masuda has driven its members into 
a corner, 


18 April 1876 Fair, I went out at 9 to visit Yoshitomi Kan'ichi 
and Inoue Kaoru, then to go to Obata’s ... house, returning 
home at 11, Sadanaga came to talk, At 3 Sugi Magoshichiro and 
I went to Prince Sanjo’s villa in Imado by his invitation, Other 
guests were the Lord of Takanawa, Third Court Rank, Junior 
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Grade,!® the two Peers Kamei and Mibu, Fukuba Bisei, and Ito 
Hirobumi. I returned home at 10. Ten visitors and four letters 
arrived. A letter came from Aoki Shüzo also. 


19 April 1876 Cloudy. Fukubara Mataichi came to talk. I 
visited Sugi Magoshichiro at 10; and went with him to Okubo 
Toshimichi’s house. The Emperor went to Okubo's at 11:30 
today. The master of the house served the noon meal for His 
Majesty, and Prince Sanjo and morc than ten others in attendance 
on him partook of it. After the meal we did impromptu paintings 
at His Majesty's request on a theme that he proposed. The Em- 
peror returned to the Palace before 4. Sugi and I went together 
to join the party at the Seiyoken.16 En route home I visited Sada- 
naga's inn, and I returned home by carriage with Sadanaga. 
Three visitors came. 


20 April 1876 Rain. Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Yamagata Aritomo, 
Yoshitomi Kan'ichi, Munakata Naojiro, Nakano Goichi, Ya- 
mane ..., Nambu Kazumasa, Inoue Inseki, Onda Jinsuke, and 
Otani Kyüshichi came to talk. In addition, three visitors and two 
letters came. After 1 I went to Iwakura's by appointment; and 
he consulted me in regard to the shizoku stipend bonds, so I left 
my views with him.!? 

[One line is blank; in the next line is a single character miya 
for “prince” or “palace”; two blank lines follow.] 

From there I went to Oki Takato's house. (He had invited me 
over today; but I already had agreed to go to the farewell saké 


15 This was, of course, the former Chóshü lord, Mori Motonori. 

16 The Seiydken is a restaurant and hotel on a hill at Ueno overlooking Shinobazu 
Pond; it is still doing business. The honten, or main shop, was founded in Tsukiji in 
1873, but was destroyed by the great earthquake of 1923. The Ueno branch opened 
shortly thereafter, and is still in business. It was probably the Ueno branch that Kido 
went to. He uses the kanji for Western shop, Seiyoken ptk here, but later uses the 
kanji 3f. which are pronounced the same way and in use now. 

17 Stipends to the former daimyo and samurai had become an intolerable burden 
to the central government, accounting for a third of the annual budgeted expenditures. 
The plan that was forced on the old feudal aristocracy in August 1876 called for 
payments of five to fourteen times annual income, with the top daimyo rece ing five 
times their annual stipends, and the lowest samurai fourteen times. Payments were in 
bonds, not redeemable for five years. ‘Thereafter, bonds would be paid off by lottery 
over a thirty-year period to 310,000 persons, in the amount of 174,630,000 yen, 


Meantime, interest of 5 to 7 percent was collected, Daimyo making up 0.2 percent of 


the total number received 18 percent of the money. Kido was especially concerned 
about the unfairness of the plan to lower samurai, 1 
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party for Tanaka Fujimaro who is scheduled to leave for the 
United States soon.) On the way back I called on Sugi Magoshi- 
chiro. Matsu and I went to Tanaka Fujimaro's house before 6. 
There were six fellow guests; and we talked for a long time after 
dinner, returning home at 10. 


21 April 1876 I went to the dentist, Obata Einosuke. On the 
way back I called on Inoue Kaoru but he was out. I then visited 
Yoshitomi Kan'ichi, and talked with him for a long time. He 
reported to me some things which Ito Hirobumi had once told 
him. Originally I laid plans for the Return of the Land Registers 
to the Emperor at the start of the Restoration; but my troubles 
at the time were indescribable. Many of the men who are today 
ministers in the national government (but who were in Choshü 
domain at the time) slandered me and reviled me. I stood alone 
in perceiving the trends correctly in those days as I made trans- 
cending domain partisanship my chief aim. Inasmuch as I pro- 
tected the country against civil war and gave consideration to the 
happiness of the people, I have not the slightest objection now 
when Hirobumi and the rest rise above domain partisanship to 
prepare for our nation’s future. Even today the unhappiness of 
the people of Satsuma and other prefectures is indescribable. 
This has always troubled me; and I am a bit dissatisfied that 
Hirobumi has not done more about it. I returned home after 2. 
‘Twelve visitors and three letters came. Sugiyama Takatoshi, 
Kodama Jun’ichird, and Oka Seiichi came to talk; and Oka 
stayed for the night. 


22 April 1876 Fair. At 9 I called on Maejima Hisoka, Chief of 
Postal Services, to give him a memorial in advocacy of a “Savings 
Bank,”18 previously presented to me by the German Paul Mayet. 
I suggested that Maejima meet the German. On the way back 
I called on Sadanaga Seiho, and returned home at 11. Again, 
with Seiho I visited Onda Jinsuke, and we had a few drinks and 
a long talk. I returned home at 2. Takenaka Kanekazu, Kodama 
Shosuke, Kondo Yoshiki, Onda Jinsuke, Otani Kyüshichi, and 
Sadanaga Seiho gathered there. Takenaka had made an engage- 
ment to play shogi with Kodama Jumichird tonight; and Kodama 
lost three games to his opponent, Takenaka played only with 


W Kido uses the English words for savings bank in katakana: ef wot y, 
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gold and silver pieces for a strong handicap. The other guests 
likewise played. Six other visitors and two letters came. Kodama 
Shosuke and Sadanaga stayed overnight. 


23 April 1876 Rain. As Tanaka Fujimaro will leave for America 
soon, he came to bid me farewell; and we talked about develop- 
ments in the Ministry of Education and about matters concerning 
education. Yoshitomi Kan'ichi who will go to Yokohama today 
and return to Osaka directly from there came to take his leave. 
We picked up our conversation where we left off last time, and 
finished our discussion. I have been detaining Sadanaga Seiho 
here so that he would miss the mail ship on the 22nd; he was 
unaware that the mail ship will really be sailing tomorrow. I 
concealed this from him with the intention of detaining him until 
the end of the month. But Yoshitomi secretly informed Sadanaga 
of my scheme; so Sadanaga watched for an opening, slipped back 
to his inn, and went straight from there to Yokohama. He en- 
trusted a letter for me with Yamane Keisaku to the effect that he 
has returned to western Japan after all. 

Yamada Akiyoshi came to talk; and Oka Sei'ichi also came. 
In addition, three visitors and two letters arrived. Sewaki Toshi- 
hito presented me with a Brief Account of the Korean Incident’? for 
which I had written the title page with my brush at his request 
the other day. 


24 April 1876 Fair. I paid a visit to Tanaka Fujimaro, and 
returned home at 11. After 2 I called on Inoue Kaoru, and we 
went on to the Otaro for an appointment with Toda Saburo and 
Oka Sei'ichi. There I met with Kashiwamura Makoto and Sugi 
Magoshichiro. On the way back I went with Sugi to Inoue's, 
then returned home in the same carriage with Sugi, arriving at 
midnight. Four visitors and two letters came here. 


25 April 1876 Fair. Hagiwara Sankei came to visit me; and he 
made a request of me in regard to the hospital in Kyoto. At 9I 
went to the Sanjó mansion, where I presented my views on the 
proper method for abolishing the house stipends?? and the reward 


19 Keirin jüryaku NOK YEG was the Japanese title; and Sewaki ‘Toshihito and Hayashi 
Shinzo edited the book, according to Professor Hagaki Tetsuo of Yamagata University, 


90. Karei Bik 
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pensions. From there I went to the dentist, Obata Einosuke, 
then called on Inoue Kaoru with whom I discussed developments 
relating to the Bureau of Shizoku Industry and the Cooperative 
Company, or Kyodo-gaisha, in Yamaguchi prefecture and the 
Finance Ministry conference (for which we summoned local 
officials a few years ago),?? as well as prospects for national fi- 
nances. At 2 I returned home. After 3 I went to the Seiyoken in 
Ueno with Sugi Magoshichiro, at the invitation of Imperial 
Household Minister Tokudaiji, for a social gathering with the 
Minister, Assistant Ministers, Imperial Tutors, Grand Chamber- 
lain, and the Commander of the Imperial Guard. I told Minister 
Tokudaiji the other day about a matter which has come to my 
attention; and for that reason this meeting was held. Our purpose 
was to exchange opinions that we might better serve His Majesty. 
The gathering broke up after 6; and Sugi and I went to visit 
Sugiyama Takatoshi, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, and Oka Yoshisuke. 
I returned home at 8. Hayashi Yüko, Miura Goro, and Shishido 
Tamaki came to talk. Two visitors and three letters arrived. 


26 April 1876 Cloudy, then rain. Hiraoka Michiyoshi came to 
talk; and we went to the tract of land which I have recently 
purchased. On the way back I visited Torio Koyata, and I en- 
countered Fukubara Han unexpectedly. Han will go to China 
before many days. I returned home at 12. After 2 I went to the 
S5anjō mansion where all of the Senior Ministers of State and 
Imperial Councilors had gathered for a conference on how to 
terminate the House Stipends and Merit Award Stipends. In 
my view the Finance Ministry's report is very harsh. A major 
reform of a practice several hundred years old is not an easy matter 
in any case; therefore, in 1870-1871 I petitioned the government 
several times on this matter to try to bring about the termination 
of some of the House Stipends. I made a strong effort on behalf 
of my plan, but in the end it was not adopted. In the spring of 
1874 a proposal came up for taxing the stipends to return a por- 
tion to the ‘Throne; but I strongly opposed it, for it would not 
have been good policy to drive the shizoku of the whole nation 
into a position of only half trusting us. The shizoku, unable to 
determine what course to take, ultimately fell into a position of 
9 Shotenroku IN Ulud. 


W The conference took place in 1878, 
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destitution. Their plight was truly to be pitied; therefore, I wanted 
the government to fix its future policy, and to decide on a program 
for phasing out some of the House Stipends. I worked actively 
for this policy, and argued several times for it. I regret exceedingly 
that I was unable to put my point across, Subsequently, the Ono 
and Shimada Companies collapsed, producing losses of several 
millions; and we wasted 7 or 8 million yen on the Taiwan affair, 
recovering no more than one-tenth that amount in the indem- 
nity. Prior to that the blundering policies of several ministries 
caused enormous losses to the government; of this everyone in the 
mation is aware. And the sudden impoverishment and starva- 
tion of the shizoku have given rise to depression in the land, and 
blocked their understanding of our situation in several sections 
of the country. How great the loss overall, no one can tell. Mean- 
time, not a single one of my aims was realized. Majority opinion 
was shaped by the immediate situation; and finally we have come 
to the present pass. I cannot deplore what has happened enough; 
therefore, I presented my old views to the Senior Ministers of 
State and the Imperial Councilors again today. Ever since we 
put into effect the county prefecture reform nine years ago, I 
have hoped that decentralization of authority would be effected 
for the good of the country. On this matter, though, the trend 
toward centralization has become firmer with each passing day; 
and majority opinion has followed blindly along for the most 
part. As I turned my thoughts to the future, I was moved to shed 
tears for a long time. I pray that the time will come when the 
common people of the whole nation will enjoy happiness. 

On withdrawing from the Sanjo mansion I called on Nakaji- 
ma... and Samejima . . . but both were absent. On the way back 
I visited Sugi Magoshichiro, and had a long talk with him. Fujii 
Yasoe, Shimada Sukeshichi, and Miura Genchü came to talk. 
Four other visitors and five letters came. 

Nakajima Saburonosuke’s daughter, Oroku, moved into my 
house today. Saburónosuke and I exchanged visits frequently 
after I was stationed at the coastal defense encampment in Sagami 
province twenty-three years ago. For half a year I studied in 
his school. When the Bakufu ordered some of its retainers to study 
naval science, I wanted to accompany him, and applied for 


23 Nakajima Saburónosuke and his sons died on the Bakufu side in the civil war in 
defense of Hakodate in 1869, $ 
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permission to the Bakufu, but in the end was not allowed to do 
so. He was aware of my intentions; and he had more trust in and 
fondness for me than for any of the others. At the time of the 
Restoration I feared that he would die in the troubles, so I wanted 
to meet with him to discuss the situation in the country; and I 
called on him in the winter of 1868, but he had already departed 
for Hakodate where he and his two sons ultimately died in battle. 
Both his sons were mere babies when I was at his school, and I 
was unbearably grieved to hear of their deaths. Today I called 
to mind those times, and felt depressed. Wanting to assist his 
wife and daughter, I privately entrusted the matter to a certain 
person. Recently I met the wife and daughter; and today the 
mother brought over her daughter. I have been privately in- 
formed of my orders to attend on the Emperor during his travels 
in Tōhoku the latter part of next month. This is an event unpre- 
cedented since the foundation of the Empire. 


27 April 1876 Cloudy, with a north wind. Fukubara Han came 
to bid farewell as he leaves for China tomorrow. At 3 I went to 
the Otarō to drink farewell toasts with Old Takasugi. Hosts for 
the party were Shishido Tamaki, Sugi Magoshichiro, and I. 
Okudaira Shosuke who has returned from Yamaguchi prefecture 
came to talk. He reported that Shinagawa Yajird accompanied 
him on the trip; he brought Shinagawa's letter from Yokohama. 
Onda Jinsuke and Sugiyama Takatoshi came to visit. 


28 April 1876 Rain. A north wind, miserably cold; it was un- 
bearable to my ailing body. Oka Moritomo, Nambu Sei'ichi, 
Oka Seiichi, and Fukuchi Gen'ichiro came to talk. I had three 
other visitors, Hiraoka sent me plans for my new house. At 2 I 
visited Sugiyama Takatoshi; and Hiraoka Michiyoshi also came 
over. I returned home at 9. 


79 April 1876 Cloudy. The north wind was still colder than 
yesterday. Kubo Hidekage came to talk. At 10 I went to Obata 
Vinosuke's, and returned home after 12. Shinagawa Yajiro has 
returned to Yamaguchi prefecture. 

I was invited to the seventieth birthday celebration for Oka 
Moritomo's mother, so I went to his house after 3. Most of the 
guests were acquaintances of mine, and we had a very pleasant 
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time. At 12 I returned home in the company of Shishido and 
Yamada. Twelve visitors came. 

A letter arrived from Kinashi Shin'ichi. Hiraoka Michiyoshi 
stayed for the night. 


30 April 1876 Fair. Sufu Kanatsuchi and Inoue Masamichi 
(the latter from Aki province) came to talk. Shinagawa Yajiro 
came over to discuss recent developments in Hagi castletown with 
me. He told me that Maebara Hikotaro had been taken in bya 
police investigator posing as a Satsuma man, and revealed his 
intent to rebel. Maebara then was caused to feel deeply ashamed 
for having led good men astray over his personal dissatisfactions, 
and he came to regret his actions deeply. Although he realized 


that it would be difficult to escape the requirements of the law, 


he apologized most earnestly to Shinagawa; and he vowed that, 
henceforth, he will be more circumspect, and he will never go 
back on his word. If his repentance is sincere, it will be fortunate 
not only for him, but also for the men of Hagi castletown. 

The year before last Maebara made a pledge of good behavior 
to me, that I should have no suspicions that he would ever repeat 
his mistake; but last year after he came up to Tokyo he stirred 
up the malcontents of the capital; he finally broke his promise, 
and returned home without telling me. It is a great shame that 
any man should be so undependable. Old Tamaki is also stub- 
bornly reactionary, and self-righteous; but he is already close to 
seventy; and there is nothing we can do about him. My only 
concern is that he will mislead younger men.^ Shinagawa also 
met with him to talk over the current situation; and the old man 
passed on his conservative views. 

Inoue Shozó came to visit. He says that he will leave for Ger- 
many on the second of next month. 

After 3 I called on Endo Kinsuke; and I visited Okudaira Sho- 
suke and Sugi Magoshichiro. I met with Namba Dembei and Iso- 


24 Tamaki Bunnoshin (1810-1876), Choshü samurai, was an adept poet and 
calligrapher who founded the Shoka Sonjuku in Hagi in 1843, the private academy 
which furnished Yoshida Shoin with his best forum later. Yoshida was ‘Tamaki’s 


nephew and greatest student. Tamaki held various offices in the counties of Chosha, 
but retired in 1869, and reopened the Shoka Sonjuku. Since many of his young 
students were involved in the Hagi Rising of 1876, Tamaki (who had encouraged 
resistance to the central government) committed suicide, At the Nogi shrine in 
Tokyo is a small shrine to the side, called the Shosho Jinja, dedicated to Tamaki and 
Yoshida, Tamaki had been Nogis teacher, and Yoshida was a fellow disciple, 
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mura Unosuke. (In times past the men who were called the Three 
Loyal Retainers?9 of Choshü were Akiyoshi Atsunosuke, Sakanoue 
Chüsuke, and Namba Dembei; but Namba is the most devoted 
among them. Even today he serves his former lord most faith- 
fully; it is obvious to all that the other two fall far behind him.) 
Namba told me that he has recently come to Tokyo. I left his 
place at 10; and Sugi and Namba stayed the night at my house. 
Yamagata Aritomo came to talk. Two other visitors came. 


NO Sanohiisin — MU 


1 May 1876 Fair. Naito Sakubei, Sakuma Kazusuke, Inoue 
Kaoru, Kodama Shosuke, Ozaki Saburo, Okudaira Shosuke, and 
Onda Jinsuke came to talk. There were two other visitors. At 5 
I went to Isomura Unosuke’s house at the invitation of Kodama 
Shosuke. Present there were Ito (a go master of the eighth rank), 
Namba Dembei, and Isahaya Otojird. Ito played a game of 
shogi with Takenaka, a game which Takenaka won (Ito having 
taken the handicap of playing without the kaku piece.)! I went to 
the Shogen after 7 at Kodama's invitation, and returned home 
before 11. A letter arrived from Ise Shosu. Kawase Shinko's 
letter also came. 

I sent letters to Kawase Shinko, Aoki Shüzo, and Katsura 
Taro. 


2 May 1876 I invited over the English Minister Parkes and 
Secretary Aston of his legation; and we had a long talk, We made 
an appointment to gather at my villa in Somei on the 7th. I 
called on Shinagawa Yajiro, and talked with him for a long time, 
returning home at 12. Four visitors called at my home today. 
I called on Hiraoka Michiyoshi at 4, and went directly from 
there to my Somei villa where I stayed overnight. 


3 May 1876 Fair. About 4 I invited over the Americans, Mr. 
and Mrs. Parson, and Mr. and Mrs. Veeder;? and all came. They 
dined together with Masaki Taizo, my wife and me, and Shojiro. 
The guests departed around 7; and we returned to our home at 10. 
During my absence five visitors and three letters had come. 


4 May 1876 Rain. Those who called to talk were Shinagawa 


1 The kaku piece moves in any direction, backwards or forward, to the side, or 
diagonally. 


2 Peter Vrooman Veeder was employed from 1871 to 1878 as a teacher of physics 


and mathematics at the Kaiveijo, 
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Yajirð (in regard to his trip abroad), Ota Samon (to consult about 
adopting a son), Inoue Kaoru (to consult in regard to my position 
in government and about Yamaguchi prefecture), Minami 
Teisuke (in regard to the bank), Kuki Ryüichi, (regarding matters 
in the Education Ministry), Okudaira Shosuke, Sakuma Kazu- 
suke, Ito Hosei, Onda Jinsuke, and Inoue Shin'ichi. This morning 
I went to Obata Einosuke's and returned home at 12. 


5May 1876 Rain, then clearing, finally cloudy. I visited Hirao- 
ka Michiyoshi, and returned home at 10. Katori Motohiko and 
Oka Sei'ichi came to talk. After 12 I took a walk in the neighbor- 
hood. 

Wakayama Gi'ichi gave me a piece which he had written on tax 
reform. 

Okudaira Shosuke, Onda Jinsuke, and Oya Kyüshichi came by. 
Four letters arrived. 


6 May 1876 Rain. Oya Kyüshichi left for Yamaguchi pre- 
fecture today, so he came by to bid farewell. At 9 I went to Obata 
Einosuke’s and called on Hayashi Hanshichi on the way back, 
but he was absent. I went to the Sanjo mansion to inquire after 
the Prime Minister's illness. Ito Hirobumi came to visit. ... 
Hattori Ichizo was married today; and, in accordance with 
his request, we held the ceremony at my house. More than ten of 
Hattori’s friends including Kuki Ryüichi were in attendance. 
About 11 the guests left. Hattori's wife's family was formerly . . . 
[The following is blank.] 
Letters arrived from Yoshida Uichi and Miura Yoshisuke. 


7 May 1876 Rain. The English Minister Parkes had promised 
to come to my villa in Somei today; but, on account of the rain, 
he asked to postpone his visit. After 2 I called on Onda and 
Okudaira; and then visited Shinagawa Yajiro and Shishido 
Tamaki. After 4 Sugi Magoshichiro, Shishido Tamaki, Shinagawa 
Yajiro, Yamada Akiyoshi, Matsuno Kan, and Ondo Jinsuke 
came to visit. As the English Minister had postponed his visit, 
I treated my friends to the Western dishes which had been pre- 
pared for him, Okudaira Nisui also came. 


8 May 1876 Fair, As Prince Ume is in ill health, I called at 
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the Imperial Household Ministry at 10 to inquire after the 
Prince. 

At 12 I went to my villa in Somei. Around 3 the English 
Minister Parkes and his wife came to visit, accompanied by 
Legation Secretary Aston and his wife. [One line is blank.] We 
strolled in the garden, had dinner at 5, and the guests left around 
6:30. We went home about 8. Three letters arrived. Masaki 
Jinsuke made me a present of some soy sauce. 


9 May 1876 Fair. At 10 I went to Obata Einosuke's, called on 
Sugi Magoshichiro on the way back, and returned home at 12. 
Nomura Yasushi and Sugi Magoshichiro came to talk. At 3 Sugi 
and I took a carriage to go to the opening of Ueno Park.? Home 
Minister Okubo had invited us. I relaxed briefly at the Seiyoken, 
then went to Ozaki Saburo's around 5 to keep an appointment. 
At 11 I returned home, accompanied by Oka Sei’ichi who 
stayed for the night. 
(Note) A letter arrived for Nomura Motosuke. 


10 May 1876 Rain. At 8 I paid a visit to Hiraoka Michiyoshi 
and returned home at 10. Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, Kusaka Yoshio, 
Kayama Takatoshi, and Ito Hosei came to talk. At 3 I called on 
Sugi Magoshichird, and returned home at 5. Two other visitors 
came today. 


11 May 1876 Fair. I went to Obata Einosuke’s place. My 
dentures were virtually finished today. At 12 I returned home. 
Those who came to talk were Murase Kiyo, Oka Moritomo, 
Inoue Shin'ichiro (who will go to Nagoya tomorrow), Kumano 
Kuro, Kodama Shosuke, Yamao Yozo, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, and 
Shishido Tamaki. I was invited to the birthday celebration for 
Sakuma Kazusuke's grandmother, and I went to his house at 4, 
returning home at 11. T'wo letters arrived. 
I sent letters to Inoue Kaoru and Yoshitomi Kan'ichi. 


12 May 1876 Cloudy. Miura Goro, Takasugi Hanshichi, and 


3 Dr. Anthonius F. Bauduin of the Netherlands had pressed for preservation of this 
natural open space as a public park, rather than becoming the grounds for a major 


hospital, Bauduin was commemorated with a bust erected on the grounds of Ueno 
Park at its hundredth anniversary, i 
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Amano Seisuke came over. At 3 I attended an informal conference 
at the Palace, and withdrew at 5. 

I invited the retired head of the Kuroda house over today; 
and Tomita Tazo, Yamada Jitsu, and Nishijima Tanemi came 
in attendance on him. I also invited Lord Tokudaiji, the Minister 
of the Imperial Household, and Sugi Magoshichiro. Everyone 
left at 11. One letter came today. 


13 May 1876 Cloudy. I called on Cho Sansu; Fujii Yasoe came 
to talk. Ikeda Kensai who has recently returned from Germany 
came to visit. Murata Tamotsu brought me a copy of his book. 

A letter came from Iwakura in regard to the termination 
of the hereditary stipends. 

I went to Yushima with Shishido Tamaki; and we went on 
to the ... in Ikenohata for the first meeting of our poetry group. 
The group numbers about twenty-five, all of them Yamaguchi 
prefecture men except for Naka Michitaka. On the way back 
I stopped at the Shogenro, returning home at 10. 


14 May 1876 Fair. I went to the Iwakura mansion to give him 
my opinions on stipend termination again. Moreover, I spoke 
of the undesirable aspects of overcentralization of authority, and 
I gave a detailed explanation of why decentralization should be 
our objective in the future. 

I went to Obata Einosuke's place. From there I paid a visit 
to Mori Arinori from whom I received a detailed briefing on the 
current situation in China. (Arinori has recently returned from 
China.) After talking with him for some time, I returned home. 
I also called on Sugiyama Takatoshi, returning home at 10. 
Nine visitors came to my house today. 

(Note) I advocated exporting salt to China. 


15 May 1876 Fair. Oka Moritomo and Suematsu Gumbei 
came by. I went to Yokohama on the 10:45 train, having been 
invited by Nomura Yasushi. Shishido, Yamada, Nomura, and 
| went together from Shimbashi Station. I returned by train 
after 7, and went with Sugi from Shinagawa Station to his villa. 
I reached my home at 11, Four visitors came. A letter arrived 
from Kuroda Kiyotaka, 
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16 May 1876 Fair. Namba Dembei came to bid farewell. Kondo 
Yoshiki, Sufu Kanatsuchi, and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. 
After 11 I went to Hiraoka Michiyoshi's, then visited Sugiyama 
Takatoshi but he was absent. I then called on Shirane Tasuke, and 
talked with him for a long time. From there I went directly to 
my villa in Somei. As I had promised last year, I invited over the 
Palace Secretaries! including Hijikata, Iwaya, Kitagawa, Haya- 
shi, Kanai, Sakuma, and Oka—as well as my friend Sugiyama. 
Kaedegawa played the role of host for the tea ceremony. I hung 
my treasured scrolls, and put some of my antiques on display. 
Everybody left around 8, and I went home at 10. 

Ito Hirobumi came with the news that he will go to the Ikuno 
silver mine tomorrow. 


17 May 1876 Fair. Sugi Magoshichiro came to discuss matters 
of the Imperial Household. My nephew Yoshisuke returned to 
Yamaguchi prefecture today. 

Today being the death anniversary of Lord Chisei, I went to 
the Takanawa mansion to pay my respects at the shrine there, 


and I met with the former Lord of Choshü, Third Court Rank, - 


Junior Grade, and his wife, and with the former lords of the 
branch family domains and their wives. I received ceremonial 
saké from them and withdrew at 6. 

Grand Chamberlain Higashikuze came to the mansion today 
as Imperial Representative.’ Moreover, the newspaper Nichi 
Nichi Shimbun, published by Nippo, described in detail Lord 
Chüsei's distinguished services. I was moved to tears as I recalled 
his times. (The newspaper also described my services in the 
Return of the Registers to the Throne.)? On my way back from 


4 Naigai Shishoki AS} s ac. 

5 The Ikuno silver mine, in modern Hyógo prefecture, was the largest in Japan at 
that time, although it was closed in 1973. The mine was owned by the Meiji govern- 
ment, and by the Bakufu before it. 

6 Chokushi ih (ik. 

? Nichi Nichi Shimbun was edited and published by Fukuchi Gen’ichiro who had 
accompanied the Iwakura Mission to America and Europe with Kido, and who 
generally admired Kido as a statesman. “The man with more moral influence on me 
than any other was Kido,” Fukuchi is quoted as saying. “I would discuss my views 
with Kido and generally the matters on which we agreed were nun is," Fukuchi 
said during the time that he was chief editor of the Tokyo Nichi Nichi, Fukuchi had 
drawn up rules for the Conference of Prefectural Governors for Kido in 1875, and 
served as de facto parliamentarian while Kido was president of that turbulent body, 
James L. Huffman, Politics of the Meiji Press: T he Life of Fukuchi Gen'ichird (Honolulu, 


University Press of Hawaii, 1980), 74, 94-95, 103. 
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Takanawa, I visited Kodama Shosuke, and together we called 
Sugi Magoshichiro. Shishido Tamaki and Yamada Akiyoshi were 
at his place; and we talked for a long time. Shishido, Yamada, 
and I left together; and Yamada came on to my house. Onda 
Jinsuke and Okudaira Shosuke also came over to talk. One letter 
arrived today. 


18 May 1876 Fair. Hiraoka Michyoshi brought over ... to 
rope off the site where my new house will be constructed. Prime 
Minister Sanjo came to my house in my absence, so I did not 
meet him. Fujii Yasoe, Takasugi Katsumasa, Okudaira Shosuke, 
and Nomura Yasushi came to talk. At 3 Okudaira, Nomura, and 
I went to the music concert hall of the Office of Ceremonies to 
observe practice for an hour, At the invitation of Seiho I went to 
the Shogenro around 5, returning home at 11. In my absence six 
visitors and two letters came. 


19 May 1876 Rain. At 8 I went to the Sanjō mansion. I related 
to Prince Sanjo the opinions I have held for some time past in re- 
gard to termination of the stipends of the kazoku and the shizoku, 
and discussed our purposes since the Restoration in general terms. 
I told him that we have sat back comfortably amidst the prosperity 
of the capital and have neglected to observe the situation in the 
remote, rustic areas. We have been dazzled by the daily changes 
before our eyes, and we have discarded our customs of several 
hundred years too readily. In the end we have fallen victim to the 
disease of excessive rigidity in our approach. I requested, therefore, 
that this matter be handled properly in light of the actual situation 
which prevails in our cities and in our rural regions, after referring 
to the best precedents ancient and modern. If the plan for termin- 
ation of stipends is not given up, I hope the government will 
minimize the troubles of those adversely affected, open the path 
of livelihood to them, and treat them with generosity. In this vein 
| presented my heartfelt views (and submitted a paper on the 
matter in addition). But none of the Imperial Councilors agrees 


with my position; and it appears that they will make a contrary 
decision. before many days. Because of my recent argument on 
their behalf the shizoku who hold small stipends will be given more 
lenient treatment, but the lower Kazoku and those above will be 
handled. with extraordinary severity, In light of the principles of 
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justice which prevail in the universe, it is an absolutely intolerable 
situation. I am very much upset about this, and I held forth with 
my arguments for a long time. As a result many hours were used 
up. Heavy rain fell on my way home. 

Kodama Shosuke, Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, Kishida Genko (who 
will accompany me on the trip to Mutsu province), and Kondo 
Yoshitatsu came by appointment. Two letters arrived. 


20 May 1876 Fair. I called on Ikeda Kensai who was absent. I 
visited Nakai Kozo, and I went to Obata Einosuke's place, re- 
turning home at 2. 

Yamada Akiyoshi, Oka Takeshiro, Sugi Magoshichiro, Tani- 
mura Shokichi, Okudaira Shosuke, Tsuda Sen, Minomura Rizae- 
mon, and Onda Jinsuke came to talk. 

Minister of the Right Iwakura came to visit; and he informed 
me that there is very little agreement to my suggestions on termin- 
ation of the house stipends, and that he will have to go with the 
stricter plan for disposing of them. I, therefore, told him again 
that the government should not act so heedlessly in phasing out 
the livelihood of several million people. At 3 I went to the Seiyo- 
ken in Ueno, I served as host for a friendly gathering of people 
from the Imperial Household Ministry. Tokudaiji headed the 
guest list of eight. Three visitors and six letters came to my 
home. 

(Note) Tsuda came to thank me for doing the calligraphy 
for the title page of his book Improved Farming Methods? 


21 May 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Fujii Yasoe, 
Fukubara Masaichi, Oka Yoshisuke, Ogasawara Kozo, Kodama 
Junichiro, Yamada Akiyoshi, Shishido Tamaki, Yamagata 
Aritomo, and Oka Sei'ichi. Oka stayed for the night. I went to 
Iwakura’s in regard to termination of the stipends; and I gave 
him my opinions on the subject again. I called on Yamao Yozo, 
Kodama Aijiró, and Shinagawa Yajiro, returning home at 1. 


8 Minomura Rizaemon’s frequent presence on the guest list provokes speculation, 
because he was manager of the House of Mitsui—bankers, department store owners, 


and budding industrialists. The government connection was very important in rise 
of this great zaibatsu house, Kido's precise role as à connection between economie 
power, as exemplified by Mitsui, and government is difficult to define, 


9 Baivoho hirei NOR NGA 
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At 4 I went to Oka Moritomo’s with Yamada and Shishido for the 
first meeting of our Mutual Credit Association.!? I returned home 
at 10. Three other visitors came. 


22 May 1876 Cloudy. At 8 I went up to the Palace; and at 
9:30 I attended on the Emperor as he proceeded to the Chamber 
of Elders. The session opened about 10, and before 12 a vote was 
taken. [Four lines are blank.] 

From there I went to the State Reception Hall in attendance 
on the Emperor, for a banquet given today by Prince Arisugawa. 
Prime Minister Sanjo, Minister of the Right Iwakura, Imperial 
Household Minister Tokudaiji, Grand Chamberlain Higashikuze. 
all the members of the Chamber of Elders, and I dined vit 
His Majesty. At 2 the Emperor returned to the Palace; after 3 
I went back home. I called on Shishido Tamaki, and returned 
home at 11. Four visitors came. Five letters arrived. 


23 May 1876 Fair. In the morning I went to the construction 
site of my new house, and returned home before long. I wrote 
a draft of my opinions in regard to the current problem. Kunishige 
Masafumi arrived in Tokyo, and came directly to my house to 
stay. 

Eight or nine of us who had been students at the Naitō Academy 
invited our master, Sakubei, to the Hirakiyo in Fukagawa; and 
| returned home at 12. Seven visitors and one letter came. 


24 May 1876 Fair. Hiraoka Michiyoshi and Naganuma Seisu 

came to visit. I called on Naka . . . about 8, and had a long talk 

with him, returning home around l. At 4 I visited Sugiyama 

Es and came back home at 10. Three visitors came. 
wo letters. 


25 May 1876 Cloudy. Yamada Akiyoshi and Oka Sei'ichi came 
to visit, At 2 I called on Wakayama Gi'ichi, and on the way back 
Mopped in at Aston's, returning home after 4. Kumano Kuro 
came to bid farewell, as he will return to ... prefecture soon. 
Sugi Magoshichiró came to talk. Sugi, Okudaira, Kunishige, 


n Muj ] [ { 

ei ddl no hatsukai TUM omo fr. It was the sort of credit association to which Kido 
ial belonged previously, It is doubtful that Kido needed the credit afforded by such 
an arrangement, so he may have joined for social purposes, 
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and I visited Onda Jinsuke at night. Two visitors came. Two 
letters. 


26 May 1876 Cloudy, then fair. I wrote an introduction for the 
Posthumous Works of Kusaka Fitsuho,™! and sent it to Katori Moto- 
hiki. Sufu Kanatsuchi came to talk. I went to the construction 
site of my new house. A few dozen of my friends invited me to the 
Shogenro for farewell drinks. i 

Sugi Magoshichiro, Miura Goro, and Yamagata Aritomo 
came to talk. Three letters. i 1 

Hayashi Otokuma came to bid farewell as he will return to his 
prefecture soon; he stayed for the night. 


27 May 1876 Fair. Yamagata Aritomo, Naitd Sakubei, and 
Fukubara Mataichi came to visit. I went to Fukagawa about 10 
to purchase rocks for my garden. I called on Fukubara Hozan, 
but he was absent. I paid a call at the Inoue house whose master 
is away; then I visited Nakai Hiroshi and Mori Arinori. But 
Nakai was out. At 4 I returned home. Okudaira Shosuke and 
Minomura Rizaemon came to call. Besides, there were ten other 
visitors, and two letters. A letter arrived from Katsura Taro. 


28 May 1876 Fair. Miura Goro, Onda Jinsuke, Kubo Bujizo, 
Sawa Masusaburo—the abbot—and Suematsu Bumpei came. 
I invited. Wakayama Gi'ichi and his wife over for the noon meal. 
After 3 I went with Yamada Akiyoshi and Kunishige Tadafumi 
to observe a display of the beloved art treasures of the late Uchida 
Masao. I then went to Hiraoka Michiyoshi's at his invitation. 
Sugi Magoshichiro, Onda Jinsuke, and Sugiyama Kotaro were 
present. I returned home after 11. In addition, five visitors came, 
and three letters arrived. At night, rain. 


29 May 1876 Fair. I called on Naka Michitaka, and returned 


ô 5 i -1864), as he is more 

1 Kusaka Jitsuho Ikó ALIAS. Kusaka Genzui (1840-1864), as mo 
Es e was born the son of a doctor, but did not succeed to the family 
headship and profession, like Kido. Kusaka was also a famous disciple of Yoshida 


Shoin and married Shoin’s younger sister. Among other things Kusaka, a Chosha 
extremist for the loyalist cause, was involved in the burning of the English Legation in 
Shinagawa in 1862, and in the attack on the Forbidden Gate of the Imperial Palace 
in Kyoto in 1864, On sustaining a wound in the latter he committed seppuku, Jitsuho 
‘We ji was his azana or nickname, 


MEIJI 9, MAY 301 


home at 11. I invited Nakai Hiroshi and Mori Arinori over for 
the noon meal; and we talked for a long time. They left at 3. 
After 5 I went to the Sanjo mansion by invitation, and returned 
home at 10. Otori Sesso, Takahashi Kumataro, Hori Shingoro, 
and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. In addition, three visitors 
came; and two letters arrived. The mission from Korea reached 
Japan today. 


30 May 1876 Cloudy, then rain, fair, then rain again. At 11:30 
I went to the Palace, having been summoned there to join the 
Emperor at his noon meal. In addition to Prime Minister Sanjo 
and Minister of the Right Iwakura, there were nine persons in 
attendance. I withdrew at 2. Minister of the Right Iwakura came 
to visit; and we talked about the termination of the kazoku 
stipends and the matter of the Imperial list of properties with an 
eye to the future. 

Yoshida Uichi arrived in Tokyo today, and came to talk. He 
informed me in some detail of the situation prevailing in Yamagu- 
chi prefecture. Sugiyama Takatoshi came, as did Sufu Kanatsuchi 
(who received Imperial orders as Junior Deputy Justice Minister!? 
today), Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Torio Koyata, Takenaka Kanekazu, 
and four other visitors. Two letters arrived. Around 4 I went to 
the Hirakiyo with Sugi Magoshichiro; and we played shégi with 
Takenaka Kanekazu and.... In addition to Yamada thirteen 
of us gathered. After 11 I returned home with Okudaira Shosuke. 
I called on. Cho Sansu this morning. 


31 May 1876 Fair. I attended on His Majesty the Emperor for 
Prince Kacho's funeral services, going to ... [Two lines are 
blank.] I visited Nakai Hiroshi, Inoue Kaoru's family in his 
absence, and Nakajima Nobuyuki;? and I went to the Sanjo 
mansion, but the Prince was absent. I met with Oka Sei'ichi, and 


12 Shihó Gonshojo TkH 7k. The recipient of this office was the son of Sufu Ma- 
sanosuke to whom Kido owed a substantial political debt. 

! Nakajima Nobuyuki (1846-1899), politician from Tosa, was a member of the 
Chamber of Elders at this time. Before the Restoration he had worked with Sakamoto 
Ryoma in the domain-sponsored trading company Kaientai; and after the establish- 
ment of prefectures became Governor of Kanagawa prefecture. At the Conference of 
Prefectural Governors in 1875, Nakajima was a bit of a thorn in the side of Presi- 
dent Kido; but Nakajima seems to have been close to Kido in 1876, Later, in 1890, 


as a Jiydto party member, he presided over the House of Representatives in the first 
Japanese Diet, 
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returned home at 5. I then went to Onda Jinsuke’s by invitation, 
and returned home at 12. 

Nineteen persons came. Six letters arrived. 

I was informed of the situation in Yamaguchi prefecture by 
Yoshida Uichi. 


June 


1 June 1876 Fair. I went to the Imperial Household Ministry 
at 9. Today ... had an audience with the Emperor; afterwards 
the Korean embassy was received by His Majesty. En route home 
I called on Yamamoto Sceijüro, and I went to the Ministry of 
Education to meet with Kuki Ryüichi. I reached home at 12. 
Ito Hirobumi called to report his return to Tokyo this morning; 
and Inoue Kaoru came to talk with me for the same reason. I 
received from them a detailed account of the current situation in 
Yamaguchi prefecture including matters relating to shizoku 
economic rehabilitation and the Shizoku Cooperative Company.! 

Sixty-two callers came to bid me farewell. Three letters arrived. 

The former Lord of Choshü came from his Takanawa mansion. 

Shishido Tamaki, Yamagata Aritomo, and Shinagawa Yajird 
also came; but, as I had to attend to some business while they 
were here, in the end I called on them at their houses. 


2 June 1876 Fair. Several dozen visitors came to see me off. 
At 9 I went to the Imperial Household Ministry; and before 10 
the Emperor made his departure. I set off in attendance on His 
Majesty in the same carriage with Minister of the Right Iwakura. 
The Emperor left from the Hanzo gate of the Palace at Kojimachi, 
and took a route by way of Hitosubashi-mitsuke, Nishiki-cho, 
Mannenbashi, and Ueno to Senju where he arrived about 12. 
The Empress came as far as Senju to see the party off; and the 
Prime Minister, Imperial Councilors, members of the Clhamber 
of Elders, and others of chokunin rank? saw us off there. At this 
station I took a short rest at the inn of Yamasakiya Chübei. The 
Vmperor's party left here after 1, and arrived at Soka post-town 
at 3:30, I stayed for the night at Ōkawa Hachirozaemon's. An 
ancestor of this family is said to be the earliest settler in Soka. 


! Kyodo-gainha, 
9 Ghokunin rank officials were appointed directly by the Emperor, 
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Abbot . . . and the third shogun Iemitsu? are also said to have come 
to this house. Iemitsu himself planted a pine tree here. (The 
pine which stands there now is a replacement.) The matriarch 
of the house once served the nun So Jihoin; and calligraphy by 
Jihoin hangs in the alcove there.* 


3 June 1876 Fair. The Emperor left Soka post-town at I; 
and I rode in his carriage in attendance on him. His Majesty 
observed the process of transplanting rice seedlings for a little 
while at .... We were told that farmers from around the neigh- 
borhood had come in to help. Before 10 His Majesty rested at 
Koshigaya (at the house of Fukui Gon’emon); and he reached 
Kasukabe post-town at 11 (stopping at Takeuchi Hikoemon’s). 
I took the noon meal at the District Office® there. The Emperor 
set out before 1; and I rode in the Imperial carriage in attendance 
on him in the afternoon. His party reached Sugito before 2 (the 
District Office), and arrived in Satte at 3 (at the house of Chiku 
Bunzo). I spent the night at Kobayashi's .... At night Minister 
of the Right Iwakura, Imperial Household Minister Tokudaiji, 
Assistant Minister Sugi, and Governor Shirane came to talk. 
Having received saké and food from the Emperor this evening, 
I shared them with these gentlemen. At the request of the local 
people, I did more than ten pieces of calligraphy. At night, rain. 
At 4 Governor Shirane was summoned by the Emperor to give 
a report on conditions within his prefecture. The Minister of the 
Right headed our party which served in attendance on the Em- 


peror. 


4 June 1876 Cloudy, then rain, then clear. His Majesty left 
at 7. The Emperor got out of his carriage for a while at the newly 
built dike to obtain a view of the entire embankment. Governor 
Shirane was summoned into the Imperial Presence; and the 
originators of the project, Ikeda Ohei and Nakamura Genji, were 


3 Tokugawa Iemitsu (1603-1651) ruled as third shogun in the Tokugawa line from 
1622 to 1651, and he brought the Shogunate to the highest degree of power, He was 
remembered for establishing the policy of the closed country in 16 for suppression 
of the Shimabara Rebellion in 1638 and the presecution of Christiar or the system 


of alternate residence of daimyo in Edo, sankin kótai, to control the lords; and for his 
domination of the Imperial Family. 

AARE 

^ Kumusho Wr 
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also called. In the presence of the Emperor I commended them 
for their work, and told them that we had heard a good deal 
about their construction project, and that their purpose was 
praiseworthy. At 10 the Emperor arrived in Kurihashi, and took 
a short rest (at Ikeda Ohei’s house). From there the Emperor 
took a boat to cross over to Nakata. In the middle of the river, 
some fishermen, cast their nets around ... and they dove into 
the water. Officials of the Imperial Household Ministry purchased 
some carp from the catch. At 12 the Emperor arrived in Fukukawa. 
... I took my noon meal at Maruyama Sadanosuke’s there. 
After 1 the Emperor set out, passed through Nogi, took a short 
rest at Mamata before 3, and arrived at Oyama post-town before 
4. I stopped over at Okabe Heishichi's. Today I was in attendance 
on His Majesty all day on horseback; and I received a gift of 
two carp from him. Governor Shirane, Assistant Minister Sugi, 
Kodama Aijiro, Tanimura Shokichi, and ... Umetsubo came 
to visit. Umetsubo presented me with two carp. At night, thunder 
and rain. 
(Note) Lady Shizuka's riding robe.* 
Grave of Kumazawa Banzan.? 


5 June 1876 Fair, The Emperor departed at 7, took a short rest 
at Koganei, had the noon meal at Ishibashi, rested for a brief 
time at Suzumenomiya, and arrived at Utsunomiya before 4. I 
left Hanegawa ahead of the Emperor to go to Koganci where 
I took the noon meal at the inn of Iseya Sashichi. The remains of 
the Yakushiji temple are there; and there are monuments to the 
Great Abbot Ganjin8 (the priest from T’ang China) and to 


"Shizuka Gozen was the loyal mistress of Minamoto Yoshitsune (1160-1190), and 
was remembered for her doleful lament for her lover as she was forced to dance before 
Shogun Minamoto Yoritomo in Kamakura, Her child by Yoshitsune was ordered 
killed by the fearful elder brother Yoritomo. 

! Kumazawa Banzan (1619-1691) was the heterodox Confucian philosopher who 
fell under suspicion of the Shogunate because he had as his students numerous court 
nobles, and because he directed a strong reform memorial to the Bakufu from Koga 
in Shimósa, and was imprisoned until his death because of it. Banzan was the founder 
ol the Wang Yang-ming, or Idealist school, of Confucian philosophy in Japan. This 
school was opposed to ritual, and stressed that men were endowed with the faculty to 
choose right, appealing, therefore, to the revolutionaries such as Kido who carried 
out the Meiji Restoration, 

" Ganjin (688-763) arrived in Japan in 754, having lost his eyesight while enduring 


incredible hardships to carry out his mission of establishing a proper ordination 
platform in Japan, The title of Great Abbot was conferred on him by the Emperor 
Shomu, 
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Dokyo.? Kondo Yoshitatsu and Kishida Ginko came to visit me. 
J arrived in Utsunomiya before 2. I stayed at the inn of Matsumiya 
Bunzo. At 5 the Emperor went to the detached garrison (con- 
structed on the site of the old castle) to observe the troops passing 
in review; I also went along in attendance on him. During the 
Boshin War,!° the greater part of the castle complex was burned. 
The grave of ... Kumpei is here; and the tomb of Takayama 
Hikokuro is also in this prefecture. 

The Emperor presented a gift of money to support religious 
services for the two men, and to the Shrine for the War Dead. 


6 June 1876 Fair. The Emperor left Utsunomiya at 7, and took 
a short rest at Tokujiro (at the house of Yonezawa Kurajiro). 
The Emperor took the noon meal at Osawa (at the house of Anzai 
Shugo); and I also had lunch (in Miyagi Gentaro's house). His 
Majesty left at 12, took a rest at Imaichi, and after 3:30 went by 
horseback to the town of Nikko to the Manganji temple. I rested 
at the house of Nomura Ichisaburo. I was in attendance on the 
Emperor throughout the day. Iwakura, Tokudaiji, and I went 
before the Emperor to inform him about the current political 
situation. 

Letters dated the 4th arrived from Tokyo. 

Representatives of the town of Nikko asked me to use my in- 
fluence to prevent the destruction of the Sambutsudo temple. 


7 June 1876 Rain. I went up to the Temporary Palace at 7:30, 
and attended on the Emperor as he viewed the Toshogü!? shrine 
and the shrine treasures. We saw the wooden statue which serves 
as the shintai, the object of worship; and we viewed the wooden 
statues of Lords Yoritomol? and Hideyoshi!4 as well. (Some say 


® Dokyo (d. 772) was the priest who won the favor of the Empress Shotoku, and 
made an abortive attempt to found a new dynasty. 

10 The Boshin War was the civil war which occurred in 1868; it is discussed 
frequently in Volume I of the diary. 

11 In the wake of the Restoration, Buddhist temples which had been patronized by 


the Tokugawa were being destroyed. 
12 This was the temple erected over the tomb of Tokugawa Ieyasu, and by extension 


the name Toshogü was applied to Ieyasu himself. The ornate gate to the shrine is 
designated a national treasure. 

13 Minamoto Yoritomo (1147-1199) was the founder of the Kamakura Shogunate, 
after directing a successful war against the Taira clan, 1180-1185, While he was an 
administrative genius who organized a system which endured, he had a reputation for 
cruelty toward those whom he suspected of opposition, 


14 Toyotomi Hideyoshi (1537-1598) was the brilliant general and pragmatic poli» 
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that the statue which is supposed to be. Yoritomo is actually No- 
bunaga, In this mausoleum there are, then, three shintai, sacred 
objects, for worship. It is said that Toshogü, whom we know as 
leyasu, always treated the other two men—Yoritomo and Hi- 
deyoshi—with respect and affection.) This shrine is unexcelled 
in all Japan for its magnificence. From there we went to look at 
the Daiyüin!5 shrine, its wooden statues, and the shrine treasures. 
At 12 the Emperor returned to his Temporary Palace; and after- 
wards I went back to my inn. At 5 I went to the inn of Minister 
of the Right Iwakura, and we discussed the present political 
situation and prospects for the future until 11. I called on Sugi 
Magoshichiroó on the way back, and returned to my inn around 1. 
I recently composed the following poem: 
Clouds of magenta haze rise from the dust 
along the Imperial route, 
His Majesty's banner casts its shadow over the rich green 
pines, 
The people, old and young, assist one another, 
Coming to discharge with respect their heavy obligation. 


8 June 1876 Fair. At 7:30 we left for Chüzenji;!$ the scenery 
along the way was superb. At 12 we saw the Kegon no Taki falls,1” 
and went to the Chüzenji temple for a short rest. The view above 
the lake resembles that at Lake Hakone. I worshipped at the 
Nikko shrine,18 and returned to my inn at 5. Rain fell from time 
to time on the mountain. At 5 I visited Sugi Magoshichiro, called 
then on Yuasa ..., and returned to my inn at 8. In my absence 
Grand Chamberlain Higashikuze had come, leaving a note 
about a change for the worse in Prince Umemiya's condition; 
therefore, I went to see Higashikuze, Tokudaiji and Iwakura 
at once, before returning to my inn. 
On my way back from Chüzenji today, I chanced on an idea 

lor à poem which I wrote as follows: 

How remote! 2,500 years! 

How long does Imperial power antedate Nikko! 


leian who completed national unification just before Ieyasu took over. 

1^ This was the shrine in honor of Tokugawa Iemitsu. 

10 This iy the lake high up the mountain, famed for its mirror-like reflections of the 
surrounding woods, especially at the turning of the maple leaves in autumn, 

W This waterfall at Nikko in about 250 feet in height, 

T Nikko Shrine was the original shrine there, 
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In a brief respite from affairs of state, 
I ascended the mountain, 
And watched the smoke rise 
from the houses of the people below.!? 
At night, rain. 
(Note) Reports on Prince Umenomiya’s condition have been 
coming in daily. The Prince's illness has been serious since last 
year, a most regrettable condition. 


9 June 1876 Cloudy. At 6 I went to the Temporary Palace. 
His Majesty departed in his palanquin at 7. He changed to his 
carriage at ..., and ordered me to ride with him, At Imaichi 
he took a short rest, and arrived at Osawa before 1 (at Anzai 
Shugo’s). I took the noon meal at the inn in which I stayed earlier; 
and from here I left for Utsunomiya ahead of the Emperor. My 
inn was the Matsumiya where I had stayed before. At 5 I went to 
the Temporary Palace to pay my respects. 

As Prince Umenomiya has died, His Majesty will remain 
in this post-town for a day longer—until tomorrow. I called 
on Minister of the Right Iwakura, and had a long talk with him. 
We decided that the Director of the Chamberlain’s Office?? will 
be sent to Tokyo tomorrow. 

The news reached here from Tokyo today. ... I visited Sugi 
Magoshichiro at night. 


10 June 1876 Fair. Minister of Right Iwakura came to talk. 
I sent letters to Governor Makimura, Governor Sekiguchi, 
Yoshida Uichi, Oka Sei'ichi, Nishijima Seiho, Fujii Seitaro, and 
Matsu and Shojiro. 

The other day His Majesty gave me a poetry theme from 
one of the eight famous sights of Nikko—‘‘a drenching shower?’ — 
so I composed a poem in the five-syllable Chinese style: 

The rain fell as if poured from a bowl, 
In an instant my vision on all sides 


19 Kido’s poem echoes the Emperor Nintoku who wrote of smoke rising from the 
people’s houses after three years of benevolent rule brought about by his remission of 


taxes. It gave them enough food to cook. By implication the Emperor's rule had re- 
vived the country after a period of depression under the Shogun. In any case, Imper- 
ial rule long antedated the establishment of the ‘Tokugawa shrine in honor of "Fokus 


gawa Ieyasu at Nikko, 
20 Fijubancho (NM e. 
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was obscured by the mist; 
Raindrops splash at my feet; 
And one, like a piece of jade, drops on 
my brow. 

At 11 I went to Sugi Magoshichiro's inn; and, at the request 
of the inn proprietor, I did about a dozen pieces of calligraphy. 
At 4 I returned to my inn. At 5 I went up to the Temporary 
Palace. I was an observer while the local governor, Nabeshima 

., and the magistrate?! reported on official matters before the 
"Throne; then I questioned them about the present situation in the 
prefecture. After the two of them withdrew, the Emperor had 
Iwakura and the other officials of chokunin rank served with food 
and drink. We talked among ourselves, each of us, about times 
past and the prospects for the future. I withdrew at 10. Today I 
had an appointment to view some calligraphy and paintings... . 
As the time had become late without my realizing it, I went there 
to apologize. 


11 June 1876 Fair. At 7 His Majesty left this station, took a 
short rest at Shirosawa, and had his midday meal at 11 in Uji'ie 
at Hiyama Rokujiroó's house. I had mine at Hiraishi Sekihei’s 
house. He asked for my calligraphy, so I did several pieces of 
poems which I had written in the past. His Majesty took a short 
rest at Kigengawa, and arrived at Sakuyama at 5. The Temporary 
Palace was established at Innan Kinsaburo's house; and I stayed 
at the house of Inoue Shinsaburo. Rain started to fall around 4:30. 
(Note) His Majesty took a short rest at Akutsu. 


12 June 1876 Cloudy. The Emperor set out at 7, and took a rest 
at... where His Majesty observed two colts that were born 
in April and a mare. One of the colts was Arabian and stood four 
or five inches? taller than the other. His Majesty stopped to rest 
at Otawara, and then at .... The Nasu Range stretched out 
before us; and the scene was superb. About 400 horses pasturing 
here were turned out into a field for the Emperor's inspection. 


His Majesty reached Koshihori at 12 . . . and had his noon meal; 
| took mine at Fujita Kambei's. I attended on His Majesty's 
procession on horseback until noon today. The Emperor relaxed 
t Hanji OM. 
99 En the text, four or five sun taller, A sun is 1,193 Inches. 
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for a time at ... in Ashino; this place faces a small mountain 
across the river, and the scene is superb. His Majesty arrived at 
Ashino post-town at 4, [One and a half lines are blank.] Today 
the Emperor dispatched Governor Nabeshima to Kurobane 
Shrine for the War Dead. The Governor returned to the Tempor- 
ary Palace at Koshibori to report the completion of his mission. 

(Note) A telegram arrived from Inoue Kaoru in regard to my 
trip abroad. 


13 June 1876 Fair. The Emperor started out at 7, rested for a 
time at Shirasaka, and reached Shirakawa at 11. At the entrance 
to Shirakawa are some graves of Satsuma and Choshü men who 
died in the war. They are opposite the graves of some enemy 
soldiers. His Majesty stopped his carriage for a while to inquire 
about details of the battle.?? After 12 he went to the enclosure of 
the old castle to observe horses grazing around the ruins of the 
inner citadel. When villages here were destitute, and the people 
were on the verge of starvation, a man named Yatabe Saizo made 
a great effort to encourage the prefectural government to act; 
and for the past four years, through his intercession, it has pro- 
moted the raising of horses chiefly, so that today the once destitute 
people have begun to make a living. (I was told that the govern- 
ment loaned 3,000 yen to start the undertaking.) Yatabe was 
summoned into the Imperial Presence; and I read to him the 
Imperial words of praise for his work. Moreover, two other men 

.. were summoned to give the: Emperor eyewitness accounts of 
the Battle of Shirakawa in the time of the Boshin War. After 2 
the Emperor returned to his Temporary Palace. I went from there 
with six or seven others to the ... lake to see the historic spot 
connected with Old Raku4 of Shirakawa. The scenery there was 
superb. I pictured to myself the way in which Old Raku and the 
local inhabitants enjoyed themselves in those times, and I felt a 


23 Shirakawa was the site of an important battle of 1868 during the Boshin War. It 
was located in Iwaki province, or modern Fukushima prefecture, and served as the 
castletown for the 100,000-koku domain of the Abe family. 

24 Raku-o was the Buddhist name of Matsudaira Sadanobu (1758-1829) after he 
withdrew from office in 1812, and had his head shaved. He became the daimyo of 


Shirakawa castletown in 1783, and became rójü in the administration of Shogun 
Tenari in 1787. Thereafter, he played a dominant role in the Bakufu for more than two 
decades, being credited with wise administration and reduction of expenditures based 
on Confucian principles of morality, He prepared coastal defenses against the Rus- 
sians, His son was transferred from Shirakawa to Kuwana in 1825, 
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strong affection for him. At 5 I returned to my inn. Then I went 
to Minister of the Right Iwakura's inn; and I talked with him 
about my personal feelings, and my great apprehensions as to the 
future, and told him of Inoue's telegram. Tonight Fujii Seitaro 
brought letters from Inoue Kaoru and from my home. He told 
me that he had left Tokyo at 5 p.m. on the 12th, the day before 
yesterday.?5 I stayed at the inn of Edoya Hikozaemon. 


14 June 1876 Fair. I departed at 6:30 a.m. ahead of the Em- 
peror. In a post-town along the way were graves of those who died 
in the Boshin War, soldiers from Satsuma, Choshü, Sadowara, 
‘Tosa, and other places; I paid my respects to them. Minister 
of the Right Twakura and I discussed a plan to place some stone 
lanterns there that their memory might be perpetuated. Places 
for the Emperor to rest were prepared at Odawara and Fumase. 
I relaxed a short while at Fumase, and reached Suga at 11. There 
I stayed at Nishiyama Sadasuke's. On Imperial orders Minister 
of the Right Iwakura, I, and others went to the hospital to inspect 
its operations. After 5 I went to Iwakura's inn to consult him 
about the problem which brought Seitaro from Tokyo. 

I also talked with Iwakura about matters requiring the Em- 
peror's attention. On the way back I called on Sugi Magoshichiro, 
then returned to my inn. I replied to Inoue's letter; and at night 
| went to Iwasa Jun’s inn. 

(Note) The Temporary Palace here was the District Assembly 
Hall.26 


15 June 1876 Fair. I finished the letter which I started to 
Inoue Kaoru yesterday, and I wrote a letter home (addressed to 
both Shojiro and Hikotaro), entrusting them to Seitaro who left 
lor Tokyo after 11. At 12 I went to the horse-breeding center in 
attendance on the Emperor. We saw one hundred two-year-old 
horses, and some Arabian stud horses; and we observed the pro- 
cess whereby, through the arrangements for sales, a bonus is given 
lo the breeder of high-quality horses which bring top prices. 
His Maje 
riding of local horses, After returning to the place at which I am 
slaying I did several pieces of calligraphy on the request of my 


sty left there at 3 to observe a demonstration of the 


9^ Perhaps Kido meant the 11th, 
9n Aukaisho WA. 
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host. Iwasa Jun and Sugi Magoshichiro came to visit me. 

Minister of the Right Iwakura showed me Prime Minister 
Sanjo’s letter and a report by a foreigner on the recent situation 
in China. 


16 June 1876 Fair. The Emperor set out at 7; and he stopped 
for a bit of rest at Sasagawa village. Before 10 he halted at Kori- 
yama Primary School for a short rest. The students greeted His 
Majesty on the school grounds. I had never seen a primary school 
so extensive as this one. The main building is about 30 feet by 170 
feet,?? and it is built two stories high. The long buildings on either 
side had classrooms for the boys and girls; and the structures are 
Western-style for the most part. His Majesty inspected the school 
throughout, then mounted his carriage immediately, and arrived 
in Kuwano village after 11. It was about two miles from Koriya- 
ma. Kuwano village is made up of land developed in 1873 by 
twenty-eight men headed by a Koriyama man named ... with 
the encouragement of the prefectural government; and today 
more than 140 houses have been built, and more than 600 people 
have moved in to settle. 

The Temporary Palace here was located at a company called 
the Kaiseisha. After 2 the Emperor summoned a prefectural 
official Nakajo . .. (Nakajo was the chief figure in promoting the 
land development project from its beginning), and His Majesty 
heard from him a report on the Kuwano village land develop- 
ment project, and the present status of it. Afterwards the twenty- 
eight men were all summoned into the Imperial Presence; and 
the Minister of the Right lauded them for their work. Then, at 
the Emperor's command, the Minister of the Right and I went to 
inspect the reclaimed land (about five miles distant) in the com- 
pany of seven or eight of the men. We saw how the Western-style 
plow operates, calves of Western breed, and everything else about 
this land development project. About 6 we went up to the Tem- 
porary Palace to report on our observations. From there I went 
back directly to my inn. Iwakura, Tokudaiji, Higashikuze, Sugi, 
and Takasaki came to visit. A painter from this locality named 
Sekisui called on me; he said that he had met me once at Koseki’s 
place in Kyoto. 

I was asked to give a name to the Kóriyama Primary School, 


?? Tt was five ken by thirty ken, according to the text, a ken being equal to 1,9 yards, 
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and to write it on framed paper; so I wrote out the four large 
characters for School of Golden Light;?8 and I also wrote “On 
June ... 1876, the 9th year of Meiji, the Imperial carriage passed 
through here this day." I stayed at the house of Ishii Sadayasu 
who is a junior official?? here, one who worked tirelessly on behalf 
of land development in Kuwano village. Today Ishii and Nakajo 
were our guides for the round of inspections. From Ishii I received 
papers relating to the land development project, and a map of it. 


17 June 1876 Before 7 on the balcony of the Kaiseijo (which is 
serving as the Temporary Palace), the Emperor inquired of pre- 
fectural officials about the geographical features of the area which 
lies to the east of Wakamatsu prefecture. At 7:10 His Majesty 
departed, and he stopped at the Koriyama Primary School. The 
students did “gymnastics” for the Emperor. He then took a short 
rest at Yokomori which is close to Mount Azumi. In the garden 
before the Emperor’s temporary resting house, hankatsumi and 
naniwatsu9? (flora indigenous to Mount Azumi) had been planted. 
The Emperor took his noon meal at Motomiya (at the house of 
Kamobara Yozaemon). He set out from there at 8, stopped at 
Minami Sugita village, and arrived at Nihommatsu after 3. 

I had the midday meal at Hozumi Kajonosuke's in Motomiya. 
In Nihommatsu I stayed at Watanabe Sojiemon's. 


18 June 1876 Fair. I was in attendance on the Emperor for his 
visit to the silk filature mill in this place after 8. The mill here 
was built on the grounds of the old castle. We were told that 250 
young women are employed in the factory, 150 from shizoku 
families here, and the remainder from Wakamatsu, Echigo, 
Sendai, Fukushima, and Hokkaido. An official of the fifteenth 
rank, a man named Saito Motoyuki (a man from Shirakawa 
prefecture), who knew all about the machinery, served as guide 
for the Emperor throughout, and explained to him how the 
filature mill operates. After returning to his rest house, the Em- 
peror summoned Motoyuki again to have him explain the good 
and bad features of each of the varieties of cocoons on display; 


?! Kinto Gakko 4» V NM. 

9 Shozoku "NI. 

990. Hanakatyumd {Bote and nantteatsu Zt V 4579 were alpineslike plants with blooms 
resembling the iris; 
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and the strength and weight of the different threads was demon- 
strated by the equipment for His Majesty's inspection. Afterwards 
the president of the silk filature mill company, Sano Rihachi, as 
well as Yamada Osamu and Anzai Ubei, were summoned; and 
I read the Emperor's statement of praise to them for their efforts. 
A man named Yusa Kinnojo was unable to have an audience on 
account of illness. Shortly after this audience was scheduled the 
Emperor returned to his quarters. I climbed up to the ruins of 
the mountaintop castle with the Chamberlains Higashikuze 
and Yoneda. This castle was built by Nihommatsu Ukyo, and 
belonged to Date Masamune, Gamo Ujisato, and Kato Yoshiaki, 
until finally it fell into the hands of the Niwa family." After 11 
I went to the Temporary Palace for a short while, and withdrew 
to go directly back to my inn. At 2 Kondo Yoshiki, Kishida 
Ginko, Matataró, and I went to Onizuka (Devil's Eminence) 
at Adachigahara to see the cavern. (Large rocks are rare in this 
part of the country; but here there is a boulder of unparalleled 
size; and in the rock is an opening wide enough for a devil's 
knee. That seems to be the explanation as to why the name has 
become popular for the hill. At the foot of a cryptomeria tree 
which stands on Onizuka is a stone monument inscribed with a 
poem by Taira no Kanemori.32 Numerous images of Buddha are 
carved on the rocks of the cavern. Next to the cavern is the Kan- 
zeiji temple and behind the cavern stands the Kannondo.) From 
there we climbed to the top of the hill from which we looked out 
over the land. The Okuma River runs along the base of the hill, 
and from the heights we gazed across at the mountains of the 
Shinobu area?? and Mount Adachi Taro: the scene was superb. 
Afterwards, the proprietor of the inn brought snow to us in a 
lacquered picnic box. At 4 I returned to my inn; and there I did 
about a dozen pieces of calligraphy at the request of the proprietor 
and others. Tokudaiji, Sugi, Kodama, and Iwasa came to visit 
me; and around 8 I went to the inns of Tokudaiji and others, I 
returned home and went to bed at 11. 

On the way to Onizuka in Adachigahara, or Adachi Wilder- 


31 The Niwa were late-sixteenth century retainers of the Tokugawa family. 

32 Taira Kanemori (2-990) was one of the thirty-six master poets of the Heian era, 
and one of his poems is included in the game A Hundred Poems by à Hundred Poets, 
He was descended from the Emperor Koko, 


M Shinobu was a county or gun. 
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ness, today I noted that the whole area has been converted into 
paddy rice fields, and that there is no wilderness to be seen. I 
composed the following light verse: 
In the present Emperor’s reign which has opened the way 
to civilization, 
The wilderness of Adachi is no more, 
Someday Nasuno,%4 the wild plain of Nasu, will also be 
nothing more than a name. 
(Note) When we went to Onizuka, men named ... Raku 
and Takahashi Heibei served as our guides. Raku is said to have 
been a village headman?? for this area, but is now retired. 


19 June 1876 Cloudy. I went up to the Temporary Palace 
before 7, and left directly from there ahead of the Emperor. I 
took a short rest at Fushiogami from which I commanded a view 
of Mount Shinobu before me, and of Fukushima below. It made 
a superb scene. This area has been recently opened up; and a 
guest house with a thatched roof had been prepared for the 
limperor. I arrived in Fukushima before 11, and put up at the 
inn of Asakusaya Uichiro. I had a twenty-mat room at the rear 
of the inn. My north window commands a view of Mount Shi- 
nobu; the scene is superb. To the west is a small grove of trees 
among which the severed head of Sera Yüzo was buried until 
recently when it was reinterred at Shiraishi. 

‘The Emperor took a short rest at Matsukawa post-town (which 
is also called Hatchome). His Majesty also relaxed at a rest house 
built especially for him at Fushiogami; and he arrived at Fuku- 
shima post-town before 12. The Temporary Palace there was 
located in the school. At 3 His Majesty inspected local products 
ol this prefecture and Okitama prefecture? as well as calligraphy 
and paintings, and antiques on display in the Temporary Palace. 
At 5 I withdrew; about 7 I went to Minister of the Right Iwa- 
kura's to discuss with him our deep concern about the Emperor's 
development. I sincerely hoped that His Majesty would make 
greater progress during this tour. I called on Sugi Magoshichiro, 
and. returned to my inn at 10. Today I sent letters to Masaki 


M Neawunogahara Is at the foot of Nasudake, a mountain in Kanto, 

V Nanushi fle. 

The old Yonezawa domain was given this name from 1871 to 1076 when it was 
merged with Yamagata Prefecture, 
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Taizo, Matsu, Shojiro, and Seitaro. The Vice Governor of Oki- 
tama prefecture .... Here is the poem which I composed when 
I passed through the barrier-gate?? for Shirakawa. (The old 
barrier-gate was located about eight miles distant.)38 
The fierce battle is over now. 
Once corpses filled this road 
in that terrible time; 
Fresh blood stained its soil; 
Forgetting that the sun was about to set, 
Amidst these wild grasses I reined in my horse 
'To pay my respects here at Shirakawa Barrier. 
An impromptu poem: 
The extravagant officials of the capital 
throw money away—by the thousands! 
Hence have the impoverished villages 
fallen so low. 
In these times nothing transcends finding new 
policies of true statesmanship; (my personal belief) 
For which we must defer to cultivated men 
of unselfish mind. 
(Note) Governor?? Shinsho Atsunobu of Okitama prefecture, 
Governor Murakami Mitsuo of Iwasaki prefecture, and Councilor 
Kishira Shunsuke of Wakamatsu prefecture came to visit. 


20 June 1876 Rain. Iwasa Jun came to give me medical treat- 
ment, At 8:15 I went to the Temporary Palace, and from there 
I attended on the Emperor en route to the Prefectural Office. 
His Majesty heard reports on the condition of the life of people 
in this prefecture, on the vicissitudes of local production, on the 
level of the circulation of money, on the administrative business 
of the local prefectural office, and on the official business of the 
local court and the handling of criminal law. On leaving there 
at 2 he went to the primary school, which serves as the Temporary 
Palace, to observe the instruction of several classes for boys and 
for girls. After 4 he took his leave. At 5 Minister of the Right 
Iwakura, I, and several others were summoned into the Imperial 
presence, and there served with food and drinks. After the group 


9? Seki Wf. 
38 Three ri HL. 


99 Gonret AMAT 
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dispersed Iwakura, Tokudaiji, and I remained with the Emperor 
to give him our views on several pending matters. At 10 we with- 
drew. 

A letter arrived from Inoue Kaoru. 


21 June 1876 Fair. At 7 the Emperor departed for the Handa 
silver mine; both going and returning he stopped to rest at the 
Senoue and Kuwaori. At Handa the Emperor rested for a time 
at the mine office, then partook of the midday meal. From there 
he went to the mine where he observed the refuse materials from 
the mine, the silver ore itself, the entrance to the mine, the en- 
trance to the mine shaft, the machinery for washing the ore, the 
process of separation of the ore, the pulverization of the ore, the 
conveyance of the ore out of the mine shaft, assaying it, and put- 
ling it into casks. His Majesty took all of it in, each step of it. He 
then returned to his rest house for a short time; and I reported to 
him every detail of Yoshida Ichijüro's explanation of the mine’s 
workings. At 1:50 the Emperor left there, returning to Fukushima 
post-town at 4:50, After 5 I returned from the Temporary Palace 
to my inn. In the last two days several dozen families have asked 
lor my calligraphy. Since there was no alternative, I finally did 
lifty or sixty pieces of my brushwork for them. I did three framed 
works for the school. 

Sugi Magoshichiro, Kagawa Keizo, Chamberlain Yoneda, 
and Minister of the Right Iwakura called on me. Ito Hirobumi's 
letter arrived, 


22 June 1876 Rain. At 7 the Emperor made his departure, and 
| followed him a little later. I went to the Imperial rest house at 
Senoue, thenon to the Kuwaori rest house ahead of the Emperor, 
His Majesty arrived at Fujita at 11, and took his noon meal there 


(at Higuchi Jzó's place). From there I went on ahead, stopped 
by carriage at the remains of Okido, went past Saikawa, and 
arrived at Shiraishi before 5. The Temporary Palace is in a 
chool (which is said to have been a teahouse of the old Date 
family), Letters arrived from Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Yoshitomi 
Kanichi, my nephew Hikotaró, Fujii Tard, and Assistant Min- 
inter Kodama, 


Yamayoshi Morinori, Murakami Mitsuo, Miyagi Naozó, and 
Watanabe... came to visit, 
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(Note) I had the midday meal at Nakamura Heibei's house. 


23 June 1876 Cloudy. Nakajo ... and Bito of the seventh 
official rank—a magistrate—came to visit me. At 6:30 I went 
up to the Temporary Palace, and departed from there ahead of 
the Emperor. I paid my respects at Sera Shüzo's tomb which lies 
on a small mountain on the outskirts of Shiraishi post-town. In 
the spring of 1868 when we were planning to force the domains 
of Ou to commit themselves as speedily as possible, I conferred 
with Sera at an inn in the Kawaramachi section of Kyoto. Shortly 
afterwards Sera was appointed chief-of-staff to the commander- 
in-chief of the campaign, and departed for the front. In the end, 
however, he was assassinated; and, as I reflect on those times, 
I am unbearably grieved. At 10:30 I arrived at Okawara, and 
had my noon meal at . . . kawa Kichibei’s. There I sent off a reply 
to Ito Hirobumi. 

(Note) This morning at the Temporary Palace I saw the helmet 
of Sato Tsugunobu.^? His Majesty rested for a time at the house 
of Takayama Shokichi, and took his midday meal there. From 
there I attended on the Emperor in his carriage. We passed 
through Funamawari and Sukigi, and arrived in Iwanuma at 
3:40. 

I met with Okubo Toshimichi at the Temporary Palace. 

(Note) The Temporary Palace was at the Takiguma temple. 
Iwa Jun came to give me medical treatment. My accommoda- 
tions were at the home of Kikuchi Taminosuke. 


24 June 1876 Cloudy. I departed before 7 from the Temporary 
Palace at Iwanuma ahead of the Emperor. En route I stopped by 
the Imperial resting quarters at Masuda. (A man named Kiku- 
chi Zenzó has recently built this structure, and requested that 
it be used as an Imperial rest house.) Here the local people were 
pounding in a mortar at the roadside (the young women all in 
uniforms), and singing a song said to have been written by Masa- 
mune,‘! practicing for an appearance before the Emperor. Be- 


49 Sató Tsugunobu (1158-1185) was one of the Four Henchmen of Minamoto Yor 
shitsune, and was seriously wounded in the Battle of Yashima, 1185, while shielding 
his patron. Satö barely avoided decapitation, but died soon after, 

^! Date Masamune (1566-1636) was the great man of the area, having been Lord 
of Sendai from 1600 to 1636. He was best remembered for having sent a mision to 
Spain in 1613, headed by his retainer Havekura Rokuemon, and including Father 
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tween Nakata and Nagamachi behind the Suwa shrine, I saw an 
old monument from the Tengyo period (938-947). I arrived at 
Totsuka Sadasuke’s at . . . in Sendai after 10. 

(Note) Sadasuke was absent, and his clerk, Sato Sannosuke, 
took care of us. à 

The Temporary Palace is on Tsutsuji mountain‘? at a site 
covering forty to forty-five acres.48 At 1 I went to the Temporary 
Palace, and there awaited the Emperor’s arrival. After the Min- 
ister of the Right and the rest of us finished making preparations, 
we discussed the places the Emperor would visit tomorrow; and 
at 2 I returned to my inn. I went to the Aoba shrine, then I paid 
my respects at the grave of Hayashi Shihei^ (in the Ryü'unji 
temple). On the way back I worshipped at the Hachiman shrine 
in..., and returned to my inn at 4:30. I then went to the 
Temporary Palace a second time. Officials of chokunin rank re- 
ceived saké in the Imperial Presence. At 7 I returned to my inn. 


25 June 1876 Rain. At 7:50 I went up to the Temporary Palace; 
and at 8 I attended on the Emperor for his tour of the prefectural 
office, the court, and the normal school and its attached primary 
school. His Majesty took the noon meal at the Yoneya Shigeharu 
in Kokubu-cho. In response to an order to Minister of the Right 
Iwakura, we went to the primary school, and after 2 went up to 
the Temporary Palace. At 4 I withdrew, visited Oyama Yasuke 
and Okubo Toshimichi, returning to my inn at 7. Minister of the 
Right Iwakura and . . . came to visit. 

(Note) A letter came from Ito Hirobumi, and a Western news- 
paper arrived. 

Okubo was not at his place. 


26 June 1876 Cloudy. At 6 Okubo Toshimichi came to visit. 


Soleto, While the mission was gone, however, Masamune switched from favoring 
Christianity to persecution of Christians. This is the subject of a novel by Endo Shü- 
nuke, translated by Van Gesell under the title The Samurai (University of California 


Prem, 1981). 
9 It means Azalea Mountain. 
9! Seventeen or eighteen chò lily, 
M Hayashi Shihei (1738-1793) was renowned for his two books on coastal defense, 


written after he had explored the Ezo region. He was buried here because he had been 
confined on Bakufu orders at his brother's house in Sendai for questioning the Shogun's 
defense preparations against maritime attack, After the Restoration he was given a 


posthumous court rank, 


320 DIARY OF KIDO TAKAYOSHI, III 


Before 8 I went up to the Temporary Palace to attend on the 
Emperor en route to the army garrison barracks. 

After the inspection His Majesty went to the drill field for a 
military review. He then ordered target practice using live shells. 
(This place was on the Miyagi plain.) I was ordered to visit the 
Kyoritsu Hospital, representing the Emperor. (With four cav- 
alrymen before and after, the Imperial Archivist, Assistant 
Minister, Chamberlains, the Imperial Physicians, and others 
accompanied me.) We inspected the interior of the hospital, and 
were told of the origins of the Kyoritsu Hospital in detail, From 
there we went to the Higher Court, and waited for the Emperor. 
His Majesty arrived at 10:30. After inspecting the offices and 
courtrooms of the Higher Court, he went to Yoneya's house which 
he had visited yesterday to have the noon meal. At 2 he ascended 
the road to the headquarters of the garrison (on the old Date 
family castle grounds; about 250 yards up the hill lie the remains 
of Masamune's residential castle—that is to say, the keep) which 
the Emperor also viewed. From there he saw the city of Sendai 
and its surroundings (a panoramic view as far as the seacoast). 
From there His Majesty went to view an exhibition (including 
relics of antiquity and local products. Among them the most 
unusual thing was a Christian cross which a man named Hasekura 
brought back from southern Europe, from which country is not 
clear, as well as a portrait of Hasekura in oil.4° In this picture he 
wore Western-style clothes and a Japanese sword, and is paying 
his respects to the cross. Moreover, there was a letter which he 
seems to have brought back at the same time. In what language 
itis written is unclear. There was a finely crafted article woven 
from a woman's hair.) 

The Emperor then went directly to a park for a short rest. 
There twelve shizoku from this locality gave a demonstration of 
equestrian archery for the Emperor, who returned to his quarters 
at 4. The Emperor summoned Magistrate Shinagawa of the 
Higher Court, and the Public Prosecutor #°. . . of the same court. 
I attended on the Emperor, and asked questions on his behalf; 
and, when it was concluded, I returned to my inn before 6. ... 
Asakusa Uichiro of Fukushima had his man bring some cakes 


45 Hasekura Rokuemon was the retainer who headed the mission to Spain organs 
ized by Lord Date Masamune, 1513-1515, 


40 Kenji WAN: 
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over to me. Niho ..., Tsubaki Takayuki, and Iwasa Jun came 
to talk. 

I sent a letter to Ito Hirobumi. 

(Note) Letters arrived from my home, Fujii Seitaro, Kawase 
Masataka, and Nishijima Seiho. 

On withdrawing from the Imperial presence today I paid a 
call Niho.... 

The man whom Asakusa sent was named Ichisuke; he had 
waited on my table while I was in Fukushima. 


27 June 1876 Fair. The Emperor departed at 7; and I attended 
on him in his carriage. Unexpectedly I encountered Ichijo Jaro 
at the Imperial resting quarters in Rifu.t? At 12 the Emperor 
reached the Zuiganji temple in Matsushima; at 2 he went to the 
Kanrantei pavilion to enjoy the view, returning to the temple at 
t After that the Minister of the Imperial Houschold and several 
of us observed fishing operations from aboard a boat. (Although 
this had been arranged for the Emperor, he did not come.) On 
returning I took a stroll, and enjoyed the scenery, and at 7 re- 
turned to my inn. Today I suffered terribly from a stomachache. 
My inn is that of Ogiya Yaemon; and it is crowded with a very 
large number of people. 

Y (Note) A man presented pears to the Emperor at the Kanrantei. 
l'his man is a public-spirited individual who cultivates trees and 
plants, and devotes himself to the poor; thus I transmitted to 
him the Imperial words of praise. 

‘The Abbot took me to see a wooden statue of Masamune. His 
countenance was extraordinary. In the room which has been 
taken over for the Emperor is an area two levels higher than the 
rest of the room. We were told that when Masamune rebuilt this 
temple, he intructed that a throne should be prepared here in the 
event that the Emperor should visit. 


28 June 1876 Fair. At 5:30 I ascended to the Daigyoji temple 
on l'uzan, and from there saw a panoramic view of Matsushima.48 
lt is a superb scene, Behind the temple, from the sanctuary in 


4 Ritu JT. 

^" Matsushima is an archipelago in a bay northeast of Sendai composed of 800 small 
picturesque pinesclad islands, It is one of the three most renowned scenic spots in 
Japan, along with Amanohashidate and Miyajima, 
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honor of Kannon, I observed Mount Kinka, and saw the ... 
marsh extending in all directions. On descending the mountain I 
paid my respects to the Emperor at the base, and at 8 returned to 
Matsushima, where I went to the Zuiganji temple to visit Abbot 
Oba for a long talk. (The Abbot's nom de plume is Hokuzan; 
and he is a very interesting priest. He had heard of my name; and 
we discussed a number of things. Yesterday he sent me a poem.) T 
went directly to the Kanrantei to await the Emperor's arrival. 
After his return the Emperor boarded a boat, and crossed over 
the sea to Shiogama. I attended on him in his boat, and we arrived 
Shiogama at 12. Seventy or eighty local people entered the muddy 
water to haul the Imperial boat up on shore. 'The Emperor took 
a carriage directly to his Temporary Palace (at Fuji... Moto- 
kichi’s house). Shiogama wears a different aspect than Matsu- 
shima, and in this city there are almost seven or eight thousand 
houses. I stayed at Sakai Eigoro's place. After 4 I took a walk, 
and worshipped at the Shiogama Myojin shrine. The shrine was a 
gift of Izumi Saburo, dated 1187, about seven hundred years ago. 
I also looked at the legendary “‘salt vat? and the “cow rock." 

At night I went to the inn of Minister of the Right Iwakura. 
The Governor of Iwasaki, Murakami Mitsuo, sent me a letter and 
a drawing of a stone lantern which I had arranged through him 
to contribute to the memory of Sera Shüzo. 

(Note) Zuiganji temple. 


29 June 1876 Cloudy. I departed at 6:30 ahead of the Emperor, 
going to Noda no Tamagawa, Miyakojima, Kaedeyama, Okui, 
Sue no Matsuyama, a monument at Oki no Ishitsubo, and the 
remains of Taga castle.99 I went to Imaichi posttown, stopped 
to see the Mongol monument at Tsubamezawa (Sogen, the 
Chinese priest, erected this for the Mongols), and proceeded to 
Sendai to await the Emperor's arrival, After 11 I went to my inn. 
At 2 Minister of the Right Iwakura and I went to the Branch 
Accounts Office of the Accounts Bureau,®' Ministry of Finance, 

49 This large cauldron for boiling sea water into salt had a divine aspect, according 
to legend. When asked questions, the sound of its boiling water provided the answer, 


A certain priest asked the vat about the marriage of his daughter, and when he ignored 
its negative sign, she came to a bad end. 


50 Taga castle was held by Sakanoue no "Tamuramaro, the first man to bear the 
title of Shogun. He went there by Imperial command in 797, as Seii Taishogun, and 
in 801 smashed the power of the barbarians known as Emishi, probably the Ainu, 


d Okurashó Suitóryó AW UTC 
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to inspect the account books and the safe (at the branch office 
here). After I returned to my inn, Sugi Magoshichiro and I went 
to the Zuihoji temple under the guidance of Miyagi Tokusuke to 
see the tomb of Masamune. (The tombs of twelve men who fol- 
lowed their lord into death were also there, as were the tombs of 
three who followed these.) The tombs of the third lord, Tsuna- 
mune (the third lord is the man about whom stories relating to the 
Sendai Insurrection are told), and of the second lord are much 
like that of Masamune. En route back to the inn, we stopped at 
the Hashimoto teahouse in the neighborhood. In the garden was 
an artificial mountain; the place was remote and tranquil, and 
reminded me of the Higashiyama area in Kyoto. We drank there 
for along time. En route back I lost my way, and became separated 
from the others. Back at the inn I did calligraphy on silk to fill the 
requests of a number of people. Lately I have done nearly one 
hundred pieces of calligraphy, and I have become rather tired 
of it. The Abbot of the Zuiganji temple called in my absence to 
present me with a bamboo walking stick. 


30 June 1876 Fair. The Emperor set out at 12, and stopped to 
rest at Shichikitada and Tomiya, arriving at Yoshitomi before 6. 
The Temporary Palace is at the house of Endo Tetsunosuke. I am 
staying with Hataya Naozo. Three hundred years ago there were 
seven houses here; then the house of Munekiyo, the thirteenth son 
of Masamune, received a sustenance fief of 30,000 koku here, and 
came to reside. From that time forward the number of households 
Increased until it became a post-town, we were told. A letter came 
from Shinagawa Yajiro who wrote that Inoue Kaoru and Masaki 
‘Taiz had sailed from Tokyo on the 25th. Today I travelled in 
attendance on the Emperor. 


July 


1 July 1876 Cloudy, changing to rain. The Emperor set out at 
7, stopping to rest briefly at Komaba village and Sambongi. 
(Many of the trees along the roads here were willows.) The 
Emperor arrived in Yoshitomi at 11; the Temporary Palace is 
in the former local government office. I stayed at the house of 
Ise Kishichi; after 4 I went to see Iwasa. At night Sugi Mago- 
shichird came to talk. I sent letters off to my home, Fujii Seitaro, 
and Nishijima Seiho. I also sent a reply to Shinagawa Yajiro. 

(Note) Near Sambongi station there was a monument to 
Otatsu, the virtuous woman, whose biography has been written 
by Saito Chikudo. 


2 July 1876 Cloudy. I departed ahead of the Imperial party, 
arriving at Takashimizu post-town at 9:30; I took my meal at 
Kamata Sakuji’s. The natural scenery of the mountains and 
plains between Araya and this post-town is spectacular. Facilities 
for the Imperial quarters had been erected hastily; and 700 
or 800 horses which are being pastured in the nearby mountains 
and moors were gathered together for the Emperor's inspection. 

I received from Minister of the Right Iwakura some telegrams 
and documents relating to China. Their main theme was that 
negotiations between China and England over the Yunnan prob- 
lem have broken down, and that, if nothing happens in Europe 
in the near future, troops will be dispatched.? Also, in Europe, at 
the close of the Turkish civil war, Russia, Germany, Austria, 
France, and England have become involved. The situation is 
very alarming.? 

1 Otatsu [nffe. 

2 The Margary Incident of 1875 had brought England and China to the brink of 
war. Augustus Margary, consul, who was seeking to open a trade route to China by 
the back door through Burma, was murdered by government-instigated banditu in 
Yunnan. Ultimately the affair was settled as part of the Chefoo Agreement later in 


1876, with China opening additional ports, j 
V he Ruso-Turkish War, in fact, broke out the following year; but a iattlement of 


Ma 
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The Emperor's rest quarters and dining place for the noon 
meal was the house of Numakura Ichibei. 

His Majesty set out after 11, arriving at Tsukidate after 1. His 
Temporary Palace was at the house of Suzuki Kichiemon. My 
lodgings were in the home of Miura Shoshichi. The police in- 
spectors Ihara and Narazaki came to visit. On the 24th of last 
month the Emperor passed through Masuda post-town; and a 
man there, Kikuchi Zenzo, had a structure built especially for the 
Emperor's relaxation. In the garden was a pine tree which he has 
asked me to name, with the Governor of Miyagi joining in the 
request. I did calligraphy for two characters meaning Silk Um- 
brella and I wrote the following poem for the Governor of 
Miyagi: 

Because this pine has shaded the pavilion 
for the Emperor, 

It must, of course, be called the Silk 
Umbrella. 

At 6 I went to the Temporary Palace to pay my respects to the 
Emperor. In recent days I have put myself to a good deal of 
trouble, and tried in several ways to educate the Emperor as to 
what he is seeing. The Minister of the Right has also endeavored 
to admonish His Majesty as to what to do. Today, for whatever 
reason, the Emperor talked without pausing, and discussed the 
merits and demerits of the things he had observed, so that I felt 
most grateful. I received saké from the Emperor himself, and 
withdrew after 9. 


3 July 1876 Rain. I did four or five pieces of calligraphy this 
morning at the request of my host and the district chiefs. The 
limperor set out at 7; and I attended on him. He took a short rest 
t l'omimura. He arrived at Kananari post-town after 9, and took 
lis noon meal there. (His place for relaxation was the primary 
ichool.) Before we reached there we saw the pine trees called the 
"histers-in-Law" about a mile and a half off the road. We also 
observed the grave for the head of Yasuhira.5 To the right of the 


the crisis at the Congress of Berlin in 1878 prevented it from spreading. 

LAL the Northern Court an umbrella made of silk was held behind a person of high 
nobility; in this instance the pine tree served that function. Mrs. Koko Sasaki, Nor- 
man, Oklahoma, has provided this interpretation, 

^ Yasuhira was beheaded even though he had followed Yoritomo's orders to deliver 
Yoshitaune's severed head to Kamakura, Fujiwara Hidehira, Yasuhira's late father, 
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road were the remains of the fortress of Sawabe, just before our 
entry into Sawabe post-town His Majesty rested at Arikabe, and 
arrived at Iwai post-town. around 4. The Temporary Palace was 
in Sugawara Takiji’s house. I stayed over at Ueki Seizo's place. 

Shima Isei (the Governor of Iwate) and Okabe Tsuneaki, 
a seventh-rank official from Iwate, came to visit me. 

At night I went to the inn of Minister of the Imperial Household 
Tokudaiji and Minister of the Right Iwakura to discuss official 
business. This town has suffered extreme distress having lost houses 
and crops in the big flood of last year, and having had two major 
fires since last year. In spite of this all the people have worked very 
hard, and put up buildings in connection with the Imperial tour. 
Since it is an exceptional town, the Imperial Household has 
made a gift of 1,000 yen to it. We were told that more than 400 
houses have burned down. (The latest fire was on April 15 of this 
year.) 

(Note) I had the noon meal at Takahashi Tokuhei's house. 
A poem written by an old lady in the neighborhood was hung on 
a pillar in this house: 

Inasmuch as this is an age in which the 
Emperor's authority flourishes, 
His blessings extend far and wide, 
Even unto the inmost recesses of the 
land. 
The old lady's name was Yayojo. 


4 July 1876 Cloudy. The Emperor departed at 7; and I set out 
a little before him. I went to the Hangan mansion to inspect the 
relics connected with Yoshitsune,’ and from there gazed out over 
the Katagami River, which commands a magnificent view. In- 
asmuch as this place was not on the Emperor's schedule, I re- 
traced my steps for more than a mile to suggest that the Emperor 
visit it, as he did. His Majesty absorbed the view of the river; 


had defied Yoritomo by giving shelter to Yoshitsune in the strongly fortified Koromo« 
gawa mansion, where the tragic younger brother died in 1190 as did the faithful Benkei, 

5 Minamoto no Yoshitsune (1160-1190) was a legendary figure whom every Japas 
nese person would take note of on seeing relics connected with him, He commanded 
Minamoto forces at Ichinotani in a surprise attack against the Taira, fled--disguined 
as a pilgrim—trom his jealous elder brother Yoritomo, and took refuge at Koromogawn 
mansion where he died in 1190, X 
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and he summoned a local official to ask him some questions. It 
was here that Hidehira? sheltered Yoshitsune. On exhibit were 
a large wooden statue of Yoshitsune and a small wooden statue 
of Yoriyoshi. 

When the Emperor entered the hall here, musicians performed 
on one side of the hall. Leaving there, he took a short rest at . . . . 
Before long His Majesty ascended to the Chüsonji temple,? and 
inspected the Kodo Hall (erected by Kiyoshira.) Some of the gold 
leaf remains. The workmanship was exquisite; and I was im- 
pressed with the fact that a temple of such fine architecture was 
constructed so long ago. The Emperor observed the Buddhist 
sutras imported during the Sung dynasty in China? in the Kyodo 
Hall. After this, at the request of a priest, His Majesty observed a 
No play by the priests . . . on how this temple came into existence. 
l'rom there His Majesty entered the Chüsonji temple to view its 
ancient treasures, leaving there at 12. (Among the ancient 
treasures Kitabatake . . .)10 

(Note) Below the Emperor’s rest quarters is a pine tree com- 
memorating the place at which Benkei died. 

The Emperor arrived at Maesawa at 1, had lunch at the house 
of Sato Jishird, departed from there after 1, stopped to rest once, 
and arrived at Mizusawa before 4. The Temporary Palace was at 
Kosaka Manzo's house. I stayed at the house of Yome Kuzaemon. 

(Note) Letters arrived from Oka Sei'ichi, Masaki Taizo, Ya- 
mao Yozo, Fujii Seitaro, and—from the United States—from 
Tanaka Fujimaro, Kuki Ryüichi, and Oyama Iwao. 

In Maesawa post-town, I had the midday meal at the home of 
Kimura Shichishiro. 


5 July 1876 Rain. I set out at 7 ahead of the Emperor; and I 


! Fujiwara Hidehira had provided hospitality to Yoshitsune, but on his death, his 
son Fujiwara Yasuhira did not have the courage to follow his father’s example. 

"Phe Chüsonji temple was built in 1105; and its Kodo Hall is celebrated for the 
wold leaf which extends completely around the building. It is a temple of surpassing 
benuty, the sort rarely found outside of Kyoto. The bodies of Fujiwara Hidehira, Kie- 
hira, and Hidel on are interred there, as members of the most powerful family 
in the Tohoku are 

" Sung Dynasty ei) 

10 Kitabatake Chik 


960-1279), 
asa (1293-1354) was a celebrated loyalist who served the 


Southern Court during the period of the Northern and Southern Courts, and provided 
legitimacy for it in his writings. This entry might refer to his son Aki'ie who was named 
Lord of Muti, and held that province as well as Dewa for the Southern Court of. 
Vanperor Godaigo, 
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worshipped at the Chinjufu Hachiman shrine at Hachiman 
village. This is on the site of the old Osha regional command 
headquarters; but not a single foundation stone could be seen 
from the old buildings. (We were told that 5,000 troops in five 
battalions were maintained here in ancient times; and later 1,000 
soldiers in a single battalion.) The remains of Kakubetsu Castle 
were in this vicinity. The distance on to Kanagasaki was about 
two-thirds of a mile; from there I went to the Emperor’s resting 
place in Kanagasaki. Before 10, ahead of the Emperor, I went 
to Kurosawajiri, had my lunch at Mita Ichibei’s place, and 
wrote letters to Yamao Y6z6, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Kuki Ryüichi, 
Fujii Seitard, and Makimura Masanao. At 12 I reported in at 
the Temporary Palace (in Nakajima Magobei’s place), and 
left there ahead of the Emperor. After 2 I arrived in Hanamaki, 
and stayed with Ito Yoshibei. The Temporary Palace in this town 
was at the house of Watanabe Yashiro. 


6 July 1876 Rain throughout the day. The Emperor departed 
at 7; and I attended on him in his carriage. He made short stops 
to rest at Eso village and at Kochi village. 

The Emperor arrived at Koriyama before 11; and he had his 
midday meal at the house of Kaneko Shichirdbei. I had my noon 
meal at Kitada Yoshisuke's place. (Yoshisuke was a most gracious 
host. The Emperor departed at 12; he stopped at one rest 
quarters, reaching Morioka at 3. The Temporary Palace was at 
the home of Kikuchi Kingo, a shizoku. (He came from a wealthy 
family; and he has devoted himself to the economic rehabilitation 
of the shizoku and others. He has a reputation for being a public- 
spirited citizen.) I stayed at the house of Murai Yabei—the best 
of all the places I have stayed since leaving Tokyo. My host was so 
kind in his treatment of me that I was troubled by it. Yamamoto 
Jüsuke, Koma Rinnosuke, Governor Shima, and Hirose . . . came 
to visit. At night I went to Sugi Magoshichiro's lodgings. 

Several dozen peasants, both men and women, appeared before 
my inn to perform some dances. 

Today at the place where the Emperor took his noon meal 
in Koriyama I saw Hideyoshi’s reply to Uesugi, the Assistant 
Director of the Board of Censors." 


u Kakubetsu Castle AUCI. 
1? Danjo Shohitsu WUE 429. 
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7 july 1876 Fair. At 7:30 I went to the Temporary Palace. 
Among the things which the Emperor inspected when he set 
out at 8 were: the civil and criminal courts in the Prefectural 
Office (including an exhibit for the Emperor of food and clothing 
provided to the destitute people of this prefecture), schoolrooms 
for the various grades, the classroom for superior students, 
gymnastics performed by the students, an exhibition of local 
products (and young wolves kept in an enclosure), a cocoonery, 
a textile factory, a silk filature mill, and Kikuchi Kingo's textile 
factory. I attended on the Emperor throughout. At 11 the Em- 
peror went back to his place; and I left for my inn shortly after- 
wards. At 1:30 I went up to the Temporary Palace again; and 
after 2 he inspected the horse breeding center in the grounds of 
the Hachiman shrine, as well as the cavalry horses (kept by the 
shizoku of this prefecture). On the way there the Emperor observed 
the peasants . . . performing a traditional dance; and I was with 
him as his attendant. The Emperor returned to his quarters at 4. 
Yamamoto Jüsuke, Koma Rinnosuke, and Ohashi Tetsuzan 
came to pay their respects to the Emperor, who inquired of them 
about the situation in the copper mine. After that the Emperor 
summoned Governor Shima and Okabe, an official of the sixth 
rank, to ask about the general state of things in the prefecture and 
about the way the court is operating. I withdrew at 6, and soon 
afterwards called on Sugi Magoshichiro, then went to the house of 
Segawa ... with him. (Minister of the Right Iwakura is staying 
there.) I returned to my place with Sugi before 8, and had a long 
talk with him. Yamamoto Jüsuke, Koma Rinnosuke, and Gov- 
ernor Shima came to talk. I sent off a letter to Oyama Iwao. 

‘Telegrams arrived from Ito Hirobumi and Governor Nabeshi- 
ma of Tochigi. The Emperor presented a gift of 4,000 yen to the 
more than 8,000 families who suffered losses in the great floods of 
last year in Miyagi and Iwate prefectures. 

Medoki Ryünoshin . . . [The following is blank.] 


8 July 1876 Fair, I set out at 6:40 with Governor Shima ahead 
of the Emperor; and I received reports from the governor on the 


present state of the reclamation projects for cultivated lands in 
the moors and along the river courses, stock farming, and other 
matters, The view from the place where the Emperor rested in 


the field at Sembonmatsu was superb, In front one could gaze 
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on Mount Iwate; the summit of the mountain was veiled in mist, 
and the lower part was shaped exactly like Mount Fuji. At 10 
I arrived at Shibutami post-town; and I had lunch at the house 
of Akihama Zentaro. The Emperor was to have his midday meal 
at the home of Komai Tabei, but I set out before the Imperial 
arrival. On the road I saw the famous Yukihira pine tree, and 
at 3 I reached Numamiyauchi, staying at Fukushi Tokuemon's 
house. The Emperor arrived before 5, and stayed at the home of 
Murai Shoshiro. There are more than 100 houses in this town. 
I went to the Temporary Palace around 7. The Prefectural Gov- 
ernor was also summoned, and we received cups of saké from the 
Emperor's hand. On withdrawing I went to the inn of Iwasa Jun. 

Minister of the Right Iwakura, Deputy Junior Archivist Kanai, 
and Chamberlain Takasaki came to visit. 


9 July 1876 Fair. The Emperor departed at 7; and I attended 
on him in his carriage. He stopped to rest in the Kannon Hall 
at..., a temple which has some relics of Yoriyoshi. The story is 
told that when Yoriyoshi pursued rebels into this place, he and 
his men suffered from thirst. When he dug into a rock with the 
tip of an arrow, water gushed forth, enough to allow his whole 
army to quench its thirst. We saw an old military camp kettle, 
and about a hundred yards up the mountain, we observed a huge 
cryptomeria tree which requires eight men to reach around. 
The Emperor departed soon afterward, and rested at .... He 
arrived at Shokei at 11:30; and the Temporary Palace was set 
up in the Chorakuji temple. I took the noon meal at the house 
of Ogawa Sukeroku. What an impoverished village this is! We 
have crossed the border into Aomori prefecture; and in this pre- 
fecture are broad stretches of wild, undeveloped country. His 
Majesty departed from Shokei around 12:30 (in a wooden palan- 
quin). The roads were narrow and steep. His Majesty took a short 
rest at Kojima village; and he also rested at Hikagezaka which 
commands a view of Sue no Matsuyama, behind Ichinohe post- 
town. The prospect of blue mountains and the flowing river was 
magnificent. From Ichinohe post-town the Emperor again rode 
in the carriage; and I attended on him in the vehicle, After 4 
he arrived at his destination. "he ‘Temporary Palace was at 
Kaneko Shigehachiró's house; and I stayed at the house of 
Takamura Sajibei. 
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Letters arrived from my home, and from Yoshitomi Kan’ichi, 
Kunishige Masafumi, and Ito Hirobumi. 

(Note) The famous local product here is arabimochi, which is 
very tasty. 

Medoki Ryünoshin's heir came all the way here from his place 
especially to visit me today; but, as I had gone to the Temporary 
Palace, I could not see him. Ryünoshin was a man who, in the 
year of the Restoration, deplored the lack of support for the cause 
in his own Nambu domain.!8 He argued spiritedly with his col- 
leagues, and came over from the Nambu mansion in Kyoto to 
visit me at my house in Kiya-machi. For several days I kept him 
there to console and counsel him, until finally he returned to 
Nambu; but his proposal was not adopted. He died for the Em- 
peror's cause at Kurosawajiri. The Emperor has now given his 
son a grant of money for his father’s meritorious services.4A When 
I recall those times past, I am overwhelmed with sadness. 


10 July 1876 Fair. Fukushi Tokuemon came all the way from 
Numamiyauchi to ask for my calligraphy; therefore, I did several 
pieces of brushwork for him just before my departure. I finally 
got away from here after 7, following behind the Emperor's 
carriage. At Fukuoka post-town I rested at the house of the priest 
of the Donko Inari shrine, Ozawauchi Sadami, who is a disciple 
of Kondo Yoshiki. Recently he has set up a corporation to raise 
sheep; and today he showed the Emperor his animals. He also 
manufactures various kinds of woolens, and he displayed two 
varieties of these for the Emperor. Sadami brought out some of 
Saigo's letters to show me; he said that Ogura Kensaku was under 
his care for about a year. Sadami pressed me for some of my 
calligraphy, and I promised to send him an example of it from 
my inn. From there we passed through Kindaichi, and took a 
brief rest at Minokezaka. Looking down from there we observed 
several villages surrounded by blue mountains, and the Mabe 
River which winds around them. (There is one small district 
which, encircled by the winding river, is shaped like a tongue, and 
the village is called Shitasaki, “the tip of the tongue.") It is an 


ideal little country village, away from it all. I reached Sannohe 
"The castletown for the main Nambu family's domain was in Morioka, 130,000 
Aoku, lozama, 
M alshiryó RUP] was a grant for funeral expenses, 
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before 1; and I stayed at the house of Nakamura Shiro. The 
Temporary Palace is in the home of Matsuo Sadajiro. 

After his arrival the Emperor went to the school near the 
Temporary Palace to inspect the horse raising project. More 
than 300 head of horses are kept there. 

Takasugi Sajibei with whom I stayed in Ichinohe sent a man 
after me to ask for my calligraphy, so I did several pieces of brush- 
work for him. I sent through this messenger a small sum of money 
to be used for religious services for Medoki Ryünoshin, and to be 
entrusted to his heir. I dispatched a letter to Yoshitomi Kan’ 
ichi. 

(Note) At Fukuoka post-town I saw the ruins of Kunohe Masa- 
zane’s old castle.15 When Masazane fought against the senior 
branch of his family, Lord Toyotomi dispatched Gamo Ujisato, 
Asano Nagamasa, and Ii Naomasa to suppress him. 

Higashikuze and Sugi came to visit. 

In the family (Takasugi Sajibei’s?) is an old man eighty years 
of age. 


11 July 1876 Fair. The Emperor made his departure at 7; 
and, as we were on one mountain incline after another, the Em- 
peror either rode in his palanquin or went on foot. (On foot for 
only about 250 yards. Even though we have frequently asked him 
to go on horseback or on foot in recent days, he will not listen. 
I am much concerned about his health and strength.) From the 
Emperor’s stopping place in the field at Asamizu Pass the view 
was wide and unobstructed. We could gaze out on Mount Osore, 
Boshi Peak, and Mount Shichinohe, and in the distance look 
out upon the ocean. On the side of the mountain road about two 
and a half miles on the way to Gonohe, the people of Hachinohe 
appeared to welcome the Emperor. They presented him with a 
three-layered rice cake made from more than a koku of rice and 


with two casks of saké, and by the side of this was a miniature of 


Hachinohe in the snow, prepared for His Majesty’s eyes. The 
Emperor stopped his carriage for a while to inspect it. (The people 
of Hachinohe had regretted that the Emperor would not pay a 
visit to their town, so they prepared these things for his inspection, 


15 This ancient castle was built about 1575 by Kunohe Masazane who revolted 
against his suzerain Nambu. Nobunao, and later refused to submit to him, Masazane 
was killed in 1591 as a result of Toyotomi Hideyonhi's action, : 
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‘They reported that they would take the saké and rice cake back 
to Hachinohe, so that all of its inhabitants might join in a celebra- 
tion in the Emperor's honor.) The Emperor arrived at Gonohe 
after 12; the Temporary Palace was at the home of Miura Den- 
shichi. I stayed at Eto Matajird’s place. ... Ito Hirobumi sent 
me a letter and a European newspaper. ... I went to the inn of 
Minister of the Right Iwakura and Imperial Household Minister 
‘Tokudaiji. As the Emperor's return to Tokyo is nearing, I spoke 
without reserve to the two men of my deep concern about the 
need for more careful assistance to the Emperor on political 
matters, based on what I have observed while attending on him 
on this Imperial tour. 

At night Sugi Magoshichird came to visit me. In response to 
requests for my calligraphy, I flourished my brush again. Senior 
Archivist Hijikata, Deputy Junior Archivist Kanai, and Secretary 
Yokoyama came to talk with me. 

(Note) A man from Hachinohe, Hashimoto Motoatsu, who is 
now seventy-five years of age, once travelled to Kyoto to study 
under Shunkin.!6 Today he brought two of his paintings mounted 
on silk, a landscape, and a ... fish, with a request that they 
should be shown to the Emperor. I, therefore, used my influence 
on behalf of the old man. 


12 July 1876 Fair. Sugi Magoshichiró and I departed ahead 
of the Emperor around 5; and we reached Sambongi post-town 
alter 8. The undeveloped land in this area is extensive; I have 
not seen such a wide area of virgin land since leaving Tokyo. 
‘This land began to be developed, and Sambongi became a post- 
town as a result of a petition by Nitobe Tsuto!? to the Nambu 
domain lord in the fourth month of the Year of the Hare, 1855.18 
(Nitobe was a retainer of Nambu, born in Hanamaki; and he had 
once made a proposal criticizing the state of military readiness, 
causing him to be dismissed. Thereafter, he devoted his attention 
lo land reclamation, travelled widely, and was taken into his 
lord's service a second time. After this he laid plans with his as- 


socintes, and undertook the reclamation of the Sambongi area. 

10 Bhunkin dit. 

V Nitobe Taut was the grandfather of Nitobe Inazó (1862-1933), the famous edu- 
(itor and Under SecretarysGeneral of the League of Nations, the man whose portrait 
Appear on the 5,000 yen bill imued on 1 November 1984, 

9?" 16 May-17 June, 1855, or the second year of the Ansel era, 
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At the time he was already more than sixty years of age; and he 
truly devoted his energies to this project in the face of great dif- 
ficulties.) Today there are said to be more than 300 houses in 
Sambongi which has a population of more than 1,000. Tsuto 
died in Sambongi in 1871, the Year of the Sheep. His descendants 
have continued to be advocates of his causes; and a chronicle of 
his life history has been specially prepared here. The Emperor 
took his noon meal, and made his Temporary Palace, at the 
home of an official in the Reclamation Office. I had my lunch at 
Osaka Mine's. At the side of the road, about two-thirds of a mile 
from there Hirosawa Yasuto fenced in his cattle in a corral (180 
head of Western breeds) and his horses (several dozen Western 
breeds) ; and he had prepared rest quarters for the Emperor there. 
In a place about twenty miles from there, Yasuto has carried out 
a land reclamation project; and he is said to have developed 
sixty-fivel? acres. He has employed two foreigners to help; one has 
already left his service, but the other, a man from Scotland, is 
still at work. This individual is said to be extraordinarily diligent. 
We arrived at Shichinohe at 12, and I stayed at Kawamura 
Sabei's. The Temporary Palace was in the home of Hamanaka 
Ikujiro. 

(Note) An Imperial rescript of commendation has been pre- 
sented to the heir of Tsuto; and an Imperial statement of praise 
was bestowed on Yasuto. i 

The road from Sambongi to Shichinohe was new all the way. 

I met Imperial Councilor Okubo. He left ahead of the Imperial 
party again. 


13 July 1876 The Emperor departed before 7, and took his 
rest at Tsubomura at a house in the garden of which was a single 
pond. ... It seems that the people had prepared it to entertain. 
the Emperor, for they had put fish in the pond, and a net next 
to it. (Junior Deputy Minister Tsutsumi, an official of the ninth 
rank) caught all the fish in the pond with the net. The fish were 
of a type I had never seen; they were said to be indigenous to 
Hokkaido. The larger ones are two to three feet long, on down to 
seven or eight inches. I set out ahead of the Emperor, and paid 
my respects at Sembiki shrine, which took me about 600 yards 
off the main road, According to a tradition handed down, there 


1 80,000 isubo. 
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is a stone monument to Tsubo within the shrine; but the people 
dug everywhere in search of it, in vain. I went back to the main 
road. About two-thirds of a mile on the way back there was a small 
slope called Morinosaka which commanded a view of the ocean. 
A small Imperial rest house was on the location (the temporary 
field headquarters of the Emperor). The post-town of Nobechi 
could be seen in the distance from there. All day today we trav- 
celled through a wilderness area. The Emperor arrived at our 
destination at 11, and stayed at Nomura Jisaburo's house. I put 
up at Nishimura Kinshichiro's place. Around 4 I paid visits to 
Iwakura, Tokudaiji, Higashikuze, and Sugi. Sugi then came to 
my place to talk. 


14 July 1876 Fair. I started out ahead of the Emperor at 4:20. 
Between 9:45 and 5:15 I covered more than twenty-seven miles 
tọ reach Aomori. About seventy percent of the journey was along 
the sea; and I enjoyed the magnificent scenery. I had planned to 
have the noon meal at Kominato; but I passed through there at 
6 a.m., so I did no more than inspect the Temporary Palace. An 
Imperial field station had been prepared also. At Nouchi the 
people had prepared to demonstrate a fishing net for the Emperor; 
and they were already waiting for him to pass through. The 


‘Temporary Palace in Aomori was at .... I stayed at... [The 
pace hereafter is blank.] 

‘The Emperor arrived at 2. He summoned Magistrate ..., an 
official of the seventh rank, in this prefecture to inquire about the 


situation in the courts; and he summoned Governor Ishida Eikichi 
of Akita prefecture to inquire about the general condition of the 
people here. I questioned them in detail on behalf of the Emperor. 
The prefectural officials reported that Takeda Kumashichi of 
‘Twugaru had done a great deal to assist the poor as well as the 
shizoku in developing industry ; so I communicated words of praise 
to him on behalf of the Emperor. On withdrawing from the Im- 
perial Presence after 7, I went to see Iwakura, then returned to 
my inn, 

Sato Yózó and Sugi Rytjird arrived here aboard the ship 
which has come to meet the Emperor, so I went to see them, At 
night I went up to the Temporary Palace. 


15 July 1876 Fair, I went up to the Temporary Palace at 6, 
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The Emperor went out the gate at 6:30 to go to the army garrison, 
and there he inspected the army hospital. He also went out on 
the parade grounds to review the military forces. From there the 
Emperor entered the school to observe physical exercises by all 
the students, an examination of superior students, and recitation 
by students of English, leaving there at 11. I returned directly 
to my lodgings, then went up to the Temporary Palace again at 
12:30. At 1 the Emperor visited the Prefectural Office to observe 
the handling of business, the court in the prefectural building, and 
a display of local products. From there he went to watch the horse 
races of the local people from a newly constructed observation 
stand. After 3 he returned to his Temporary Palace. Having 
received orders to represent the Emperor, I went to the hospital 
to learn about the history of its establishment, and to inspect the 
condition of the patients. After 4 I reported back to the Throne; 
and before 6 I returned to my lodgings. At the request of my host 
and others, I did several pieces of calligraphy. 


16 July 1876 Fair. At 5 the Emperor's entire retinue gathered 
at the Temporary Palace. This morning, however, heavy fog 
covered the sea, making navigation hazardous, so the planned 
voyage across the sea to Hakodate was delayed. Around 8, a 
ship's officer reported that the fog had lifted for the most part, 
so the Emperor boarded the ship which set sail presently. (It 
was the warship Meiji.) From two of the three remaining naval 
vessels salutes were fired. The Emperor’s ship arrived at Hako- 
date at 2. There salutes were fired by a warship (which had been 
anchored at Hakodate), a gunboat under the charge of the Coloni- 
zation Office, Benten Fort, and a German warship. Presently the 
Emperor landed at the Customs Office. From there he went to 
make a tour of inspection to the branch of the Colonization 
Office, the hospital, the Shoin School, and the Kaisho School, 
Around 7 he arrived at the Temporary Palace (in a building 
attached to the Honganji temple). I stayed at the house of .. . 
Minister of the Right Iwakura came to visit me. Tonight the 
local people set off fireworks. 


17 July 1876 Fair. At 6 we gathered at the Temporary Palace; 
and. at 6:30 the Emperor went to visit the judicial court, He 
watched proceedings in both civil law and criminal law, From 
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there he went to the Colonization Office Experiment Station in 
Shichinoe village. Outside the town the Emperor's carriage was 
escorted by two carriages drawn by four horses each. The Im- 
perial field headquarters were set up at Kikkyogahara.?? From 
there the view was magnificent, with Mount Tobetsu to the West, 
Mount Gagyü to the South, and Tomoeji Bay slanting off to the 
left of that. Before 11 the Emperor arrived at Shichinoe village 
(a distance of ten miles). The Emperor observed varieties of crops 
newly planted here, various agricultural tools, and how to use 
them, as well as cattle and stock raising methods. At the Imperial 
rest quarter, the Emperor was shown several dozen cattle, male 
and female, and the style of horseback riding used in the West. 
After 12 the Emperor had his noon meal; and he made his de- 
parture before 2, resting at Kikkyogahara again. From there 
he went to the Pentagon Fort, Goryokaku,?! and inquired about 
the Battle of 1869, the Year of the Snake. He also observed how 
ice was cut in the moat at that place.22 The Emperor passed before 
Tsugaru Fort where Nakajima Saburonosuke and his two sons 
died in the fighting. When I reflect back on those times, I am 
seized with an ineffable sadness. Before 5 the Emperor went on 
to Kanaedokan: and he summoned Sugiura, a third-rank official 
of the Colonization Office, and Mizuno, a magistrate of the sixth 
rank, and inquired of them about the current situation in the 
locality. Afterwards several dozen Ezo people, the Ainu, received 
saké from the Emperor's hand in the garden of the mansion. 
They all paid their respects to the Emperor, then performed 
traditional dances. The Emperor made gifts of tobacco and cotton 
yarn to them. At 6 in the mansion, officials of chokunin rank and 
above partook of the Imperial dinner in attendance on His 
Majesty. The Emperor left there at 8. 

This morning Okubo, Sugi, and others were ordered to go on 
ahead of the Emperor aboard the Thabor.?3 I returned to my inn 


?? Literally the Plain of the Kikkyó, a purplish or whitish flower resembling the bell 
lower, 

W Goryokaku was a fort built in 1864 in the shape of a five-pointed star, based on 
ihe theories of the Frenchman Vauban. The fort held out for a month against the 


Imperial Army late in 1868, 

W It seems unlikely that ice was cut in July, but the equipment might have been 
demonstrated, or storage facilities for ice examined. 

W The Thabor was purchased by the Lighthouse Service under Richard H. Brunton, 
an oyatol, to provide transportation between lighthouses, and to serve as a cargo ship 
or an a field office for new construction, “Tua fame for dependability quickly spread,” 
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at 9. Toji, an official of the seventh rank, came to ask for my 
caligraphy. Letters arrived from Shinagawa Yajiro and Oka 
Chikujo. 


18 July 1876 Fair. The Emperor set out in his carriage at 6 to 
go to Benten Fort where he observed artillery fire. At 7 His 
Majesty boarded ship from the Customs Office; and his vessel 
raised anchor immediately. Salutes were fired from the fort and 
from warships. After five miles fog completely covered the sea; 
and we dropped anchor for a time. We then proceeded at a 
reduced speed; and the ship's forward progress was exceedingly 
slow. Before sunset, finally we were told that we had passed Cape 
Shiriya. 


19 July 1876 Fair. The sea was rough; and our ship rolled and 
pitched severely. Seventy percent of the people in the Emperor’s 
retinue became seasick, and stayed in bed.... We passed Kin- 
kazan at.... 


20 July 1876 Fair. We passed Cape Inuboe at 8. (It was called 
Cape Choshi when Yamao Yozo and I travelled there nineteen 
years ago.) We passed Cape Mera in Boshu at 5, entered Kaneda 
Bay after 6, and reached Yokohama after 8. The Emperor's ar- 
rival was delayed so much that Prime Minister Sanjo and the 
others who had come to receive the Emperor this morning had 
already left, causing confusion. Finally, after 10, the Emperor 
landed to go to the Detached Palace. The officials assembled 
there to pay their respects. I stayed the night at Nomura Yasushi's 
official residence. 

"Tonight, on the arrival of the Emperor's ship, an American war 
vessel presented band music, lit several hundred lights, and shot 
off fireworks. The warships of France and other countries also 
lit their lights, and put on fireworks displays. It was an oversight 
that we had no band aboard the Imperial ship. 


21 July 1876 Cloudy. At 7 Minister of the Right Iwakura and 


according to Kieran M. Rohan, “resulting in its being used as a passenger ship for 
dignitaries. This of course was always a source of irritation for Brunton because ii 
inevitably interfered with work schedules,” “Lighthouses and the Yatoi Experience 


of R, H. Brunton,” Monumenta Nipponica, XX (1965), 74, 
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I went up to the Detached Palace to pay our respects to the Em- 
peror. At 8 the Imperial Family members, Prime Minister Sanjo, 
and other officials of chokunin and sónin rank, several hundred of 
them, came to fill up the Detached Palace. At 9:30 the Emperor 
took the train, and at 10:30 he arrived at Shimbashi Station. The 
Empress had come there to meet him. After 11 they took a carriage 
from the station, returning to the Palace at 12. We all paid our 
respects to the Emperor, the Empress Dowager, and the Empress; 
and all of us received Imperial saké for the celebration. I returned 
to my home after 2 with Yamagata Aritomo in his carriage. Shi- 
shido Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, and several dozen friends came 
to visit me. Yamada took me to see his new villa in Otowa; and 
I returned home before 11. 

(Note) Makimura Masanao sent me a booklet containing re- 
productions of paintings and calligraphy on display at a party 
held in memory of Kyükyodo in Maruyama.^ A heavy shower 
came at 4. 


22 July 1876 Cloudy, followed by rain. After 6 I went to the 
Sanjo mansion to present my observations on the Imperial tour 
of the northeast, to discuss future goals for the Imperial family, 
and several other matters. I went directly from there to visit Ito 
Hirobumi, and to discuss with him the present status of my plans 
to travel to the West, and the outlook for the Imperial House. I 
called on Yamao Yozo, but he was absent. On the way back I 
visited Yamagata Aritomo and Shinagawa Yajiro, and returned 
home at 6. Ito Hirobumi, Nomura Yasushi, Shinagawa Yajiro, 
Kodama Jun'ichiro and Okudaira Kazuma came to talk. Thirty 
other visitors called. 


23 July 1876 Fair. I went to the Iwakura mansion at 7, and 
discussed in detail with him what I had suggested about the Im- 
perial House during my attendance on the Emperor in his travels, 
and my serious concern about the Emperor's education. The 
Minister of the Right gave me his reaction. From what I gathered 
there will be serious difficulty because my opinion differs substan- 
tially from the ideas of the other ministers. On the way back I 
called on Sugi Magoshichiro, From there I went to the Palace for 


? Malimura, Governor of Kyoto, ls writing about an art dealer of Kyoto, formerly 
patronized by Kido, 
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an audience with the Emperor, and we talked about the Imperial 
tour. I withdrew after 12. At 3 the English Minister Parkes came 
to talk with me. Sugi Magoshichiró, Okudaira Shosuke, and 
Shirane Tasuke came to talk. Kikkawa Tsunetake, Oyama Iwao, 
Kuroda Kiyotaka, and twenty other visitors came. 

After 5 I went with Shojird to see Imperial Household Minister 
Tokudaiji. 


24 July 1876 Fair. Around 10 I went to the Takanawa mansion 
where I had an audience with Lord Mori, Third Court Rank, 
Junior Grade, his mother, and his wife. I gave my frank opinion 
to Lady Mori that Prince Shird should be treated as an equal to 
the other princes, about the respect that should be accorded the 
Lord’s mother, and that Lord Mori should, in his role as a peer, 
or kazoku, maintain a dignified standard of living. On the way 
back I called on Kuroda Kiyotaka, but he was absent. I stopped 
in to see Ise Kan and Kodama Aijiro, but both were away. I 
visited Sugi Magoshichiro, and had a long talk with him. At 
night I returned home with Yamada Akiyoshi and Okudaira 
Shosuke. Matsubara Otozd and Hayashi Tomoyuki came to talk. 
I had eighteen visitors. 


25 July 1876 Fair. Those who came to visit were Fukuchi Gen’ 
ichiro, Endo Kinsuke, Naito Sakubei, Hijikata Hisamoto, Ise Kan, 
Ozaki Saburo, Fukubara Hozan, Hattori Ichizo, Yamao Yozo, 
Sufu Kanatsuchi, and Iwasa Jun. Around 5 I went to my villa 
in Somei, accompanied by Okudaira Shosuke. Seven other visitors 
and three letters came. 


26 July 1876 Fair. I returned home at 11, then went to visit 
Sakuma Ichisuke and Ukita Hachiro. At 4 I called on Ito Hiro- 
bumi, but he was out. Before 5 I went by the Detached Palace at 


Prince Arisugawa’s invitation. Those present were officials of 


chokunin rank who attended the Emperor on his tour of the north- 

east, Senior Ministers of State, Imperial Councilors, Mutsu 

Munemitsu, and Yanagiwara .... On withdrawing at 9 I visited 

Kodama Shosuke, and returned home after 10. Ten visitors and 

five letters came. I was in severe distress from a stomachache for 

three hours beginning at 1, Nambu Kazumasa came to visit. 
(Note) On the way back home I called on Koriki, ' 


MEIJI 9, JULY 341 


27 July 1876 Fair. As Ito Hosei chanced to visit, I requested 
him to give me medical treatment. Fujii Yasoe, Nomura Moto- 
suke, and Sugi Magoshichiréd came to visit. 

Ito Hirobumi came to relate Minister of the Right Iwakura's 
private purposes, and to report on a secret meeting of the Cabinet. 
‘The gist of his comment was that, since I have always spoken out 
on matters basic to the Imperial House; therefore . .. . [Twenty- 
one lines are blank.] 

(Note) Eight visitors, five letters came. 


28 July 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Oka Sei'ichi 
(who returned to Tokyo from Yamaguchi yesterday), Hattori 
Ichizo, Nagata Morinobu, Sakuma Ichisuke, Okudaira Shosuke, 
Kimura Genzo, Yamao Yozo, Fukubara Kyosuke, Ukita Hachiro, 
Hayashi Sansuke, Shinagawa Yajiro, Kodama Jun’ichiro, Ari- 
kawa Toemon, and Kobayashi Ryozo. Nambu Kazumasa came 
to give me medical treatment. After 7 I went to see Prince Ari- 
sugawa (to express my appreciation for his invitation the other 
day). I also visited Oyama Iwao, and returned home before 8. 
Katsura Taro's letter reached me from Berlin. 


29 July 1876 Fair. I paid visits to Komura Nobuo, Nomura 
Motosuke, Sugi Magoshichiro, and Oka Moritomo, returning 
home at 12. At 5 I went to Fukuchi Gen'ichiró's in response to 
his invitation. Fellow guests included Yamagata Aritomo, Tanaka 
Mitsuaki, Akamatsu Renjo, and Kishida Genko. [One line is 
blank.] 

The time slipped by as I talked; and I returned home at 11. 
Eight visitors came to my home today. Kawase Shinko’s letter 
arrived from Rome; and four other letters including one from 
Miyagi Tokisuke arrived. 


30 July 1876 Fair. In the morning I went to the site where my 
new house is under construction. From there I went to visit Sugi 
Magoshichiró; and I called on Fukubara Kyosuke, and Shina- 
gawa Yajiro, but both were absent. I then went to Hattori Ichizo’s 
place, and returned home at 12, Yesterday I wrote Ito Hirobumi 
who had been ordered by Minister of the Right Iwakura to confer 
with me about serving as an official in the Imperial Household 
Ministry, Since I attended on His Majesty during the Imperial 
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tour, this situation has become unavoidable, so I went along with 
his wish. On reconsideration, however, I realize that it is better if 
my title of Advisor? is removed; so I wrote to give Ito a detailed 
explanation. Ito informed me, however, that such a step would 
be very difficult. Before 6 Minister of the Right Iwakura came to 
visit; and he told me the same thing. Iwakura consulted me about 
matters in the Imperial Household Ministry, about attendance 
on the Emperor, and so forth. 

During the recent Imperial tour, the people of Nikko were 
distressed about the plan to destroy the Sambutsudo hall on Nikko 
mountain and to rebuild it on a smaller scale at Manganji. I 
myself thought that it would be a shame to destroy so fine a 
building thoughtlessly; so I used my influence on behalf of pre- 
serving it. Finally, it has been decided that the hall should be 
moved to Manganji in its original form. 

Iwasa Jun, Ito Hosei, and Miura Goro came to talk. Five other 
visitors, and three letters came. 


31 July 1876 Fair. Hayashi Tomoyuki, Shinagawa Yajiro, and 
Yamagata Aritomo came to talk, My carpenter Kajima came 
over... and I went to the construction site with him. From there 
I paid a visit to Sugi Magoshichiro. We talked over the plan, 
decided on in the Imperial Household Ministry, to send a doctor 
with Prince Sanjo during his coming tour of Hokkaido and 
Ushii.27 


25 Komon WANI. 


20 Dewa province at the northern end of Honshu, 


August 


1 August 1876 Fair. I visited Hijikata Hisamoto’s, from there 
went to the Kikkawa mansion, then inquired after Nakai Hiroshi 
and Akamatsu Renjo, and went to the Sanjo mansion and to Ito 
Hirobumi’s place; but all were absent. I did visit with Oka 
Seiichi, returning home at 12. After 4 I visited Ukita Hachiro 
and Fukubara Kyosuke. After I returned home, Yamao Yozo, 
Nakajima Sako, and Sugi Magoshichiro came to call. 

A letter arrived from Minister of the Right Iwakura in regard 
to the matter of the Imperial House. Fearing that my recent 
petition would come to naught, I sent him a detailed reply cover- 
ing the various aspects of the problem. ... At 6 I went to Ya- 
magata Aritomo's in response to his invitation. Present were 
Shishido Tamaki, Tanaka Mitsuaki, Sugi Magoshichiro, Cho 
Sansu, and Shinagawa Yajiro. Three other visitors came. 


2 August 1876 Fair. Kuki Ryüichi came to talk. Asakura ... 
asked a favor of me in regard to the construction project. At 7 
I went to the Sanjo mansion to discuss the matter of the Imperial 
House, the management of the Imperial Household, and the 
resolution for town and village assemblies passed by the Assembly 
of Prefectural Governors! last year. I presented a careful argu- 
ment on behalf of carrying into effect this resolution for the sake 
of our future, lest we invite the people's distrust. 

I called on Ito Hirobumi, but he was absent. I went to the 
‘Takanawa mansion where I had an audience with Lord Mori 
and Lady Mori. I talked with them in detail about the matter of 
Prince Shiro, and about the matter of a family history of the 
Mori, regarding which Takasugi Tanji consulted me. I also spoke 
tọ Kashiwamura, the head family retainer, about this matter. 
On the way back I called on Ozaki Saburó, but he was out. I 
met with Inoue Kowashi, Shizuma Kensuke, Furusawa Saburo, 


V Chihò Kuigi NIT VU 
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and Matsuda Masato. Matsuda has an air of the statesman about 
him now; and he seems to have forgotten his past completely. 
Thirteen years ago Choshü . . . [Seventeen lines are blank. ] 


3 August 1876 Fair. I visited Ito Hirobumi, and presented the 
views which I have been promoting in recent days in regard to the 
Imperial House and the Imperial Family, and the town and vil- 
lage assemblies plan of the Assembly of Prefectural Governors. 
On the way back I visited Nagamatsu Bunsuke, but he was 
absent. I went to Matsuno Kan’s place, and home directly from 
there. Kodama Shosuke sent Murakami Toemon to my place. 
At 4 (in the afternoon) I went to the Palace in response to a 
summons. I received the following order directly from the Em- 
peror in his presence, and the Prime Minister handed over the 
order in written form: 
Kido Takayoshi, Cabinet Advisor :? 

You are hereby ordered to serve with the Imperial House- 
hold Ministry. Your salary as an officer of the first rank, and 
your seating order at Court, will remain unchanged. 

Office of the Grand Council of State 

3 August 1876 

In addition, I received the following order from the Prime 
Minister: 

You should assist the Emperor directly, and to that end, 
of course, you should consult with the Minister and Assistant 
Minister about all business in the Imperial Household, and 
handle matters accordingly. 

August. 

I returned to the Imperial Presence in the company of the 
Prime Minister. I reported to the Throne that, as I have been 
the recipient of the Emperor’s benevolence without limit, even 
though I had not been ordered to serve with the Imperial Housc- 
hold Ministry, I am every ready to offer my life in the service of 
my country in a time of crisis. Insofar as my humble ability will 
permit me to repay my debt to His Majesty, I shall do so, Now, 
in accepting my orders to serve with the Imperial Houschold 
Ministry, I am overwehlmed with gratitude. I earnestly requested 
that His Majesty fulfill his divine mission on behalf of the people 
more completely than ever, Moreover, I expressed my desire for 


® Naikaku Komon JA (MIMI. 
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the Emperor to realize that fulfillment of our country’s great aims 
is by no means easy. 
I had an audience with the Empress. [Nine lines are blank.] 
At 7 I withdrew from the Palace. 


4 August 1876 Fair. I went to the Iwakura mansion at 7. To the 
Minister of the Right I observed that I had once proposed that 
the peers, or kazoku, and gentry, or shizoku, status systems should 
be announced at the same time that bonds are issued to terminate 
the stipends of the kazoku and shizoku. My proposal was adopted, 
but the preparations for it are only half completed. If the bonds 
alone are issued now, before completion of preparations for es- 
tablishing the system of peers and gentry, some of the shizoku 
families may believe that their ranks are as worthless as trash. 
‘They will lose their desire for distinction, causing considerable 
damage to the prestige of the monarchy. Ultimately, whether a 
nation is a monarchy or a republic, its strength derives from the 
character of its people; and this has a great influence on the peo- 
ple's peace and happiness On careful reflection on the state 
of things in Japan, I believe that, if we wish to maintain the 
prestige of our monarchy, and to promote the peace and happi- 
ness of our people, we must secure the bond between the Imperial 
louse and the people. I argued strongly, therefore, that when 
the plan for issuance of the bonds is announced, notice should 
also be given that the peers and gentry status systems will be ap- 
proved soon. I also went to the Sanjo mansion to present the same 
views. From there I went up to the Imperial Palace. When 
| encountered Ito Hirobumi, I discussed the above-mentioned 
matter. In Hirobumi's view, however, it will be very difficult to 
announce the two things simultaneously. From the standpoint of 
political tactics the proper order of things would be for a decision 
on the kazoku and shizoku systems first and, subsequently, the 
instance of bonds upon the termination of stipends. Still, the 
government hastens to announce that bonds will be issued, when 
(he actual implementation of the plan will not occur until year 
aller next, In truth, I cannot understand the purpose of the 
gentlemen in government at all. Recently the government has 
nbhorred the radical political views which have taken root among 
the people, and repressed such movements, But the government 
Viel has taken not a few radical administrative steps, For these 
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mistakes I grieve for my country. In the afternoon Prime Minister 
Sanjo came to visit me. As I expected he told me that it would be 
difficult to make both announcements at the same time. Un- 
consciously, I groaned aloud. 
Prime Minister Sanjo handed me a separate sheet of paper 
reading as follows: 
Unofficial Memorandum: 

You are ordered to manage the household affairs of the 
Imperial Family in such a way as to ensure a certain elegance 
of style in their life. 

Further, you should prepare a budget estimate as to the 
amount of money needed for this purpose, and report back 
to me. 

4 August 1876. 

Today I went to the palace of the Empress Dowager. 

At 6 I had an appointment with Yamada Akiyoshi, so I went 
to his villa in Otowa, returning home at 10. 

Ten visitors and three letters arrived. 


5 August 1876 Fair. I visited Cho Sansu, and then visited 
Kawase Hideji and Okudaira Shosuke, returning home at 12. 
At 3 I went to the Sanjo mansion to bid the Prime Minister fare- 
well as he makes his departure today for Hokkaido and Ushi 
with Ito Hirobumi, Yamagata Aritomo, and others. From there 
I went to Nomura Motosuke's at his invitation; Kuki Ryüichi 
and Hattori Ichizo were also present. I returned home at 11. 

The announcement was made today that bonds will be issued 
upon the termination of the kazoku and shizoku pensions. 

The government's handling of this matter is completely at 
variance with my opinion. I am much concerned about it because 
of the political tactics employed, and because of what it will do 
to governmental finance and to the economy of the whole nation. 
At the same time the government's procedure is unfair to the 
kazoku and the shizoku. There is no way that the government can 
feel at ease about it. For some years now I have argued against 
the government's harsh policy, inclining a bit toward leniency 
myself; but I have been unable to realize more than twenty or 
thirty percent of my purpose. This I regret exceedingly. I have 
submitted a special paper to the government on this issue. 


8 Dewa province at the northern end of Honshu, 
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I had requested the German Mayet to make an investigation 
into the problem; but my efforts have already come to naught; 
therefore, I dispatched a message by way of Shinagawa Yajiro 
that Mayet should not go to unnecessary trouble about it. Mayet 
is a close friend of Aoki Shüzo; he first came to Japan as an 
employee of the Education Ministry. 

Minister of the Right Iwakura, Yamagata Aritomo, Okudaira 
Shosuke, and Mayahara ... came to visit. Four letters arrived. 


6 August 1876 Fair. I went to my newly built house and on the 
way back visited Shinagawa Yajiro to consult with him about 
Mayet. Hirata Tosuke also came by. I returned home at 10. 
Kondo Yoshiki, Sugiyama Takatoshi, and Inoue Inseki came 
to talk. In response to an invitation from Shishido Tamaki I went 
to his villa in Otsuka at 11. Sugi Magoshichiro, Miura Goro, 
Yamada Akiyoshi, and Nakajima Sako were also invited. On the 
return trip I went to Yamada’s villa in Otowa, then to Miura’s 
house, and returned home at 12. Three visitors and three letters 
came. 


7 August 1876 Fair. Oka Moritomo, Hagiwara Sankei, and 
Rinoie Takahiko came to visit. At 8 I went out to visit Hirata 
'l'osuke, then to the Imperial Household Ministry where I paid 
my respects to the Emperor. I discussed with Sugi Magoshichiro 
the cost of a proposed detached palace (using the old Yanagisawa 
property in Somei for the purpose, a matter which had been 
discussed confidentially in the Imperial Houschold Ministry). 
After 11 I withdrew. I visited Onda Jinsuke, and talked with him 
about the matter of Seiho and Mine, and went home directly 
from there. 

As we are moving tomorrow, my whole houschold was in a 
state of confusion throughout the day, transporting our houschold 
goods and other things. 

At 4 I went to Mayet's house with Shinagawa Yajiro and 
Hirata "Tósuke for a long talk and dinner. I left at 8. On the way 
back I visited Sugiyama ‘Takatoshi, and returned home after 10. 
Nine visitors came, and three letters arrived, We have finally 
completed preparations for the move to our new house. 


8 August 1876 air, I went to the Iwakura mansion before 7, 
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and discussed the affairs of the Imperial Household, and pending 
matters such as the Peers Club and the schools. On the way back 
I visited Okubo Toshimichi on his sickbed, then went to my new 
house, In several ways the construction differs from our agree- 
ment. I returned home at 12. Koriki Masahiro* came. 

I sent letters to Yoshida Uichi, Makimura Masanao, Kun- 
ishige Masafumi, Takasugi Tanji, Kamiyama Kiyonari, and 
Miyagi Tokisuke. Four visitors and two letters. At 6 we moved 
to Kawase Hideji’s house. 

(Note) I visited Torio Koyata on the way back. 


9 August 1876 Fair. At 7 I went to the Imperial Household 
Ministry. I told the Minister and the Assistant Minister about our 
discussion of Imperial Household matters, one of several things 
we talked about at the Iwakura mansion yesterday, and we set 
to work on it. I withdrew at 12. At 4 Shinagawa Yajiro and I 
visited Matsukata.... We talked to him about the reasons for 
Mayet’s visit to Japan, and we entrusted him with future arrange- 
ments for Mayet. In addition, I gave my usual views on the need 
for an administrative conference,’ on town and village assemblies,9 
on the malefactions of centralization, and on future goals for the 
Imperial House. On the way back I went to the Seiyoken where 
I ran into Masuda Takashi. Also, as Matsuno Kan’s fiancée is 
arriving soon from Germany, I asked the proprietor of the 
Seiyoken to provide her with a bedroom.’ I returned home at 11. 
Fujii Yasoe and four other visitors came. 


10 August 1876 Fair. Matsuno Kan came, and I loaned him 
200 yen for his approaching marriage. At 8 I visited Cho Sansu, 
and went from there directly to the Palace. In the past two months 
I have worked for a plan to move the Sanbutsudo of Nikko 
mountain to its new location intact. It was finally decided that 
money for the move would be given from the Emperor's personal 


funds; and today we summoned Nabeshima, the Governor of 


Tochigi, to hand him the official orders and 3,000 yen. I re- 


4 He was the contractor for Kido's new house. 

5 Gyosei Kaigi ITÉ iK. 

6 Chosonkai Wy RLM. 

7 Kido was go-between for the marriage of Matsuno, his protégé, to a German 
woman, Olara ‘Tietelmann, E 
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turned home at noon. Iwasa Jun, Yamada Akiyoshi, Shishido 
Tamaki, Okudaira Shosuke, and Kawano Michinobu and his 
wife came to talk with me. Three other visitors arrived. Shishido 
Tamaki and I called on Kawase Hideji at night. 

I sent letters to Inoue Kaoru, Tanaka Fujimaro, Hatakeyama 
... nari, and Yamao Tsunejiro. 


11 August 1876 Fair. Murakami Tobei came over. After 7 
| visited Hijikata Hisamoto, and had a long talk with him. From 
there I went to Kawaji Toshiyoshi’s, but he was absent. I paid a 
visit to Kishida Ginko, and returned home at 12. Yamao Yozo, 
Sugi Magoshichiro, Kodama J]un'ichiro, Shinagawa  Vajiro, 
Kawase Hideji, and Onda Jinsuke came to talk. Sugi Magoshi- 
chiró and I went to the site of my new house. 

Sakurai Yoshimi brought over a draft of a. proposal to abolish 
the ranks of kazoku and shizoku, and to establish three ranks of 
nobility: marquis, or késhaku,8 count, or hakushaku,® and squire, 
or shishaku.\? I believe that this is a very important political move 
to uphold our dignity, and I presented a strong petition on behalf 
of it some days ago. Six other visitors came, and two letters. 


12 August 1876 Fair. Ito Hosei, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Oka 
Se’ichi, Oka Moritomo, and Kodama Shosuke came to talk. 
One letter arrived. I went to Hiraoka Michiyoshi’s and Sugiyama 
‘Vakatoshi’s houses at night. 


13 August 1876 Fair. At 7 I called on Hijikata Hisamoto, and 
had a long talk with him. I then visited Sasaki Takayuki and 
Kawaji "oshiyoshi. From there I went to call on Kishida Ginko, 
and on the way back went to my new house, then returned home. 
Shishido Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, and I went to the Shogenro 
before 5 for a small party. I left to keep an appointment with 
Sugiyama ‘Takatoshi at his house. Shishido and Yamada, also 
Oka Chikujó and Nomura Yasushi came. I returned home at 12. 
l'ujii Yasoe, Shishido Tamaki, and four other visitors came to 
my house today, 


" Koshaku (Wif) In fact five ranks were included in the peerage as established in 
MI, but both the titles of marquis and count were among them, 

" Flakushaku Mii} 

10 Shishaku |f]. 
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14 August 1876 Fair. Prince Higashifushimi favored me with a 
visit today. At 7 I called on Cho Sansu, and went directly from 
there to the Imperial Household Ministry. As I plan to go to 
Hakone soon, I had an audience with the Emperor to take leave 
of him. I also spoke to him about management of affairs of the 
Imperial Family and about compiling memorial biographies of 
those who have rendered distinguished service to the state. At 
11 I withdrew. On the way back I went to my new house, and at 
12 I reached home. At 4 I visited Tamano Tohei, and talked with 
him about the agreement on house matters of the Mori family. 
In view of the family's great services toward the implementation 
of the county-prefecture system, they may be treated more 
generously than others in the termination of the Kazoku and 
shizoku stipends. But all of us have been prepared for the present 
development. When I think, however, of the deep feelings which 
existed between our lord and his retainers ten years ago, I realize 
that nothing was more important than that bond. I hope, there- 
fore, that these retainers will remember their debt to the family, 
and promote the prosperity of the house of Mori in every wan 
I am deeply concerned about this. At 7 Shinagawa Yajiro and I 
went to the German legation by invitation, and returned at 10. 
On the way back I visited Sugi Magoshichiro, then reached home. 
Six visitors came, and one letter. 

(Note) The golden vase which I had ordered has been com- 
pleted and sent to me by Makimura. 


15 August 1876 Fair. At 8 I went to Yokohama to visit with 
General Myers's daughter! who has come to tour Japan. On 
receiving word that the French mailship had arrived, I thought 
that Matsuno Kan's financée might have been aboard it, so I 
inquired at two hotels (including the Grand Hotel). I was to 
that she had already left for Tokyo. On the way back I went tg 
the Takanawa mansion where I presented in detail to Lord Mori 
of the Third Court Rank, Junior Grade, and to Kashiwamura 
Makoto my deeply felt views on the arrangements for the Lora 
family. He agreed with me. At 4 I went to the Seiyoken to vin 
Matsuno and his fiancée, but they were absent. From there, to 


11 General William Myers had served as the official escort from the E e 
government for members of the Iwakura Mission during their stay in. Washington 
from February to August 1072, 
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keep an appointment, I went to Prince Arisugawa's. Princes 
Fushimi, Higashifushimi, and Yamashina, all three had gathered 
there. I told them that in a monarchy it is vital that each member 
of the Imperial Family should maintain his dignity, assist the 
Imperial House, and give thought to the tranquillity of the state 
and the happiness of its people. I withdrew after 6. I called on 
Sugi Magoshichiro, but he was out. At 7 I returned home. At 
night I called on Yamada Akiyoshi, but he was absent. 

Torio Koyata, Tamano Yofumi, and eleven other visitors came 
and I received four letters. Kishida Ginko made me a present of 
an icehouse. I sent Makimura Masanao the money in payment 
lor the golden vase which Rinoie Takahiko made for me. I 


added to it money for religious services in memory of Masanao's 
father. 


16 August 1876 Fair. At I went to my villa in Somei. I called 
on the family of Hiraoka Michiyoshi who is away from home, and 
| visited Sakurai Yoshimi with whom I had a long talk about 
the reform of the kazoku-shizoku status system. I went directly 
home from there. At 4 I went to the German legation with 
Shinagawa Yajiro, and met Matsuno Kan's financée. She kept 
her promise, left the side of her mother and brother to make 
her first voyage over several thousand miles of ocean, and arrived 
in Japan the day before yesterday. There happened to be some 
errors in her papers from Germany, so she cannot marry im- 
mediately. It takes more than three months to make the round 
trip to Germany, and six months will pass before permission can 
be obtained to marry from the German Minister. The woman 
hopes to marry under the proper procedures of law; in the mean- 
lime, she dislikes the idea of living in the legation as the only 
woman among a group of men, or of living with Matsuno during 
ihe waiting period. Yet she is more certain than ever of her desire 
lọ marry Matsuno. I sympathize with her in her plight. Tears 
lilled her eyes involuntarily. I have never heard of a proper 
mariage between a person of this country and a European, nor 
have I heard of a Japanese marrying such a person of good 
character as this woman, To have her suffer through such an 
obstruction as this runs contrary to the fundamental purpose of 
human relations; it is an outrage against that which is humane; 
therefore, I have asked Kodama Shosuke for a delay in renting 
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one of my houses, which I had promised him, to let this lady 
live there. I entrusted Shinagawa with the arrangements. 

At 6 I went to the Iwakura mansion. Myers's daughter was 
hostess for a dinner of sixteen people including the United States 
Minister and his wife. I returned home at 10. Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Shishido Tamaki, Onda Jinsuke, and Hattori Ichizo came to 
talk. In addition, Prince Arisugawa and three other visitors came. 
Four letters arrived. 


17 August 1876 Fair. Asakura ... came to discuss my new 
house; and I entrusted him with matters relating to the Western- 
style construction, This morning Hiraoka Michiyoshi sent me a 
telegram that he had arrived in Yokohama. Although I had 
planned to leave for Kiga hot springs at Hakone this morning, 
I put off my departure for a day to entrust Hiraoka with the 
construction work.!2 I visited him at 4, and talked over details 
with him, and returned home at 7. Sugi Magoshichiro, Shishido 
Tamaki, Kawase Hideji, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Oka Moritomo, 
Kimura Genzo, Onda Jinsuke, Okudaira Shosuke, and Oka 
Seisuke came to talk. 


18 August 1876 Fair. Yamao Yoz6, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Fujii 
Yasoe, Onda Jinsuke, and Okudaira Shosuke came. We made our 
departure at 7. Sugiyama Takatoshi, Oka Seisuke, Nishijima 
Seiho, and Fujii Seitaré came to Shimbashi station to scc us off. 
We took the 8:30 train; and Motoyama Yoshisuke accompanied 
us as far as Kanagawa. From there we went to Hodogaya by 
jinrikisha; Shojiro, Matataro, Kyüsai, and I—a party of four. 
We hired our vehicles at the Riku'un Kaisha, the Land Trans- 
portation Company, took a short rest at Totsuka, reached Fujisa- 
wa after 12, had the noon meal at the ... Inn, and reached 
Oiso before 4. There we hired jinrikisha again. My rickshaw puller 
fell ill halfway along the road. I felt sorry for him; but the other 
rickshaw pullers took little interest in caring for him. They 
scolded him, and left him to fend for himself. I had the proprietor 
of the ... inn in Umezawa send him home; and I gave some 
money for that purpose. We reached Odawara before 7, and took 
rooms at the Koshimizuya. The heat was so extreme that I could 


12 Evidently so many things had gone wrong that Kido hired another contractor. 
to take charge of construction. 1 
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not sleep all night. We were much inconvenienced by the road 
construction which is under way in preparation for the Empress's 
coming visit to Miyanoshita. 


19 August 1876 Fair. We set out before 4. I stopped my palan- 
quin in front of the Naraya in Miyanoshita to talk with the 
proprietor and others. Nakayama Joji who is staying at this inn 
came out to inquire after my health. We reached the Kameya in 
Kiga before 9; and Nakayama came there to talk at 3. I sent 
letters to my home, to Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Yamada Akiyoshi, 
Sugiyama Takatoshi, Kodama Shosuke, Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Shinagawa Yajiro, and Fujii Seitaro. 

(Note) Nakayama Sumie and family have come to the hot 
springs to look after Prince Goro.!? 

Shibahara, Governor of Chiba, has also come to take the 
waters. 

Yorita Monokawa vacationed here several days ago, and 
he left behind a Chinese poem in the seven-syllable style. 


20 August 1876 Fair. Around 11 a.m. Endo Kinsuke,!4 Masuda 
‘Takashi, and Nakayama Joji came to visit me in the company of a 
Portuguese man named Da Rosa,? and a Chinese man, Te 
Ch’eng.!® We dined together and had a long talk. 

When I asked the proprietor of the inn ... in Umezawa to 
look after my jinrikisha puller, who fell ill the day before yesterday, 
the proprietor asked my name, but I did not bother to tell him, 
as I felt I would be troubled by the matter. I do not know how he 
found out, but the elder brother of the sick man came bringing 


some fish by way of appreciation. Out of compassion I gave him 
à little money.1? 


21 August 1876 Cloudy, turning to rain. Since the night before 


| left Tokyo I have had stomach pains; and, since last night, I 

! Prince Gord was Lord Mori Motonori's younger son. 

!^ Possibly this is Onda Jinsuke as Kido has mixed the names of the two, but Endo 
in the more likely as he often associated with foreigners, having studied in England 
lor five years, 1863-1868, He was one of the Chóshü men who slipped out of the coun- 
try in 1863 in defiance of Bakufu decree, along with Itó, Inoue, Yamao, and Nomura. 

!^ A Portuguese journalist named Da Rosa was active in Yokohama in this period. 
The name is given aa Burozü 7 wy. 1 

14 Te Ch'eng (ilh. 

V Phe gift was for doing something beyond his means. 
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have suffered terribly. Fortunately, a Yokohama doctor, Kunii 
Shüsai, is here, so I sent for him. I spent the whole day in bed. 


22 August 1876 Fair. I have felt a little better since my illness, 
and around 2 I took a stroll in the Miyagino area. At 4 Endo 
Kinsuke and Nakayama Joji came to talk accompanied by Da 
Rosa. All say they are returning to Tokyo the day after tomorrow. 
I went to the... teahouse to see them off about 6, and I happened 
to meet Okuma Shigenobu with whom I had a long talk. We 
parted from each other at dusk. As Nishiyama Katsuro is re- 
turning to Tokyo, I entrusted him with a letter. 


23 August 1876 The weather was splendid. We hired bamboo 
palanquins to go from Miyagino to the new hot springs in Sengo- 
kuhara. (It opened in February of this year, drawing on the 
hot springs called Daijigoku about two-thirds of a mile alway. 
The mountain road was dangerous). Then we went to Ubako 
(above Ubako is a hut in which sulphur is produced; and near 
it one commands a view of Mount Fuji straight ahead, with 
Lake . . . before it, a magnificent prospect). We bathed in the hot 
springs, then took a boat to cross the lake before 11. (I had heard 
that a tree remains there under water without rotting, so I asked 
the boatman to show me the submerged tree.) We arrived in 
Hakone post-town after 12, and had the noon meal at the inn 
of Hoya Shiróemon. On the way back we went around to Ashi- 
noyu, and rested briefly at the Matsuzakaya. (Eight years ago!* 
I took the waters at the hot springs of the Matsuzakaya, staying 
there for 30 days. Afterwards all of the inns of Ashinoyu were 
destroyed by fire, so the Matsuzakaya subsequently was recon- 
structed.) We returned to Kiga before 7. Members of our party 
were Prince Gord, Nakayama Sumie, Shojiro, Hirotaro, Teisuke, 
Kyüsai, and Shigehisa, our guide. [One line is blank.] 

Masuda Takashi sent me a present of Western cakes, canned 
meat, and pears. Yamada Shunzo has come from Yamaguchi 
prefecture. 

(Note) It was said to have been 78 or 79 degrees in Hakone, 
and to have gone up to 90 degrees before the rain on the 20th. 


24 August 1876 Weather—like yesterday, I stayed in my room 


18 He was there in 1869, or seven years earlier by Western count, 
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all day to read. Yamada Shunzo informed me of the present 
situation in Hagi castletown. In the evening, cloudy. 

(Note) Letters arrived from Sugi Magoshichiro, Okudaira 
Shosuke, and Shinagawa Yajiro. 


25 August 1876 In the morning, fair. I wrote letters to Kinashi 
Shin'ichi, Ochiai Saizo, Nakamura Kazusuke, my nephew 
Yoshisuke, and Bandaiya Ribei, and entrusted them to Yamada 
Shunzo. The letters to Kinashi and Ochiai related to Shunzo's 
position. After 3 I took a walk to Miyagino. Rain started to fall 
around 5. I felt well for the first time since the onset of my illness 
several days ago. 

(Note) I sent letters to Makimura Masanao, Hiraoka Michiyo- 
shi, and Fujii Seitaro. 


26 August 1876 Unsettled weather. I sent letters to Prince 
Sanjo, Ito Hirobumi, Oka Seiichi, and Fujii Seitaro. At 11 
Matsu, Chütaro, Roku, Seiho, Haru, Shigeyo, and Seizo arrived. 
Letters came from Makimura Masanao, Yamada Akiyoshi, 
Kodama Shosuke, Kawase Masataka, Sadanaga Shosuke, my 
nephew Yoshisuke (enclosing a statement of the account of the 
family stipend of Fujimura Yoshimi, the ward chief)? Kubo 
Danzo, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Fujimoto Ryésai, and Fukubara 
Mataichi. I also sent letters to my nephew Yoshisuke, Nakamura 
Kazusuke, and Makimura Masanao. 

(Note) I walked to Miyanoshita after 4. 

I invited over Nakamura and the members of his family and 
Kunii Shasai. 


27 August 1876 In the morning, heavy rain, clearing a bit after 
12. I am not completely recovered from my illness, so I spent the 
whole day in bed. Kunii Shüsai returned to Yokohama today. 


78 August 1876 l'air. Letters arrived from Yamada Akiyoshi, 
Masaki Motosuke, Nagamatsu Miki (from Atami) and Sugi 
Magoshichiró. I sent replies to Yamada and Masaki; I also wrote 
Kenjiró and Sóbei, 


(Note) Grauert-—the German who stayed at this inn, the Ka- 
meya, to bathe in the hot springs, and recently went back to 
1 Koohd M Jik, 
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Yokohama-—sent me two loaves of French bread by his servant on 
his return here. 
Yokohama, Yamate, No. 44. 


29 August 1876 Fair. I went to Miyanoshita at 11, but the 
Empress had already arrived. (Her arrival was scheduled for 11, 
but her party had hurried along the way, and arrived thirty 
minutes earlier. The Empress stayed at the inn of Naraya Hyosu- 
ke.) I proceeded to the office of the Imperial Houschold Ministry 
where I met Assistant Minister Madenokoji. I paid my respects 
to him, had an audience with the Empress and talked with her, 
then withdrew. As I returned I visited Madenokoji, Senior 
Deputy Minister Yamaoka, and Imperial Physician Ito, returning 
home after 12. Its Hosei came to give me medical treatment at 2. 
He also examined Prince Gord in my room. 

I dispatched letters to Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Shinagawa Yajiro, 
Nambu Kazumasa, Oka Seiichi, and Nagamatsu Miki. 


30 August 1876 Cloudy, turning to rain. A letter arrived from 
Hiraoka, and I sent off a reply immediately. It is most disappoint- 
ing that my instructions on the new house have been ignored so 
often. Ikusaki Seitaró wrote that he did not understand why 
my Dote-chd mansion has been loaned to the Yojosha?? this 
year, and did not agree with the idea. So I patiently explained 
my reasons: the Yojosha has been set up to perpetuate the 
memory of the men who died in our province in the struggles 
of 1864, the Year of the Rat, and whose names are enrolled at the 
shrine. I also was involved in those struggles, but have survived 
to this day. I have wanted memorial services to be carried out; 
and I have already written to the Prefectural Councilor, Kuni- 
shige Masafumi, of Kyoto. Further I am making plans for our 
comrades for honoring their memory in Tokyo and Hagi. I 
wrote Makimura Masanao in regard to this matter. Ito Hosei 
came to give medical treatment; this time Chütaro was suffering 
from an upset stomach. 


31 August 1876 Fair. Izeki Yoshikiyo came to visit, We played 
go throughout the day. I took a stroll to the Hoójain temple in 


20 Yojosha MIE was a society for remembrance of the war dead, those who died 
in the troubles surrounding the Meiji Restoration of 1868, 
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Miyagino, and returned to Miyanoshita at night. Ito Hosei came 
to give medical treatment. I sent letters to Minister of the Right 
Iwakura and Kondo Yoshiki. 


September 


1 September 1876 Ito Hosei came to give me medical treat- 
ment. We walked together to the Hojuin temple in Miyagino then 
returned to my inn. At 12 we dined together, and talked until 2. 


2 September 1876 Fair. Oka Yoshisuke came to visit. Around 
10 I went to Miyanoshita to visit Assistant Minister Anenokoji! 
and Senior Deputy Yamaoka. At 11 I went to the Empress's inn, 
paid my respects to her, and talked with her. I then went te 
Anenokoji and Yamaoka's inn, the Fujiya, after 12, and rested. 
After 5, on being summoned, I went with Anenokoji and others 
to the Empress's inn; and there we were served saké and food in 
her presence; and I reported to her news of the world. Sugi Mago- 
shichird then came; and he also was summoned into her presence. 
We withdrew about 9; and Sugi returned to the Kameya with 
me. Letters came to me from Murao Jibei, Sufu Kanatsuchi, and 
Fujii Seitaro. At night, thunder and rain. 


3 September 1876 Fair. Kashiwagi Tadatoshi came to inquire 
after my health. At 2 I went to Miyanoshita with Sugi Magoshi- 
chird, then on to ... Izumi to order some things. Moreover, I 
requested medical treatment from Ito; and at 7 I returned to my 
inn. I sent a letter to Fujii Seitaro. 


4 September 1876 Fair. Today was the day of the Empress's 
visit to my house. Early in the morning I selected a room as the 
reception room, had it cleaned, hung a scroll, arranged flowers, 
and took care of other things. At 8 I went to the teahouse at Mito- 
shi, then returned home ahead of her, and received her here, 
Matsu was also summoned into her presence; we served her 


1 Anenokóji Kin'yoshi, the Assistant Minister, was the son of the kuge Anenokoji 
Kintomo (1839-1863) who was assassinated by extremists after he told the Emperor 
that building adequate coastal defenses was impossible for Japan, passing along the 
advice of the Bakufu's Katau Kaisha, : 
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Western cakes, raisins, and candied peaches. The Empress then 
gave cakes to the two of us. From here Her Majesty went to Miya- 
gino to observe the fishing. Trout were taken in nets; and the 
Empress ordered that some be given to Sugi and the two of us. 
The Empress returned after 11; and we took leave of her at the 
side of the bridge near her inn. 

The trout of the clear flowing stream 

Are impossible for fishermen to catch, 

We have heard, yet today— 

I went to Miyanoshita with Sugi Magoshichiro around 5 to 
offer my thanks to Her Majesty for her visit today. We were 
served saké and food in her presence again. 

Ito Hosei came to visit. 


5 September 1876 Fair. I am debilitated because I suffered 
{rom diarrhea three times last night. I am much troubled because 
| have not been able to recover quickly from my illness. This 
morning I did not feel too badly, and, as we had planned it several 
days ago, Shojiro and Matataro went with me to Otomi Pass for 
à panoramic view of Mount Fuji. Fortunately there were not 
many clouds over the mountain, except for a little bank to the 
right. We rested at Sengokubara going and coming. We left at 
7 this morning, and the round trip was fifteen miles. Itó Hosei and 
Izeki Yoshikiyo came to visit. Shishido Tamaki and Yamao Yozo 
came to sce me from Tokyo. 


September 1876 Fair. At 7 Shishido and Yamao returned to 
‘Vokyo. Ito Hosei came to call. I talked with Sugi and Kashiwa- 
mura throughout the day; Sugi was also slightly under the 
weather. At the request of friends and others I did several dozen 
pleces of calligraphy. Letters arrived from Nakayama Sumie and 
Kikkawa Sobei. 


7 September 1876 Fair. Oka Gisuke and Izeki Yoshikiyo came 
to talk, On a summons from Her Majesty, my wife and I went to 
the Empress’s inn at 4. We were served saké and food before her. 
Moreover, Matsu received a present. We offered our thanks and 
withdrew. It was after 7. Vice Minister Madenokoji, Itó Hosei, 
and Junior Deputy Attendant? Takeuchi were present as her 
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aides. Takeuchi was there in place of Yamaoka. 

Ito Hosei came to visit again. Kashiwamura Tadatoshi de- 
parted this morning. Today we sent off to Tokyo the things 
which I ordered at the shops of Izumiya Kikujiro and Yamadaya 
Kichibei. 


8 September 1876 Fair. Oka Yoshisuke, Izeki Yoshikiyo, and 
Takeuchi ... came to visit. At the request of local people I did a 
large number of pieces of calligraphy. Around 4 Sugi and I went 
to Miyanoshita to take leave of Her Majesty. Nomura Yasushi 
arrived today; and we dined together, and talked at night. Izeki 
also came to spend the night. During my stay in Kiga I composed 
several poems: 
The gate of brushwood, five feet high, 
stands unlatched. 
The moonlight beams through the cracks 
in the blind of fresh bamboo. 
What worries then has this man of leisure? 
Night after night, wrapped in dreams, he hears 
the sound of the mountain stream; 
For on a ridge of the blue mountains 
floats this house, 
The mountain torrent rushing past great boulders. 
Here the cares of life do not penetrate. 
What is there to stay my enjoyment 
of the leisure life in seclusion here? 

A poem by Master Yodo? was hung in a frame at the inn. I 
composed a verse to accompany it, and presented my efforts to the 
proprietor of the inn. My poem follows: 

Does the Master of the Eastern Sea? rest in peace? 
The bond between us was short lived 
like the swiftly moving clouds, now gone forever. 
Before the inn I view the scenery 
which once he loved, 
Gloom envelops me before the railing 
as I lift my saké cup alone. 
Master Yamanouchi Tokai once paid a visit here, re- 


3 Yamanouchi Yodo (1827-1872) had died while Kido was abroad in 1872, ‘The 
former Lord of Tosa had been Kido's drinking partner and boon companion. 
4 Tokai, 
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maining for several days. He had the artist Kambo paint 
the view from the balcony, and Tokai composed a poem 
to accompany the picture. The style of the Master's verse, 
done in the ecstasy of wine, is enough to make me recall his 
pleasure in his excursion of that time. I prepared a poem to 
accompany his, and to express my cherished memories of 
times past. Five years? have flown since the Master departed 
this world. How regrettable that life is only like unto a dream! 
6 September 1876 
Year of the Rat, 
Greater Fire Sign 
Shogiku® 
At the last meeting of our poetry society, I was selected in the 
drawing to be organizer of our meeting on the 12th. Lest I be 
censured for neglect of duty, I asked Sugiyama Takatoshi to 
replace me. I sent him a Chinese poem under the title “On 
Viewing the Lotus upon Arising at Dawn" (composed in ad- 
vance). 
The singing of the birds interrupts my 
slumbers at dawn. 
As I open my window a fragrance envelops me. 
The sun rises and the wind dances over the pond. 
A myriad of red and white lotuses burst into bloom. 


9 September 1876 Fair. I departed at 7, going up to Her Ma- 
jesty’s inn where I met with Madenokoji. I also consulted Ito 
Hosei about my illness before withdrawing. Nomura Yasushi, 
Oka Yoshisuke, and Izeki Yoshikiyo came with me to the edge 
of the village to see me off. We rested for a time at the Dogajima in 
Himemizu; and when we passed through Yumoto, the proprietor 
of the Fukuju, greeted me, so we stopped to relax there for a time. 
(The proprietor is a man of letters who calls himself Enkei.? He 
asked me for a poem and some calligraphy on framed paper, so 
I wielded my brush at his request.) We reached Koshimizu in 
Odawara after 11. Nomura Yasushi made arrangements for us to 
use a carriage which belongs to the Kanagawa prefectural govern- 
ment from here, We had the midday meal at Tsutaya Tohachi's 


^ Yodo died in 1872, so four years had elapsed by Western count. 
"Shogiku 4A Aj was Kido's literary name, 
7 Enkei [Wl] means "the frog in the garden," 
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in Umezawa, and reached Fujisawa at 6. Sugi Magoshichiro 
boarded the carriage with me, while the rest of my party travelled 
in jinrikisha. We relaxed at the inn of Akamatsuya Seisuke in 
Fujisawa. (He said that he was once employed by Kashiwagi 
Sozo.) The road to Enoshima is closed for construction in con- 
nection with the Empress's visit, so the proprietor and Ueno 
Seibei (the post station agent),8 who came part of the way to see 
us off, arranged for us to hire a boat at Yamamoto Bridge. We 
went down the Katase River, reaching Enoshima before 8. Our 
rooms are in the detached wing of the Ebisuya. Matsumoto . .. 
the driver, served us well today, so I gave him a gratuity. 

(Note) Sugi stayed at the Akamatsuya. He plans to return to 
Tokyo tomorrow. 


10 September 1876 Cloudy. The heat of the town contrasts 
with the cool temperature in the Hakone mountains. Here it has 
been up to 90? recently; even yesterday the heat during the day 
was extreme. Today, however, it was quite cool, so I kept the 
shüji doors to my room closed. After 10 I bathed in the sea, and I 
did the same after 4. At night, rain. 


11 September 1876 Fair. At 10 I bathed in the sea; around 11 
I worshipped at the Benten shrine, and took a walk in the neigh- 
borhood. Seiho, Teisuke, and Kyüsai accompanied me. Around 
3 we went fishing on the west side of the island, Teisuke and 
Kyüsai accompanying me. We had a superb view of Fuji, Hakone, 
and Oiso from a place called Matsugasaki. About 4 we swam in 
the sea ncar Isobe. 
(Note) An old fisherman named Shokichi was my guide. 


12 September 1876 Changeable weather. I swam in the sea 
twice, at 10 and again at 4. I went to Isobe again with Old Sho- 
kichi this evening, but returned shortly afterwards on account of 
rain. I read a book to relieve my boredom. 


13 September 1876 The weather was the same as yesterday. 
We left Enoshima after 9, and arrived at Akamatsuya Seisuke's 
in Fujisawa before 11. All the members of my party took bamboo 
palanquins; and we experienced hardship en route on account of 
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the storm. We left there at 12, took a short rest at Totsuka, and 
reached Kanagawa after 4. We waited for the 5 o'clock train at 
Dainoishi, reached Shimbashi Station at 6, and went home by 
carriage. Kubo Danzo, Onda Jinsuke, and Okudaira Shosuke 
came to talk. My friends were unaware of my return to Tokyo 
today. Letters arrived from Ochiai Saizo and my nephew Yoshi- 
suke. A letter came from Nabeshima Kan who sent a photograph 
of Koriyama School in Fukushima Prefecture. (During the time 
of my attendance on the Imperial tour, I was asked to give a 
name to the school; so I wrote School of Golden Light? in four 
large ideographs. The school is in the largest building between 
here and Aomori.) 


14 September 1876 Cloudy, with occasional light rain. At 6 I 
visited Hiraoka Michiyoshi, and talked with him about Western 
architecture. From there I went to my new house, visited Shina- 
gawa Yajiro, and returned home. At 3 I visited Matsuno Kan. 
Last month his fiancée, the German lady, requested my assistance 
on her arrival here; and I arranged things for her, and developed 
sympathy for her plight. Susbsequently, Kan had the misfortune 
to fall ill. The lady has been going to his house daily to nurse him 
with exceptional care. So my sympathy for her has grown; and I 
went to see her partly to console her. On the way back I visited 
the Aoki household while the master is away, then went to my new 
house to consult the builder about the windows and the alcove. 
[Twelve lines are blank.] I reached home before 6. Sugi Magoshi- 
chiro, Nagamatsu Bunsuke, Yamada Akiyoshi, Shishido Tamaki, 
Kodama Shosuke, Kubo Danzo, Okudaira Shosuke, Onda Jin- 
suke, Fujii Yasoe, Motoyama Yoshisuke, and Hiraoka Michiyoshi 
came to talk. (Yasoe stayed overnight here occasionally during 
my absence.) Makimura Masanao’s letter arrived; and I-sent 
off a reply at once. 


15 September 1876 Rain. Oka Moritomo, Miura Goro, Sugi- 
yama ‘Takatoshi, Sakurai Torataro, Fukubara Kazumasa, Fuku- 
bara Kyósuke, and Hattori Ichiz came to visit. At 4 I went to 
Sugiyama "Takatoshi's place. Letters arrived from Prime Minister 
Sanjo and Itó Hirobumi who are in Aomori, (‘They were mailed 
on the 4th, I received salted salmon from Prime Minister Sanjo.) 


* Ninto Gakko 4 MM. 
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A letter from Minister of the Right Iwakura arrived from Hakone. 


16 September 1876 Rain. Sakurai Tsukayoshi brought over 
the draft of the plan for the kazoku system. Sugi Magoshichiro 
brought his report on the status of the Imperial family. I went 
with Sugi to my new house. From there I went to see Hattori 
Ichizo, Ukita Hachiro, and Nishijima Seiho, then returned home. 
Yamao Yozo, Okudaira Shosuke, Yamamoto Seijüro, Kajima 
Shoemon, Ukita Hachiro, Kubo Danzo, Onda Jinsuke, Arita 
Kumazo, Iwasa Jun, and Nambu Kazumasa came to visit. 


17 September 1876 Heavy rain. Tanimura Kazumasa, Naga- 
toya Yasubei, and Mori Jüsuke came to visit. I sent for Asami 
Yoshiosa to obtain information about the income and expenditures 
of the Imperial Household. Sakurai Toratard brought over Mo- 
ridera Tsunenori’s letter. Mori Jüsuke who has just arrived in 
Tokyo came to talk with me. Hiraoka Michiyoshi paid me a 
visit before leaving for Kiso tomorrow. 


18 September 1876 Fair. Those who came to visit were Yama- 
da Akiyoshi, Yamamoto Seijüro (with whom I entrusted a letter 
of advice to Hayashi Sansuke who has been ill), Fujii Yasoe, Ito 
Hosei, Nomura Yasushi, Hattori Ichizo, Hayashi Tomoyuki, 
Izeki Yoshikiyo, Kondo Yoshiki, Kawase Hideji, and Wakayama 
Giichi. Minister of the Right Iwakura came to discuss recent 
developments. I went to my new house, and from there I called 
on Aoki's family while he is away, and on Matsuno Kan. Onda 
Jinsuke and I visited Oka Moritomo at night. I returned home 
at 11. 


19 September 1876 Cloudy. Those who came to talk were 
Kishida Ginko, Yoshikawa Jojird (who is staying in Tokyo at 
present, and who is the son of Ichinomiya Magotaro, a Tsüshima 
man whom I knew ten years ago), Kawano Michinobu, Asakura 
Seiichi, Sufu Kanatsuchi, Cho Sansu, Kajima Shoemon, Hattori 
Ichizo, Kodama Jun'ichiro, Kubo Danzo, and Onda Jinsuke. 

As the meeting of the Mutual Credit Association was held 
today, I sent Matataro to itin my place. 


20 September 1876 Rain, Fujii Yasoe, Asami Yoshiosa (in 
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regard to Imperial Household finances), and Nambu Kazumasa 
came to visit. I went to Sugi Magoshichiro's at 5 with Shishido 
Tamaki, Nomura Motosuke, and Yamada Akiyoshi to discuss 
plans for the thirteen-year!? memorial services for our friends. 
Thirteen years ago, in the Year of the Rat, many of our comrades 
died for our country during the upheavals in Kyoto and the in- 
ternal disturbances in Choshü. I can hardly bear to call those 
past times to mind. 

Letters arrived from Murakami Mitsuo (in regard to the stone 
lantern which I had erected before the grave of Sera Shüzo), 
Saigo Tsugumichi, Shima Isei, Kuki Ryüichi, and.... 


21 September 1876 Cloudy. Onda Jinsuke, Shima Isei, Sugi- 
yama Takatoshi, Torio Koyata, Minami Teisuke, Oka Yoshi- 
emon, Hattori Ichizo, and others came to talk. 


22 September 1876 Cloudy, turning to rain. Katori Motohiko, 
Ito Hosei, and Nakayama Sumie came to visit. After 12 I went 
to the Imperial Palace for the first time since I fell ill. I paid my 
respects to the Emperor. (Although I was ordered to eat in at- 
tendance on the Emperor today, I declined because I have not 
yet completely recovered.) 

At 4 I withdrew from the Palace, then after 5 I went to the 
Mutual Credit Association meeting at Sugiyama Takatoshi’s. 
Other guests were Miura Gord, Oka Moritomo, and a certain 
Kawagoeya. 

Today I went to the construction site for my new house with 
à carpenter who specializes in Western-style building. 

(Note) Sumie came as a messenger from Prince Goro. 

Two visitors came, and two letters. 

On my return, heavy rain. 


23 September 1876 Cloudy, turning to rain. 

Iwasa Jun, Nambu Kazumasa, and Nomura Yasushi came to 
talk, I went to the Takanawa mansion after 11. This is the Year 
of the Rat; and, since the beginning of the year, I have been think- 
ing of our comrades who died in the national troubles of the last 
Year of the Rat, 1864, Out of my great sorrow over their deaths, 


10 


Tt was the twelfth anniversary by Western count, It was the first Year of the Rat 
since the martyrdom of the Clhoshü heroes, 
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I have wanted to hold a memorial service in their memory; and 
I proposed this to some friends when we had the meeting at Sugi 
Magoshichiro's place the other day. Some of the friends suggested 
that we consult with Lord Mori, Third Court Rank, Junior Grade, 
to hold the services at the Takanawa mansion under his auspices. 
Accordingly, we held a meeting there today. Those at the meeting 
were Shishido Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, Sugi Magoshichiro, 
and I. Nomura Motosuke excused himself on account of a con- 
flict. We adopted my draft, with some revision, as Lord Mori's 
announcement of the service. The Lord asked the group assembled 
for opinions on the management of his household and on the 
education of his children. I presented my views which I have long 
held without reserve, though they differ from his way of doing 
things. I regret for the sake of the Mori family that the others who 
have joined me in deploring the Lord's way of conducting his 
affairs would not utter one word in support of me today. On the 
way back I visited Kodama Shosuke, returning home at night. 
Okudaira Shosuke and Onda Jinsuke came to talk. 
(Note) In addition, three letters came, and one visitor. 


24 September 1876 Cloudy, turning to rain. Fujii Yasoe, Fujii 
Kosuke, and Ise Kan came to talk. 

A letter arrived from Ise Sakae; and I sent him a telegram in 
regard to the memorial services in Hagi and Yamaguchi. One 
letter came and two visitors. 


25 September 1876 Splendid weather. At 8 I went to the Wo- 
men's Normal School.!! We made necessary preparations for the 
Empress's visit which was scheduled for today. At 9 Her Majesty. 
arrived, made a tour of inspection, and left about 11. 

1. Lecture on The Summary of the Eighteen Dynastic 

Histories of China. Sixth-grade students. 

2. Arithmetic. Seventh-grade students. 

3, Physics laboratory lecture. Eighth-grade students. 

4. Sewing. Ninth-grade students. 

5. Calligraphy. Honor students in calligraphy. 

6. Dictation. Honor students in English. 


11 Joshi Shihan Gakko te FWN. 
18 Fahachi Shiryaku ZLM. 
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7. Reading aloud from Outline of the World’s Geography 13 
Day students, Class A. 

8. Reading aloud from Ethics and Morals.4 
Day students, Class B. 

9. Practice teaching (Pupils of the elementary school 
Tokyo Normal School). 

10. Practice teaching (Elementary school affiliated 
with Tokyo Normal School), 

The above took one hour and forty minutes. Twenty minutes 
were used for a lecture in the auditorium on physiology for senior 
students, a lecture on the Western book Self-Help5 for senior 
students, and the reading of compositions by several students. Ten 
minutes were devoted to gymnastics. 

On the way back I called on Sugiyama Takatoshi, but he was 
out, I returned home at 1. Those who came to visit were Suzukawa 
Shinzo, Kajima Shoemon, Hattori Ichizo, Nakajima Nobuyuki 
Suematsu Kencho, Masuda Takashi, Okura Kihachiro, Waka- 
yama Gi'ichi, and Onda Jinsuke. I met with Sugi Magoshichiro. 
Shishido Tamaki, Nomura Motosuke, and Kubo Danzo to ‘alle 
about the memorial service. 


26 September 1876 Fair. Fujii Yasoe and Kajima Shoemon 
came. At 10 I went to the Imperial Household Ministry where I 
discussed with the Minister and his top subordinates the problem 
of separating the expenditures of the Imperial Family from or- 
dinary expenditures by the Ministry—among other matters. At 
2 I withdrew. On the way home I called on Yamao Yozo but he 
was absent. I visited Kodama Shosuke and Oka Sei’ichi on their 
sickbeds, returning home before 5. Kodama Jun'ichiro and Ya- 
mada Akiyoshi came to visit. Five other visitors arrived. I am not 
yet cured of my dysentery which I have had already for fort 
days. After walking only 600 or 700 yards I am exhausted. i 

(Note) A man named Miyabe Teijiro who is said to be the son 
of Miyabe Teizo . . . 


27 September 1876 Fair. Sugiyama Takatoshi, Oka Yoshi- 
suke, Kasawara Shókichi, Suzukawa Shinzo came to visit. At 10 


W Yooht Shiryaku QM iy WMA, 
V Kangen Kummó VJ ila 
V^ Risshihen YEA. 
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I went to my villa at Somei with Naraya from Miyanoshita. At 4 
on my way back I paid visits to Parson and to Sugiyama Taka- 
toshi, returning home at 7. Rain after 4. 

(Note) Iwasa Jun came to give me medical treatment. 


28 September 1876 Cloudy, turning to rain. Fujii Yasoe, 
Suzukawa Shinzo, Shimada Sukeshichi, and Nambu Kazumasa 
came to visit. At 10 I went to the Palace where Senior Deputy 
Miyamoto who has returned from Korea reported to the Throne 
on the circumstances of treaty negotiations. I was present as an 
observer. At 2 I withdrew. On the way back I visited Oka Sei'ichi 
who is ill, reaching home at 3. Two letters arrived. Kuroda, 
Director of the Colonization Office, sent me two salted salmon. 


29 September 1876 Rain. This morning I was invited to a 
morning tea ceremony given by Yamada Akiyoshi. The other 
guests were Nomura Motosuke, Sugi Magoshichiro, and Suzu- 
kawa Shinzo. Visitors to my place were Kodaira Yoshichika, 
Yamada Akiyoshi, Suzukawa Shinzo, Miura Genchü, and Hat- 
tori Ichizd. Suzukawa brought over a carpenter named Takeishi 
Kisaku. In addition, three letters came, and two other visitors. 
Lord Mori of the Takanawa mansion came to consult me about 
the management of the affairs of his houschold. At night I talked 
with Okudaira Shosuke. 


30 September 1876 Rain. At 7:30 I went to the Imperial 
Palace; and after 9 Prime Minister Sanjo, on his arrival in Tokyo, 
came directly there to pay his respects to the Emperor. Yama- 
gata Aritomo, Ito Hirobumi, and Mutsu Munemitsu were in his 
party. They informed us about the situation in the northeast. 

I reported my opinions on the matter of the constitution to the 
Throne in some detail. I withdrew after 11, going directly from 
there to Takanawa for the interment of Lady Ei. On the way 
back I called on Ito Hirobumi, and we had a long talk. From there 
I went to the Sanjo mansion where I submitted a written request, 
and argued the case for, dividing the Imperial Household Min- 
istry expenditures and those of the Imperial Household itself 
(the privy purse) into separate budgets. A detailed budget should 
be prepared for the Ministry, but none for the Imperial House- 
hold, only a rough estimate of probable expenditures, I have 
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requested a prompt decision on this matter. I paid a visit to Oka 
Sei'ichi who was sick, then I visited Yamagata Aritomo, returning 
home before 7. Letters arrived from Sugi Magoshichird and 
Namba Dembei. 


October 


Fair. Those who came to talk with me were 
mai pon Suzukawa Shinzo, Kajima Shoemon, Endo 
Kinsuke, Izeki Yoshikiyo, Murata Minejiro, and Oka Gisuke. At 
2 I went to the Iwakura mansion where I discussed the matter of 
Imperial family expenditures, and the problem of managing the 
kazoku. Y returned home after 4, Three visitors arrived. 


2 October 1876 Cloudy. Those who came to visit were 
Yamagata Aritomo (who talked about the present situation in 
Hokkaido and Ou) and Kodama Jun'ichiro. At 10 I went to the 
drew at 3. Eight visitors came. A letter arrived 
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1 Mimpo henko hoy 


470 


ire Sign, Ga Noriyuki brought a copy of his translation of 


MEIJI 9, OCTOBER 371 


withdrew for a while after 1. Prime Minister Sanjo and Ito 
Hirobumi came to talk with me. At 4 Hirobumi and I went to the 
Palace by the same carriage. Today a group headed by Prime 
Minister Sanjo was commanded to dine in attendance on His 
Majesty; and I was one of those at the dinner. I withdrew at 8. 
Yamada Akiyoshi, Suzukawa Shinzo, Onda Jinsuke, and Ko- 
dama Jun'ichiró came to talk. In addition, three visitors came, 
and two letters. Today I finished the discussion which I started 
the other day with Minister of the Right Iwakura in regard to 
problems of the Imperial House. 


5 October 1876 Cloudy. Those who came to talk with me were 
Kuki Ryüichi (on matters within the Ministry of Education), 
Toda Saburo (concerning the kazoku and shizoku), and Shizuma 
Kensuke. At 4 I went to the Iwakura mansion where we dis- 
cussed expenditures of the Imperial Family, as well as manage- 
ment of the kazoku. I left there at 8. I called on Shishido Tamaki 
both before and after visiting Iwakura; and I met Sugi Magoshi- 
chirō with whom I discussed memorial services for those who died 
in the national crisis on the 15th, as well as the household man- 
agement of the Takanawa mansion. Iwasa Jun came to give me 
medical treatment. Tsuda Sen brought over a magazine, JVàgyó 
Kasshi [The Farm Journal]. Seven other visitors came, and three 
letters. Letters arrived from Wada Yoshisuke and Yamanaka 
Sei'itsu. 


6 October 1876 Fair. At 6 I went to the Sanjō mansion. 
Minister of the Right Iwakura and Finance Minister Okuma had 
gathered there. To them I presented the case which I have argued 
before for the separation of the expenditures by the Imperial 
"amily from those of the Ministry (the Imperial Household 
Ministry). I told them that a budget need not be submitted 
lor expenditures by the Imperial Family; the usage of the money 
should not be questioned once it is given to the Imperial Family. 
In addition, I said that it costs a considerable sum of money to 
»upport the Emperor’s relatives in a dignified style of life, so the 
sum for Imperial House expenses should be increased. An official 
of sonin rank should be appointed from the Imperial Household 
Ministry to render assistance to those relatives who have to meet 
emergency expenses, (Up to now some of these relatives have 
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lived in straitened circumstances. They have a living standard 
below that of middle-level sóniz? officials, a disquieting situation). 
Finally, the decision was made to do what I proposed. On with- 
drawing I paid a visit to Oka Sei’ichi who is ill, then went to the 
Imperial Palace, withdrawing after 1. Ise Sakae who arrived in 
Tokyo yesterday came to visit me; Fukuba Bisei came to see me. 
This evening I had an appointment with Hijikata Hisamoto; so 
before 5 I went to his house with Sugi Magoshichiro, Oka Mori- 
tomo, and Ise Sakae, returning home at 10. Kodama Shosuke, Shi- 
nagawa Yajiro, Yamao Yozo, Fukubara Kyosuke, and Suzukawa 
Shinzo came to visit. Five other visitors came, and four letters. 

(Note) At Hijikata's I saw a painting of the seven court nobles 
fleeing to Choshü at the time of the Sakaimachi Gate Incident of 
30 September 1863, the eighteenth day of the eighth month in the 
Year of the Boar, Lesser Water Sign, by the old calender. It was 
painted by Lord Sawa. When I think back fourteen years,! and 
consider all that has happened up to the present, the vicissitudes 
and ordeals of the times are almost too much to bear. My heart 
is heavy with the realization that more than half of my friends of 
that era have become guests in the realm of the dead. 


7 October 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk with me were 
Yamagata Hisataró (Nakamura Sei’ichi’s younger brother), 
Yamamoto Seijiird, Suzukawa Shinzo, Nambu Kazumasa, and 
Onda Jinsuke. Two other visitors came, and three letters. (Maki- 
mura Masanao also sent me a letter concerning my property in 
Kyoto.) In the evening I went for a stroll. 


8 October 1876 Fair. Ozaki Saburd, Kawase Hideji, and Nam- 
bu Kazumasa came to visit. Prince Fushimi sent some eatables to 
go with saké yesterday; hence, today I went to offer him my 
thanks. From there I paid a visit to Governor Kusumoto, went to 
the house of Okubo Toshimichi, and visited Oka Sei’ichi who was 


2 Sénin was the second of three categories of officials in the civil service. 

3 Sawa Nobuyoshi (1836-1873) was one of seven loyalist court nobles who fled to 
Choshü after power shifted against them in Kyoto in 1863. Kido met Sawa then, the 
period to which which he refers, and again in Nagasaki in 1868 when Sawa was Gov- 
ernor General of Kyushu, and the two had to settle the Christian question, After 


serving as Foreign Minister, Sawa had died in 1873, so Kido was mourning a deceased 


friend who had been younger than he. 
4 By Western count it was thirteen years earlier that the seven court nobles, includ- 


ing Lord Sawa, fled to Choshü, 
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sick. (His condition has been critical since last month, so I had 
asked Ito Hosei and Iwasa Jun to examine him. He had been 
improving a bit lately, so I was delighted; but today Ozaki 
Miyoshi informed me that he has taken a sudden change for the 
worse, My heart bleeds for him. My friends had stopped me from 
visiting a patient who has a fever, as I have been ill myself. 
Sei’ichi, however, has always been a faithful friend to me, and ha 
never turned his back on me. Hearing that he is in crea] condi- 
tion today, I could not help but go directly to him. "Tonight I sent 
Sadasuke . . .) After 2, in response to his invitation, I went to the 
home of Nakayama, First Court Rank, Junior Grade. returning 
home at 10. Throughout the evening Sei'ichi was ever off m 

mind. ; 

(Note) I wrote to Yoshida Uichi and to Makimura Masanao 
Ise Sakae came to stay overnight. | 


9 October 1876 Fair. Fujii Yasoe came to talk. With Ise Sakae 
Nishijima Seiho, and Uekiya Tomejiro,? I went to a garden nook 
shop in Fukagawa, then we went on to Yanagishima in Kameido 
where we had lunch. On the way back we visited the nurseryman 
Magohachi, at the Kaedegawatei, and returned home after 5. 
I have suffered from dysentery for more than fifty days, but ay 
condition has improved a bit, and I have made a special effort 
to get out for a walk. I was told that Oka Sei’ichi had died last 
night, and I was overcome with grief. I sent Seitard and Sadasuke 
over to his place. He was my old friend and was exceedingly kind 
to me; so I loved him in return. What has happened today is as 
if I were in a dream. Letters arrived from Miyagi Tokisuke, Oku- 
ma Shigenobu, Yamamoto Seijiro, Ozaki Saburo (to whom I 
replied), and Kodama Shosuke. Shinagawa Yajird and Suzukawa 
Shinzo came to talk. I had one other visitor. 
(Note) I sent a letter to Inoue Segai. 


10 October 1876 Fair, becoming cloudy. Minister of the Right 
Iwakura came to talk about setting up the Peers Bank and other 
matters. After 10 I went to the Imperial Household Ministr 

where we disposed of several items of business (inspection of " 
expenditures for tours by the Emperor and Empress, an Imperial 


" Ti 
His name indicates that he was Tomejiro the nurseryman, 
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grant of money to Nakayama for his services, and the kazoku 
question); and at 2 I withdrew. I paid a visit to Yamao Yozo 
to bid him farewell. (He leaves for Kyushu tomorrow; and he 
had called at my house this morning when I was away.) From 
there I went to the Takanawa mansion. In the presence of Lord 
Mori, Shishido Tamaki, Sugi Magoshichiro, and the Chief 
Steward,9 the three of them and I discussed the memorial service 
for the martyrs of the Restoration on the 15th, the future direction 
of the Mori house's finances, and the establishment of the Peers 
Bank. I returned home after 8. Six visitors came, and five letters 
(from Governor Kusumoto about his finances, and from Ozaki 
Miyoshi about Oka Sei'ichi's estate). Inoue Kaoru's letter arrived 
from New York. He wrote about his ideas on economic prospects, 
what products should be involved, in some detail. His warm 
feelings toward me overflowed in the letter. 

Sato Kansaku? (Governor of Shimane) presented me with a 
painting by Chikuden, “Kannon in White Robes." 


11 October 1876 Rain. At 10 I paid a visit to Oka Sei’ichi’s 
bereaved family, inquired about their family situation, and 
brought back some papers on Oka's loans to study them carefully 
on behalf of the family, and to do my duty as a friend. 

I went to Shimabara to keep an appointment with Ise Shosu. 
Nine people gathered including Onda Jinsuke, my wife and I, 
and Sugiyama Ki. We returned home after 10. Four letters came, 
and three visitors. 


12 October 1876 Fair. At 10 I went to the Imperial Household 
Ministry, and I withdrew after 3. Minomura ... came to talk, 
and brought me a bill of exchange from Kyoto. Before 5 I went 
to the house of . . . with Ise Shosu and Suzukawa Shinzo. Yama- 
da Akiyoshi had also been invited, and was already there. After 
we had partaken of the strong ceremonial tea we had dinner. 
Then we had individual cups of weaker tea. I went to the Ume- 
daya on my way back, and returned home at 10. Hayashi San- 
suke came to visit. Three other visitors called. 


6 Reifu 47k. I 

7 Sato Kansaku (1815-1900) was an early name for the Clhoshü man referred to 
elsewhere as Satö Nobuhiro, two of whose great-great grandsons became prime mine 
isters: Kishi Nobusuke, 1957-1960, and Sato Eisaku, 1964-1972, Chikuden was, of 
course, Kido's favorite painter, 3 
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(Note) I have written down the menu on a separate piece of 
paper. 


13 October 1876 Fair. Hirata Tosuke8 came to talk about the 
German Mayet. I entrusted Fujii Yasoe with making a confiden- 
tial investigation of Oka Sei’ichi’s loans. 

Today the Emperor paid a visit to Nakayama, First Court 
Rank, Junior Grade. As I had been ordered to attend on His 
Majesty, I went to Nakayama’s ahead of the Imperial party and 
awaited the Emperor’s arrival. He reached there at 12, and left 
at 8. The Emperor watched Kyogen.? The drinking bout was lively; 
and some of us feared privately that the Emperor might go too 
far in his merriment. Four visitors arrived, and two letters. 


14 October 1876 Fair. I went to the Imperial Palace at 10, and 
withdrew at 1, Those who came to visit me today were Suzukawa 
Shinzo, Oka Moritomo, Kodama Shosuke, Nakamura Kazusuke 
(who has recently arrived in Tokyo), Shinagawa Yajiro, and three 
others. Two letters arrived. After 5 I went to Kodama Shosuke's 
to meet Hayashi Ryosuke (who has just arrived in Tokyo). I went 
from there directly to the Takanawa mansion to spend the night. 
Shishido Tamaki, Nomura Motosuke, and Yamada Akiyoshi all 
gathered there. 


15 October 1876 Fair. The memorial services for the men who 
sacrificed their lives for the country in 1864, the Year of the Rat, 
Greater Wood Sign, were finally held today. We have been work- 
ing on this for several days, and we had asked Lord Mori to pre- 
side at the services. The ceremony lasted from 10 to 4, Many 
guests arrived from outside the circle of our domain including 
Prime Minister Sanjo and Minister of the Right Iwakura. People 


" Hirata "Tósuke (1849-1925) had gone to Germany with the Iwakura Mission in 


1073, and in 1876 had just returned from the study of politics and law at the Univer- 
sities of Heidelberg and Leipzig. A native of Yonezawa domain, Hirata was adopted 
into the family of the domain physician in 1856, and came to Tokyo to study at the 
Daigaku Nanko in 1869, Later he accompanied Tto Hirobumi to Germany in 1882 on 
the constitutional study mission, then became a stalwart of the bureaucracy with 
clone ties to Yamagata, His last office was that of Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, which 
he resigned on account of illness in March 1925, 

" Ayogen was the comic farce. performed between the more serious No plays with 


thelr religious overtones, 
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of Choshü arrived without a break to pay their respects, more 
than 600 in all from the domain and outside. I withdrew at 6. On 
the way back I visited Ise Sakae, and returned home at 9. Three 
letters arrived, and three visitors. 


16 October 1876 Fair. I went to the Imperial Houschold 
Ministry at 10. Sugiyama Takatoshi, Fujii Yasoe (whom I had 
entrusted with collecting Oka Sei'ichi's loans, and who came to 
consult me), Nagamura Yasukuni (to whom I gave a message for 
Makimura as he is returning to Kyoto tomorrow), and Suzukawa 
Shinzo came to talk. Ise Sakae came to stay for the night. Four 
letters came. Some grapes were presented to me from the Palace. 
Minister of the Right Iwakura came to talk with me in regard 
to the matter of the kazoku. 


17 October 1876 Fair. Hiraga Hidesuke came to report that 
his father is seriously ill, and to talk with me about his immediate 
return to our prefecture. His father, Hirokage, was my childhood 
friend when we played on bamboo horses. For that reason Hide- 
suke came to Tokyo counting on my support; therefore, I gave 
him twenty yen for travel expenses and for his father's medical 
expenses. Kubo Bujizo came to talk with me. Three other visitors 
arrived, and four letters. At 1 I visited Ito Hirobumi, and went 
with him to Iwakura’s where we had been invited. 

At the Iwakura mansion, Okuma, Ito, and I discussed with our 
host the problem of the Peers Bank. 


18 October 1876 Cloudy. At 10 I went to the Imperial House- 
hold Ministry, withdrawing at 12. Having an engagement with 
Yamada Akiyoshi, I went to his house with Ise Sakae. Suzukawa 
Shinzo was also present. From there I called on Sugi Magoshi- 
chiro in the company of Yamada and Ise, returning home at 10, 
Seven visitors arrived, and eight letters. I sent for Kashiwamura 
Makoto this morning, and gave him an account of the discussion 
on the Peers Bank last night at Iwakura's mansion. He agreed 
with my position, so I relayed his answer to Iwakura; and I also 
put a stop to Itó Hirobumi's proposal for a banking conference 
(on national banks). Today, occasional light rain. 


19 October 1876 Cloudy, turning to rain, Fujii Yasoe, Nishi- 
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jima Seiho, and Yamagata Aritomo came to talk with me. At 2 
I went to the Sanjo mansion, then to a poetry meeting at the 
Seiyoken, returning home after 6. We held the thirteenth anniver- 
sary memorial service for my late son, Katsuzaburo, today, so I 
invited seven or eight guests. Seventeen other visitors came. 


20 October 1876 Rain, clearing. Matsuno Kan came to talk. 
I went to the Takanawa mansion with Sugi Magoshichiro at 12. 
Shishido Tamaki, Nomura Motosuke, and Yamada Akiyoshi 
joined us there for a discussion of the Peers Bank. Originally the 
idea for it arose from our desire to protect the property of the 
peers at the time of the issuance of bonds for stipends, and also 
because the construction of railroads with bank capital will pro- 
mote the common good. I believe that it will be beneficial to both 
public and private interests, and that it is the most desirable thing 
the Mori family could undertake. I reported our intention as I 
was asked to do by Minister of the Right Iwakura at the Taka- 
nawa mansion some days ago. (First I talked it over with Minister 
of the Right Iwakura, then on obtaining knowledge of the govern- 
ment's decision I made the announcement at Takanawa.) Those 
present were Shishido Tamaki, Sugi Magoshichiro, and Kashi- 
wamura Makoto. After informing Lord Mori of the details, all 
present agreed with the proposal which I made, and I reported 
this back to Iwakura. (As Minister of the Right Iwakura is Di- 
rector of Peers Affairs,!? and in his additional office he has exerted 
himself to protect the kazoku.) But opinion at the Takanawa man- 
sion has changed three times since then; these people are behaving 
like ignoramuses. I expressed my opinion fully, and admonished 
them for their inconsistency. I have always done my best to repay 
my old obligation for the Mori family's benevolence to me, and 
| hope that the family’s prosperity will long endure. But with such 
inconsistency and insincerity as today, their future is doubtful. I 
can only draw a long sigh of dismay over it. They show no sign 
of awakening to reality, Shishido, Yamada, Sugi, and Nomura 
ill deplored what is happening. I returned home at 9. Five visitors 
came, and three letters, Ise came, and stayed for the night. 

(Note) From Makimura came a telegram reporting receipt of 
my bill of exchange. 


10 Kazoku no toku buchó Wi Ii eoi yr Jie. 
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21 October 1876 Fair. I went to see Iwakura, and gave him an 
outline of the Mori family's position (on the Peers Bank). I also 
visited Itó Hirobumi to consult with him. From there I went to 
the Palace to report to the Throne on the problem of the Imperial 
Family’s expenditures (the new system of separating expenditures 
of the Imperial Family from those of the Imperial Household 
Ministry). I happened to run into Iwakura again, and he informed 
me of the discussion this morning on the Peers Bank matter. At 
12 I went to Prince Arisugawa’s by invitation, and returned home 


at 4. Sugi Magoshichiro, Shinagawa Yajiro, Kawada ..., and 
Shishido Tamaki came to talk. Ise Sakae came to stay for the 
night. 


Prime Minister Sanjo came for a long talk. I had seven other 
visitors, and two letters. 


22 October 1876 Fair. At 10, with Ise Sakae and Suzukawa 
Shinzo, I went to my villa in Somei, then over to Shishido Ta- 
maki’s with whom we had an engagement to observe a tea cere- 
mony by Koriki. Hayashi Ryosuke was also present. We spen 
hours drinking tea, having dinner, enjoying sakè, and talking; 
then we went together to my Somei villa. Ise Kan and his house- 
hold also came to my villa. After 7 I returned to my home. 

This morning Prince Sanjo gave me some Noshiro lacquerware, 
for which Akita prefecture is noted—which he brought back from 
a tour of the northern districts. Oka Moritomo and eleven other 


visitors came to see me. 


23 October 1876 Cloudy. At 10 I went to the Palace, and with- 
drew after 2. Those who came to talk were Sugiyama ‘Takatoshi, 
Miura Gord (who told me that he will go to the garrison in Aki 
province soon), Cho Kei, Suzukawa Shinzo, and Nishijima Seiho. 
Sugi Magoshichiro, Yamada Akiyoshi, Nomura Motosuke, and 
I met with Shishido Tamaki at his house to talk over the problem 
of the Takanawa mansion. Sugi and Yamada then came to my 
house to talk . . . . Two letters arrived. 


24 October 1876 Rain. Those who came to talk were Nishijima 
Seiho, Kubo Danzo, Onda Jinsuke, Kajima Shóemon, Okudaira 
Shósuke, and Nakamura Kazusuke; and Kazusuke stayed for the 
night. 


MEIJI9, OCTOBER 379 


25 October 1876 Fair. Miyagi Tokisuke, Sugiyama Takatoshi, 
and Hayashi Ryosuke came to talk. I went to the Palace before 
10. We reported to the Throne that Itó Hirobumi had notified us 
of a telegram which had been received reporting arson attacks 
and artillery fire at the Kumamoto garrison and other localities, 
and that the Ryükyüan domain had submitted a copy of a letter 
from ... in China requesting that the tributary mission be post- 
poned on account of the death of the Tung-chih Emperor! and 
the accession of the Kuang-hsu Emperor,! as reported by the 
Home Ministry to the Central Chamber. Minister of the Right 
Iwakura came to the Imperial Household Ministry after 1, so we 
discussed the kazoku problem, and the Higo problem.1® No fol- 
low-up telegram has come, so details of the situation are unknown. 
I returned home at 5, Having an engagement at Suzukawa Shin- 
z0’s place, I went there; fellow guests were Shishido Tamaki, 
Yamada Akiyoshi, and... . 

If we delay bringing the Higo incident under control, and the 
movement extends to other areas, it will bring no end of misery 
to our people. Although I cannot work as diligently as I would wish 
on account of my illness, I have no intention of evading respon- 
sibility when we are faced with such difficulties as these. It has 
always been my intention to repay a small fraction of my debt to 
the Emperor, so I made an earnest request to Prime Minister 
Sanjó and Minister of the Right Iwakura that, if a government 
official is dispatched, I be appointed to the post. 


U The T’ung-chih [5]]& Emperor (r. 1862-1874) died, it is believed, at the hands of 
his mother, the infamous T'zu-hsi, having barely attained his majority. 

18 The Kuang-hsu Jý Emperor (r. 1875-1908) bore the somewhat inappropriate 
reign name meaning “Continuation of Splendor.” He was T’zu-hsi’s nephew, and was 
adopted and dominated by her for the rest of his life, 

19 Higo was the province in which Kumamoto castletown was located; and there 
the reactionary Jimpüren, or League of the Divine Wind, revolted in a short-lived 


rising which triggered the Hagi Rising. Both the governor and the garrison comman- 
der were killed by the Jimpüren rebels during their one-day revolt. The Jimpüren was 
substantially more traditionalist and xenophobic than the Macbara group in Hagi. 


limpüren members cut telegraph wires as desecrations of the “Divine Land,” and 
they fought with swords, not the faddish Western firearms. They were also better 


organized; but the proximity of the government’s army brought almost immediate 
defeat, Remoteness from the Hiroshima garrison allowed the Hagi rebels ten days. 
V, Herbert Norman, ‘Feudal Background of Japanese Politics,” in John W. Dower, 
editor, Origins of the Modern Japanese State: Selected Writings of E, Herbert Norman (New 
York, Pantheon Books, 1975), 430-434. ‘The traditionalism and the xenophobia of the 
]impüren is recaptured in a long, purported history of the group in the novel by Mi- 
ahima Yukio, Runaway Horses, ir, by Michael Gallagher (New York, Knopf, 1973), 
02-117, 
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I was informed by Sanjo, Iwakura, Tto Hirobumi, ME e 
Aritomo, and the Imperial Household Ministry of the m 2 
of the nine telegrams which have arrived from Fukuoka a 
Kurume. The telegraph lines to Higo have been fiis decor ing 
to the last telegram, which Prince Sanjo has circulated: 7 

The rebels have forced their way into the governmen: 
soldiers’ barracks, caused a good deal of bloodshed, pne 
fire to three barracks and the prefectural office. A so ii 
who escaped came to my temporary headquarters to us 
the above, so I pass it on to you. I beg you to spee F 
dispatch of troops here. The telegraph line into Kumamoto 
has been cut. 

Dispatched: 7:20 p er 
eived: 8:40 p.m., 25 oct. 
i Hakaru, Deputy Middle Clerk,” 
Kumamoto Prefecture. Pe. 
i Yajiró and seven other visitors came, and f 
Mou e Kan'ichi wrote me about the current situation 
in Yamaguchi prefecture in some detail. 


26 October 1876 Fair. The Imperial Household Mp be 
me three telegrams from Higo. Their contents were all m Ba 
in the one which I saw last night. Fujii Yasoe came to e À ATG 
coming to confer were Kodama Jun'ichiro (who requeste 3 M 
of 300 yen until December, por no Um lu a 
have come up, so I accommodate: i 
vane went to the ud Palace before 10, a dii er 
Sanjo. I was informed in detail about the M MS E a 
in the Higo incident. At 3 I withdrew, and called on ae 2) 
Gord had recently been scheduled for assignment to the is 
shima garrison, but when reports of the Higo MEL." 
it was difficult to tell whether Taneda, the genera i d 
dead or alive, so Gord has been ordered to Higo Ne 3 aj » 
General Oyama and Assistant Home Minister Hayashi in BEL 
with him. I returned home at 4. Yamagata Aritomo and XS 
gawa Yajiro came to talk with me. After 5 I called op eus ds 
shichiro, but he was absent; and T returned home at 1 im i 
Tasuke, Kubo Danzō, Onda Jinsuke, Yamada Akiva " b. 
Suzukawa Shinzó came to visit, We all went over to Suzukawa’s, 


14 Gonchitzoku {ili 
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and I returned home to go to bed at 10. Two other visitors came, 
and two letters. Ga Noriyuki brought over his translation of 
The Spirit of Laws. A telegram came in the middle of the night. 
I went with Shinagawa Yajiro to Matsuno Kan's place. 
(Note) Ito Hosei came to give me medical treatment. 


27 October 1876 Fair. A telegram came reporting that the 
shizoku of Akizuki domain in Chikuzen province have risen in 
response to Kumamoto. It is my observation, as I survey the 
current scene, that everybody in the land is dissatisfied, whether 
he be peasant, merchant, or shizoku. Although the country has 
been quiet for a time, it is not because the people were contented. 
It only means that tension has built up from their discontent. 
The only completely satisfied people are the government officials. 
The people, therefore, are set to revolt; and, if the riots in Kuma- 
moto are not suppressed in a few days, they will inevitably 
spread, and we shall have uprisings everywhere. Once the rebels 
have risen it is inevitable that proper punishment must be ad- 
ministered to them without deviating from the law. The govern- 
ment, however, has carried on its administration in an arrogant 
style, without consideration for the hard life in the remote areas, 
and without regard for traditions which date back several hundred 
years. Indeed, the government seems to have abandoned its role 
às a people's government, a matter that deeply concerns me. 
Often have I opposed the gentlemen in government, but few are 
those who side with me. Most of the officials follow blindly along 
with the trend of the times and take the course laid out by others. 
My greatest regret is that I, who lack the virtue to command 
respect, cannot attain my goals to save the people. Only a few 
days ago I discussed the threatening situation with the Minister 
of the Right; and in no time at all the uprising in Higo occurred. 
If we should postpone action, and miss our opportunity, the un- 
happiness to which we shall give rise is incalculable. Yesterday, 
therefore, I petitioned the Prime Minister and the Minister of the 
Wight for orders dispatching me to Kyushu. Further, the telegram 
from Chikuzen contained the news which I had expected, so I 
petitioned the two men again to the same effect, that I be ordered 
to Kyushu speedily, 
Vukubara Mataichi, Kóno Togama, and Suzukawa Shinzo 
fame to talk, At 11 I went to the construction site of my new 
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house with Ichimaru. From there I called on Obata Einosuke ; 
and I visited Ise Sakae. Lord Mori, Third Court Rank, Junior 
Grade, came there looking for me; and I was overwhelmed with 
gratitude to receive his apology for his stand on the bank a 
recently. On the way back I called on Sugi Magoshichiro, 2d is 
was absent. I returned home at 5. Five visitors came, and five 
letters, Hirata Michiyoshi who has returned to Tokyo from thc 
isd ame to see me. 

2 conan from Fukuoka reported that 500 armed men had 
assembled in Akizuki. Further, from Nagasaki prefecture has d 
a request for permission to arm the police and put them on guar 


duty. 


28 October 1876 Fair. I went to the Imperial Household 
Ministry at 10, and withdrew at 12. From there I ep dl 
Sugi Magoshichiro to his house, where Ise Sakae, ... vei 
and Nakai Keisho had gathered. We inspected the materials d 
seals belonging to a certain Kusaba of Nagasaki, and I ae y 
made a purchase. (He had a total of 165 pieces, 30 of good quality, 
30 of medium quality, and the rest inferior.) I returned home at 
E S to stay with me. 
pice a pii the Kumamoto rising has been sup- 
pressed for the time being; and the ringleaders have M 
suicide by disembowelment, have been captured, or have a 4 
By another telegram, the rebels in Akizuki seem to have been 
pe Suzukawa Shinzo, Nishijima Seiho, M 
Akiyoshi, Kubo Danzo, Onda Jinsuke, and Okudaira Shosuke 
with me. 

By ae telegram, the shizoku in Yamaguchi have gathered 
at the Meirinkan, riding the crest of the confusion abroad in 
the land. Five other visitors, and four letters came. I had a 
appointment with Prince Sanjo today at his villa in Imado, but 
it was put off on account of the present crisis. 


29 October 1876 Those who came to talk with me were Yamada 
Akiyoshi, Suzukawa Shinzo, Sakuma Kazusuke, Bia 
Shosuke, Ono Tamehachi, Nambu Kazumasa, Yamao 1 sunetaró 
(who returned from the United States yesterday), and Shinagawa 


Yajiro. 
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A telegram arrived from Yamaguchi prefecture reporting that 
Maebara Hikotaro's group had assembled, and insisted on bor- 
rowing arms from the arsenal. The situation was so threatening 
that a subordinate official was sent over to reprove them, but 
they would not disperse; therefore, Governor Sekiguchi called 
out troops to suppress them.!5 Moreover, it was reported that 
shizoku in Tokuyama mutinied, set fire to the police station, and 
seized rice storehouses. In addition, several more telegrams 
arrived. I went to present my views to Prime Minister Sanjo and 
Minister of the Right Iwakura; and I requested that I be dis- 
patched to the place of the disturbance so that I might render 
some service. After returning to my home, I went to the house 
of Iwamura Michitoshi (a judge to be dispatched to Yamaguchi 
prefecture) with Yamada Akiyoshi; and we explained the situa- 
tion in Yamaguchi prefecture to him. Iwamura will go to Yama- 
guchi tomorrow with Shinagawa Yajiro. Its Hirobumi and I 
met at the house of Yamagata Aritomo to discuss the matter in 
Yamaguchi prefecture. They have observed the situation in some 
depth; whereas my own impressions are superficial. A telegram 
arrived reporting that Maebara Hikotaro and his followers had 
scattered, fleeing with their arms, plundering the district trea- 
suries, and leaving a note that they are proceeding to the Throne 
by way of the Iwami road. This was exactly the development I 
had expected. From there I went to Shinagawa’s for a long talk, 
and to bid him farewell. Further I went to Yamada’s, and talked 
with him and Suzukawa and Sakuma. 

Seven other visitors came, and three letters. Telegrams arrived 
frequently. 


Prince Arisugawa came this morning to talk with me about 
his views. 


30 October 1876 Fair. Iwamura Michitoshi, Nomura Yasushi, 
and Suzukawa Shinzo came to talk. I went to the Palace Enclo- 
sure at 9 for a busy day today; I withdrew at 4. Sugi Magoshi- 
chiro, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Yamada Akiyoshi, and Ikeda Kensai 
came to visit me. Four other visitors came, and five letters. 

10 The Chief Magistrate of Hagi, Yokoyama ‘Toshihiko, issued the call to arms 
against the central government through the official network of ward chiefs. Between 


100 and 160 shizoku assembled, Tokutomi Soho (MUN, Kinsei Nihon Kokuminsshi : Aki- 
Auki-Hagi no Ran MEME FI ASIII YY « 40]. WRON [Early Modern History of the 


Japanese People: The Akiguki and Magi Risings] (Tokyo, Jiji Prem, 1962), 143-153, 
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Maebara Hikotaro is an absolutely unprincipled individual. It 
was out of jealousy and dissatisfaction that he took advantage of 
the upheavals in Saga, Tokyo, Kumamoto, and other places to 
stir up public feeling. In the end he has committed such a colossal 
blunder as this and, as a result, has misled these promising young 
men, a matter which I regret exceedingly. The most deplorable 
thing is the disgrace which it has brought to the honor of the 
shizoku of Yamaguchi prefecture. 

Four other visitors came, and four letters. 

A few years ago we lost many young Choshü men in the turmoil 
of the mutiny in Yamaguchi prefecture.16 Now again, unfor- 
tunately, Maebara has provoked disorder, and many youths are 
destined to die untimely deaths. How I grieve at the thought. I 
wish, therefore, to return to my home province immediately to do 
what little I can to pacify it. Moreover, I want to obtain thorough 
knowledge of the situation in the event that someone be falsely 
charged. For that reason I have repeatedly requested permission 
to return home; and I pressed for a prompt decision on my re- 


quest today. 


31 October 1876 Cloudy. Those who came to talk with me 
were Suzukawa Shinzo, Hirata Tosuke (in regard to the Mayet 
matter), Sugiyama Takatoshi, Nomura Motosuke, Sakuma 
Kazusuke, Fukubara Mataichi, Shishido Tamaki, Yamada 
Akiyoshi, Kodama Jun'ichiro, Kubo Danzo, Onda Jinsuke, and 
Yamagata Aritomo. Most came to discuss the incident in Yama- 
guchi prefecture. I had three other visitors, four letters; and 
several telegrams came. Minister of the Right Iwakura also came 
to talk about the Yamaguchi problem. 

I invited the German Mayet and his wife to my villa at Somei. 
Ikeda Kensai, Hirata Tosuke, I, Matsu, and Shojird dined with 
them. We returned home at 8. 

(Note) Okudaira Kensuke has joined Maebara in his insurrec- 
tion. Shosuke is terribly distressed about it; and I sympathize with 
him. I therefore informed Bojo, the Bureau Chief, about the 
situation through Sakuma Kazusuke. 


19 Kido participated personally in suppressing the Choshü samurai revolt of 12 
February-13 March 1870, as described in Volume I of the Diary, 321-335, 


November 


1 November 1876 Rain. I went to Obata Einosuke's place 
before 10, and returned home at 2. Torio Koyata came to talk 
with me about everything from the Yamaguchi prefecture matter 
to the general objectives of the present government. I share his 
concerns, Our conversation turned to the memorials which I have 
submitted to the government in the past. The government has 
carried out reforms in haste without regard for traditional prac- 
tices, creating hardships in many instances. I have offered advice 
in strong language about every sort of thing, but absolutely no 
one agrees with me; most follow along blindly with the currents 
of the time. I regret that I have been unable to put across the 
sincerity of my purpose, and I cannot but grieve for my country 
According to a telegram this morning, yesterday in Hagi the 
rebels staged a surprise attack on the District Office;! and, as 
fighting opened with the government's garrison troops a la e 
number of casualties were suffered. The Prefectural CAE 
barely escaped with his life. No such action as this occurred when 
Maebara took flight. I wonder whether the Prefectural Governor 
has been too harsh with the rebel remnants, or whether Maebara 
has returned to Hagi. It is not clear. I am exceedingly worried 
about my native province. 

Those who came to talk with me were Imperial Household 
Minister Tokudaiji (about the Ministry’s problems), Hirata 
losuke, and Mayet. Others who came to talk were du 
Akiyoshi, Shishido Tamaki, Takasu Kenzo (who has come up to 
1 okyo recently), and Matsuno Kan, Four more visitors came on 
four letters. Four or five telegrams arrived (among them tele; ease 
from Prefectural Councilor Kinashi, Prefectural Gore. S ki 
guchi, and Miura Yoshisuke.) E 


2 November 1876 Fair, Those who came to talk with me were 
! Kumu Atsukaidokoro MW fM UU 


s05 
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Oka Moritomo, Fukubara Minoru (who has recently returned 
from the United States), Kubo Bujizo, Sugi Magoshichiro, and 
Miyagi Tokisuke (in regard to the Yamaguchi prefecture prob- 
lem), At 9 I went to Iwakura’s to talk about Imperial Household 
matters and about Mayet. In looking over the telegram which 
came last night, I realize that the rebels have not yet been subdued 
in Hagi castletown. When I think of the disaster which has over- 
taken my native land, I am exceedingly distressed. If, in the end, 
through unavoidable circumstances, a blow has. to be struck 
against the people of Hagi, the situation will be pitiable indeed. 
In any event, it is essential that I return home; so today again I 
pressed for permission. On the way back from the office. I looked 
for Ito Hirobumi at the Central Chamber, at the Ministry of 
Public Works, and at his house; but I could not find him, so I 
left a message. At 11 I went to the Imperial Houschold Ministry, 
and at 3 Ito Hirobumi came to see me. In accordance with his 
advice, I decided to wait until another report comes in. At 5 T 
withdrew. Shishido Tamaki, Sugi Magoshichiro, Nomura Moto- 
suke, and Yamada Akiyoshi came to talk with me, all about the 
Yamaguchi prefecture problem. Fifteen other visitors came, and 
two letters, as well as several telegrams. According to a telegram 
from Ito Hirobumi, Maebara and his men returned to Hagi on 


the 31st. 


3 November 1876 Fair. Hasegawa Kiyoshi came to discuss the 
management of the affairs of the house of Tokugawa (the Mito 
Tokugawa). I have heard of Kiyoshi's name for a long time, 
Kiyoshi's comrades were the men who formed the band which 
carried out the Sakurada action.? At 7:30 I went to the Palace. 
In connection with the Emperor's birthday celebration,? at 8:30 
His Majesty went to the Sakurada Parade Grounds with me in 
attendance. At 11 I attended on him as he returned to the Palace, 
I headed up a group of Imperial Household Ministry officials 
who offered congratulations to the Emperor and the Empress in 
the Inner Palace. At the end of that, Their Majesties appeared in 
the Audience Hall where they served food and drink to the princes 


inate i eS la gate to 
i t Elder, had been assassinated outside the Sakurad 
ui EE 1860 by Mito and Satsuma samurai in protest against his 
determined policy to purge Bakufu enemies. 


3 Tenchósetsu Fe Jet. 
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and officials of chokunin rank. Today for the first time band musi- 
cians from the Board of Ceremonies! presented several musical 
numbers. 

[Two lines are blank.] 

Fukuba Bisci stepped forward to give a lecture on the signif- 
icance of the Kimigayo and the Mim...; and he recited one of 
his own waka poems. 

At 1 I withdrew; and at 2 I returned home. Yamada Akiyoshi 
and I went to Oka Moritomo's by invitation. Present with us were 
Sugi Magoshichiro, Kubo Bujizo, and Sugiyama Takatoshi, At 
10 I returned home. Shishido Tamaki and seven other visitors 
came, and one letter. Nakamura Masanao presented me with a 
copy of his own translation work.5 

I imagine the agonies to which our people of Yamaguchi pre- 
fecture are being put, unable to forget it even in my bedchamber. 
Today again, through Ito Hirobumi, I expressed what was in my 
heart, and requested permission to return to my home prefecture. 

(Note) We hired an English band director; and last year ... 
[The following is blank.] 


4 November 1876 Fair. Suzukawa Shinzo, Fukubara Mata- 
ichi, and Sugiyama Takatoshi came to talk. At 10 I went to my 
office; and, on withdrawing I paid a visit to Ise Sakae who is 
ill. I also called on Its Hirobumi, but he was absent. Along the 
way I encountered Yamagata Aritomo, and went to his house 
for a long talk, returning home at 4. Shishido Tamaki, Sugi Ma- 
goshichiro, Yamada Akiyoshi, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, and Kodama 
Jun'ichiro came to talk. Yesterday at the Palace I gave Lord Mori 
my opinion as to the instructions to be issued from the Takanawa 
mansion to his supporters and the shizoku living in Hagi castle- 
town. Sugi, Shishido, Yamada, and I gathered to discuss matters 
in the wake of the dispatch of Tojo home yesterday, and I reported 
our various opinions to the Lord. Shishido, Yamada, Suzukawa, 

4 Shikiburyó IRRE. 

? Nakamura Masanao (1832-1891) was the translator of Samuel Smiles's Self- Help 
and John Stuart Mill's On Liberty. More likely it was the latter which he gave Kido. 
Nakamura, a Confucian scholar, served the Bakufu in his youth; and he studied in 
Vingland from 1866 to 1868 under Bakufu sponsorship. Nakamura did his famous 
translations in Shizuoka where the ‘Tokugawa went in to exile. He served with the 
Vinance Ministry in 1873, joined the Meirokusha of progressive intellectuals, became 


a Christian, served on the faculty of the University of Tokyo in Chinese studies, and 
alter 1890 served in the House of Peers, 
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and I went to . . "s at 6; and I returned home at 10. After 5, oc- 
casional rain. Four other visitors came, and two letters. Today I 
submitted another petition of my view to Iwakura. 


5 November 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk with me were 
Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, Kubo Danzo, and Torio Koyata. (The other 
day Torio pressed me to reenter the government. I have already 
mishandled one opportunity to end my career last year. Early 
this year I expressed my opinion that, because of my illness, T 
could no longer attend to my duties, and was finally ordered to 
serve as Cabinet Advisor.9 Afterwards I attended on the Emperor 
during his tour of the northeast; and, on returning to Tokyo, was 
ordered to serve in the Imperial Household Ministry, a position 
which I was obliged to accept. It would be shameful for me to 
change my mind so often, so I cannot accede to Torio's sugges- 
tion.) 

Nomura Yasushi, Shishido Tamaki, and Onda Jinsuke came 
to talk, and eight other visitors as well. Minister of i the Right 
Iwakura came to tell me that my petition is one that is very dif 
ficult to accept, a matter which I regret deeply.... Ito Hosei 
came to give me medical treatment, as I have had a cold since 
yesterday, and stayed in bed half of today. Two letters came. 

A telegram came reporting plans for an all-out attack on the 
Hagi rebels today; and it is reported that the attack was put off 
until tomorrow because of a delay in the arrival of troops. 

(Note) I sincerely want to return to Yamaguchi prefecture as 
soon as possible to help my home province in its troubles. 


6 November 1876 Fair. Visitors were Ito Hirobumi (who 
brought Nagaoka Shigehisa’s confession, Maebara’s telegram in 
code, and other papers), Oka Moritomo, Fukubara Mataichi, 
Fukubara Kazumasa (who says that he will go to Yamaguchi 
prefecture today), Fujii Yasoe, Ono Tamehachi, Nambu Kazu- 
masa (who came to give medical treatment), Suzukawa Shinzo, 
Iseki Yoshishizu, Shishido Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, Onda 
Jinsuke, and three others. Four letters arrived. N 
Lord Mori and his son came to observe the memorial services 


at the Shrine to the War Dead, and the . . . horse races.’ 
ê Komon WWI. : 
7 A character is missing, but this seems to refer to horse races, 
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7 November 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Fujii 
Yasoe, Kodama Shósuke, Torio Koyata, Ise Sakae, Ito Hosei 
(who came to give medical treatment), Fukubara Kyosuke, Ya- 
mada Akiyoshi, Shishido Tamaki, and Hori Shingo. A telegram 
arrived reporting that Yokoyama Toshihiko and Shirai Rinzo 
have been arrested in Izumo, and that the search is on for Mae- 
bara Issei, Sase Kazumasa, Yamada Eitaro, Okudaira Kensuke, 
and Maki Mokko who have made their way into the province’, . . 
A letter from Miura Yoshisuke arrived saying that Maebara 
assembled his men at the Tokoji temple on the 26th of last month, 
moved them on to the Meirinkan on the 27th, instigated the men 
of Susa and procured arms and ammunition, plundered the offi- 
cial funds of the district—and that Isahaya? has come out of Ya- 
maguchi. (It is reported that Tamaki Bunnoshin!? met with the 
others at the Tokoji temple.!!) Kinashi Shin’ichi sent in a copy of 
the rebels’ declaration of purpose, and gave an account of the 
movement of the rebels up to the 3rd of this month. 

Kawachi Naokata sent me a letter from Nagasaki, and Hayashi 
Sansuke wrote from Kobe. Parson presented me with a book and 
an exact copy of the United States Declaration of Independence! 
in a frame. Kuki Ryüichi wrote me in regard to visiting the Tie- 
telmann!? Kindergarten. Four letters came, including those from 
the American Minister and from Parkes. One visitor. 

# The arrests took place in Shimane prefecture on the Sea of Japan. 

” Isahaya Motokiyo (1843-1919) served with distinction in the Kanjótai during the 
Boshin War in 1868 on the Echigo front. Later he was jailed in 1874 for advocacy of 
assistance to the Saga rebels. For some reason he emerged from prison a police spy 
and, while in Maebara Issei's confidence, wrote Kido long informative letters on the 
progress of the Hagi conspiracy. At the time of the rebellion Isahaya took seventy 
men over to the government side, serving as guide to government troops taking the 
unfamiliar mountain road into Hagi. Moreover, an Isahaya detachment seized much 
of the rebel ammunition supply, dumping it into a pond, during Maebara’s temporary 
absence from Hagi. Ever after that his name was a synonym for treachery among 


anti-government Hagi shizoku: “an insect masquerading as a lion,” sneered Macbara. 
"l'okutomi, Magi no Ran, 86. 


10 Tamaki Bunnoshin was Yoshida Shoin's uncle, and the founder of the Shoka 
Sonjuku, He lived from 1810 to 1876, and was a white-haired old fanatic who Kido 
feared would do much harm. 

!! 'okoji, which lies at the base of a mountain east of Hagi, was founded by Lord 
Mori Yoshinari in 1691. Five feudal lords of the Mori line are buried at the temple, 


ns well as prominent loy; such as Yoshida Shoin and Takasugi Shinsaku. 

' The Declaration of Independence from England, written primarily by Thomas 
Jefferson, was dated 4 July 1776, 

"'Tietelmann was the maiden name of Clara Matsuno who established the first 
Japanese kindergarten, attached to Tokyo Women's Normal School, She was the 
German wife of Matiuno Kan who had studied in Berlin, and it was Kido who aided 


with their marriage arrangements, 
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8 November 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Yama- 
gata Aritomo, Fukubara Mataichi, Sakuma Kazusuke, Nambu 
Kazumasa (who gave me medical treatment), Yamada Akiyoshi, 
and Shishido Tamaki. There was one other visitor. 

According to a telegram, sixty or seventy Saga men have risen 
in collusion with Maebara. Four letters arrived including one 
from Iwakura. 


9 November 1876 Fair. Nagaya Matasuke arrived from Yama- 
guchi prefecture; and he is staying at my house, A telegram re- 
ported that Maebara, Okudaira, Yamada, Sase, and Maki have 
been arrested at the port of Uryü in Izumo. 

Because he was unable to control his jealousy (of officials more 
successful than he), Maebara has come to this plight. It grieves 
me no end. According to a telegram from Kinashi Shin'ichi, 
Hagi castletown was put to the torch because the rebels took 
flight so hastily on the 6th. He will send the names of the rebel 
leaders and other details by post later. 

Suzukawa Shinzo, Yamada  Akiyoshi, Shishido 'Tamaki, 
Nomura Yasushi, and Onda Jinsuke came to talk. Six letters and 
two telegrams arrived. E. 

(Note) Nagaya came to report on the recent situation in 
Yamaguchi prefecture. 


10 November 1876 Fair. I went to the Palace at 11, and, on 
withdrawing at 1, I went directly to visit Sugi Magoshichiro. At 
5 I returned home. A letter arrived from my nephew Yoshisuke, 
and I am much relieved. Further, I understand the state of affairs 
in Hagi castletown from his outline of it. Yamada Akiyoshi, 
Suzukawa Shinzo, Okudaira Shosuke, and Cho Sansu came to 
talk. Two other visitors came, and two letters. A telegram arrived 
from Kumamoto. 


11 November 1876 Fair. Matsuno Kan, Takasu Kensuke, and 
Yamada Akiyoshi came to talk. At 10 I went to the Ministry, and 
withdrew at 12. I called on Ito Hirobumi, but he was absent, so 
I left a note about several issues to be discussed with him. I visited 
Ise Shdsu who is ill. On the way back Yamada Akiyoshi and I 
called on Kodama Aijiro and Sugi Magoshichiro, and I returned 
home before 10, Four letters came, and one telegram (from 
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Kumamoto). Ito Hirobumi and Yamao Yozo called at my house 
in my absence. 


12 November 1876 Fair. Shishido Tamaki and Takasu Ken- 
suke accompanied me to the site where my new house is being 
constructed, then went with me to my villain Somei. We went to 
see the chrysanthemums in the neighborhood. On the way back, 
after 3, I called on Hiraoka Michiyoshi, but he was absent. Ten vis- 
itors came, and two letters. I sent letters to Sckiguchi Ryükichi, 
Kinashi Shin'ichi, Miura Yoshisuke, and my nephew Yoshisuke. 


13 November 1876 Fair. At 9 I called on Ito Hirobumi, but 
he was out. Until he returned, I talked with Shizuma Kensuke and 
Yamao Yozo. When Hirobumi came home, before 11, we talked 
over several important matters. From there I went directly to the 
Palace, withdrawing at 3 to return home. Those who came to 
talk were Sugi Magoshichiro, Ito Hosci (for medical treatment), 
Hiraoka Michiyoshi, and Oka Yoshisuke. Four other visitors came, 
and four letters. At dusk, Yamada Akiyoshi, I, and my wife went 
to Suzukawa Shinzo's place. 

(Note) Today I used my good offices on behalf of Okudaira 
Shosuke, and informed the authorities of Shosuke's feelings in 
regard to the conduct of his younger brother, Kensuke. 


14 November 1876 Fair. Sugiyama Takatoshi, Shirane Tasuke, 
lukubara Mataichi, and Yamada Akiyoshi came to talk. At 
10 I went to a Western tailor shop, then on to Obata Einosuke's 
and Masuda Takashi's. At 1 I went to the Takanawa mansion for 
memorial services; and I partook of dinner in attendance on 
Lord Mori and his family. On the way back I visited Yamao 
Yozo, Ise Sakae, Ito Hirobumi, and Kodama Shosuke. I had 
dinner with Shdsuke and Nakamura Kazusuke, and returned 
home at 9. Yamada Akiyoshi and Okudaira Shdsuke came to 
visit. The Yomiuri Shimbun and Akebono Shimbun have put out my 
name with a false statement that I am insisting on capital punish- 
ment for members of the Maebara party—which is contrary to 
my long-held beliefs. I have always been worried lest my coun- 
trymen stray from the correct path by being stirred up by these 
rascals; and I have made no little effort to spare them this dis- 


MAC this season people open their gardens to show off their chrysanthemums, 
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grace over the years. I have often admonished Maebara; and I 
am depressed that my home province should have fallen into 
such difficulties. But, even though it were to cost me my life, I 
could not advocate such severe punishment for them all at this 
time. On reading the papers I was indignant. 

Four other visitors came, and four letters. Letters arrived from 
Prefectural Governor Sekiguchi and Prefectural Councilor 
Kinashi, giving me an outline of the recent situation in Hagi 
castletown, including the news of Old Tamaki’s suicide and of 
Old Terauchi’s arrest. The Terauchi matter was astonishing. 

I received as a gift from Her Majesty, the Empress, a hakama 
and lining for it. 


15 November 1876 Fair. Fukubara Mataichi, Nagaya Mata- 
suke, Hirata Tosuke, Kodama Shosuke, and Kusakari Yojüzo 
came to talk. Shosuke, Yojüzo, and I went to the place where my 
new house is under construction; and I went to the Palace directly 
from there. I had an appointment to go to Minister of the Right 
Iwakura's mansion today; but we talked over all essential matters 
at the Palace, so I did not go to his place. Today I informed 
Kodama Aijiro of the arrest of his natural father!? Michitsura; 
and I encouraged him to return to Yamaguchi prefecture for 
the time being. I withdrew from the Palace after 3, and reached 
home at 4. Yamada Akiyoshi, Sugi Magoshichiro, Suzukawa 
Shinzo, Okudaira Shosuke, and Kodama Aijiro came to visit. 
I loaned Aijiró some money; and I wrote letters on behalf of his 
father to Governor Sekiguchi, Kinashi Shin'ichi, and Miura 
Yoshisuke.!6 There is no way to save the leaders of this uprising; 
but those who strayed from the proper course by being threatened 
or deceived are to be pitied. I have requested several times that 
they be treated leniently, and I exerted myself on their behalf 
as far as I could today. One visitor came, and two letters. 


16 November 1876 Fair. Aoe Hideru and Fukubara Mataichi 
came to talk. I went to the Palace at 7:30; and the Emperor 


15 Kodama Aijiro (1840-1930) was an official of the Imperial Houschold Ministry, 
The arrested man was his own father, as opposed to his adoptive father whose name 
he bore. 

16 The loan of the money might be accounted for by the fact that Kido was a patron 
of Kodama, and thought that the father had been misled, 
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departed for Narashino at 8 today to observe night maneuvers. 
(He will stay at Funabashi today, and conduct a review tomor- 
row.) I saw him off at the Nakano Palace gate. Toda Sabur came 
to visit me at the Imperial Household Ministry; and I withdrew 
at 12. I went to visit Ise Shosu who is on his sickbed, then on 
to Obata Einosuke’s place, and returned home at 5. Shishido 
Tamaki, Suzukawa Shinzo, Fujii Yasoe, and Okudaira Shosuke 
came to talk. Three other visitors came, and two letters. 

(Note) I am deeply grieved to hear that Naito Sakubei was 
killed by a stray bullet.1? 

I paid a visit to Kodama Aijiro who leaves tomorrow. 

Sakubei came up to the capital not so long ago; and I strongly 
advised him to stay in Tokyo. But he was determined to return 
aes iu prefecture. I am upset indeed on hearing the news 
today. 


17 November 1876 Cloudy. Nagaya Matasuke brought over 
Watanabe . .. who said that he left Hagi on the 9th, and arrived 
here last night. He brought with him a report on the situation 
after the 6th from Governor Sekiguchi; and he had a letter from 
the Governor and Miura Yoshisuke. A letter from Kinashi 
Shin'ichi also reached me by post. At 10 paid my respects at the 
grave of my younger sister in Wakabayashi as it is the first an- 
niversary of her death. The memory of this day last year is like a 
dream which calls up unbearable regrets. I ate a bentd lunch at 
Komaba on the way back, and returned home at 4, More than 
thirty guests came for the memorial services for my sister. At 
night, rain. 


18 November 1876 Fair. Shirane Sen’ichi came to talk. At 9 
I went to the Imperial Palace. At 12 the Emperor returned from 
Narashino. Minister of the Right Iwakura came to the Palace 
at 1; and we discussed the Peers Bank as it affects the general 
situation of the kazoku, or peers. At 4 I withdrew, and called on 
Torio Koyata on the way home. Hirata Tosuke, Ito Hosei, Ikeda 
Kensai, Kubo Danzd, Onda Jinsuke, and Kitashige Hiromatsu 
came to talk, (Itó and Ikeda came to give me medical treatment.) 
One other visitor came, and four letters. 


h Nats Sakubei had been Kido's teacher of the Confucian classics in his childhood 
in Hagi, 
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19 November 1876 Fair. Kodama Jum’ichird, Suzukawa 
Shinzo, and Ise Shdsu came to talk with me. At 10 I went to the 
construction site of my new house; and at 12 I returned home. 
Kameya of Kiga! came to talk. At 3 Ise, Suzukawa, and I strolled 
in the Ueno area, Suzukawa returning home ahead of us. Sugi- 
yama Takatoshi took Ise and me to visit Iiyama . . . ; on the way 
back we had dinner at Sugiyama's, then went to Hiraoka Mi- 
chiyoshi's place, returning at 10 to my home where Ise stayed 
the night. Eleven visitors came. Yamao Tsunejird also came to 
talk; he said that he will go to Hitachi province soon. Three 
letters came. 


20 November 1876 Fair. I went to the Imperial Palace before 
6. The Empress left for Kyoto today; and I attended on her as 
far as Shimbashi station to see her off. From there I went to the 
Sanjó mansion; and I returned to the Palace before 10, with- 
drawing at 2. According to a telegram, Maebara and the other 
six reached Hagi today. In addition, a report on casualties in Higo 
arrived. One visitor came, and three letters. At 3 I went to Sugi 
Magoshichiro’s at his invitation, then I went to Oka Moritomo’s 
for a meeting of the Mutual Credit Association. I returned home 
after 10. 


21 November 1876 Fair. Nagaya Matasuke, Watanabe Kango, 
and Takase Kenzo came to bid me farewell as they leave for 
Yamaguchi prefecture today. At 9 I went to the Takanawa 
mansion to reach a decision on the Peers Bank matter with Lord 
Mori and Kashiwamura Makoto; and we discussed the Lord's 
visit to Hagi. On the way back I called on Ito Hirobumi, and 
discussed the matter of the Peers Board!? among other things. 
From there I went to the site where my new house is under con- 
struction, then directly to the Iwakura mansion by invitation. 
There were four guests, the German Mayet, Yanagiwara ..., 
Ikeda ..., Hirata Tosuke, and me. At 10 I returned home. Oku- 
daira Shoósuke and Kodama Jun'ichiro came to talk. Six other 
visitors came, and two letters. 


22 November 1876 Fair. Sugiyama Takatoshi and Ozaki .. « 


18 Kiga was in the hot springs area of Hakone, 
19. Küzokuryó WWW. 
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came to talk. I went to the house construction site with Kitashige, 
and directly from there to the Palace. Today at noon Prime 
Minister Sanjo, Minister of the Right Iwakura, Imperial House- 
hold Minister Tokudaiji, Grand Chamberlain Higashikuze, 
Assistant Minister Sugi, and I had dinner in attendance on His 
Majesty. Afterwards Prime Minister Sanjo and Minister of the 
Right Iwakura were awarded a sum of money from the Imperial 
purse. Before dinner I had a private talk with Iwakura about the 
reform of the kazoku system, the education of the Emperor, and 
several other issues. At 4 I withdrew. ... of Satte post-town?? 
came to talk. I stayed at his house when I was in attendance on 
the Emperor during the Imperial tour. I went to my villa in 
Komagome after 4. Okudaira Shosuke, Ise Shosu, Kusakari, 
Kubo Danzo, and Onda Jinsuke came to spend the night... . 
Three other visitors came. 

I commissioned Kamakichi, the carpenter, to build the row 
house which I had promised to Okudaira Shosuke, Suzukawa 
Shinzo, and Kodama Shosuke. 


23 November 1876 Fair. Between last night and this morning 
I had five attacks of diarrhea, leaving me very weak. In recent 
days I have felt a bit better after suffering from dysentery for 
nearly ninety days; but in no time at all the diarrhea has struck 
me again. I am suffering indeed! Kamaya Shintaro of Kiga, 
Kitashige, Chiku'un, and Koriki came. Ise and other visitors 
from yesterday stayed over. Izumiya of Miyanoshita came; and 
I ordered some craft goods from him. 

Letters arrived from Prime Minister Sanjo, Minister of the 
Right Iwakura, and Ozaki Saburo; and I sent replies to all. 
Shinagawa Yajiro sent me a letter from Hagi-omote, saying that 
in the event Maebara is treated leniently, the people in Hagi 
castletown are saying that they want to behead him themselves. 
One can imagine the distress of the people on account of the 
upheaval; but the report is that the townspeople are settled back 
to normal now.... I am delighted that Otsu Tadauki, when 
pressed by the rebels, positioned his shizoku very skillfully for 
resistance, Otsu is a man whom I have known for more than 
twenty years... , Nine other visitors came, and one letter. 


9" Located in Saitama prefecture, 


396 DIARY OF KIDO TAKAYOSHI, III 


24 November 1876 Fair. I took a walk in the neighborhood 
with Ise, Okudaira, Onda, Kubo, and Kusakari; and we all went 
to Koriki’s place to look at his bonsai, returning to the villa at 
12. At 2 I left the villa to visit Parson, the American, then I called 
on Hiraoka Michiyoshi, returning home after 5. Tonight I went 
to Suzukawa Shinzo’s house at his invitation. Fellow guests were 
Ise Shosu, Yamada Akiyoshi, my wife, and I. We returned home 
at 9. Nine visitors came, and two letters. Shosu stayed the night. 


25 November 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk with me 
were Yamagata Kyütaro, Murata Kotaro (to whom I passed 
along the details of the praiseworthy way in which his father 
Yui'un managed things recently), Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Nakamura 
Takayoshi (who returned to the capital two or three days ago 
from Yamaguchi prefecture, where he had witnessed Maebara 
and his associates being brought back to Hagi castletown from 
Izumo province; and he gave me a minute account of the recent 
situation there), and Kodama Jun'ichiro. At 10 I went to the 
Palace where I talked over the kazoku question and the matter 
of Mayet, the German, with Minister of the Right Iwakura. At 
3 I withdrew. On the way back I went to see my new house which 
is under construction, then called on Shishido and Yamada, but 
both were away. At 4 I returned home. Those who came to talk 
were Kondo Yoshiki, Nambu Kazumasa (who came to give me 
medical treatment), Shishido Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, Sugi 
Magoshichiro, Suzukawa Shinzo, Onda Jinsuke, and Okudaira 
Shosuke. Four visitors came, and six letters. Ga Noriyuki gave 
me four copies of his translation of The Spirit of Laws. 


26 November 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk with me were 
Suzukawa Shinzo, Matsuno Kan, Murayama Taro, Nagamatsu 
Miki, Sufu Kanatsuchi, and Nomura Yasushi. At 11 I called on 
Tto Hirobumi, but he was out. At 4 I went to the Iwakura man- 
sion. Those present were Prime Minister Sanjo, Yanagiwara— 
member of the Chamber of Elders, Hida Hamagoro, a certain 
Kawatari, Lord Mori, and I. We discussed and decided on the 
personnel for the Peers Bank and other matters. At 9 I returned 
home. Three other visitors came, and two letters. (Makimura 
Masanao's letters also arrived.) 
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27 November 1876 Cloudy, occasional rain. Shimo Renjo 
came to request my help in regard to a matter relating to the 
status of the Kikkawa family line. Prior to 1868, the Year of the 
Dragon, Greater Earth Sign, I used my influence quietly on 
behalf of the Kikkawa to dissolve the discord between them and 
the people of Choshü, so of course I am always prepared to do 
what I can for the Kikkawa cause. At the time of the war in the 
Year of the Tiger, Lesser Fire Sign, 1866, the Kikkawas discharged 
their responsibilities to the full. In 1868 as well they dispatched 
troops and rendered signal service to the cause along with the 
other branch families. At that time, after reflecting on. what 
course would bring future prosperity to the country, I concluded 
that there was no alternative to the county-prefecture system, 
and worried that trouble would arise in Choshü unless the Kik- 
kawa were ranked as the equals of the other feudal lords. For 
the sake of the Kikkawa family itself, it was unbearable to put 
them in a lower status. Consequently, I reported details on the 
distinguished service and the lineage of the Kikkawa family to 
the Imperial government in the spring of 1868, and the family 
was ranked with those of the other feudal lords for the first time. 
For this reason the Kikkawa should not be treated differently 
from the Mori. (When the Kikkawa received status on a par with 
the other feudal lords, the Imperial edict specified that it was as 
à branch family of the Mori.) Recently, however, when the Peers 
Club conducted an investigation of the family, the Kikkawa were 
found to have the original surname of Fujiwara, so it is unrea- 
sonable that they should be considered a branch family of the 
Mori. The matter is in dispute at present; and, as I understand 
the Kikkawa claim, I wish to do what I can for them. Shimo 
Renjo and I discussed details of the matter. At 11 I went to the 
Imperial Palace, and withdrew at 2. Directly from there I went 
to the house of my deceased friend, Oka Seiichi, where I joined 
Sugi Magoshichiro and others to hold a memorial service for 
Seiichi. At 5 I returned home. Kodama Jun'ichiro will be dis- 
patched soon for judicial duty with the Miyagi court, so I went 
to his farewell party to which I had been invited. Fellow guests 
were Shishido Tamaki, Sugi Magoshichird, and Yamada Aki- 
yoshi, At 10 I returned home. Hirata Tosuke and Onda Jinsuke 
came to talk, Three other visitors came, and four letters. 
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28 November 1876 Fair. Hirata Tosuke came to visit. I wrote 
a letter of introduction for the German Mayet to Okuma Shi- 
genobu. After 10 I went to my new house which is under con- 
struction, and entrusted Koriki ... with the arrangement of the 
trees in the courtyard. At 12 I returned home. Ise Shosu and 
Kodama Shosuke came to visit; we went together to call on 
Hayashi Ryosuke, and then to the Yaezen. Shishido Tamaki, 
Sugi Magoshichiro, and Yamada Akiyoshi also came; and I gave 
dinner for Hayashi Ryosuke. Four visitors came, and two letters. 
Ikeda Kensai came to give Chütaro medical treatment; and Ise 
came to stay for the night. Two visitors came, and three letters. 
(Among them were letters from my nephew Yoshisuke and from 
Miura Yoshisuke.) 


29 November 1876 Fair. Its Hirobumi, Yamagata Aritomo, 
and Hasegawa Kiyoshi (steward for the Mito Tokugawa). At 
11 I went to the Imperial Palace, and withdrew at 4. At 6 I went 
to bid Kodama Jun'ichiro farewell, from there to call on Hirata 
Michiyoshi; and I returned home before 10. Suzukawa Shinzo 
and Hironaka Matsu came to talk. At 11 a fire broke out in 
Sükiya-cho, and it spread to Tsukiji after 2. Hironaka Matsu’s 
house was among those burned down. 


30 November 1876 Fair. Hirata Tosuke and Kikkawa Jojiro 
came. At 10 I went to the Palace where Prime Minister Sanjo 
and I reported to the Throne on the matter of titles for the kazoku. 
At 3 I withdrew, went to the Seiyoken, dined with Tomita ..., 
and had a long talk. After 7 I returned home. I made Tomita’s 
acquaintance several years ago when I was in the United States. 
Today I received the following order from the Grand Council 
of State. 

Kido Takayoshi, Third Court Rank, Junior Grade: 

You are hereby commanded to attend on His 

Majesty, the Emperor, during his travels to 

Yamato and Kyoto in January of next year, 1877. 

30 November 1876 Grand Council of State 


December 


1 December 1876 Fair. Kusakari Osi, Fujii Yasoe, and 
Awaya Tazo came to talk. After 12 I took Suzuki Magohachi to 
the site where my house is being built, and entrusted him with 
the landscaping. From there I called on Shishido Tamaki, and 
went to Yamada Akiyoshi’s place. Through Fujii Yasoe we are 
trying to sell the antiques of our late friend Oka Sei’ichi to his 
friends and other people to help with the family’s financial 
situation. The night before last, Yasoe’s house was burned down 
in the conflagration. Although he is pressed with his own affairs, 
he kept his promise on the Oka matter. He is a very kind man 
where others are concerned; an ordinary person would not have 
done what he did today. At 4 I returned home. Those who called 
on me were Suzukawa Shinzo, Sugi Magoshichird, Shishido 
Tamaki, Kubo Danzo, Onda Jinsuke, and Ikeda Kensai (who 
came to give medical treatment to one of my servants). One 
other visitor came, and one letter. I sent letters to Yoshida Uichi, 
Miura Yoshisuke, and Yoshitomi Kan'ichi. 


2 December 1876 Cloudy. Shimo Renjo came to talk (about 
the Kikkawa family problem). At 10 I went to the Palace. Prime 
Minister Sanjo and I reported our long-held opinions on titles 
for the kazoku and the shizoku to the Throne. I withdrew at 1. 
I called on Toda Saburo, and went to the tea ceremony at Ise 
Shosu’s. Other guests were Shishido Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, 
Sugi Magoshichird, and Suzukawa Shinzo. Before 4 I went to 
Kodama Shosuke's place, and directly from there to the Shiba 
Detached Palace at the invitation of Prince Higashifushimi. 
‘There were more than ten guests including Lord Tokudaiji and 
Grand. Chamberlain Higashikuze. On the way home I stopped 
in at Kodama's again, and had a long talk with him, returning to 
my place at 9, Nine other visitors came, and two letters, Ise Shosu 
came to stay overnight, 
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3 December 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Utsumi 
Tadakatsu, Matsuno Kan, Hattori Ichizo, Yamao Yozo, Shi- 
shido Tamaki, Kodaira Yoshichika, and Nakamura Kazusuke. 
After 4 I strolled downtown with Ise Shosu, took a medicinal bath 
in Ryogoku, and returned home after 9. Three other visitors 
came, and one letter. Miura Gord who suppressed the rising in 
Yamaguchi prefecture returned home last night, and came to 
visit me today. I was absent at the time, so he left a note that he 
wished to visit me as soon as I returned home; but the hour was 
late, so I sent him a message telling him not to come. Shosu came 
to stay for the night. 

(Note) Yamada Akiyoshi informed me that a telegram had 
arrived reporting that the executions of Maebara, Okudaira, 
Sase, Yamada, Ogura, and Arifuku were carried out this morn- 
ing.| Executions were also carried out today in Shirakawa and 


Fukuoka prefectures. 


4 December 1876 Cloudy. I dined with Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Shishido Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, Miura Gord (who told us 
about the uprising in Yamaguchi prefecture step by step from its 
beginning to its suppression), and Shdsu. Everybody left at 10. 
I went directly from there to the Palace, and presented my views 
in detail on the problem of titles once more. After 4 I returned 
home. This evening I went to Shishido Tamaki’s for a tea cere- 
mony. Fellow guests were Shosu, Akiyoshi, Ryosuke (Hayashi), 
and Oka (Kusakari). I returned home at 10. Hiraoka Michiyoshi 
came to talk at night. Two letters came. 


5 December 1876 Rain. Kikkawa Jojiro and Matsuno Kan 
came to talk. Before 10 I went to the Palace where a special edict 
was issued today in the matter of the shizoku bonds in response 
to the complaints from Kagoshima prefecture. I am convinced 
from past experience that this issue would never have arisen with 
the government had it been any other prefecture. I have frequent- 


1 Bi s of the Hagi rising were executed: Maebara Issei, age 42; 
di pow Xolioysria Toshihiko; 25, Yamada Kitaro, 27; AE 
Junsuke, 45; Okura Shin'ichi, 36; and Sase Kazukiyo, 24; as well as an ch res 3 
"who was deemed unworthy to die with the pure leadership (hence execute: l ic par dies ) 
for having plundered the storehouse of the Kyodo-gaisha, the cooperative Anm. 
industrial organization, of 700 bags of rice for personal profit, Suse dt IRAN 
AB Hagi no Ran: Maebara Issei to Sono Tito EAD HL INE ARE to AW [The Hag 
Rebellion: Maebara Insei and His Party] (Tokyo, Oshobo, 1972), 150. 
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ly advanced arguments on behalf of the shizoku generally; again 
I have argued on behalf of the people as a whole, hoping for fair 
and just treatment of them, but this discussion was conducted in 
an autocratic manner with the majority following the govern- 
ment. In the end my own view was not adopted. I have tried my 
best to fulfill my responsibility as a member of a government of 
the people; but all my efforts have come to naught. I am in- 
dignant that Kagoshima prefecture has obtained such a windfall 
because of its influence when I consider the future of the central 
government. In Choshü people loaned the government their rice 
stipends on which they were to receive two shō interest per koku 
of rice, getting in return bonds which they were allowed to sell 
on the open market; and many people, putting trust in these 
bonds, purchased them. The central government, however, for 
the sake of convenience, cancelled all of the old loans of the 
domains. Some people among the victims had purchased the 
bonds only a day before the cancellation. I could not permit this, 
and so I raised the issue on behalf of the aggrieved several times, 
and lodged complaints with the government. But each of them 
was rejected in the end. Not Choshü alone, but many other 
prefectures as well have made similar complaints. But only in the 
case of the stipends of the shizoku of Kagoshima prefecture was 
unusually favorable treatment accorded. I am disturbed to no 
end when I think of what has happened to the ordinary people of 
the country. Thus, I pressed the argument that the other perfec- 
tures should receive fair treatment. 

After 3 I withdrew. Kondo Yoshiki, Izeki Kiyoyoshi, and 
Shishido Tamaki came to talk. Yoshiki and Shosu stayed the 
night. 


6 December 1876 Fair. Yamagata Aritomo came to talk with 
me. Lord Mori of the Takanawa mansion came to talk with me 
about his attendance on the Imperial tour and the governance of 
his house. Katori Motohiko and Kusakari Oka came to talk. 

At I Ise and I took a carriage to call on Ito Hirobumi, but he 
was out, Then we called on Yamao Yozó who was also absent. 
On the way back we visited Nakajima Ko, and talked for several 
hours, From there I went to Prime Minister Sanjo’s to talk with 
him about the classification of the Kikkawa. family. On the way 
back our carriage chanced to break down, so we hired a Jinrikisha 
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man to pull the vehicle to the carriagehouse, and sent the horses 
to their stable. I walked to Nagamatsu Miki's and had a long talk 
with him. At 9 I returned home. Two other visitors came, and 
two letters. 


7 December 1876 Fair. Before 10 I called on Cho Sansu, went 
directly to the Palace, and withdrew at 3. On the way home I 
went to see my new house, then called on Suzukawa Shinzo, and 
reached home at 5. Kodama Aijiro returned to the capital today; 
he brought me letters from his father Michitsura and from 
Karasuda Ryotai, and informed me of the recent situation in 
Hagi castletown. Letters reached me from Shinagawa Yajiro 
(enclosing Maebara’s written confession), from Prefectural 
Governor Sekiguchi, and from Minister of the Right Iwakura— 
two letters. 

(Note) Chamberlain Yoneda returned to Tokyo today, and 
reported on the rising in Higo and the present situation there. 


8 December 1876 Fair. According to Governor Sekiguchi’s 
letter which arrived last night, the shizoku in Hagi castletown are 
destitute. The townspeople are unsettled, of course; and they will 
not sell the shizoku a sheet of paper or a single towel unless they are 
paid in cash. Originally Hagi was a place in which merchants 
lived solely on the business of the shizoku, so reports of their 
troubles have not been exaggerated. The Governor, therefore, 
wants to pay out all of the shizoku stipends for 1876, this year, 
before the end of the year, but he cannot do so unless he is granted 
a loan of 250,000 yen from the central government. I understand 
his situation very well. This morning I went to see Prime Minister 
Sanjo, and I went to Ito Hirobumi's place to explain the situation 
in detail, and to request prompt approval of the loan. Further- 
more, I spoke to Hirobumi in some detail about the unfairness of 
giving Satsuma preferential treatment, a deplorable situation from 
the standpoint of Imperial rule. 

At 11 I went to the Imperial Palace, and withdrew at 4. Ise 
Shosu came to talk with me; Shosu, my wife, and I went to 
Suzukawa's tonight at his invitation. At 9 I returned home, 
Kubo Danzo and Onda Jinsuke came to talk; and Shosu stayed 
overnight. Eight other visitors came, and four letters, Tomita 
Tetsunosuke gave me the regulations for United States county 
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and township officials. Tanaka Fujimaro sent me a letter from 
the United States. 

At night, a little rain. 

(Note) Today I told Prince Sanjo about popular opposition to 
the excessive expenses for official entertainment and to the biased 
manner in which Imperial Councilor Terashima conducts 
business, as such opinions from the public never reach the govern- 
ment. 

I also stated the case for the Kikkawa family again. 


9 December 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk with me were 
Hida Hamagoro (for a private talk about the representatives for 
the town assemblies), Suzukawa Shinzo, Awaya Tazo, Fujii Yasoe, 
and Sugiyama Kotaro. At 10 I went to the Palace where Miura 
Goro reported to the Throne on the battles in Yamaguchi pre- 
fecture. I withdrew at 1. On the way back I visited Cho Sansu, 
and I called on Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, but he was absent. I sent 
letters to Minister of the Right Iwakura and to Governor Sekigu- 
chi. Iwakura sent a reply to my telegram of yesterday. I gave 
Sakurai Toratard some money. 

At 4 I went to the place where my new house is being con- 
structed, and then visited Kubo Danzo. Also present were Ise 
Shosu, Onda Jinsuke, and Ono Tamehachi. At 9 I returned 


home; and Shósu came to stay for the night. Six other visitors 
came. 


10 December 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk with me were 
Sufu Kanatsuchi, Matsuno Kan, Murata Minejiro, Suzukawa 
Shinzo, and Nagayo Sensai (who has recently returned to Japan 
from the United States, bringing with him pictures of the Ex- 
position grounds.) After 11 I went to Sugiyama Takatoshi's place 
with Ise and Suzukawa; we talked and did calligraphy. It was 
8 o'clock when I returned home. Shósu came to stay overnight 
again. Fourteen other visitors came, and one letter. 

(Note) Matsuno finally received permission to marry the young 
German woman, I have been working on this since July; and 
finally, today, the matter was settled, This is the first officially 
sanctioned marriage between a Japanese and a Westerner, 


11 December 1876 Fair, Those who came to talk with me were 
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Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, Sakai Jiro (who talked about the recent 
events in Shimane prefecture), and Ise Kan. At 11 I went to the 
Palace, and withdrew before 4. I called on Sugi Magoshichiro, 
then returned home. Ikeda Kensai, Nambu Kazumasa, Yamada 
Akiyoshi, and Onda Jinsuke came to visit. Eight other visitors 
came, and two letters. (In his letter Miura Yoshisuke gave the 
names of Hagi prisoners who have been deprived of their titles as 
shizoku.) Today there was a report of a peasant uprising in 
Ibaraki prefecture. 


12 December 1876 Fair. Matsuno Kan, Suzukawa Shinzo, 
Fujii Yasoe, Kajima Shoemon, Kikkawa Jojiro, and Shishido 
Tamaki came to talk. A conference was held at the Takanawa 
mansion on the problem of the governance of the Mori house; I 
withdrew at 8. I went with Shishido to visit Kodama Shosuke; 
and returned home after 10. Four other visitors came, and four 
letters. 

A rumor of a peasant uprising in Ibaraki prefecture is in cir- 
culation. Shizoku who are jealous and envious of the government 
and spread false rumors to instigate the people have themselves 
committed crimes; they are a hopeless lot. What I find so pitiable 
is that those who appeal to the government under the pressure of 
their difficult life, and finally rise in response to it, should be 
charged for the crimes of those shizoku. Public complaints about 
the land tax reform are legion. It was done in a hurry, and it 
lacked fairness. Consequently, I petitioned frequently last year for 
postponement and for a thorough investigation of the realities of 
the matter so as not to allow it to be handled unfairly; but none 
of my petitions was adopted. Alas! I do not know how many times 
I have heard such reports; yet each time it happens I become 
depressed. Thus, I determined that I should petition once more. 


13 December 1876 Rain. Fujii Yasoe came. I entrusted him 
with twenty yen as a farewell present for the widow and children 
of my deceased friend Oka Sei'ichi as they are returning to 
Yamaguchi prefecture today. Suzukawa Shinzo and Fujii Michi- 
suke came to talk. I went to the Palace before 10. The officers 
of the Imperial guard were ordered to dine in attendance on the 
Emperor, so I partook of the Imperial dinner. Itó Hirobumi came 
to the Palace; and I talked with him in some detail about moder- 
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ating the pace of the land tax reform, about rendering assistance 
to those who performed distinguished service at the time of the 
national crisis but are now destitute, and of my desire that pre- 
ferential treatment not be given to a powerful prefecture (in re- 
gard to the Kagoshima prefecture case). I told him that we 
should always adhere to the principle of impartiality; and that 
we would have not have regrets even though we were reduced to 
holding nothing more than the single castle of Tokyo. I withdrew 
after 5. Two other visitors came, and two letters. 


14 December 1876 Fair. Sakuma Kazusuke and Hiromatsu 
came to talk. I went to the Palace at 10, and withdrew at 4. On 
the way home I called on Shinagawa Yajiro who returned from 
Hagi today, and I heard from him particulars of the settlement 
of the Hagi rising. We had a few drinks and a long talk; and at 
7 I returned home. Ise Shdsu, Torio Koyata, and Hiraoka Mi- 
chiyoshi came to talk; and Shésu stayed for the night. One other 
visitor came, and a letter from Watanabe Kozo (in regard to 
Sufu’s daughter). 


15 December 1876 Fair. Fujii Yasoe and Yamada Akiyoshi 
came to talk. I went to see my new house with Shdsu after 10, 
and from there to my villa in Somei. On the way back we visited 
Sugiyama Takatoshi, and went to the ... on Shinobazu Pond 
for a few drinks. Then, Yokoyama Kozan and Mori Shuntd came 
to invite me over; and we had a long talk. I returned home at 8. 
‘Three visitors came, and seven letters. Tsuda Sen brought samples 
of products from the Horticultural Experiment Station? in Ya- 
maguchi prefecture. Shdsu stayed for the night. 


16 December 1876 Fair. Shinagawa Yajird came to talk. I 
went to the Palace after 10, and withdrew at 1. I went to the 
house of Matsuno Kan, then called on Izeki Yoshikiyo, and 
returned home before 4. Immediately I went out to Prince 
Yamashina’s at his invitation, About twenty guests dined there, 
Princes Fushimi, Higashifushimi, Arisugawa, and their sons, 
Prime Minister Sanjo, Imperial Household Minkster Tokudaiji, 
and others, I excused myself before 8. Three other visitors came, 


8 Bajjohó Shikon WEI) Wei We 
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and three letters. Kuroda Kiyotaka sent me a gift of silk crepe 
woven from yarn he had spun himself. 

A letter came from Yamao T'sunetaro reporting on the peasant 
uprising in Ibaraki prefecture. He also sent me a salmon ... 
from the Tone River. 

Aoki Shüzo wrote me from Germany yesterday. He agrees with 
my view on the shizoku bonds. I am alone in the government 
in deploring the fact that the majority take a harsh view on 
this matter. Shüzo wrote about the marriage of the younger sister 
of the nobleman ... in the state of ... in Germany. At night, 
rain. Shosu came to stay overnight. 


17 December 1876 Fair. Ogawa Hikoemon, Yamao Yozo, and 
Nishijima Seiho came to talk. (I was informed of the recent situa- 
tion in Hagi castletown by Ogawa.) At 1 I went to the Hama 
Detached Palace, then I went to the Seiyoken at Matsuno Kan's 
invitation. Today. Matsuno and the German woman were married. 
The guests numbered thirteen, the German ... , Nomura Yasushi, 
Shinagawa Yajiro and his family, Nagamatsu Miki and his 
family, and I and my family. This is the first officially recognized 
marriage between a Japanese and a foreigner. (The government 
gave permission for the marriage on the 10th of this month.) 
I returned home after 8. Four other visitors came to my house, 
and three letters. (There was a letter from Kawase Shinko.) 
Higashitani came to report that Miura Goro's son had died 
from a sudden illness, a truly pitiable thing. 


18 December 1876 Fair. Yamagata Aritomo and Hiromatsu 
came to talk. I visited Miura Goro and Cho Sansu at 10, then 
went directly to the Palace. The Emperor had been scheduled to 
go from Kyoto to Yamato, but a change was made so that he 
would go from Osaka to Yamato directly; and I reported to 
go to the English Legation to see Aston. After 3 I returned 
home. At the invitation of Sugi Magoshichiro I went with Ise 
Shosu and Yamada Akiyoshi to the Takenakaya in ... chó. 
At 9 I returned home; then we gathered again at Shishido 
Tamaki’s. I returned home to bed at 12. Shosu came to stay the 
night. I sent letters to Kawase Shinko, Aoki Shüzo, Inoue Kaoru, 
Masaki Taizo, and Katsura Taro, Fight visitors came, and one 
letter, 
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19 December 1876 Fair. I had dinner with Ise Shosu and Ya- 
mada Akiyoshi. A telegram reporting the illness of Shosu's wife 
came day before yesterday; and, as he made a hasty departure for 
home today, I bade him farewell. In addition, I gave him messages 
to transmit to Sekiguchi, Yoshida, Ueyama, and Bandai. Kodama 
Shosuke and Suzukawa Shinzo came to talk. I went to the 
Palace at 10. Today the matter of the government grant to the 
School for the Blind was finally settled. Yamao Yozo, Nakamura 
Masanao, and others had previously informed me of the im- 
portance of this undertaking, so I felt obliged to do all I could for 
the sake of the blind. I withdrew at 2. I called on Ise Shodsu, and 
had a long talk with him; and I went with him to call on Kodama 
Shosuke. Yamada Akiyoshi and Nomura Motosuke joined us. 
Six visitors had come to my house in my absence, and three 
letters. Matsuno's wife, Clara,3 came to offer thanks for my pres- 
ence the day before yesterday. 


20 December 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk with me were 
Okura Kihachi, Suzukawa Shinzo, Hayashi Sansuke (who talked 
about the present situation in Hagi castletown, since I was out 
when he called the other day), Nambu Kazumasa, and Ono 
Tamehachi. I went out after 2. From my new house I went to 
Nomura Motosuke’s place in Hama-cho, and on to the house of 
. ++ before 5, to keep an appointment I had made several days 
ago. The guests were Yamada Akiyoshi, Suzukawa Shinzo, my 
wife, and I. We returned home at 10. Five other visitors came, and 
one letter. 


21 December 1876 Fair. Onda Rokuro, Asakura Sei'ichi, 
Tsuda Sen, and Nakamura Masanao came to visit. I went to the 
Palace at 10, and withdrew at 3. A letter came from Minister of 
the Right Iwakura; and a letter of thanks arrived from Nijo, 


" Clara 


‘Tietclmann Matsuno (1853-1941) was the first foreign woman to marry a 


Japanese in the Meiji era; and she made important contributions in heading the first 
Japanese kindergarten, 1876-1881, at Tokyo Women’s Normal School, and in teach- 
ing piano, She played the piano well, and was said to have been the first piano teacher 
in Japan. Her husband Matsuno Kan (1846-1908), after attending a forestry school 
in Berlin, 1870-1876, returned home to serve with the Home Ministry, and to estab- 
linh the first school of scientific forestry in Japan, He was director of the Nishigahara 
Forestry School in ‘Tokyo for a long period. Upon his death, Clara returned to Ger- 


many with her two surviving children, 


408 DIARY OF KIDO TAKAYOSHI, III 


Takatsukasa, and ... of the houses of the former chancellors* 
for their grant of money for exceptional services. 


22 December 1876 Fair. Sugiyama Takatoshi and Oka Yoshi- 
suke to talk. I went to the Palace at 10, and withdrew at 1. A 
report of the peasant uprising in Mie prefecture was received 
today. (Its influence on the government was discussed.) Inasmuch 
as the rising was brought about by the hard life of the people, 
this was a pitiable thing, and a deplorable event, too. Last year 
from time to time I protested to the government that the hasty 
implementation of the land tax reform was inappropriate. But 
the members of the Cabinet did not agree with me; and, in the 
end, the view that it should be hastily put into effect carried the 
day. Now it is evident that all manner of hardships have derived 
from this land tax reform; and uprisings have occurred in several 
places because of it. Each time this has happened many people 
have lost their lives. However, both the government and the 
populace generally regard this as the normal state of affairs, and 
do not question it. Even when I try to sleep, I find myself worked 
up about this. Today, however, with my limited strength as a 
member of the minority party, I am unable to correct the course 
of the government in the matter of the land tax reform or in the 
matter of fiscal policy. The government seems to indulge itself in 
the tranquillity of a single day of peace without much regard 
for the future. I am terribly depressed, but I do not know where 
to turn. Alas! ... I reported to the Throne in detail on the 
substance of the people’s complaints. 

Shishido Tamaki, Shinagawa Yajiro, Kubo Danzo, and Onda 
Jinsuke came to talk. Three other visitors came, and three letters. 


23 December 1876 Cloudy, then rain. Matsuno Kan, Suzu- 
kawa Shinzo, and Fujii Yasoe came to talk. At 10 I went to Miura 
Goro’s for the Buddhist mass for his deceased son, and returned 
home at 1. Then I went to the Takanawa mansion to give my 
opinions on several matters to Lord Mori who will return to 
Yamaguchi prefecture next spring (about relief assistance and 
other matters). Shishido Tamaki and Sugi Magoshichiró were 
present. I withdrew at 3. I went to funeral services for the grands 
mother of Ota Samon; and, on the way back, I met with Shishido 
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and Sugi at Kodama Shosuke's place (while he was absent) ; and 
we talked for a long time. I returned home before 8. Nine visi- 
tors arrived, and three letters. The materials which I had ordered 
from Kyoto for the construction of my teahouse arrived yesterday, 
and three carpenters came along with them. 

Today Lord Mori asked me about the Peers Bank. [The fol- 
lowing is blank.] 


24 December 1876 Fair. I went to my house which is under 
construction, and returned home at 12. Ito Hirobumi came to 
visit after 2. I told him that I have been moved to pity by the 
sight of people rising in revolt so often recently with the result 
that they die untimely deaths or lose their property. I had hoped 
that the government would take care to consider conditions as 
they really are before putting into effect the land tax reform and 
the stipend conversion plan for the kazoku and shizoku. Since last 
year I have memorialized and argued for this many times, but to 
no avail. Things having come to this pass, I cannot bear to remain 
à passive spectator. In recent days I have sent a strong written 
plea to the Prime Minister, Minister of the Right, and others to 
moderate the pace of the land tax reform, to reduce taxes (the 
land tax can be reduced only by diminishing the role of the gov- 
ernment; and the role of the government can be restricted only 
by reducing the budgets of the ministries), to reconsider laws en- 
acted rashly without observing the condition of the people, as 
well as restraints on the people (it is essential to make clear that 
the law exists for the people, not the people for the law, and that 
we give heed to the principle that laws ought to be appropriate to 
people's situations), to open town and village assemblies every- 
where, to not impose local taxes unless they have been approved 
by the assemblies, and to make impartiality our objective without 
discrimination between strong prefectures and weak prefectures. 
(Powerful prefectures have been permitted to do things that weak 
prefectures are not allowed to do.) I argued for a complete change 
in the direction of the government with the adoption of these 
policies, Although I do not know whether I have convinced the 
government or not on these points, it seems that my views have 
been considered in some degree; and Hirobumi was of the opinion 
that reform is necessary, (Last year not a person agreed with my 
arguments; and all followed the currents of the time, Now as they 
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observe popular uprisings in so many places they are reconsid- 
ering; but it is a great shame that we were unable to prevent 
it.) Hirobumi pressed me to resume office; but I have often op- 
posed the government party in recent years, and have argued 
against the harmful practices of the times; however, for the most 
part my views have not been put into effect. I gave this as the 
reason that I would have difficulty in accepting his proposal. 
(Most of the policies which I was assured would be carried into 
effect before I returned to office in the spring of last year were 
not, in fact, implemented after I had resumed office.) After 7 I 
returned home. Sugi Magoshichiro and Kitashige came to talk. 
Two other visitors came, and one letter. When I heard Ito's opin- 
ions today, I rejoiced for the sake of the government, and for the 
sake of the government officials, that we have such a man. 
(Note) I could only heave a sigh of regret over our problems. 


25 December 1876 Fair. I went to the Palace before 10, and 
withdrew at 1. If the peasant risings fail to bring about a change 
in government policy, and enforcement becomes more harsh 
still, there will be a national disaster, a situation beyond salvation. 
Because His Majesty, as a benevolent emperor, will never be able 
to rest easily on account of what is happening to his people, I 
reported to the Throne in some detail on the sources of the risings. 
Today the disciples of Master Naito Kodo? held the memorial 
service which we had discussed. The temple was the ... temple 
in Yomogidana in Ushigome. I went to the temple at 3, and 
returned home soon afterward. I invited my fellow students at the 
academy to my home for a banquet; those attending were Naito 
Yoshitomo, Oka Yoshisuke, Inoue Nariharu, Fukubara Hozan, 
Kodama Aijiro, Ota Samon, Isahaya Seiji, Onda Rokuro, and 
Awaya Teisuke. I am grieved no end that my Master suffered the 
misfortune of such an untimely death. I entered Naito's academy 
at the age of fourteen to study swordsmanship. At nineteen I went 
to Tokyo (then called Edo) to enter the gate of Saito Yakuro’s 
academy. The next year Perry from the United States came to 
cast anchor; and since that time the pressure of affairs in the 
nation has prevented me from returning to Hagi castletown, ex« 
cept for barely a year out of the last twenty. 

Ikeda Kensai came to give me medical treatment. Sugiyama 


d Naito was Kido's old teacher in Hagi. 
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Takatoshi, Nomura Yasushi, Shishido Tamaki, and Sugi Mago- 
shichiro came to talk. One other visitor came, and four letters. 


26 December 1876 Fair. At 10 I went to the Sanjo mansion, 
and I explained to the Prime Minister the source of my great 
concern lately over the peasant uprisings; and I made a strong 
plea for a drastic change in policy for the sake of the masses of our 
nation. From there I went to call on Ito Hirobumi, but he was 
absent. (I had an appointment with him today.) Then I went 
directly to the Palace, and withdrew at 2. I paid a call on Cho 
Kei at his sickbed, and returned home at 5. Today at Yamada 
Akiyoshi's house we held a Buddhist memorial service for our 
late friend, Omura Masujiro. (At the time of the Restoration 
military matters were entrusted to him; and he discharged his 
duties with great distinction. Many of the approaches which he 
used were detrimental to the interests of the samurai of our land, 
and so stirred up reactionary sentiment. Many people, therefore, 
refused to put into effect his ideas. In the end, unfortunately, he 
sustained wounds at the hands of assassins, and finally died. He 
was a meritorious subject of the Emperor.) Those who gathered for 
the service were Shishido Tamaki, Nakajima Sako, Harada..., 
and a certain Yoshitomi. In 1865 I proposed to Yamada Uemon, 
and we petitioned Lord Chüsei, that Omura be put in charge of 
the Military Affairs Bureau, and that he be responsible for re- 
forming the military system. After careful study he made the mil- 
itary system of Choshü similar to those of the West. He abolished 
bows and spears as weaponry . . . [The following twelve lines are 
blank.] 


27 December 1876 Fair. After 8 I went to the Palace. On the 
9th of this month arrangements were made that the First Order 
of Merit should be conferred upon the Emperor. Today he re- 
ported to the Imperial sanctuary; and the Chief of the Bureau 
of Ceremonies presented the decoration to him. The Emperor 
then placed it upon himself, and read an Imperial statement to 
his ministers. These ministers in formal ceremonial dress were 
lined up to the right and the left of him. 

Today 1t6 Hirobumi and I talked for a time about the problem 
which has been before us in recent days; and at 2 I withdrew, 
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returning home at 3. At the invitation of Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Shishido Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, and my wife and I went to 
the Takenaka in ...cho. Tonight I lost my way, and friends in- 
quired after me, spending several hours at it. This is one of the 
funniest things that has happened to me lately. Six other visitors 
came, and four letters. Kuroda, the Director General of the Colo- 
nization Office, sent me some of the local products of Hokkaido. 

Suematsu Gumpei, who is commonly called Daibo, recently 
returned to Japan from China where he had gone in connection 
with the salt trade; and he has visited me several times. . . . It 
rained for about an hour at 11 today. 


28 December 1876 Fair. At 9 I went to the Palace where I 
dined in attendance on the Emperor with the Prime Minister, 
Minister of the Right, Imperial Councilors, Ministers, and Vice 
Ministers. (The Vice Ministers of the Navy, War, and Education 
represented departments which do not have ministers in office at 
present.) At the Palace I related to Ito Hirobumi my deep con- 
cern over the present situation; and we talked about the subject 
we discussed on the 24th. Minister of the Right Iwakura had re- 
turned from Kyoto this morning and was at the Palace, so T 
discussed my various concerns with him; and I expressed my hope 
that the government would make a complete change in its course, 
and that it should consider the plight of the people. At 3 I with- 
drew. At 4 I went to Shishido Tamaki's house by his invitation. 
Sugi Magoshichiro, Suzukawa Shinzo, and my wife and I were 
the guests. Okudaira Kazusuke who returned to Tokyo today told 
me of the recent situation in Hagi castletown. I received letters 
from Obata Heizan, Bandaiya Ribei, and my nephew Yoshisuke. 
Kodama Shosuke, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Sugi Magoshichiro, and 
Suzukawa Shinzd came to talk. Four other visitors came, and 
seven letters. 


29 December 1876 Fair. Fukubara Mataichi, Miura Gord, 
and Matsuno Kan came to talk. At 11 I called on Fukuchi Gen' 
ichiro, and had a long talk with him. On the way back I visited 
Sugiyama Takatoshi, Kuki Ryüichi, and Cho Sansu, returning 
home at 5. I went to Suzukawa Shinzo's house at his invitation, 
His guests were Yamada Akiyoshi, Shishido ‘Tamaki, and my 
wife and I, We returned home at 9. Okudaira Shósuke, Onda 
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Jinsuke, and Kawase Hideji came to talk. Nine other visitors 
came, and eight letters. 


30 December 1876 Fair. Shimada Sukeshichi, Suzukawa Shin- 
zo, and Tanimura Kazumasa came to talk. Before 10 I went to 
the Palace, and paid my respects to the Empress Dowager. On 
withdrawing I visited Ito Hirobumi; and we had a long detailed 
discussion of the issue which has been before us for several days. 
Today I had an engagement with my friends for a bonenkai year's 
end party; and so I accompanied Hirobumi to the Otaro. Those 
who gathered were Sugi Magoshichiro, Nomura Motosuke, Shi- 
E Tamaki, and Kodama Shosuke. Ten visitors came, and ten 
ctters. 


31 December 1876 Fair. Those who came to talk were Kodama 
Shosuke, Shinagawa Yajiro, Omura ... (seven years ago he 
went to England for training in naval science, and returned to 
Japan recently. His late father, Masujiro, was my close friend who 
died an unfortunate death—over whom I grieve endlessly. . . . 
That his son has completed his study, and returned to Japan, is 
enough to make me leap for joy.) [A blank space follows. ] 

Inoue Yoichi, Sugi Magoshichiro, Kodama Shósuke, and Sa- 
kuma Kazusuke came to talk. I went to my new house at 2, and 
met Torio Koyata. Then I visited Minister of the Right Iwakura, 
and had a long discussion of the problem which has faced us in 
recent days. On the way back I called on Sugiyama Takatoshi, 
and returned home after 9. Kubo Danza, Onda Jinsuke, Okudaira 
Shosuke, and Seiho came to talk. This morning Okubo Minoru 
came to talk about the school in Yamaguchi. Eight other visitors 
came, and four letters. Ota Tokutard gave me two copies of his 
own translation of Obei Kinsei Eiketsu? in two volumes. 


? Mee I M(H) [Dintinguinhed Early Modern Statesmen of America and Hurope|, 


Maji Í 0 1877 


January 


1 January 1877 The weather was splendid. I arose at 6, put 
on my formal robes and paid respects to my ancestors and to my 
late father and mother, and with my family partook of ceremonial 
saké. At 7:30 I went to the Imperial Palace. At 8 the Emperor 
gave an audience, and I took my place following the four Imperial 
Princes, Arisugawa, Fushimi, Yamashina, and Higashifushimi, 
and after Minister of the Right Iwakura. At 9 I went to Aoyama 
to offer New Year's greetings to the Empress Dowager. (As she 
was indisposed I did not have an audience with her.) After with- 
drawing from there I went to the Takanawa mansion to offer 
greetings there. (I paid my respects to the Lord's mother and 
wife.) From there I called on Prince Arisugawa and the other 
three princes, Prime Minister Sanjo, Minister of the Right Iwa- 
kura, Okubo, Ito, and several dozen people. (I visited Shishido, 
Yamada, Yamagata, and all my friends who live in the neigh- 
borhood.) At 1 I returned home. After having lunch, I went to 
my new house, then visited one or two families in the neighbor- 
hood, and called on Miura Goro. A baby boy had just been born 
there. Goró had earlier lost his beloved son on the 16th through 
à sudden illness so today when I approached his gate to visit, I 
was in low spirits, thinking that the master of the house must be 
depressed, even though it was the New Year. I wished to console 
him; but, when I heard about this unexpected happy event, I 
was delighted for his sake. From there I went to call at two or three 
houses, and at 7 returned home. Kubo Danzo, Onda Jinsuke, 
Okudaira Shósuke, Kikkawa Jojiré, and Sasaki Risaburo came 
to talk. Three Imperial Princes, Arisugawa, Fushimi, and Higa- 
shifushimi; Oki, Ito, Yamagata, Shishido, Yamada, Torio, and 
about fifty men from my home prefecture came to offer congratu- 
lations in my absence, The Ministers from England and Italy 
and several other foreigners also came to offer me New Year's 
greetings, 


ay 
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2 January 1877 Fair. Sugiyama Takatoshi came to visit. At 
9 I went out to call on the Kikkawa family, Ikeda Kensai, Nagayo 
Sensai, Nomura Motosuke, Kawaji Toshiyoshi (who informed 
me about the present situation in Satsuma province), Oyama 
Iwao (to whose house Saigo Tsugumichi had come on December 
26th after returning from the United States, and from whom I 
learned of the present situation in the United States and of the 
activities of Inoue Kaoru), Yamaguchi Naoyoshi, and Sugi 
Magoshichiró, returning to my home after 5. At 11 this morning, 
high wind and thunder, about 4, clearing. More than forty people 
came to my house. A letter arrived from Sekiguchi Ryükichi. 


3 January 1877 Fair. After 8 I went to the house of Kuki 
Ryüichi; and unexpectedly I met Fukuzawa Yukichi there. We 
had a long talk. On the way back I called on Hiraoka Michiyoshi 
and Sugiyama Takatoshi, but both were absent. Then I visited 
Nakajima Nobuyuki for a talk. At 1 I started home, and called 
on Nomura Yasushi, Matsuno Kan, Izeki Yoshikiyo, but all were 
out. I did visit with Kubo Danzo and Shishido Tamaki. With 
Sugi Magoshichiro I went to Yamada Akiyoshi's house, and he 
accompanied us back to my home. Kubo Danzo and Onda 
Jinsuke came to talk. Prime Minister Sanjo showed me copies of 
the Imperial Edict and the Imperial Proclamation which will be 
issued tomorrow; and these relieved my mind a bit from the 
burden of its recent worries. I pray from the bottom of my heart 
that the people will perceive the Imperial intent. A letter arrived 
from Ito Hirobumi; it also related to the matter which will be 
announced tomorrow. During my absence Minister of the Right 
Iwakura and about fifty other visitors came. 


4 January 1877 Fair. Sakuma Kazusuke, Yamagata Kyütaro, 
Suzukawa Shinzo, and Hiraoka Michiyoshi came to talk. At 
1 I went to my new house, which is under construction. Along the 
way I happened to meet Ito Hirobumi and Samejima ... at 
Shinagawa Yajiro's house, so I had a long talk with them. On 
the way back from the new house I stopped in at Shinagawa 
Yajiro's again, meeting Koto Jironosuke with whom I had a long 
talk. (Koto has recently returned from France.) After 5 I went to 
Kawase Hideji’s by invitation. Those present were Sugi Mago- 
shichird, Shishido ‘Tamaki, Okudaira Shosuke, Sugiyama Taka- 
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toshi, Nishijima Seiho, Hanekura ... and my family and I. We 
returned home at 1l. The Emperor appeared at the Central 
Chamber today. His Majesty announced his edict to reduce the 
land tax from 3 to 2.5 percent to provide some relief for the people. 
I have long requested this action, so I am grateful. My only hope 
now is that the Imperial purpose will be fully realized, and that 
it will lead to the well-being of the people. The only policy which 
will bless the people is a policy of reduction of the scope of the 
government. In a time of national crisis my humble opinions 
sometimes do reach the government. But when the country has 
quieted down, communication is almost completely blocked. 
That is why I am continually frustrated. . . . During my absence 
twenty-seven visitors came, and two letters. Today's Imperial 
Edict was the most pleasing one in a long time; I was overwhelmed 


with joy. I sent letters to Sekiguchi Ryükichi, Yoshida Uichi, and 
Makimura Masanao. 


5 January 1877 Fair. Fujii Yasoe, Oka Moritomo, and Yama- 
gata Kyütaro came to talk. At 10 I went to the Palace where the 
New Year's banquet was held today. The Emperor appeared, and 
gave saké and cakes to the whole group of his ministers. At 11 
His Majesty returned to the Inner Palace. Now that the particular 
reform for which I have worked and worried has finally been 
realized, I am being pressed from all sides to resume office as 
Imperial Councilor. Since December of last year Ito Hirobumi 
and others have frequently argued the point with me. I have 
reflected on the course of past events carefully, and I have refused 
for the reason that my views are in conflict with those of the other 
gentlemen of the Cabinet and my service would be useless... . I 
withdrew at 2. From my new house I went to Sugiyama Taka- 
toshi's, and at 7 I returned home in the same carriage with Izeki 
Yoshikiyo. Shishido Tamaki, Okudaira Shosuke, and Onda 


Jinsuke came to talk. During my absence thirty-four visitors came, 


and two letters. 


6 January 1877 Fair. Today the army review was held. At 10 
I went to the Palace to await the Emperor's return. At 12 I went 
to the Palace of the Empress Dowager in Aoyama for an audience. 
I was served saké and food; and I withdrew after 1. From there 
I went directly to the Peers Club for the opening of which I had 
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been invited. Four Imperial Princes, Arisugawa, Fushimi, Yama- 
shina, and Higashifushimi; Prime Minister Sanjo, Minister of 
Right Iwakura, Imperial Household Minister Tokudaiji, As- 
sistant Minister Sugi, Senior Deputy Yamaoka, the Governor and 
the Municipal Councilors of Tokyo attended the opening cere- 
mony for the Club. At the conclusion of it we were served food and 
drink. At 3 I withdrew. I went directly to call on Ito Hirobumi 
with whom I had a long talk; and he has pressed me to return 
to my official duties. He informed me of Minister of the Right 
Iwakura's official orders. My answer today was the same answer 
I gave to Iwakura yesterday. Finally, against my will, I consented 
to see Okubo Toshimichi tomorrow. At 8 I returned home. I 
declined the English Minister's invitation tonight. This morning 
Shinagawa Yajiro, Okuraya Kihachird, and Nakayama Sumie 
came to talk. Ga Noriyuki brought over five copies of his transla- 
tion of The Spirit of Laws. Seventeen visitors came, and five letters. 


7 January 1877 Fair. Suzukawa Shinzo, Nomura Motosuke, 
Nomura Yasushi, Sufu Kanatsuchi, Hattori Ichizo, Yamao 
Yözö, Miura Goro, and Hojo Kan came to talk. After our discus- 
sion the other day I had promised to meet with Okubo Toshimi- 
chi; and Ito Hirobumi had promised to inform me of Okubo's 
schedule today. I stayed home, therefore, until about 3 waiting 
for Itoó's message, but there was no sign of one, so I took a walk 
to my new house. I visited Endo Kinsuke, and returned home 
before 5. I went to Onda Jinsuke's with Okudaira Shosuke before 
6; and Sugi Magoshichiro was present. Nineteen visitors came 
today, and three letters. (Also a letter arrived from Yoshitomi 
Kan'ichi. Prime Minister Sanjo sent word over that I should 
come to his mansion tomorrow. 


8 January 1877 Fair. After 8 I went to the Sanjo mansion, 
Prime Minister Sanjo and Minister of the Right Iwakura tried to 
persuade me once again to resume office as Imperial Councilor; 
thus, I reviewed the course of events since 1873 in some detail, 
and firmly refused to resume office. From there I went to call on 
Ito Hirobumi, but he was absent. Then I visited Sugi Magoshi- 
chiro, and I gave him my frank opinions on affairs of the Imperial 
Household Ministry, and on the governance of the Imperial 
Family. On the way back I called on Torio Koyata, and had a 
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long talk with him. At 3 I returned home. I called on Fukuchi 
Gen'ichiro, but he was absent. I went directly from there to visit 
Hiraoka Michiyoshi, then I went to Sugiyama Takatoshi’s by 
invitation. At 10 I returned home. Oka Moritomo and Okudaira 
Shosuke came to talk. Four other visitors came, and three letters. 


9 January 1877 Fair. At 8 I went to the Navy Ministry for the 
New Year's review of the Navy which was held today. The Em- 
peror was present; and the ministers of the various foreign coun- 
tries also gathered. At the marine practice range the Emperor 
observed artillery fire (ten blank shells and ten loaded shells) 
and the firing of a torpedo. The Emperor took his leave before 12, 
and the officials dispersed. On the way back I visited Kodama 
Shosuke, then I called on Ito Hirobumi, whom I told about my 
refusal to accept office to Prime Minister Sanjo and Minister of 
the Right Iwakura yesterday. From Ito I learned of developments 
after that. This was a continuation of my discussions with Hiro- 
bumi in recent days. Ito had said that my title need not be 
Imperial Councilor, so long as I made my influence felt. I ac- 
cepted his proposal, though it ran contrary to my principles 
Since 1873 the gentlemen of the government have often broken 
their promises to me; and all of my efforts in domestic affairs 
have come to naught. Several times I have ended up by disgracing 
myself; consequently, it was not easy for me to accept Ito's 
proposal. Moreover, my brain disease is not yet completely cured 
Today Ito has completely abandoned the position which he togk 
the other day; and he now suddenly contends that unless I have 
the proper title I should not resume office. He completely con- 
tradicts what he said the other day. My guess is that it relates to 
my proposal for Okubo to resign as Home Minister to enter the 
Cabinet to assist the Prime Minister and the Minister of the Right 
Il he were to give attention to the general policies of the land it 
would be most profitable to the nation at present. But Okubo 
finds it difficult to resign as Home Minister; and that is the reason 
that Hirobumi has suddenly started to advocate a contrary posi- 
tion from the one he took earlier. I regard Okubo’s service at the 
Home Ministry as of no utility because most things are done at 
the suggestion of lower rank hannin officials. Although they have 


1 i ] yi 
Hannin officials belonged to the third of three clamifications of civil servants, and 
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made plans for various kinds of industrial development, estab- 
lished several bureaus, and begun civil engineering works, they 
rarely pay attention to the fundamental matter of reviving the 
people's strength; therefore, nothing will come of their work.? 
They might as well search for fish in trees. One should be wary 
of implementing reforms abruptly when they touch the people 
directly. But exceedingly few of the gentlemen in the government 
agree with me. We have very different ideas about the speed for 
implementing changes; therefore, it would be of no avail for me 
to return to my post of Imperial Councilor. I do not know why 
these men urge me to do it. I am much displeased that they have 
invited me to become an Imperial Councilor in government in 
this way merely for the sake of appearance. 

[Nine lines are blank.] 

Thirteen visitors came, and two letters. 


10 January 1877 Fair. Omura Matsujiro, Sakai Jiro, Shimada 
Sukeshichi, and Fukubara Mataichi came to talk. At 10 I went to 
the Palace. We reached a decision on the control of the household 
affairs of the Imperial Family. I withdrew at 3, visited Yamada 
Akiyoshi, and returned home at 5. Sakuma Kazusuke, Suzukawa 
Shinzo, Matsuno Kan, and Okudaira Shosuke came to talk. 
Five visitors came, and five letters. 


11 January 1877 Fair. I went to Shimbashi Station at 7. 
The Empress Dowager arrived at 8, and boarded the train at 
8:30. Minister of the Right Iwakura and officials of the chokunin 
and sénin ranks came to see her off. She is scheduled to reach 
Kyoto on the 17th. I went with her on the train as far as Shina- 
gawa Station, and from there went directly to the Takanawa 
mansion. As Lord Mori leaves for Kyoto tomorrow, I talked with 
him about the Peers Bank and several other matters. Minister of 
the Right Iwakura travelled together with me from Shinagawa 
Station to the Takanawa mansion; and, at the mansion, he 
pressed me again to resume office as Imperial Councilor. He spent 
about three hours trying to persuade me. I could not change 


they were appointed by their superiors at this time without the necessity of obtaining 
Imperial approval. 

2 The Home Ministry was a center for modernizing bureaucrats, and, contrary to 
Kido's assertion, the Industrial Development Bureau was a major factor in Japan's 
early industrialization, 
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my mind, and in the end firmly refused. I left there at 1. I called 
on Kuroda Ryosuke and on Ozaki Saburo, but they were absent. 
I visited Nakajima Nobuyuki, and talked for one hour. (We 
discussed current problems.) I returned home at 5. At once I went 
to see Tanaka Fujimaro, and had a long talk with him. Fujimaro 
returned to Japan from the United States four or five days ago. 
I returned home at 10. A restructuring of the government min- 
istries was announced today. The Ministry of Religion? was 
abolished; the boards, or 70,4 became bureaus, or kyokw;5 and the 
offices of Senior Deputy, or Daijo, and Junior Deputy, or S/ijo, 
were eliminated, and their holders became secretaries, or Shokikan. 
Accordingly salaries were reduced; those of chokunin rank or above 
had a 20 percent levy placed on their salaries. Five visitors came, 
and five letters. 


12 January 1877 Fair. Fukuchi Gen'ichiro and Kodama Sho- 
suke came to talk. At 9 I went to the Sanjo mansion, and received 
some advice from Sanjo in regard to my personal political posi- 
tion; but I was unable to change my mind, so at 10 I excused 
myself. At 1 I went directly to the Palace. Today the first Imperial 
lectures of the year were given. Fukuba Bisei, Nishimura Shigeki, 
Motoda Eifu, and Kondo Yoshiki presented lectures in the 
Imperial Presence. [Ten spaces are blank.] The Imperial New 
Year’s poetry party was held this afternoon; and I submitted a 
poem also. The Imperial theme was “a pine tree does not change 
its color.” 6 

The trees I loved in spring and autumn ... 

[The rest of the poem is missing.] 

Since December of last year Prime Minister Sanjo and Minister 
of the Right Iwakura have sought to persuade me to return as 
Imperial Councilor; but as I reflected on past experience and the 
disgrace I suffered, I refused firmly. This is my humble way of 
serving the Emperor and the people. It is not my intention at all 
to reject my superior's persuasive advice just so that I can relax 
in my present exalted position. Indeed, I am so uneasy in it that 
| wish to resign from the office. But if I submit a resignation 

3 Kyobushó dicit. 
1 Ryo Nit. 
^ Kyoku Ji), 


"The tame theme was used. by Emperor Hirohito in 1946 immediately after the 


Pacific War, 
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petition officially, it will give rise to wild rumors. Consequently, 
I expressed my feelings to Imperial Household Minister Toku- 
daiji; and I asked him to tell the Prime Minister and the Minister 
of the Right, as a first step, to relieve me from duties of attending 
on the Emperor during the Imperial tour. I withdrew at 5. No- 
mura Yasushi, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Torio Koyata, Shinagawa 
Yajiro, and Shirane Tasuke came to talk. Torio and Shinagawa 
had taken the trouble to come to discuss my official position 
several times. After everybody had left, therefore, I visited Torio, 
and explained my views to him. I cannot alter my view in the 
slightest. If I were convinced that the government intended to 
change its policies, reflect carefully on what has gone on in the 
past, and devote its efforts steadily and honestly to local admin- 
istration, I would voice my support openly. I refused absolutely, 
however, to change my title to that of Imperial Councilor. I do 
not object, however, to Okubo Toshimichi serving as Cabinet 
advisor’ if he agrees with my ideas. I presented my views frankly; 
and Torio agreed with me. I returned home at 12. One visitor 
came, and two letters. 


13 January 1877 Fair. Matsuno Kan, Sufu Kohei, Yamagata 
Kyütaro, and Shimada Sukeshichi came to talk with me. At 10 I 
visited Mutsu Munemitsu with whom I had an appointment, 
and had a long talk. On the way back I visited Fukuba Bisei at 
his invitation. He had seven or eight guests. I returned home 
after 6. Then I called on Sasaki Takayuki; on the way back I 
stopped at Torio Koyata's, but he was absent. I visited Shinagawa 
Yajird to find out why Torio and Shinagawa had come to my 
house in my absence. At 2 last night Torio and Shinagawa had 
gone to Ito Hirobumi's place, this morning to Minister of the 
Right Iwakura’s, then to Okubo Toshimichi’s to report my 
opinions. I was informed of Toshimichi's answer. 

Onda Jinsuke, Nakamura Kazusuke, Okudaira Shosuke, 
Inoue Zenshin, and Nishijima Seiho came to talk. Nakamura 
stayed for the night. Four other visitors came, and two letters. 


14 January 1877 Fair. I stayed in bed all day with a cold. 
Shishido Tamaki and Suzukawa Shinzo came to visit, Torio 
Koyata and Shinagawa Yajiró came to continue discussions on 


7 Naikaku Komon P319 Wi]. 
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the matter under consideration these past few days. The thing 
which worries me and the concern of Its Hirobumi are altogeth- 
er different. I cannot make them understand how sincere I am 
about this. Because Torio and Shinagawa are not fully informed 
about past matters, they are unable to carry out their mission 
completely. After I was informed of what developed night before 
last, however, I have decided not to refuse, but I am firmly 
resolved not to become an Imperial Councilor. Among my 
friends those who understand my thoughts are exceedingly rare; 
most of them press me on, seeing only the surface of the matter. 
To whom can I advocate my position—alas! Only to the blue 
sky above. 

(Note) I maintain that, in policies which touch the people 
directly, the situation in fine . . . [The following is blank.] 


15 January 1877 Fair. Nakamura Kazusuke, Kodama Shosuke, 
and Fukubara Kyosuke came to visit. I called on Torio Koyata 
at 12 to continue yesterday's talk, and I expressed myself further. 
Shinagawa Yajiró came to talk; and I gave him the same opinions 
as I gave Torio. Shinagawa left at 12. Two visitors came, and 
one letter. 


16 January 1877 Fair. Suzukawa Shinzo and Ogawa Hikoc- 
mon came to visit. I went to the Palace at 10, and withdrew at 2. 
Ito Hirobumi and Shinagawa Yajiro came to discuss the events of 
the past few days. I confessed to them that I am displeased that 
my views have been in conflict with those of the government so 
much of the time in the last seven or eight ycars, and that ad- 
ministration which directly affected the people was in so many 
cases harshly handled. Hirobumi also expressed that opinion; 
so I asked him to see that reforms which directly affected the 
people be considered more carefully in the future. 

Miura Gord and Miura Genchü came to visit. Three other 
visitors came. Kasahara Shokichi came to stay for the night. 


17 January 1877 Cloudy. Light snow, then clearing. Suzukawa 
Shinzo, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, and Fujii Yasoe came to talk with 
me. I went to Yokohama on the 2:30 train, accompanied by 
Hiraoka Michiyoshi and Tsukamoto Umekichi, I purchased a 
stove at No, 60... on the Kaigandóri, On the way back I visited 
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Nomura Yasushi, and returned by the 5:04 train. Eight visitors 
came, and one letter. 
Hida Hamagoró made me a gift of venison. 


18 January 1877 Fair. Sufu Kohei, Yamamoto Seijüro, and 
Suzukawa Shinzo came to visit. (I heard from Yamamoto Seijüro 
about the condition of the people in Suruga and Totdmi prov- 
inces. Imperial Household Minister Tokudaiji came to visit; 
and we discussed Minister of the Right Iwakura’s letter on 
schools and temples in Kyoto. I went to the Palace before 11, and 
withdrew at 2. At 4 I went to Okubo Toshimichi’s house by 
appointment. In the early part of December last year I denounced 
the great evils of the times in a petition to the Prime Minister; 
and among them was the problem that Kagoshima prefecture 
frequently uses its influence left over from its days as a strong 
domain to put pressure on the government. The authorities seem 
to stand in awe of it, accepting its demands without any con- 
sideration for the principles of justice and impartiality at all. 
I deplore all of this deeply. I cannot face the people of the land 
as a mere spectator; so I expressed hope that the principle of equal 
treatment of all prefectures would be reestablished. Okubo should 
have known about my petition; however, Okubo, the chief 
pillar of the present government, is a native of Satsuma prefecture. 
Consequently, no official discusses the harmful effects of the 
influence of Satsuma in his presence. The heartlessness of the 
officials, and Okubo's lack of understanding of what it means to 
be humane, are one of the more deplorable factors of the present 
age. Reckoning Okubo to be a Minister of the Imperial govern- 
ment, I argued with full evidence that among the prefectures 
today Kagoshima presents the greatest obstacle to true Imperial 
rule, that the source of much misfortune to the people is the fact 
that the government frequently changes its objectives, and that the 
axis on which it operates is not firmly fixed. Okubo also gave full 
expression to his views, and it had become 11 o'clock when I 
excused myself. We had spent seven hours in our discussion. 


19 January 1877 Fair. We moved to the new house today, At 
12 I went to the Ministry of Public Works to meet Itó Hirobumi, 
I told him about developments since last night; further, I ex- 
pressed my resolve not to take up formal office again, If the 
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government resumes a steady course, and reconsiders policies 
by giving thought to the living conditions of the people each 
time it initiates a reform, I shall not hesitate to keep in contact 
with the government, and to contribute my bit. It is ever my 
humble purpose to offer myself at a time of national crisis, whether 
it be in peace or in war. But, if I am in the government, and the 
direction of its policy is contrary to my view, I cannot dissemble 
my reluctance to support that kind of governance of the people. 
If I am ordered to duty, I shall never avoid assignment to the 
most dangerous possible place to discharge my obligation to 
His Majesty. We also talked over procedures for undertaking 
reforms in the future. From there, on the way home, I called on 
Minister of the Right Iwakura, and at 4 I reached home. Then 
I went directly to Tokudaiji’s and talked with him about the 
petition from the temples in Kyoto. At 5 I went out by invitation 
s Miura Goro and Kawano Michinobu; and I returned home 
at 3. 

Sakai Jiro, Sufu Kohei, Nomura Motosuke, Yamamoto Seijüro 
Cho Sansu, Fuji Yasoe, Oka Moritomo, Yamada Alves, 
Sakuma Kazusuke, Suzukawa Shinzd, Kubo Danzo, Odaia 
Shosuke, Onda Jinsuke, Fukubara Kyosuke, and thirteen other 
visitors came. One letter arrived. 


20 January 1877 Fair. Ito Hirobumi came to discuss the reform 
problem. Visitors who came were Yamada Akiyoshi, Yamagata 
Kyütaro, Yamagata Aritomo, Minister of the Right Iwakura, 
Shishido Tamaki, Nagamatsu Miki, Amano Seisuke, Arichi 
Shinanojo, Tsuboi Kozo, Mayahara Akira, Yamao Kozo, Sugi- 
yama ‘Takatoshi, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Ikeda Kensai, Oka Mori- 
tomo, Nagayo Sensai, Nambu Kazumasa, Kodama Shosuke 
Kubo Danzo, Onda Jinsuke, Okudaira Shosuke, and twelve 
others. Two letters arrived. 

After 4 I went to Minister of the Right Iwakura’s, and had a 
long talk with him about pending matters. Then, I went to Prime 
Minister Sanjo’s to talk about my official position which has been 
under discussion for several days, and to give him my opinions 
on policy objectives for the future, At 6 I went to Oyama Iwao’s 
by invitation, Nakai Hiroshi and Shinagawa Yajird had also 
been invited, We talked until after 10, Shinagawa and I returned 
in the same carriage, 
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21 January 1877 Fair. Very strong west wind. Those who came 
to visit were Sufu Kohei and Kawakita Toshisuke (whom I have 
frequently admonished about his conduct since the year before 
last. But he showed no sign of repentance, so at the time of the 
recent reform he was one of those dismissed from office. He had 
Fukubara Mataichi explain to me how appalled he was; there- 
fore, I gave him a strong reprimand. It is a deplorable thing that 
in these times so many of our junior officials are people of this 
sort). Others who came were Matsuno Kan, Kimura Genzo, 
Shimada Sukeshichi, Suzukawa Shinzo, Kondo Yoshiki, Kashi- 
wamura Makoto, Maruyama Taro, Sato Yozo, Katsuda Yomozo, 
Niiyama Shuntaro, Sugiyama Takatoshi, Shimaji Mokurai, 
Kawase Hideji, Hatori Ichizo, Kanda Setsuzd, Kawano Michi- 
nobu, Inoue Shin'ichiro, Torio Koyata, Kubo Danzo, Fukubara 
Kyosuke, Okudaira Shosuke, and Onda Jinsuke. Twenty other 
visitors came, and three letters. 

Ito Hirobumi came to visit, and I gave him, in some detail, my 
opinions on the goals of the reform. I also talked with him about 
expenditures in local government, the future of the kazoku and the 
shizoku, the land tax, the payment of taxes in rice, coins in circula- 
tion in the prefectures, the principle that local people should be 
used as local officials insofar as possible, and that the central 
government should not abandon. its impartial stance whether 
dealing with strong prefectures or weak prefectures—even though 
the leftover influence of the old domains might be exerted. Toku- 
daiji came to talk about the affairs of the Imperial Household. 
Prime Minister Sanjo sent me instructions about my personal 
position, jointly signed by Okubo Toshimichi. So I replied to 
them, telling them how I feel about things, reviewing past events 
in detail, warning about the future, and expressing my hope 
that the objectives of the Imperial government would not be 
altered at a whim. (I argued against the bad practice of basing 
policy on shallow thinking without regard for the real condition 
of the people’s livelihood.) After 5 I visited Yamagata Aritomo, 
whose adopted son has returned to Japan from Europe (from. 
Germany). This evening I went to Shishido Tamaki’s by invita- 
tion; fellow guests were Yamada Akiyoshi, Kubo Danzó, Koda- 
ma Shosuke, and Suzukawa Shinzo. I returned home after 9, 
Today there was a very strong west wind; so in accordance with 
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the advice of the Nav i 
y, the Imperial d 
ieee pe eparture was postponed 
(Note) Saeki Reisuke came, and I gave him the funds for the 
Miyagi money order. I sent ten yen to Fukubara Mataichi. 


s January 1877 Fair. The west wind has not died down. At 
I visited Sugiyama Takatoshi and Hiraoka Michiyoshi, and 
returned home at 5. Shishido Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, Onda 


Jinsuke, and Hayashi Ryo 
X yosuke came to talk. In addition 
other visitors came. ma 


23 January 1877 Fair. It was a calm day. Those who came to 
visit were Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Asami Yoshiosa (in regard to the 
Imperial Household finances and other matters), Yamada Aki- 
yoshi, Minister of the Right Iwakura (to whom I discussed what 
I had reported a few days ago in regard to my taking an official 
Position), Shishido Tamaki, Suzukawa Shinzo, Sugiyama Taka- 
toshi, Okudaira Shosuke, Onda Jinsuke, Yamamoto Seiji, Mat- 
suno Kan, Niiyama Shuntard, Yamane Shüsuke, Ukita Hachiro 
and Fujii Yasoe. Starting at 2 I went to the home of Obata Eino- 
suke, then on to the homes of Imperial Household Minister 
unn Yamada Akiyoshi, Shishido Tamaki, Kawase Hideji, 
us Yajiro, and Torio Koyata, and I returned home 
I gave my opinion to Prime Minister Sanjo ini 
the Right Iwakura that the government rs dowd d 
the edict of the 14th8 without change, whereby the Emperor 
gives thought to the welfare of the people. As I reflect on Wer 


has happened in the past, I am very much worried. At night 
visitors arrived continuously. 


x T 1877 Fair. At 5:30 I left home to go to the Imperial 

alace. Several dozen people were there to sce me off. At 7:30 
the Emperor made his departure; and at 8:15 he took the iin 
to Yokohama Station. On arrival there he went to the Naval 
Station? to rest for a while; and he boarded the Takao-maru directly 


"Aw the entry for 4 Jar indi 
A I January 1877 indicates, the E ror ^ 
revision on that date, not on the 14th, 5 ju Vor o land tax 


? Ghinjusfu M^. 
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from there, setting sail after 10. The Kasuga ... and the ... 
escorted the Emperor's ship. The French warship . . . also joined 
the escort. The sun set as we passed Oshima. 


25 January 1877 Cloudy, then wind-driven rain. The Em- 
peror's ship anchored at Toba!? port at 10. The French warship 
fired a twenty-one gun salute, then proceeded on ahead. Through- 
out the day the wind blew and rain fell. Aboard ship, time was 


heavy on our hands. 


26 January 1877 Cloudy, then clearing. The Emperor landed 
at 10; the Joanji temple had been assigned as the Temporary 
Palace. Yamagata Aritomo and I worshipped at the two shrines 
of Ise, took the noon meal at the Jümonjiya in Furuichi, and 
returned to Toba after 5. I stayed for the night at Sanegawa 
Kyüshichi's. 


27 January 1877 Fair. After 8 the Emperor boarded ship, and 
at 10 we set sail. From Cape Matoya!! we saw Mount Fuji in the 
the distance. I had heard that Mount Fuji was once seen from 
Futamiura, but I had never believed it. Today, however, I 
came to think that the story was not false. I estimate the distance 
to be close to 150 miles as the crow flies. At sunset we were off- 
shore from Oshima in Kii province. 


28 January 1877 Fair. The Emperor's ship arrived at Kobe 
before 8. The French admiral (six characters are missing), the 
captain, and several officers came aboard the Imperial ship and 
had an audience with the Emperor. Prior to this all of the ships 
fired salutes. Before 10 the Emperor landed, and the Imperial 
rest quarters was the post office. Local officials, railway officials, 
and others came for audiences. I took a rest at Nagatoya Yabei’s. 
The Emperor departed on the 2:15 train, and arrived at Kyoto 
Station after 5. The Empress had come to the Honganji temple 
to meet the Emperor; and they rested there for a short while, 
Their Majesties arrived at the Imperial Palace!? in Kyoto after 


10 [t is located in Mie prefecture about ten miles from Ise. 
11 These are two picturesque rocks called “husband” and “wile,” with ropes cons 


necting them. 
18 Kinch Mua, 
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6; I withdrew at 7. I went to my house in Dote-cho. Lord Mori 
has been staying here for the past few days. Sugi Magoshichiro 
Makimura Masanao, Kunishige Masafumi, Taniguchi Takasi. 
Ito Ishisuke, Hojo Taróbei, and many other visitors came. | 


29 January 1877 Cloudy. At 10 I went to the Imperial Palace 
paid my respects to the Emperor, and withdrew. Directly Am 
there I went to visit Prime Minister Sanjo, and at 2 I returned 
home. Yamagata Aritomo came to visit; and I went with him 
to pay my respects on Mount Reizan.13 From there I went to 
see the oe Kanzan and Seifü. On the way back we had din- 
ner at the Fujimuraro. I visi i ichiro 
AME sd WEN eg Sugi Magoshichird before 10, 
Princes Arisugawa and Yamashina, Watanabe Noboru, Ito 
Hosei, and twenty-eight visitors came. Today I felt pain des 
inside my chest; and at night the pain became sharper, and 1 
suffered a great deal. Hirano Kotoku came, and gave ms treat 
ment throughout the night. à 


30 January 1877 Fair, turning to snow. Before 9 I went to the 
Imperial Palace. [Nine lines are blank.] 


31 January 1877 Fair. Before 9 I went to the Imperial Palace 
At 9:30 the Emperor left for the Metropolitan Prefectural 
Office (which was formerly the Nijo Castle); and he inspected 
the offices in which city business is ordinarily conducted. The 
Governor made a welcome speech, then His Majesty vent to 
the court to observe criminal and civil proceedings. The Judge 
explained the procedure for opening the court, and ee. 
copies of the court records. The Emperor left there at 11, and 
went to the museum at 1, saw the historical exhibits, and retuned 
to the Palace at 4; and I withdrew after 4. At 5 I ald on Yama- 
gata Aritomo and Miyoshi . . . and went for a walk with Aritomo 
Eight visitors came today. [Four lines are blank.] 


DEVI | 
Wis the sacred mountain in Higashiyama o eh the Osho ma s were 
Lu wl Choshü m 
d, and where Kido well was mately interrec ix i 


14. Fuchò WIW 


February 


1 February 1877 Fair. At 9 I went to the Palace; and at 9:30 
the Emperor left to go to the middle school. His Majesty observed 
students reading in German and English classes, and other sub- 
jects. At 2 the Emperor returned to the Palace for a time. (The 
middle school is located in the mansion of the old military com- 
missioner.)! (The Emperor took a short rest on the observation 
tower of the middle school; if one goes to the platform, one can 
get a panoramic view of Kyoto.) At 1:30 the Emperor left the 
Palace, and went to the school at a factory employing young 
women. He observed classes in reading Japanese and English, 
and he watched the young women at work. (A man named Shi- 
rakawa Ko delivered a lecture on the Classic of Poetry.)? From 
there the Emperor went to a cattle ranch, and returned to the 
Palace after 4. I withdrew from the Palace shortly afterward. 
Visitors who called at my place numbered nine including Seki- 
guchi Ryükichi (Governor of Yamaguchi) and Makimura Ma- 
sanao. Sekiguchi briefed me on the situation in Yamaguchi 
prefecture; and I gave him my views. At night I observed four 
different tea ceremonies. 


2 February 1877 Fair. I went to the Palace at 9. The Emperor 
went out of the gate of the Palace at 9:30, and entered the In- 
dustrial Development Offices? at the Shüshoin library where we 
took the noon meal. He then went to a weaving factory and to 
the Bureau of Chemical Research. Before 4 he returned to the 
Palace; and I withdrew presently. Yamane Kakusuke, Uchigaki 
Suekichi, Akamatsu Renjo, Sugi Magoshichiro, and six other 
visitors came to see me at my home. Three letters have come for 

1 Shugo Yashiki SPRE Eg We. i , , 

2 Shikyd $t is also translated as The Book of Songs. It was one of the five Classics 


prescribed for study for the civil service examinations in China and was edited by 
Confucius. 


3 Kang y0jo Wy Hew. 
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Minister of the Right Iwakura recently. A letter from my home 
also arrived, so I sent replies to both. I also sent letters to Kawa- 
mura Sumiyoshi and Hiraoka Michiyoshi.... The other day 
Nabeya ... and Sumiya Kisaku came from Izushi to visit me, so 
I gave them some money, and let them return. I became ac- 
quainted with them during the time of troubles of 1864, the Year 
of the Rat. 

A report of Ito Hirobumi's arrival came, so I called at his inn; 
and he briefed me on recent developments in Tokyo. I gave him 
my opinions on current trends. 

We have been troubled beyond words in recent days. Prime 
Minister Sanjo is also deeply worried about the same matter. All 
of us reported to the Throne quite frankly on the situation which 
is confronting us; and the Emperor understood it very well. I was 
moved to tears. At night I had an appointment with Sugi Mago- 
shichiro; and I talked with him for a long time. 


3 February 1877 Ito Hirobumi came to talk. At 9 I went to 
the Sanjó mansion; and at 9:30 on to the Palace. We reported to 
the Throne on the Russian Czar's ukase,4 and Prime Minister 
Gorchakov's written message (which was sent to several European 
countries), and which was dispatched to the Foreign Minister by 
the Russian Minister to Japan.5 At 9:30 the Emperor went to 
worship at the Upper and Lower Kamo shrines,? then he went 
to the Katsura palace,’ . . . and I attended on him throughout. He 
viewed Nō drama; and I took leave of him, and left the Palace 
before 4. Ota Tokusaburo, Hayashi Sansuke, Miura Goro, Haya- 
shi Ryosuke, Yamanaka Sei’itsu, and Mayahara ... came to 
talk. Miura Goro has been dispatched to the Hiroshima garrison; 
and he will leave tomorrow. He came inquiring after me last 
night in my absence. Eleven other visitors came. 


4 February 1876 Cloudy, turning to snow. Ito Hosei and Ha- 
yashi Sansuke came to visit. (Sansuke was dispatched to Yama- 


‘Czar Alexander I’s edict related to the Russo-Japanese boundary, settled in 
1875 and assigning the Kurile Islands to Japan and Sakhalin to Russia. 

^ Kirill Struve represented Russia in Tokyo from 1874 to 1877. 

“These shrines north of Kyoto were dedicated to the two Shinto deities whom the 
Emperor Kammu selected ay the protectors of Kyoto, 

? "his villa on the western outskirts of Kyoto dated from the Gemma era (1615- 
1624), and wan famed for iti architecture and gardens, Tt was officially designated as 
n Detached Palace in 1889, 
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guchi prefecture today as public prosecutor,’ so I explained 
thoroughly what I expected.) I went to the Palace at 9, and with- 
drew at 1. I sent letters to Ise Shosu, Yoshida Uichi, Kamiyama 
Kiyonari, and Hayashi Sansuke. Kunishige Masafumi, Makimura 
Masanao, Sahata Nobumichi, Takatsukasa Hiromi, and Hayashi 
Tomoyuki came to talk. Tomoyuki had gone to Kyushu after the 
upheaval in Higo; and he stopped in Kyoto on his way back to 
Tokyo. He briefed me on the current situation in Kyushu. Ten 
other visitors came including Inoue Kowashi.... At night I 
visited Ito Hirobumi, but he was absent. ... I took a walk in the 
neighborhood, then returned home. 


5 February 1876 Fair. Ito Hirobumi and Makimura Masanao 
came to visit me. I went to the Palace at 8. At 8:30 the Emperor 
left to go to the Shichijo railway station. Paper lanterns were 
hung alongside the rails, as today is the day for the opening of the 
line. An exhibition was arranged; and there was a tremendous 
crowd of spectators. At 9 the Emperor boarded the train to go to 
Osaka station. On his arrival there the Army Band formed ranks 
and played some music, while several government officials wel- 
comed the Emperor. A Throne had been prepared in the railway 
station. The ministers of the foreign nations were lined up to the 
left of the Throne; and, as the Prime Minister was ill, I headed 
the line of Japanese officials to the right of the Throne. The Grand 
Master of Ceremonies? introduced the Governor of Osaka, who 
headed the delegation of governors, secretaries, head district 
chiefs,!° and other officials; and the Governor stepped forward 
in front of the Throne to offer a congratulatory address. The 
Emperor honored him with a message in reply. Again the Em- 
peror boarded the train, and after 11 he arrived at Kobe station. 
The ceremony there was similar to the one in Osaka. Afterwards, 
tables were prepared in the station, and the Emperor dined with 
officials of chokunin rank, the ministers from foreign nations, and 
the French admiral and captain. Others stood up to cat in a 
separate place. The Emperor left to rest for a while, and boarded 
the train at 2; and he arrived at Shichijo station at 4, the foreign 
ministers in his entourage. At 4:30 he reached the Palace, where 


8 Kenji tea. 
9 Shikibu gashira ISHIN. 
10 Chiji QV, shoki Wè, sokucho KUWE JE. 
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the ministers had an audience with the Emperor and Empress, 
then withdrew. Today the weather was superb, and everything 
went well. At 6 I went to the Kenninji temple in a carriage with 
Tokudaiji, Higashikuze, and Sugi. Dinner was served there to 
the foreign ministers, while Prince Arisugawa represented the 
Emperor. I returned home at 9. 

Telegrams today from Tokyo and Satsuma province (the latter 
sent from Kumamoto) reported that Kagoshima men have plun- 
dered the ammunition supplies of the army, and captured the 
guards there. This event happened on January 31. It was also 
reported that on January 30 they looted the naval arsenal of 
rifles and ammunition. This is a very different situation from the 
one described by Hayashi Tomoyuki on the basis of his observa- 
tions early in January. Today the powerful reputation of Satsuma 
reverberates to all corners of the land; malcontented shizoku in 
more than ten prefectures are observing the movements of Satsu- 
ma. Once something happens, they appear to be ready to respond. 
(The centers of dissension are Kumamoto, Saga, Chikuzen, Bizen, 
Inaba, Tosa, Hikone, Kuwana, Shōnai, and Aizu. Although they 
are not all of one mind about what steps to take, as our investiga- 
tion shows, we should not cease our observation of them once 
there is an incident. We must make the necessary preparations. 
If we delay, we shall suffer injury. If we take measures ahead of 
time, they will assist in preserving the public peace.) 

A great national calamity may be anticipated; and it will in- 
flict serious hardships on the people. Unless the fundamental law 
of the nation is reformed, our goal of tranquillity for the nation 
will not be achieved; and it will only fall more and more into 
disorder. Consequently, if we do not follow the path of reason by 
holding the prefectural governments responsible for using their 
police searching out the partisans of the rebels, there is no other 
road open except for the central government to make clear where 
the highest loyalty is located and undertake the task itself. From 
of old those meritorious men who have come to the end of their 
lives still regarded as meritorious are few in number. Regrettably 
Satsuma has finally fallen victim to this general rule of mankind. 
At the time of the Restoration it rendered distinguished service 
as did Choshü, Chöshü, however, experienced disorder within 
the domain several times before the Restoration. Through ex- 
perience we perceived that the arrogance of soldiers unchecked 
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is injurious to the cause of public order. I experienced deep dis- 
tress on account of the military challenge, and was beside myself 
with anxiety several times because of it. But we detected these 
movements in advance, and took steps to defend against them. 
In the end, even though the poison of militarism erupted, it did 
not spread to other provinces. Satsuma did not experience disor- 
ders within the province before the Restoration; and at the time 
of the Restoration it rendered distinguished service with the power 
of its armies for a time. Though its military men became arrogant, 
few worried about the harm which they might do. I have always 
deplored the tendency on the part of various domains and pre- 
fectures since the Restoration to take this menace lightly. 

(Note) It was reported that more than a thousand men enaged 
in the plunder of the ammunition. 


6 February 1877 Rain. Hayashi Tomoyuki and Koteda ... 
(the Governor of Shiga prefecture) came to talk with me. At 10 I 
went to the Palace. We had another report that ammunition has 
been stolen in Satsuma. Tomoyuki’s opinion is that the decision 
to send Kawamura, the Vice Minister of the Navy, to Kagoshima 
prefecture is not proper; that it would be better to send an out- 
sider! I believe that even if the Vice Minister of the Navy is 
dispatched, the general run of Satsuma men will not repent un- 
less we use troops to call them to account. No other policy is open 
to us but first to grill the people of the Prefectural Office. The 
Vice Minister of the Navy is a Satsuma man; but he is in the 
service of the central government. Now that the Satsuma men in 
their home province have openly displayed opposition to the 
government it goes without saying that friction will exist between 
him and them. If the Vice Minister of the Navy should chance to 
err, the damage would be serious. I agreed with Tomoyuki’s 
argument, therefore, and transmitted this view to Ito Hirobumi. 
At 1 I withdrew from the Palace. I visited Prime Minister Sanjo, 
and returned home at 2. I went to the Hisagotei to keep an en- 
gagement to have the noon meal with Cho Sansu, Suzukawa Shin- 
zo, and Katsura Kado. I left at 4, visited Ito Hirobumi, was told 
that he had gone to see me, and finally got together with him at 
his home. The detailed information which Tomoyuki got from 


11 Kawamura Sumiyoshi (1836-1904) was a native of Satsuma, He was one of the 
builders of the modern Japanese navy, 
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Prefectural Governor Oyama in Kagoshima a few days ago is 
quite in conflict with the several telegrams which have come. It is 
very difficult to get reliable reports from there; therefore, we made 
a secret decision to send Tomoyuki back to Kagoshima to call 
the Governor to account, and to have Vice Minister Kawamura 
accompany him to give directions, from on board ship, for the 
disposition of the equipment in Kagoshima. Consequently, I went 
to Prime Minister Sanjo to tell him of our intent; then I went 
directly to the Palace to report to the Throne. At 7 I withdrew 
from the Palace. On the way home I had an engagment, and 
went to Katsura Kado's. At 10 I reached home. I sent personal 
letters off to Minister of the Right Iwakura, Fujii Yasoe, and my 
home in Tokyo. 

The disorder inside Kagoshima was evident to us without wait- 
ing for the reports today. It was certainly a mistake to leave army 
and navy munitions in that place this long. If a clash occurs, a 
great loss of human life will result from it. It will be enough to 
harden their determination to revolt. The War and Navy Minis- 
tries cannot escape from responsibility for their carelessness. Hasty 
disposition of such a matter in a moment of crisis often results in 
failure. I would hope, therefore, that we might be prudent. 


7 February 1877 Fair. Seven or eight visitors came. At 9 I 
went to the Palace. The Emperor left the Palace at 9:30, arrived 
in Fushimi before 11, and had his noon meal at the Second 
School. Sugi Magoshichird, Cho Kei, and I dined at Taniguchi 
Seibi’s (a maker of saws). The Emperor departed after 1. When 
the Emperor passed over the Kangetsu Bridge (formerly the 
Bungo Bridge), the Emperor observed how the fishermen in the 
large fleet of boats below the bridge were casting their nets and 
taking in ordinary carp!? and crucian carp.? Afterwards His 
Majesty stopped at a water mill and an iron foundry, and ob- 
served them for a while. He arrived in Uji after 4. Ueda Shunzo's 
house was assigned as the Temporary Palace. (To the world this 
house is known as the Bankeiro. A framed piece of Rai San'yo's 
calligraphy was hung there. The house was on the Uji River, and 
the setting was magnificent.) Three of us stayed at the house of 
another Ueda, (The master of this house was called Jinshichi, and 


w Koi NIL 
1 Funa M. 
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he was a friend of Okubo Toshimichi; but Jinshichi recently 
went to Tokyo where he died. In consequence, his widow has 
also gone to Tokyo, we were told. In the house we found calli- 
graphy by Okubo, Hatta, and Iwashita. A man named Kinoshita 
Hideari came to look after us. (I had heard that Hideari was 
once a retainer to Nonomiya, the Receiver of Communications 
to the Imperial Court.!4) 

Takasaki Seifü came to talk. 

(Note) Ueda's pavilion commands a view of a superb land- 
scape. 


8 February 1877 Fair. I went to the Temporary Palace before 
9. The Emperor set out after 9 to visit the Byodoin, where he 
viewed the interior of the temple and its equipment in daily use. 
At 11 he arrived at Nagaike, and had his noon meal at Tsujimoto 
Kyübei's. Cho Kei, Sakuma Kazusuke, Taguchi Kan'ichi, and 
I had our meal at Umemoto Jimbei's. The Emperor departed at 
12, and took a short rest at Okumura Tarozaemon's at Tamamizu, 
and he rested again at the Kizu Primary School, before arriving 
in Nara at 4. The Temporary Palace was in the Tonan’in the 
'Todaiji temple compound. I stayed at the house of Fujii Chihiro 
(the former Governor of Nara prefecture); but we were told 
that Chihiro and his wife had gone to Tachida. The pavilion to 
the rear of the house was neat and elegant. Nakagaki Toshiyuki 
came to look after us. I was acquainted with Nakagaki because 
he served under Ise Shosu when Ise was judge here. Makimura 
Masanao, Miyoshi..., Cho Kei, and Sakuma Kazusuke came to 
visit; and Masanao went back to Kyoto immediately. 

(Note) I saw the Uji dike built for flood prevention in accor- 
dance with a Dutchman's plan. More than 100,000 people con- 
tributed their labor to the repair of the road between the Uji 
dike and Nara; and the road was first-class. We were told thc 
people had requested that the Emperor travel over it, and had 
worked day and night to complete the repairs. Today the Emperor 
made a grant of 2,000 yen to them. 


9 February 1877 Fair. In the past the government has been 
eager to reduce its burdens; and it has made numerous drastic 


14 Tensó WZ. Communications from the Tokugawa Shogun were transmitted by 
a Rójü, or Elder, to the Shoshi of Kyoto, and from him to the Tensó who with the Kam» 
paku actually presented it to the Emperor, Replies took a different route, 
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decisions which have shifted those burdens to the people. I was 
deeply concerned about this, and I frequently raised objections; 
but each time I did there was no one to side with me. The deci- 
sions of the majority were invariably contrary to my proposals. 
My greatest concern since the Restoration has been the plight of 
the more than 400,000 shizoku families; but I have been unable 
to do anything at all to influence the dozens of decisions made 
regarding them over a ten-year period. In the end my efforts 
influenced only last year’s measure which represented some 
moderation of policy. In place of the resolute decisions which 
do not take into account the circumstances and customs of the 
past, the government must practice benevolence in dealing with 
this issue. Even though the reform of last December provided that 
the central government would pay compensation to the shizoku 
under the shizoku pension bonds law partly on the basis of need, 
it is very difficult for these men to start their own productive 
enterprises overnight.!5 So at first they can do no more than eke 
out a bare existence on the interest from the bonds. And many 
people have gone bankrupt since the Restoration after the aboli- 
tion of the traditional class system of samurai, peasant, merchant, 
and priest.1® It is plainly evident that when one lends money 
carelessly, he loses one’s capital, and is instantly worried by the 
prospect of starvation. If a shizoku who is entitled to a lump sum 
after five years, having no immediate plans, deposits his money 
with the government, and is paid the interest due on his bonds, 
he will be prepared to guard against his worries. Further, if the 
government loans out this money at a high rate of interest to pay 
off the national bonds, both parties will benefit. A few years ago 
there was a plan for the government to borrow money from 
abroad at high interest (a foreign loan) to buy off the shizoku 
pension rights. I strongly opposed this plan, and objected strenu- 
ously against it to the government. Ordinarily it has been very 
difficult to get my proposals carried into effect. Instances of it are 
few; but Minister of the Right Iwakura privately informed me 
the other day that my opinion has been endorsed, and that my 
proposal will be carried out. I rejoice for the sake of the shizoku 
and for the sake of the country, 

I went to the Temporary Palace at 9:30, and accompanied 


19 Shicoku, lacking busines experience, often failed, 
V Shindshoshajl V MR 
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the Emperor to the Kasuga shrine!? at 10. The Emperor returned 
to his headquarters very quickly; and I went on to make a pre- 
liminary inspection of the Daibutsud6,!8 Shiseibo, and the 
Shosoin.|? We made the circuit to inspect the treasures of the 
Shosoin (also called the Sanso), and the famous treasures and 
antiques of Yamato province in the Todaiji, the Horyüji, and the 
Shinkizan. All of the articles on exhibit were more than a thousand 
years old; and many were exceedingly rare old artifacts... . had 
arranged the showing of No plays on the lawn of the Todaiji 
compound; and the Emperor watched them for a while. At 4:50 
the Emperor returned to his headquarters. I withdrew at once, 
took a stroll to the Nan'endo with Lord Tokudaiji, and enjoyed 
the view of the city of Nara and of Sarusawa Pond. We saw the 
pagoda of the Kofukuji.2° (This is a five-storey tower nearly 200 
feet high; the Kofukuji property is a square four ché% in size. 
Four times four equals sixteen; therefore, the tower was built 
sixteen jo, or about 200 feet, high. The pagoda of the Genkoji 
which burned down twenty years ago was said to be twenty-four 
Jo, or 298 feet high. Because the square Genkoji property was six 
cho in size, and four times six is twenty-four, the pagoda was built 
twenty-four jo high.) From there we went to the foot of Wakakusa 
mountain, and enjoyed the view. I took a short rest at the inn of 
Lord Tokudaiji and Sugi, the Musashino (the name of a teahouse 
which has a superb scenic setting.) I returned to my inn before 
Six. ... The Governor ..., Secretary Saisho Atsushi, Yoshida 
Toyofumi, Cho Kei, Sakuma Kazusuke, Ikeda Kensai, Miyoshi 
Shigeomi, Hayashi Ryosuke, and Iseya from Tokyo came to talk. 
... Nakamura Koki and Oka Moritomo came to visit from Kyoto. 


10 February 1877 Rain. Throughout the day, light rain. I 
went up to the Temporary Palace at 9:30; and the Emperor set 
out at 9:30. He rested at Okuno Kohei's in Yokota post-town and 
at Kataoka Yasuhira’s in Nikaido posttown. (At Kataoka's we 


™ The Kasuga shrine, built by Fujiwara Fubito in 710, housed the protective deity 
of the Fujiwara family. 

18 This is the main hall of the Todaiji, and it houses the large bronze Buddha erected 
by the Emperor Shomu in 752. 

19 This storehouse in the precincts of the Tódaiji temple was built in 756 and houses 
many objects from that period, becoming in time a valuable archaeological museum, 

20 It was a Buddhist temple of the Hoss sect, patronized by the Fujiwara. 

21 Cho T. The property is about 9.8 acre size. 

2 76 3, 
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saw a framed painting by Taiga entitled “Orchid Pavilion."?3) 
The Emperor arrived at Taharamoto at 1:50 and took his noon 
meal at the Joshoji temple. He departed at 2:30, and arrived at 
the village of Imai after 4. The Temporary Palace was in the 
Shomenji temple. I had my midday meal at Matsui Hanshichi's 
in Taharamoto, a town with as many as 650 or 660 houses. When 
Hirano Nagayasu (one of the seven great spearmen in the Battle 
of Shizugatake)%4 first moved here, he stayed with the Matsui 
family, we were told. The house bore the look of great age. After 
the Restoration the Hirano family moved to Tokyo. 

In regard to the Satsuma incident, telegrams from the Kuma- 
moto garrison and Prefectural Office report that troops have 
gone to the Satsuma border, equipped to seal off the passes, and 
that the situation is alarming. Hijikata Hisamoto was sent hurried- 
ly to Kyoto to discuss the Emperor's return to Tokyo; and officials, 
both in Tokyo and Kyoto, are agreed that the Emperor should 
return as scheduled. I maintain that a sudden change of the 
schedule on account of this civil disturbance is improper; and 
that if a rebellion breaks out before the end of the tour, the 
Emperor should stay where he is. If a decision is made to dispatch 
an expeditionary force because of this situation, even though a 
full rebellion does not break out, the Imperial tour should end. 
As I have considered this matter carefully during my attendance 
on the Emperor for this tour, I agree with what Prime Minister 
Sanjo and the Imperial Councilors have written us. On only one 
matter of the expeditionary forces does my opinion differ from 
theirs. We reported our views to the Throne at once, and an 
Imperial order was issued as we had suggested. In case an em- 
ergency should arise, Tokyo and Kyoto were ordered to arrange 
the schedule of the Imperial tour in general terms by telegram; 
and Prime Minister Sanjo was entrusted with managing things as 
circumstances may require.... I received letters from Prime 
Minister Sanjo, Minister of the Right Iwakura, and Imperial 
Councilor Ito. In the middle of the night a letter arrived from 
Makimura Masanao signed jointly by Ito and Yamagata (about 
sending the Thabor to Satsuma and returning the vessel Takao- 


29 [ke no Taiga (1723-1776) was a Southern School painter who admired the Ch'ing 
artist I Fukyü (Jp Jp, He was a native of Kyoto, i 
M Hirano was Hideyorhi'a retainer and took part in this 1584 battle in which Hi- 
deyoshl defeated Shibata Katwule, Taharamoto is located in Omi province, or mod- 


ern Shiga prefecture, 
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maru); and a report came from the Governor of Ishikawa pre- 
fecture that a peasant riot had erupted there in a dispute between 
the large landholders and the tenant farmers, and that the gover- 
nor had requested two companies from the Kanazawa garrison. 
He sent the letter to Makimura Masanao because the Emperor 
is on tour out of Kyoto. 

(Note) I am staying in the house of Yamao Tsunetaró, one 
that seems to be the finest house in the area, The decoration of the 
alcove and other areas was elaborate. 


11 February 1877 Cloudy. At 9 I went to the Temporary 
Palace, and reported to the Throne on the matter of the ship 
Thabor, and on the farmers’ disturbance in Ishikawa prefecture. 
The Emperor departed at 9:30 to go to the royal tomb, Emperor 
Jimmu’s grave?5 on the northeast side of Mount Unebi, and to 
worship before the tomb, returning to the Temporary Palace 
before 11. At 11 I returned to my inn. I sent off letters in reply 
to Prime Minister Sanjo, Minister of the Right Iwakura, Ito 
Hirobumi, and Makimura Masanao; and I gave instructions to 
Kimikata Hisamoto. At 3 I went to the Temporary Palace. The 
Emperor observed the folk dance of the Kuzu villagers,26 and a 
demonstration of Yoshino noodle-making;?? and I watched at the 
Emperor’s side. Then I talked over some matters which we had 
not finished up this morning with Hijikata. I withdrew at 6. I 
went to Sugi Magoshichiro's inn, and there I did calligraphy on a 
framed piece of paper, on half-sized paper, and on a sketch 
book for the properietor Nakazawa Sajüro. At 7 I returned 
to my inn. After dinner I went to the inn of Miyoshi Shigeomi, 
and had a long talk with him, From the proprietor Tsuneoka 
Shingo we heard about the cotton crop which is the main product 
in this locality. At the present time money is not coming in, and 
the area is suffering from a depression, we were told. This place 
sells cotton chiefly, and most of the neighboring villages weave 
cotton cloth. I purchased four rolls of cotton with a splashed 
pattern to give it a trial. 


25 Emperor Jimmu was the first Japanese emperor, and is regarded as the founder 
of the present Imperial line. 

26 This unique traditional dance is kept alive in the mountainous area of Yoshino. 
It was customary for the villagers to present it at the Imperial Palace annually on five 
holidays, those that fell on 1 January, 3 March, 5 May, 7 July, and 9 September, 

27 Yoshino no sómen was eaten cold in the summer with soy sauce, 
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After 9 I returned to my inn to bed. After 11 letters arrived from 
Ito Hirobumi and Makimura Masanao. A telegram about 
the Satsuma affair was enclosed in Hirobumi’s letter: 

As to subsequent developments in Kagoshima: More 
than forty soldiers were dispatched to Kumamoto, bearing 
arms which they picked up in Izumi to bar passage, and 
military guards evidently have been stationed at the ap- 
proach to Izumi and in other places. Kagoshima prefecture 
has reported, however, that officials will be sent to Tokyo, 
and that all traces of Saigd have vanished. He undoubtedly 
has become an agitator. Kawamura and Hayashi have ar- 
rived in Kagoshima safely, so we may surmise that negotia- 
tions will take place. We should have a report on this in the 
near future. Today 600 policemen are to be dispatched to 
Kyushu. Two hundred of them will be sent to Kumamoto, 
100 to Fukuoka, 100 to Saga, and 200 to Nagasaki. (They 
left the Home Ministry in Tokyo at 2 p.m. on February 10.) 


12 February 1877 Occasional showers with wind, clearing after 
2. A strong west wind, The Emperor departed at 9:30, took a 
short rest at Horie Kuro's in Takada village, and at 11:15 arrived 
at Shimoda where he had the noon meal at Murai Matajiro's. 
He had a variety of ornamental antiques on display; many were 
quite unusual. I had my noon meal at Murai Teijüro's. The 
drawing room, or zashiki, was well-appointed; and bonsai were 
on display there. The Emperor set out at 12:30, and took a rest at 
Nagao Jihei’s in Fujii village at 2. He arrived at Domyoji temple 
at 3:30. The Temporary Palace was in Chamber Two, the 
apartment of Nambojo Ryoko. I stayed in Chamber Three, the 
apartment of Senyü Shokai,?8 who is the younger sister of Reizei 
Tametoshi.2® I met Shokai and her disciple Shoshitsu who is the 
younger sister of Kanroji Yoshinaga. 

Sugi Magoshichiro came to talk. This morning I sent a letter 
to Ito Hirobumi (a reply to his letter of last night). This temple is 
associated with Sugawara Michizane,? or Kanko, whose aunt, 


98 The name indicates that she was à nun. 

2 Reizei is the name of a family of court nobles who were professional storytellers. 

40 Sugawara Michizane (845-903) was the powerful non-Fujiwara minister during 
the reigns of the Emperor Uda and Daigo, He died in exile in Kyushu, and became 
the God of Learning to whom scholars prayed, 
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the nun Kakuju, lived here. It is said that Michizane often visited 
here from Nara, When he was exiled, he came here to meet the 
nun Kakuju, and both expressed their regret at parting. In a 
verse of the time: 

Our tears fall, of course, 

In the sadness of our parting. 

Hark! The voice of the cock crowing, 

Dawn in the village. Alas !31 


13 February 1877 Severely cold. This morning the nun Shokai 
served me a meager Buddhist breakfast which was very tasty. 
At 9 the Emperor set out, and worshipped at the grave of the 
Emperor Yüryaku. He took a short rest at Yoshimoto Kichijiro's 
in Shimaizumi, At 11 he visited the primary school in Sakai, and 
observed severa] classes. At 12:30 he arrived at the Temporary 
Palace which was located in the house of Kawamori Nihei. At 
2 the Emperor visited the Sakai Prefectural Office, observed the 
various offices, and inspected some local products of the prefec- 
ture. Hayashi Tomoyuki, who has returned from Satsuma, gave 
me a detailed report on the rebel movements, and their alarming 
nature. He also said that Kawamura Sumiyoshi had returned 
with him. Thus, I made a full report to the Throne. Hayashi 
Tomoyuki was then summoned before the Throne, and was 
ordered to advise the Navy and the Army to employ whatever 
strategy the situation requires. Hayashi returned to Kobe at 1. 
From there the Emperor went to the . . . factory where he observed 
the equipment in operation. The Emperor left there at 5. My 
inn proprietor , . . [Eight lines are blank.] 


14 February 1877 Fair, with a strong west wind. The Emperor 
departed at 9, paid his respects at the Sumiyoshi shrine, then took 
a short rest at the Tenka teahouse. Hideyoshi?? stopped at this 
teahouse once; and the seat he used is still there. We saw some of 
Hideyoshi’s calligraphy, and the tea utensils used to serve him, 
At 12 the Emperor arrived at the Osaka garrison, and had his 
noon meal there. He inspected military drills by the garrison 


31 People usually began their journeys at dawn. 

e Toyotomi Hideyoshi (1536-1598) was one of the greatest figures in Japanese 
history. He completed the unification of the country begun by Nobunaga, using cuns 
ning polities as much as military force, Kido felt a special empathy with Hideyoshi, 
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troops, and the armory. From there he went to see the English 
School and the Normal School; and after 5 he arrived at the 
Bureau of the Mint which served as a Temporary Palace. At 
6:30 I dined in attendance on the Emperor, and at 9:30 I re- 
turned to my inn which is the Kagai. Today I met Ito Hirobumi, 
Kawamura Sumiyoshi, and Watanabe Noboru. A letter came 
from Minister of the Right Iwakura. 


15 February 1877 Fair. At 9 I went to the Osaka Court, and 
waited for the Imperial arrival. When the Emperor did arrive 
he inspected the various offices of the Court. (At the Emperor's 
arrival, the presiding judge had an audience, offered a speech of 
welcome, and showed the court record to the Emperor. After 
looking it over, His Majesty heard a report on the state of affairs 
in the court.) From there the Emperor went to the Higher Court 
where ceremonies were identical with those in the Osaka Court. 
He then visited the Osaka Metropolitan Office where the gov- 
ernor gave a welcome speech, and officials of the sénin rank and 
above were granted an audience. Then the Emperor made a tour 
of inspection of the various offices, and afterward the Governor 
reported on the state of affairs in the Osaka metropolitan pre- 
fecture. The Emperor had his noon meal there, and he inspected 
articles old and new on display there. (Among them were inven- 
tions by an Osaka man ... a pump?? spinning machine, and a 
scrap-silk-spinning machine. Then he visited the Honganji temple 
where he observed elementary schoolchildren studying and being 
quizzed. After 4 he returned to the Temporary Palace. I with- 
drew at 6. After dinner I visited Nakano Goichi and Munakata 
Naojiro. A letter came from Iwakura; and I replied to him with 
my opinions on the Satsuma incident. Mutsu Munemitsu's letter 
arrived; and I sent him a reply. 


16 February 1877 Fair. At 9 I went to the Temporary Palace. 
‘The Emperor departed from there at 9:30 to visit a sugar refining 
mill. He also visited Godai Saisuke's^ indigo dyeing plant, 


9 Kido uses the English word pompu, Presumably it was pumped with the foot. 


4 Godai Saisuke was an early name for Godai ''omoatsu (1834-1885), the Satsuma 
samurai who was a naval and shipping specialist, and who went to England on behalf 
of the domain in 1865, After serving in the central government briefly in 1868-1869, 
he became a politically connected tycoon with a number of business interests includ- 


ing the indigo dyeing plant, 
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inspected it carefully, and had his noon meal there. He departed 
for Kyoto by the 1:40 train. From Kyoto station he went to the 
Nishi Honganji temple for a short rest. He looked over the 
Hiunkaku?5 (in which were displayed some of Hideyoshi's waka 
poems, and a treaty of reconciliation between Nobunaga and 
Nishi Honganji); and the Emperor returned to the Imperial 
Palace before 5. I withdrew forthwith. Several visitors came to 
my house. Later I went to Sugi Magoshichiro's inn, and spent the 
night there. 


17 February 1877 Fair. I went to the Palace at 9, Okubo To- 
shimichi arrived here last night; Ito and Yamagata also came. 
Today a group of us headed by Prime Minister Sanjo gathered at 
the Palace for a conference. We decided to send an Imperial 
envoy to Satsuma at the same time that we dispatch troops, as 
decided on the other day. The envoy will deliver a special Im- 
perial edict that will have the effect of separating the loyal from 
the disloyal, the jewels from the common stones, and forcing 
Shimazu and his son to choose between the government and 
Saigo Takamori, so that we do not punish the innocent along with 
the conspirators. I withdrew from the Palace at 12. 

Kono Togama came to visit. Goto Shojiro came, and talked 
about the internal political situation in Tosa. I went to Prince 
Sanjo's after 9. 


18 February 1877 Fair, turning to snow. Hayashi Yüzo (who 
talked about the Tosa situation, continuing Goto's discussion last 
night), and Nakajima Nobuyuki came to talk. At 9 I went 
to the Palace. In view of the report in the telegram from Higo 
we decided to defer putting into effect yesterday's decision until 
another report comes.... At 10 the Emperor left the Palace 
enclosure to go to Saga;?* and there he relaxed at Yamanaka 
Seiitsus mountain villa. Then he visited a paper mill on the 
Katsura River, and observed the operation of the machinery in 
all the stages of paper manufacturing. The Emperor visited 
Katsura Detached Palace which is on the Katsura River. Toyo- 


35 Pavilion of the Flying Clouds is the meaning, It was a part of Hideyoshi^s urne 
kudai Castle, built in 1588. 
36 Saga is a mountainous area north of Kyoto famous for its autumn leaves, 
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tomi Hideyoshi had Kobori Enshü? design the garden here. It 
had a tone of antiquity and was elegant. At the Palace a letter 
from Hideyoshi at that time was on display, as were a number of 
old paintings. The Emperor left there after 5. . . . I took leave of 
His Majesty there, and visited Kawada Sakuma in Daibutsuma- 
chó, and had a long talk. 

The Satsuma insurrection will give rise to disaster, and I wish 
to serve under the Imperial Prince who commands the expedition 
to make my greatest contribution at the front. I have made this 
request of Prime Minister Sanjo several times in recent days; 
and today I begged for permission again. Moreover, I went to 
Okubo and Yamagata, and asked them to exercise their influence 
on my behalf. For fifteen or sixteen years, since my days with the 
domain government, I have devoted my heart and mind to 
politics; but recently the moderate party has had exceedingly 
little influence, and my suggestions have come to be adopted less 
frequently, to my great regret. The government has destroyed 
the customary practices of the people recklessly to the extent of 
threatening their livelihood. I do not enjoy spending my time to 
no avail. Above all, Satsuma, relying on its influence in times 
past, has obtained exceptionally favorable treatment, and has 
upset the balance of the nation so often. In the end it has brought 
on this kind of thing, an unprecedented upheaval. I am resolved 
to perform my final service to the state on this occasion; there- 
fore, I have pressed Okubo insistently for his help, and have 
explained in some detail the harmful practices of these times. Tsu- 
kuda Motokiyo arrived in Kyoto; and I put him up at my house. 

(Note) The armed forced of Satsuma have pushed their way 
into the approaches to Higo.38 


19 February 1877 Fair, with occasional snow. I went to the 
Palace at 9, and withdrew at 1. More than ten telegrams have 
come from Nagasaki, Fukuoka, and Higo. The Satsuma rebel 
force has advanced little by little, until the situation has become 
critical. Yanagihara, member, Chamber of Elders, and several 
other visitors came to talk. At night I visited Nakajima Nobuyuki. 

(Note) In the last few days I have several times expressed my 


9 He was a samurai who achieved fame as a garden designer. Enshü-ryü is a famous 
school of ten ceremony, 
| Kumamoto was in Hijo province, 
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desire to the Prime Minister and the Minister of the Right to be 
dispatched to the front to take charge of things at this time of 
crisis over the Satsuma rebellion, that we might strengthen the 
foundation for impartial administration of the Empire. I have 
pressed my case in recent days with Yamagata, Ito, and Torio; 
and in the end argued for my appointment with Okubo. Today 
I fully expected to have orders to go, when I was summoned 
before the Throne and, to my dismay, firmly commanded not to. 
It was the most embarrassing moment of my entire life; I cannot 
bear to talk about it. I maintain that the source of the malaise 
of our times is the loss of impartial administration by the central 
government, influenced as it is by whether a prefecture is strong 
or weak, which is to stray from the fundamental principle of the 
Restoration. 


20 February 1877 Fair. I have been in bed since last night 
with abdominal pains and dysentery. Ikeda Kensai came to give 
me medical treatment. I sent replies to letters from Minister of 
the Right Iwakura, Shishido Tamaki, Yamada Akiyoshi, Ya- 
mamoto Seijüro, Sugiyama Takatoshi, and Fujii Yasoe. I also 
sent a letter to Matsu and Shojiro. A letter arrived from Minister 
of the Right Iwakura. More than ten telegrams came from Na- 
gasaki, Fukuoka, and Higo; and Higo is under intense pressure. 
They report, however, that they have made preparations to de- 
fend the place. Sugi Magoshichiro, Kunishige Masafumi, and 
Nakayama Joji came to see me at night; and other guests were 
numerous. Further, Ito Hirobumi came for a long talk. 


21 February 1877 Fair. I went to the Palace at 8 in spite of 
my illness. More than ten telegrams arrived from Nagasaki, 
Fukuoka, and Higo. Finally, at 1:50 this afternoon, there was a 
report that hostilities had begun. Soon afterwards it was reported 
from Saga that the telegraph line had been cut. More than ten 
Satsuma men have been arrested since yesterday in Fukuoka and 
Nagasaki (Shigeki). I withdrew from the Palace at 2. I went to 
Okubo Toshimichi's place, then on to Ito Hirobumi's. To them 
I gave my opinion that domestic administration should be more 
realistic in the future, and that the government should give heed 
to the feelings of the common people, and of the shizoku at all 
times, avoid smashing traditional practices so abruptly, and be 
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attentive to the living conditions of the masses as it goes about 
the business of governing. In the past we have been too casual 
about the selection of personnel for government, and have made 
many mistakes. I imagine that, when the present crisis has 
passed, arbitary decisions will increase in number, riding the 
favorable tide of things. From past experience, I am very ap- 
prehensive. I returned to my house at 4:50. Makimura Masanao 
and many other visitors came to see me. I visited Sugi Mago- 
shichiro and Cho Sansu at night. A letter came from Governor 
Sekiguchi, and a telegram from Shishido Tamaki. 


22 February 1877 Fair. A telegram arrived from Kuroda 
Kiyotaka. I went to the Palace at 10, and withdrew at 12, then 
went to Okubo Toshimichi’s place. Ito Hirobumi, Yamagata 
Aritomo, Kawamura Sumiyoshi, and Hayashi Tomoyuki gathered 
there. I returned home at 1. Yamada Akiyoshi and . . . who have 
arrived in Kyoto came to talk with me. At 3 I went to Prince 
Sanjo’s, where Okubo, Ito, and Kawamura had assembled. We 
decided to dispatch Prince Arisugawa to the front to command 
the forces; and I went to the Prince’s inn to inform him. At 6 
I returned to my place. Several telegrams had arrived from 
Nagasaki and Fukuoka. After 6 I went to Sahata Nobuyuki’s, 
and visited the Zaibaido on my way back. I met Machida Hisa- 
nari there unexpectedly. Kawada Sakuma and Mizuo Kunikazu 
came to visit. Kunikazu had been ordered to Kagoshima (as 
Public Prosecutor) ;39 and he gave me a detailed account of the 
situation in Kagoshima. 


23 February 1877 Fair. I went to the Palace at 9. At 1 I went 
to Prince Sanjo’s, and visited Sugi Magoshichird on the way 
back. He returned home with me. Since this morning several 
telegrams have come, most of them reporting that the Imperial 
Army is having a difficult fight. Those which came this afternoon 
reported that the government army is gaining a little in strength. 
Several days ago, when I was in Sakai, I received word of the 
rebellion led by Saigo Takamori, truly our greatest national 
upheaval, so I reported to the Throne my belief that His Majesty 
must make his position toward this known to the nation. He 
made known his intent to do this, so I prepared a rough draft 


Ww Kenjisyaku Miet. 
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of his statement, then made a fair copy for him. Moreover, I 
believe that the purpose of the forthcoming expedition should be 
explained to the metropolitan and rural prefectures!? by the 
Prime Minister. I proposed this to Prime Minister Sanjo, and 
Imperial Councilor Okubo; and today I corrected my draft of 
this message, and sent it off to Okubo. I had dinner with Sugi 
Magoshichiro and Yamada Akiyoshi at the Fujimuraya. On the 
way back I visited Goto Shojiro and Makimura Masanao, and 
returned home at 12. A letter arrived from Minister of the Right 
Iwakura, and I replied to it immediately. 

Today I told Okubo Toshimichi that we must fight on in this 
war, though we lose a hundred battles, until we die, and that 
as soon as things have settled down, we should not content our- 
selves with a tenuous peace, but should make a drastic change 
in domestic administration. To judge from past experience, most 
of the government decisions tend to be arbitrary and reckless 
when we are thrown into a brief era of peace, and its reforms run 
contrary to the realities of people's lives. There is much to be 
alarmed about in such extremism, for it impinges on the liveli- 
hood of all the people. 


24 February 1877 Rain. Kinashi Sei'ichiro went by Satsuma 
recently on his way back from the Ryükyüs. There his ship was 
detained, and he was unable to return here until the day before 
yesterday when he finally reached Kobe. He gave me a detailed 
account of the present situation in Satsuma; moreover, I learned 
from him about the situation in the Ryükyüs. I went to the Palace 
at 10. Prince Arisugawa was scheduled to depart for the front 
today, so the Prince, Prime Minister Sanjo, and notables up to 
the rank of kazoku were commanded to attend on the Emperor 
at a dinner in the Prince’s honor. At 12 the Prince took his leave 
at the Palace, and set off on his journey at once. We went to the 
railway station to see him off. 

Several telegrams arrived, reporting that the Imperial Army 
had fled in defeat to the approach to Ueki. 

I visited Hayashi Tomoyuki, as well as Cho Sansu. 

Within three or four days it will be generally determined how 
long we shall need to reach our objectives in the war in Kyushu, 
Without the resolve never to abandon our cause until we fall in 
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death, even though we lose a hundred or a thousand battles, we 
cannot gain real peace. The thing about which I have been so 
worried these past ten years is that we have failed to achieve a 
balance between the strong and the weak prefectures, and that 
we have strayed from the principle of impartiality of administra- 
tion by the central government in so many instances. If we do 
not sweep away this fundamental disease in the body politic 
after the rebellion is suppressed, I fear for our future; therefore, 
I emphasized this point in my arguments today. 


25 February 1877 Fair. I sent a letter to my home in Tokyo 
through Kinashi Sci'ichiro. Kuroda Nagahiro came to visit; and 
he confided to me his determination, because he originally be- 
longed to the house of Shimazu, to go to Satsuma to persuade 
Hisamitsu and his son not to take the wrong course. It is com- 
mendable that the old man bestirred himself on this matter 
without a word of complaint about the cold. At 9 I went to the 
Palace. Today it was ordered that Saigo, Kirino, and Shinohara 
be divested of their court ranks, Whatever may be said of the 
others, Saigo, whom I have known for twelve years, has performed 
many services for the nation, In times of crisis he has been loyal, 
unselfish, and decisive; his only shortcoming is his ignorance of 
the development of events, and his inability to see the larger 
picture. His suspicions aroused, he threw away his life, and ruined 
his good name on account of momentary rage. How regrettable 
this is, the most regrettable thing in my whole lifetime. When 
the expeditionary force of the Bakufu moved to chastise Choshü 
in 1864, the Year of the Rat, Greater Wood Sign, Saigo served 
as Chief of Staff to the Lord of Owari.! But, like melted ice, it 
has become apparent, during our associations these past twelve 
years, that his intentions were not malicious. Yet in those days, 
when we first met, I discerned that he was not conversant with 
the trend of the times. The alliance between Chóshü and Satsuma 
first began as a personal pledge between Saigo and me in Kyoto 
in 1866, the Year of the Tiger, Greater Fire Sign. In the end, 
through the combined strength of Satsuma and Chóshü we carried 
into effect the great undertaking of the Restoration in 1868, the 


A! Tokugawa Yoshikatsu, Lord of Owari, had command of the Bakufu expedition to 
crush Choshü in 1804, Later he served in the new Meiji central government, 
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Year of the Dragon; therefore, it is terrible beyond words that 
he has come to his present plight. 

The Prime Minister will notify the prefectures of the circum- 
stances surrounding the subjugation of the rebels. I had proposed 
this step several days ago. In the northeast and other areas the 
people do not understand why this war has broken out; many 
rumors are afloat, hindering the pacification effort in many ways. 
At 3 I withdrew from the Palace. Since last night more than ten 
telegrams have arrived. . . . I called on Ito Hirobumi, then went 
to Sugi Magoshichiro's place where I met Yamada Akiyoshi. 
After dinner I went for a stroll. I dispatched letters to Torio 
Koyata and Nakano Goichi. 


26 February 1877 Fair. Hayashi Eikichi came to talk. I sent 
off a letter to Minister of the Right Iwakura, then went to the 
Palace at 10. An official announcement was made that Yamada 
Akiyoshi will be dispatched to Satsuma; and Yanagihara, mem- 
ber, Chamber of Elders, will be dispatched to Satsuma as Im- 
perial Envoy for the specific purpose of dealing with Hisamitsu 
and his son. Yamada's duties will be connected with military 
matters. I am deeply dissatisfied with the decision to send these 
envoys, because it will appear that the government has lost its 
power if they are sent after the present situation has already 
developed. 

A telegram from Kyushu reports that the situation has reached 
the crisis stage, and that the Imperial Army was put to rout at 
the approach to Chikugo. So I argued with Okubo and Ito for 
deciding on a firm policy of a general attack on two fronts. While 
posting forces to guard Kyoto and Tokyo for the nonce, we should 
put our principal effort into sweeping away the rebel lair. Even 
if the malcontented shizoku of other prefectures should rise in 
response to this upheaval, I firmly believe that we shall have 
little to worry about from them if we first sweep away this nest 
of rebels. 

(Note) At this juncture it is already too late to dispatch troops 
of Imperial guards and of garrisons to Kyushu. 


27 February 1877 Fair. There was a report that Majors General 
Nozu and Miyoshi arrived with their troops last night, attacked 
the rear of the rebels, and fought their way into Konoha village 
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and Yamaga village. Higo men are said to be numerous among 
the rebels. Although our prospects are yet uncertain, we have 
recovered our position to a major extent through yesterday’s 
action. 

I went to the Palace after 9. Kuroda Kiyotaka and Kawaji 
Toshiyoshi arrived; and at 2 I withdrew, visiting Sugi Magoshi- 
chirō and Ito Hirobumi. At night Sugi Magoshichiro and Kuni- 
shige Masafumi came to visit me. Komuro Nobuo and Fukuchi 
Gen'ichiro also arrived. I sent letters to Minister of the Right 
Iwakura, Ise Sakae, and Kinashi Shin'ichi. A telegram arrived 
from Hayashi Sansuke. 


28 February 1877 Fair. Before 9 I called on Ito Hirobumi. 
Okubo and Ito left for Osaka today; and I decided to go down 
to Osaka either tonight or tomorrow morning because I have 
some unfinished business there. I went to the Imperial Palace 
before 10, and reported to the Throne on the current situation 
and my trip to Osaka. On withdrawing from the Palace I went 
to Prime Minister Sanjo’s to talk with him about the relationship 
between Kyoto and Osaka, and on the handling of telegrams. 
(We decided that I should report by wire to the Prime Minister 
on all telegrams received in Osaka, and that the Prime Minister 
should notify the Imperial Household Ministry and Tokyo of 
them.) At 2 I returned home. Komuro Nobuo, Fukuchi Gen'ichi- 
ro, Cho Sansu, Yamada Akiyoshi, and Ito Hosei came to talk. 
Around 4 I visited Goto Shojiro and Makimura Masanao and 
returned home at 7. Sugi Magoshichiro, Sasaki Takayuki, and 
Nakajima Nobuyuki came to talk. Since yesterday we have heard 
no firm news, aside from the report that the Imperial Army was 
engaged in a desperate battle on the 27th. 


March 


1 March 1877 Fair. Makimura Masanao, Yamada Akiyoshi, 
Oka Moritomo, and Kagawa Keizo came to talk. At 9 I left my 
house, and took the 9:40 train bound for Osaka. There I went 
directly to my inn, the Kagai (which is located in 1-chome, Kita- 
hama). Ito Hirobumi is staying at the same inn; and I also met 
Okubo Toshimichi and Torio Koyata there. 

Several days ago when the rebels assembled in Kagoshima and 
flaunted their weapons, it was decided, in addition to taking the 
proper measures to deal with them, to send an Imperial Envoy 
to Hisamitsu and his son to say that the government does not 
intend to punish the loyal people along with the disloyal. I under- 
stand that nothing else could be done because the Emperor feared 
for the lives of Shimazu and his son, both meritorious subjects, 
who are being held by the rebels. Now, however, when the rebels 
have all taken their arms with them and pushed into Higo, Hisa- 
mitsu and his son ought to make their true feclings known by 
messenger via the Hyüga Road, if they understand their duty as 
Imperial subjects or, if not that, giving them an order to control 
the situation when Kuroda Kiyotaka is dispatched should be 
sufficient, since it is reasonable to expect that they should be on 
their best behavior. Even though the old relationship between 
sovereign and his retainers has today ceased to exist, the Shimazu 
have served as important retainers for several hundred years; 
therefore, the father and son! still hold responsibility for having 
brought hardships to the masses. Sending an Imperial Envoy to 
them under these circumstances violates the principle of impar- 
tiality, and brings loss of the Emperor's dignity. It is evident that 
this would not be done if other kazoku behaved similarly; so I 
explained several times why this step is improper, and why I would 
not affix my seal of approval to the orders. However, many others 


1 Shimazu Hisamitsu (1817-1887) was regent during the term his son Tadayoshi 
served as daimyo, beginning in 1858, 
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appealed to the Prime Minister on the grounds that the situation 
has so many critical aspects that the argument for an Imperial 
Envoy won out; hence I was obliged, against my will, to affix my 
seal to the detailed orders. The envoy representing the War Min- 
istry is Saigo Tsugumichi. I am not happy with having Takamori’s 
brother by blood assume this position. While there is a saying 
that one severs relationship with family to fulfill the greater obli- 
gation, I believe that this is an unpleasant course of action to have 
to take. The person in question ought to confine himself to his 
home and await orders; the government should not be giving 
him responsibilities. He is not the only person who could assume 
this present office. 

On 26 February the rebel army attacked in full force to try to 
cover its retreat. On the 27th the battle lasted for ten hours, from 
7 to 5, Finally, the Imperial Army was completely victorious, and 
put the rebels to flight. A telegram arrived reporting that Major 
General Miyoshi had suffered minor injuries, and other news. 

I called on Nakano Goichi, and went to Okubo Toshimichi’s, 
before returning to my inn at 10. 


2 March 1877 Heavy snow. Several telegrams arrived, one of 
them reporting that a sergeant had slipped out of Higo Castle, and 
reported on conditions inside the castle. Provisions will allow the 
castle to withstand a seige of forty days, he says; and during the 
battles of the 22nd and 23rd the defenders twice killed forty or 
fifty rebels by setting off land mines. In fact, the men in the castle 
left the gates open, then showered the rebels who climbed up 
toward the gates with a hail of bullets. On the 26th the defenders 
of the castle broke through the besieging army, went into the 
town, and brought back a thousand sacks of rice. Murata Shim- 
pachi, the commander of the rebel force, suffered serious injuries. 
The rebel generals commanding forces at the approach to Ueki 
are Kirino, Murata, and Beppu; Shinohara is in command on 
the coastal approach to Takahashi; and Saigo commands the 
headquarters in Kawajiri. 

At 5 I went to Fujita Densaburó's place, and met with Torio 
and others, Yamada Akiyoshi came in from Kyoto. 


3 March 1877 lair, occasional flurries of snow, Among several 
telegrams was one reporting that the rebel force is short of am- 
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munition; and that it is requisitioning things made of lead and 
gunpowder from the people. Moreover, it does not pay its baggage 
carriers wages except for those who are injured. Another telegram 
reported a gathering of dissident shizoku who are advocating the 
people’s rights. (It is reported that they are shizoku from Nagasu 
village, Tamana county, Higo province, adjacent to Mi’ike.) 

I went to Okubo’s inn before 5, and then went to Yamada 
Akiyoshi’s inn, Many visitors came. 


4 March 1877 Fair. At Ito’s place I met Yoshihara Shigetoshi, 
who had returned from Shanghai, and talked about the present 
situation in the Nagasaki area. I took the 9:40 train to Kyoto, 
accompanied by Yamada Akiyoshi. Before 12 I went to the Im- 
perial Palace where I gave the Emperor a detailed account of 
what has happened on the battlefront in Kyushu up to this point 
and of our prospects. When we first received the news of the Sa- 
tsuma uprising, I was deeply apprehensive about the Higo gar- 
rison so I urged War Minister Yamagata to dispatch a large force 
to Higo quickly. Yamagata said that the Higo garrison was ade- 
quate to mect the danger in Kyushu; and he was unwilling to 
dispatch soldiers. The reason I was so apprehensive, however, 
was that, although Satsuma does not have a well-organized army 
at present, a majority of the shizoku and commoners of the prov- 
ince have served in the military, and had actual battle experi- 
ence less than ten years ago. Moreover, Satsuma has a substantial 
quantity of ammunition in storage, and every man without ex- 
ception owns a gun. Once they are all enticed to rise together, 
Satsuma will be a very formidable threat to our country. In con- 
trast, the Higo garrison was taken unawares in the Jimpüren? 
attack last year; and most of its soldiers are apprehensive. Further, 
the Higo shizoku are uncertain as to what direction to take; many 
of them, indeed, regard the garrison as an enemy force. I was 
intensely worried that if the rebels push into Higo, a great disaster 
would befall us. My view, however, was not adopted. The domin- 
ant view at that time was that the rebels would hold their ground 
in Satsuma at first, stir up the whole nation, then afterwards 
stage an insurrection. Many of my colleagues argued in favor of 
sending a large force directly to Satsuma; and this proposal was 


2 The Jimpüren rose in Kumamoto on 26 October 1876, in a tradionalint, xeno- 
phobic rebellion which lasted one day, 
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approved in general terms. It was my private opinion that, if the 
Satsuma men stayed in their own province, a delay of five or six 
days in dispatching troops would not matter; but I was simply 
afraid that the Satsuma rebels might intrude into Higo. And then 
there was a report of an invasion of Higo by the rebels. If we had 
placed garrison troops on the border of Satsuma in strategic 
positions for defensive action, and if we had dispatched a large 
force in addition to the garrison army to help out, our losses would 
have been kept to a minimum. Since the expeditionary force did 
not arrive in time (because the government did not seize the op- 
portunity), the garrison decided to withstand a siege; and it 
burned more than 10,000 houses outside the castle grounds. The 
hardships endured by the people are beyond description. If the 
rebels surround the castle, and push on into Hizen with their 
rifle companies, Kyushu in its entirety will be under their control 
for a time, and the war will inevitably drag on, I believe. Although 
a thousand defeats in the present war will not sway us from our 
course, I am deeply concerned lest our country and its people 
sustain serious injury. The expeditionary force has reached Chi- 
kugo, we are informed. In recent days the war has intensified. 
Although we have had several reports of victory, it is difficult to 
trust them. If we have several battalions circle Yatsushiro, and 
attack the enemy from the rear, closing in on them in Kawajiri, 
their collapse is inevitable. Although I have advocated these views 
several times in recent days, today's approved strategy differed; 
it could not be done as I outlined. We will only know later whether 
my strategy was the sounder! Alas! From the beginning Yamada 
Akiyoshi advocated an attack from the rear. 

I went to Prime Minister Sanjo's and reported the current 
situation as I had done before the Emperor. I visited Makimura 
Masanao, Nakamura Koki, Sakuma Kazusuke, and Nakajima 
Nobuyuki. I went to the Hisagotei for dinner with Sugi Mago- 
shichiro, Yamada Akiyoshi, and Kunishige Masafumi. 

At night, wind and rain. Several telegrams arrived. 

(Note) I went to pay my respects to Lord Mori, but he was 
absent. 


5 March 1877 Rain. I stayed at my inn, and wrote letters. 
Sugi is staying at the same inn, the proprietor of which is a rela- 
tive of Uoya Hachibei, At 4 1 went to Prime Minister Sanjo’s, 
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After 5 I met with Nakajima Nobuyuki, Okauchi Shigetoshi, 
Goto Shojiro, Sugi Magoshichiro, Yamada Akiyoshi, and Kuni- 
shige Masafumi. Several telegrams arrived, all reporting victory; 


but I am not ready to believe it.... A letter arrived from my 
home in Tokyo. 

(Note) Inoue Yoichi, Shimada ..., and Cho Sansu came to 
visit. 


I went to call on Lord Mori. 

Iwakura Tomosada came to Kyoto as the messenger of the 
Minister of the Right; so I wrote out my opinions on matters 
which the Minister of the Right brought to my attention. 


6 March 1877 Fair. I borrowed one of the rooms of Makimura 
Masanao this morning and wrote letters to Europe (to Inoue 
Kaoru and Aoki Shüzo) and to Tokyo (my home, Shishido Ta- 
maki, Tanaka Fujimaro, Kasahara Hankuro, and Samejima 
Naonobu). Sugi Magoshichiro and Yamada Akiyoshi came over. 
I went to Prime Minister Sanjo's, then returned to my inn. Ota- 
guro of Higo (formerly known as Iwata) came, and informed me 
of the present situation in Higo. The hardships which the people 
of Higo castletown are undergoing are truly heart-rending. I took 
the 8:40 train down to Osaka. More than ten telegrams arrived, 
one of which reported that the Imperial Army which is stationed 
in the pass into Yamaga? will build a fort there. I imagine this to 
be a true report. Hayashi Sansuke's letter came. 


7 March 1877 Fair. Yashima Sakurd came to discuss the 
situation of the Mori family of Tokuyama. Okubo Toshimichi, 
Yamada Akiyoshi, and Watanabe Noboru came to talk. Several 
telegrams arrived, one of which reported that Tabarazaka has 
not yet fallen, and our forces are attacking from three sides. This 
evidently is a true report. 


8 March 1877 Fair. Nakajima Nobuyuki came from Kyoto. 
I visited Okubo Toshimichi, then went to Watanabe Noboru's 
with Nobuyuki after 4. I returned home at 11. The telegrams from 
the fighting front today did not differ from those which came 
yesterday. 


3 Yamaga was near Fukuoka. 
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9 March 1877 Cloudy. Nakano Goichi and .. . Daibi came to 
visit. Takasaki Masakaze and . . . came to talk in connection with 
their dispatch to the front in support of the pacification of Kyushu. 
Further, Torio Koyata talked over the dispatch of the Imperial 
guards with me, so I went up to Kyoto to report the present 
situation to the Throne; and the Emperor ordered the Imperial 
guard out to the front. I sent a telegram to say that many of the 
reserve troops from the Right Imperial Guard are not needed 
here. (I missed the 12:40 train, so I took the 3:40 train. Nakajima 
Nobuyuki rode in my car.) Today at the station a battalion of 
troops from the garrison were on their way to the front; and from 
the station we went our separate ways—they to the west, I to the 
east. According to the recent daily reports from the front the 
Imperial Army has fought a number of desperate battles. Casual- 
ties are reported to be about 100 a day. Although it is their 
bounden duty as soldiers to go to the battlefront, somehow my 
regret at parting from them was intensified by the realization 
that many would die, and I shed a few tears in spite of myself. 
What the officers in charge must concern themselves about is that 
the entire prefecture of Satsuma has been seething with unrest 
lately. As early as last December rumors of rebellion reached the 
capital of Tokyo; consequently, the people of Tokyo as well as 
those of the various prefectures were uneasy. And last October 
the Higo garrison was suddenly attacked in the Jimpüren rising, 
and more than a hundred men were massacred. This naturally 
gave rise to apprehensiveness among the people; moreover, many 
shizoku of Higo have divided loyalties; and investigation has 
revealed that some of them have a tacit understanding with the 
rebels of Satsuma. It is evident from this that if the rebels from 
Satsuma invade Higo in force, they will create some serious prob- 
lems. Thus, I was convinced that our most urgent task was to 
transport a large force to Higo as soon as we detected evidence 
of an invasion of the province. The advantage of my plan was 
that if we had transported a large force to the area immediately, 
their presence would have helped change the spirit of the garrison 
troops from cowardice to courage, and would have broken down 
the divided loyalties of the Higo shizoku. If we had reached the 
Satsuma border first, ahead of the Satsuma rebels invading Higo, 
we could have kept them from taking strategic positions there. 
If we had sent a large military force and naval vessels to Satsu- 
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ma, we may not have been able to nip the rebellion in the bud, 
but we could have kept the poison from spreading freely across 
the whole area to the south of Higo. As a result of the rebels 
reaching the borders of Higo and Chikugo first, we had casualties 
of well over a thousand among a little over ten thousand soldiers; 
more than ten thousand houses in the city of Higo garrison were 
burned to the ground in an instant. Although it was unavoidable, 
given the situation which has now developed, 60,000 to 70,000 
people in the garrison town have suddenly lost their property. 
Among them were many sick and elderly people and children. 
A large number of people died in the streets. Their misery beggars 
description. Although these things happened because of the 
rebels, the present situation became inevitable because we were 
chronically careless, It all began with our side. I argued for my 
view repeatedly from the time this problem came up; but my 
office did not have charge of it; the matter was not my responsi- 
bility; so, in the end, my ideas did not become policy. I could 
only express my feeling of lingering regret. The Imperial Army 
has not been able to reach Higo garrison, so 10,000 of the poorest 
inhabitants of the city are in the service of the rebels in order to 
survive. When the Imperial Army reaches the garrison these men 
will undoubtedly die of starvation. We must, therefore, make 
plans at once to save these people. Consequently, I have been 
discussing this problem in earnest these past few days with Home 
Minister Okubo and Imperial Councilor Ito. Further, I want to 
make an appeal on behalf of these people to Prime Minister Sanjo 
during my trip here. 


10 March 1877 Fair. Ito Hosci came to give me medical treat- 
ment. At 11 I went to have an audience with Lord Mori. From 
there I went to Prime Minister Sanjó's; and to him I explained 
the condition of the destitute people in Higo, and gave him my 
opinion as to the relief measures which ought to be taken. I met 
Sasaki Takayuki. From there I went to Kitashige's; and with 
Cho Sansu I went to Makimura's to view calligraphy by Zei 
Seroku and others. (A portrait of Immei by Taigado* was in- 
cluded.) I called on Ito Hirobumi's wife who is ill, paid a visit to 
Nakajima Nobuyuki, and went on to the office of the secretariat. 


4 This was Ike no Taiga, a famous painter of the Edo period, 


MEIJI 10, MARCH 461 


Afterwards I proceeded to Kunishige Masafumi’s and the three 
of us, including Sansu, had a medicinal bath in Higashiyama. 
On the way back I stopped at the Onshüjo and at the Uoshina, 
reaching home at 2. A letter arrived from Nagamatsu Miki. 

A telegram came reporting that although the Imperial Army 
was unable to take even one of the forts at Tabarazaka in recent 
days, our forces fought desperately, and the city finally fell yester- 
day, so the Army is maching on to Ueki. But the opinion is that 
the strong points around Tabarazaka will not be so easily cap- 
tured. 


11 March 1877 Rain with snow. I broke my false teeth last 
night, and entrusted them to Katashige to have repairs done by 
Zoroku. At 12 I went to Prime Minister Sanjo's, then called on 
Makimura Masanao, but he was absent. From there I went to 
Cho Sansu’s with whom I had a long talk . . .; a priest of the Ikko 
sect,? was there by chance, a man who was on the same ship with 
me on my return from Europe. He told me that he had heard a 
rumor in Tokyo that I was responsible for the delay in sending an 
expeditionary force against the rebels. I am indignant about this, 
for I am a man who can neither cat nor sleep out of worry about 
the imbalance of forces in the country, and the failure of the 
central government to be impartial, as well as the fact that the 
fortunes of a person depend on the social status of his family of 
birth, or on the influence of his prefecture. The source of all this 
is Satsuma, and the fact that most of the government officials are 
men who flatter Satsuma. I have often opposed the Satsuma 
view, but the majority in government agreed with it, and sooner 
or later I was defeated, and unable to achieve my goals. Although 
I cannot point my finger at any particular Satsuma man, Sa- 
tsuma has great influence, and the prefectural office and other 
bodies there have operated in contravention of the general laws 
of the nation on many matters. And we were unable to correct 
this abnormality. How we failed to correct it! Yet toward weak 
prefectures the government has been harsh, so out of devotion to 
the nation I was unable to tolerate the situation. Hence, as it is 
reasonable that we should enforce our basic laws now that re- 


^ Ikk in an alternate name for the Jodo Shin sect, or the True Pure Land sect 
founded by Shinran (1174-1268), "Phe seat of the sect iy at the Honganji temple in 
Kyoto, 
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bellion is on us, I hope that we shall do so promptly to prevent the 
poison from spreading. I have argued this point repeatedly, and 
privately I have reason to believe that my demands will be ac- 
cepted. I returned to Osaka on the 3:40 train. At the Kyoto 
station Yada Fumio handed me letters from Goto Shojiro and 
Nakajima Nobuyuki; and I talked with Nagaya Shigeomi in 
the train. I returned to the Kagai after 5; and I visited Okubo 
Toshimichi at night for a long talk. I presented to him my long- 
held opinions which are in opposition to government policy. I 
have not given up my desire to go to the war front, so I asked for 
his cooperation on that. I returned home to bed at 11. Several 
telegrams and letters came. 


12 March 1877 Fair. Yada Fumio came to talk. Lord Mori 
Motohisa and Yajima Sakuro came to bid me farewell as they 
are returning to the home prefecture today. Torio Koyata came 
to talk. I went to Lord Mori's inn at 2; and on the way back I 
visited Torio, and had a long talk with him. I returned to my inn 
for a while, then I went to look at some antiques and scrolls of 
calligraphy and painting. I called on Yamada Akiyoshi, and 
at 6 returned to my inn. At night I paid a visit to Kawaji Toshi- 
yoshi, and talked to him about the war. 


13 March 1877 Rain. I talked with Nakano Goichi and Ito 
Hirobumi, and I gave them some of my long-held views which 
are not in accord with policy today. At 4 I went to Nakano 
Goichi's at his invitation. Torio Koyata and Ito Hirobumi had 
gathered there; and they all tried to make me change my views. 
As I could not give in, I tried to explain why I hold such a posi- 
tion. The thing I regret most is that a government which should 
regard impartial administration as its highest principle overlooks, 
as if it neither saw nor heard, matters related to Satsuma when 
they are handled contrary to government regulations. When it 
comes to weak prefectures, though, they are called to account 
harshly even for trifling offenses. It is because those who arc 
overly harsh in dealing with the weak are weaklings themselves 
toward the powerful. This is contrary to the principle that the 
government should view all its people as equals. It must not be 
thought that there was no cause for the present crisis; our govern- 
ment must henceforth be more circumspect. I am a somewhat 
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narrow-minded man, so when I observe these things, I cannot 
ignore them. 

I had an appointment with Yamada Akiyoshi, and at 7 I 
went with him and Matsumoto Teizd to the Jiyütei. We had 
dinner together there, and on the way back, went to Matsu- 
moto’s and talked together about times past. I returned to my 
inn at 12. Several telegrams arrived. 


14 March 1877 Clear. I sent letters to Minister of the Right 
Iwakura, Yamao Yozo, Hiraoka Michiyoshi, Nagamatsu Miki, 
and to my family in Tokyo. (Most were letters in reply. I also 
wrote to Fujii Yasoe and Fujii Seitaro.) At 4 I visited Utsumi 
Tadakatsu, then called on Yamada Akiyoshi, and went with him 
to the house of Mitoya Shichiroji with whom we had a long talk. 
At 12 I returned to my inn. . . . Several telegrams arrived. 

At 4 this morning, at dawn, a hundred policemen with drawn 
swords in hand, and divided into three groups, stormed into 
the fort which we had been unable to take for several days. They 
killed ten of the enemy defenders at once, inflicted wounds on 
ten more, and took the fort in a short while. It was an extra- 
ordinary achievement. The work of the police has been distin- 
guished in several places. The battle has raged without inter- 
ruption since the llth or 12th; and our forces have gained 
momentum from it. They plan to march on to Ueki. 

Lieutenant General Kuroda was appointed chief of staff 
yesterday. He was ordered to add to the troops which landed 
from Kagoshima, and in concert with the police to attack the 
enemy from the rear. 

(Note) Sakuma Kazusuke brought a letter from Minister of 
the Right Iwakura addressed to Prime Minister Sanjo and me. 
It reported that Washio and others are fashioning a plot against 
the government in Tokyo. 


15 March 1877 Fair, turning to rain. Kawada Kagetomo came 
from Kyoto to talk with me. Yamada Akiyoshi came to visit; and 
Sugi Magoshichiró also came in from Kyoto. After 1 I went 
with Yamada and Sugi to the place of Kano Jisaburo (whose 
go is Sanei), From there we went to Munakata Naojiró's and 
to ...’s from which place we all left at 9, On the way back we 
visited Ummi "'adakatsu, and I returned to my inn to go to 
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bed at 10. Sugi Magoshichiro stayed the night with me. Several 
telegrams arrived. 


16 March 1877 Fair. Ito Hirobumi came to talk. At 12 I went 
to Sugi Magoshichiro's and Goto Chikuken's. From there I went 
to the Osaka Exposition, observed the exhibits on the grounds, 
and returned to my inn at 5. Yanagihara Sakimitsu$ who was 
sent to Kagoshima as an Imperial Envoy last month reported 
back today; and he immediately came down to Osaka to visit 
me. I accompanied him to Okubo Toshimichi's; and he gave us 
an account of the circumstances surrounding the acceptance of 
Imperial orders by Shimazu Hisamitsu and his son, and of the 
current situation in Kagoshima. Ammunition worth about 
2 million yen and other equipment had been concealed in 
various storage places there. These must have been stored there 
by the rebels beforehand. Except for the things which he brought 
back, Yanagihara said that he had these things dumped into the 
ocean. He told us that most Satsuma men believe this rising to 
be for a righteous cause, and not only shizoku in their prime of 
life, but even young boys have joined it. Hisamitsu and his son 
obeyed the order to suppress the rising, and have put the order 
into operation; and they will come up to Kyoto to offer their 
thanks. In addition, we saw intelligence reports and proclama- 
tions issued in Kagoshima. 

I returned to my inn at 9, then went to Goto Chikuken's again. 
Sugi Magoshichiro and Kitashige had come there ahead of me. 
I purchased several pieces of old calligraphy there. 

Several telegrams arrived, reporting that yesterday at dawn 
the rebels launched a major attack in force. They pushed into 
three forts; and, while our forces recovered two of them imme- 
diately, the other was on the summit of Mount Kodaira which 
overlooks our headquarters in Mata village. After a fierce battle 
lasting all day, sixty policemen who divided into two groups 
attacked from the left and the right, and regular troops advanced 
in front of it at dusk, finally recovering this last fort. The gallant 


6 Yanagihara Sakimitsu (1850-1894) was a kuge who had often been employed in 


diplomatic missions, especially to China. As second-in-command of the eastern ex- 
peditionary forces in 1868, he had been involved in the capture of Edo Castle in the 
Boshin War; and he had served as president of the Chamber of Elders, His younger 
sister, Aiko, a lady-in-waiting to the Meiji Emperor, was the mother of the ‘Taisho 


Emperor (r, 1912-1926). 
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fighting of the policemen these past few days is admirable indeed. 
"There was a report of the police from the border of Bungo and 
Higo.... 

At night I talked with Sugi and Kitashige. 

(Note) Today on the road I saw wounded soldiers who have 
returned to Osaka. 


17 March 1877 Cloudy. Yamada Akiyoshi and Fukubara 
Seisuke came to talk. Sugi Magoshichiró went back to Kyoto 
at 10. At 12 I called on Nakajima Nobuyuki in the company of 
Akiyoshi, and I discussed battlefield matters with Okaguchi 
Shigetoshi. From there I went to Goto Chikuken's house, and I 
purchased a number of old books at a bookstore on Shinsaibashi- 
dori. From there I went to visit Matsumoto Ken with whom I 
had a long talk. At 9 I returned to my inn. Several telegrams 
arrived. 


18 March 1877 Fair. Several dozen visitors. Ozaki Saburo 
who has arrived from Tokyo brought me a letter from Minister 
of the Right Iwakura. He also brought Prime Minister Sanjo’s 
order to me to go up to Kyoto. I have been a strong advocate 
of an attack from the rear in the Yatsushiro sector, but as 
this is outside my control I could not bring it about. Moreover, 
at Tabara we have been attacking the forts for seventeen or 
eighteen days; we have expended 600,000 to 700,000 rounds 
of ammunition daily; and casualties are running at 160 to 170 
a day. Ours cannot be called a successful strategy. In the end 
we have made a big change in direction of policy with the 
adoption of the strategy of attacking from the rear, and I am a 
bit relieved. Consequently, Yamada Akiyoshi who has advocated 
this policy from the first has been ordered on the Nagasaki to 
take command of the forces attacking from the rear. We had been 
unable to convince others to take this step until today. I have no 
regrets; and I am satisfied to see him reach his objective, and to 
sce this indication of cooperation and unity. I only hope, day and 
night, that this strategy will yield quick results, and that it will 
sweep away the poisoned atmosphere, and make the people 
rejoice. , ,, With Shimaji Mokurai I went to Yamada Akiyoshi’s ; 
then I went to Nakajima Nobuyuki's, and at 11 I returned to my 
inn, The Public Procurator was given orders today to strip Oyama 
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Tsunayoshi’ of his court rank. Nakahara Hisao and others went 
to Tokyo today with Okauchi. Kitashige came to talk. 


19 March 1877 Fair. Several dozen visitors came. Iwamura 
Michitoshi talked about the present situation in Yamaguchi 
prefecture. He reported fully on his confidential talks with the 
Governor of Kagoshima, and that Kawaji Toshiyoshi’s assignment 
to serve as major general in addition to his regular office has 
been carried out. Yamada Akiyoshi came to bid farewell; and 
we discussed several matters. As Kawakita Yoshijiro and Fuku- 
bara Mataichi will accompany Yamada, they also came to bid 
me farewell. 
(Note) Akiyoshi composed a poem on parting. 


20 March 1877 Cloudy, turning to rain. I went to Kawaji 
Toshiyoshi’s place. As he was leaving for Nagasaki today, I talked 
over several matters with him, and entrusted a letter to Yamada 
Akiyoshi to him. I went to Kyoto on the 9:40 train, and Iwamura 
Michitoshi was also aboard. (At Osaka Station I met a certain 
Atsumi who has recently returned from Satsuma, and was going 
to Tokyo today. He informed me of the current situation in 
Satsuma.) On arrival I went to Prime Minister Sanjo’s inn to 
talk with him about the circumstances of the change to the strategy 
of attacking from the rear and other news from the battlefront. 
Moreover, I proposed that the Emperor should pay special at- 
tention to the current situation at this juncture. From there I 
went to Makimura Masanao’s place, but he was absent. I went 
to the Secretary’s inn to write a letter to Lietenant Colonel 
Arichi, and entrusted it to Sakuma Kazusuke for delivery. I 
talked with Nakamura Koki and Iwamura Michitoshi; then I 
visited Kawada Kagetomo, but he was absent. I called on Naga- 
yasu Waso, and he was out. I went to the Asakyü where I had 
two bowls of light tea, and I strolled to the Kawahachi where I 
took lodgings. Several telegrams arrived. The one that arrived 
this afternoon at 3:35 reported that our forces have broken 
through the middle where the roads fork and entered Ueki, and 


7 Oyama Tsunayoshi (1826-1877), a Satsuma samurai, served with Imperial forces 
in 1868, and was named governor of Kagoshima prefecture, For his cooperation with 
the rebels he was not only stripped of court rank but decapitated in Nagasaki in 1877, 


He was posthumously exonerated, 
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put it to the torch, but that the forts to the right and the left have 
not yet been reduced. It is surprising that we have reached Ueki, 
considering recent developments. Moreover, at 7 a.m. on the 
19th our troops and police landed at Minami-Nasuguchi village 
in Hinaku, took the rebels by surprise, and routed about three 
companies. At 2 p.m. they reached the encampment at Yatsushiro, 
where the shizoku had not gone astray to the rebel cause. Our 
forces reconnoitered, and found that the rebels had put all of their 
strength into the defense of Takase, so the defenses at Yatsushiro 
were weak, Consequently, they say they will advance troops on 
Miyanohara and Sakai-machi. This is exactly as I had anticipated 
earlier. I regret that we were unable to come to an agreement 
on this matter, and that the operation was not carried out until 


this late date. It is pitiable that the result has been so many more 
casualties. 


21 March 1877 Rain, then clearing. Kawada Kagetomo, 
Akamatsu Renjo, and Nagayasu Waso came to talk. At 10 I went 
to the Imperial Palace. I reported to the Throne on our decision 
to make the attack from the rear, and to send round a large force 
to the Yatsushiro sector in groups as the men arrived, and on 
correspondence from the front and intelligence reports. I requested 
that the Emperor go to the Imperial Study? every day to receive 
the daily report on the state of the battlefront and other matters. 
I also reported in detail on the consumption of ammunition and 
on casualties. There were more than ten telegrams, one of which 
reported that our forces had launched a general offensive from 
Tabarazaka at 6 a.m. on the 20th, seized Ueki, put it to the torch, 
and captured a number of enemy soldiers. Four big guns were 
taken, and 200 rifles; an ammunition dump was set afire. It was 
reported, however, that the rebel forts to the right and the left 
have not been taken, and that the battle still rages around them. 
The situation with regard to the force attacking from the rear 
is still the same today as reported yesterday. 


The Emperor received a report from Iwamura ... on the case 
against Macbara Issei and the other rebels in Yamaguchi pre- 
fecture last year, 

At 4 I withdrew from the Palace. Shimaji came to my place 


with Ozu Tetsuzen, who was arrested on suspicion in Kagoshima 
" Gogakumonjo WANIMI. 
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on 6 February, and experienced great difficulties for a time. He 
returned from there with the Imperial Envoy, and today he 
related to me the situation as it developed after 30 January. T 
sent a letter to Ito Hirobumi today. 

(Note) Tetsuzen travelled with the Imperial Envoy as far as 
Nagasaki, and returned on his own to Kyoto yesterday. 


22 March 1877 Cloudy, turning to rain. At 10 I went to the 
Palace. Hiraga Kunihachi, the official army messenger, arrived 
from the Takase front. After 12 he gave the Emperor a report 
on the actual state of the fighting on the war front up to the 17th. 
Officials assigned to the Musk Hall? and others of sónin rank and 
above who were at the Palace attended on the Emperor as they 
heard the report. Prime Minister Sanjó and I were seated on the 
left and the right of the Throne. We questioned Hiraga about the 
situation from the beginning of the war as reflected in the tele- 
grams. I withdrew from the Palace at 4. As the war is unexpect- 
edly prolonged, signs of war weariness inevitably have become 
apparent. And the Emperor has confined himself to the inner 
part of the Palace for so long that I asked him to ride a horse in 
the neighborhood, notwithstanding a little wind and snow, to 
make a personal inspection of the situation in the city. As the 
Emperor adopted my suggestion, I went to see Makimura Ma- 
sanao to consult privately about the proper route to take. He was 
out, so I went to the Kyükyodo, found him there, and consulted 
him. At the Kyükyodo I purchased two pieces of material for 
seals, and a... book. On the way back Makimura, Hojo Taiei, 
and I visited Cho Sansu; and we all went out for dinner at the 
Hasshin. I returned home at 11. Kitashige also came along; and 
he saw me home. According to a telegram from Kuroda, the 
Chief of Staff, today, his forces are engaged in “a severe struggle” 
at Kagami town and Miyanohara. I deduce that his troops were 
forced back a little. 

(Note) Hiraga is one of those who fought into Ogori with me 
eight years ago!? during the time of trouble. 

Kuroda ... came to visit, and talked about the situation in 
Kagoshima. 


9 Jakónoma WTD |J. 
10 Kido refers to the mutiny of the skotai army units in Choshü in 1870, so it was 
seven years before by Western count, 
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23 March 1877 Rain, then cloudy. I have been slightly indis- 
posed since last night. I went to the Imperial Palace at 9. I sent 
letters to Yamagata Aritomo, Miura Gord, Miyoshi Shigeomi, 
Shinagawa Yajiro, and Fukubara Wakaru through Hiraga Kuni- 
hachi. I was ordered to partake of dinner in attendance on the 
Emperor at 12, along with Prime Minister Sanjo, Yanagihara, 
member of the Chamber of Elders, and Imperial Household 
Ministry officials of the rank of chokunin and above. The Imperial 
Household Minister and the others received a report on the de- 
tention of Ozu Tetsuzen in Satsuma (by the said individual). 
At 3 I withdrew. I sent letters to Minister of the Right Iwakura, 
Sahata Nobuyuki, Fujii Yasoe, Okudaira Shosuke, Nagamatsu 
Miki, Nishijima Seiho, and to my home in Tokyo. I went to 
Uemura's and visited Cho Sansu, with whom I went out; at 
11 I returned home. This morning Makimura come to talk. 
Several telegrams arrived. 


24 March 1877 Rain, then clearing. Ito Hósei came to give me 
medical treatment. Iwakura Tomosada came to talk. At 10 I 
went to the Palace. Today I pleaded with Prime Minister Sanjo 
to send me to the Yatsushiro front. We have already dispatched 
more than five million soldiers to Yatsushiro for the offensive, in 
accordance with our resolution of a few days ago; consequently, 
some local civil government is necessary. Those in Yatsushiro 
have also requested it from the government. I withdrew from the 
Palace at 4; and, after withdrawing I visited Priest! Mokurai, 
and Renjo came to talk with us. On the way back I went to the 
Kyükyodo, then to the Keika. As I had an appointment with 
Sugi Cho’u,! I had dinner with him at a restaurant. 
Several telegrams came. 


25 March 1877 Fair. I went to the Palace at 9. At 10 the Em- 
peror rode on horseback around the city of Kyoto, and inspected 
its condition. (He took a short rest at the ... school. At 12 he 
returned to the Palace. I was ordered to attend on him during 
the ride. A few days ago I suggested that the Emperor take a 
horseback ride around the city, despite a bit of wind or snow; 


V Shònin lA. 


1? Cho^u, "Listening to the Rain," was a literary name of Kido's good friend, Sugi 
Magoshichivo, 
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and he adopted my proposal, and announced his intention of 
doing so today. The road was muddy, and the mud splattered 
on his clothing, something which has not happened in several 
hundred years. At 3 I withdrew from the Palace. I visited Prime 
Minister Sanjo; from there I went to Makimura's, then I visited 
Komuro Nobuo and Nishikawa Hajime, and had a drink at the 
Yorozutei, where Makimura Masanao and Akizuki Tanetatsu 
were. Narushima Ryühoku!? came to visit. A telegram arrived, 
reporting that the Imperial Army has attacked the rebel redoubt 
at Taneyama, and seized more than ten batteries. [One and a 
half lines are blank.] 
(Note) I returned to my inn after 11. 


26 March 1877 Fair. Komuro Nobuo and Nishikawa Hajime 
came to visit; and Nobuo is hurriedly returning to Tokyo today. 
I went to the Imperial Palace at 10. Prime Minister Sanjo and I 
went before the Emperor to propose that he take a one-day trip 
to Osaka to give personal recognition to the wounded soldiers 
for their services, and to review the remaining soldiers at the 
Osaka garrison performing close-order drill. The Emperor decided 
at once to do this; and we were ordered to make the necessary 
arrangements which we began promptly. I communicated with 
Lieutenant General Torio in Osaka confidentially, and he sent 
back word that the situation is confused there at the moment—a 
very inconvenient thing for us. 

Narushima Ryühoku came to visit. We went to the Hasshin 
for the noon meal, had a few drinks and talked, spending more 
than seven hours in conversation. I returned to my inn for a while, 
then I got caught in the rain when I went for a stroll. Several 
telegrams arrived. 


27 March 1877 Fair. Katsura Haruzo and his son, Katsura 
Shinzo, came to talk. (They had also come yesterday.) We had a 
long discussion about the affairs of the household of Katsura Uta. 


13 Narushima Ryühoku (1837-1884) was a prominent Bakufu retainer who adjusted 
to the new era by becoming a newspaperman. A Confucian scholar who moved up to 
be Vice Finance Minister to the Bakufu in 1868, Narushima travelled in Americ: 
Europe before heading up the Chdya Shimbun in 1974. In journalism Narushi 
his mark with sharply honed attacks on “clan government," i.e, the Meiji government 
dominated by Satsuma and Choshü men, It is interesting that Kido socialized with a 
man from the opposition, 
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I once gave some financial assistance to Uta, but he is a most 
unreliable man. In the end, his debts piled up like a mountain, 
so the two of them came to consult me about it. At this time of 
crisis, when I have disregarded my own health and family to 
worry myself about affairs of state, I have no time to look after 
other people’s household affairs. Consequently, I entrusted the 
problem to Sugi Magoshichiro. Nambu Kazumasa came in from 
Tokyo; now he is one of the Imperial Physicians being sent to the 
battlefront. He brought a letter from my family in Tokyo. Ito 
Hosei came to give me medical treatment. 

I went down to Osaka on the 4:55 train (after visiting Cho 
Sansu on the way to the station), and I arrived in Osaka at 6:10. 
I went directly to visit Torio Koyata, and I told him that the 
Emperor will visit Osaka soon. I visited Okubo Toshimichi, and 
returned to my inn at 9. Ito Hirobumi came to talk. Letters 
arrived from my home in Tokyo, Tanaka Fujimaro, Fujii Yasoe, 
Fujii Seitaro, Harada Isoemon, and Yoshitomi Kan'ichi. A Higo 
man, Urada Genshō, has written me three times deploring the 
way things are going (much of it in regard to the Kyushu up- 
rising). Several telegrams have arrived; and, although a number 
of rebel forts have been taken in the fighting around Kidome 
and Ueki, there is no report that the road into the garrison has 
been opened. Nor has a definite report come from the Yatsushiro 
front. Earlier there were reports that wounded rebel soldiers are 
making their way back to their home prefecture from the Yatsu- 
shiro and Hyüga fronts, that the rebels are still recruiting soldiers 
and raising funds, and that—after the Imperial Envoy returned 
to Kyoto—the country was in just as much rebellion as before. 


28 March 1877 Fair. Takeda Shumpü, Kajiyama Teisuke, 
Hasegawa Taemon, and Nakai Aizō came to talk. I have been 
feeling unwell recently. After 12 I took some exercise, and visited 
Fukui Heibei at ... minami in Shimotera-chó to express my 
gratitude to him, (The year before last he took care of my late 
younger sister Haruko who stayed at his house until her death.) 
Takada and Hasegawa came along with me. On the way back 
we stopped at the nurseryman's, ... went to the Seigyoku, and 
I returned to my inn after 5, 

Several telegrams came, reporting that about 500 shizoku in 
Fukuoka appeared to be ready to rise, We took prompt steps to 
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suppress them. Letters arrived from Sugi Magoshichiro and Hi- 
raoka Michiyoshi. 


29 March 1877 Cloudy. Visitors came throughout the day. 
Among the telegrams was one which reported on the fighting 
around Kidome and Ueki. There were a great many casualties in 
Kidome, and we have been unable to take the forts in that area, 
and have withdrawn to the earlier battle line. I can imagine the 
desperate fighting going on there, and believe that we must plan 
our strategy for the future, so discussed it with Ito Hirobumi. 
This morning Okubo Toshimichi came to talk; and Nakano 
Goichi also came to visit. 

At night a letter arrived from Torio. In regard to the Imperial 
visit which we have discussed in the past, I believe that it should 
be undertaken without delay, since the troops stationed in Osaka 
are soon to be dispatched to the front. I proposed this to Kyoto 
by telegram. 


30 March 1877 Rain. Last night I turned over in my mind the 
fact that we must develop a plan for dealing with the Kyushu 
situation hereafter, and I could hardly get a wink of sleep. Con- 
sequently, I put my ideas in writing. Further, as a letter came from 
Minister of the Right Iwakura, I put down my opinions on the 
matters which he called to my attention, and requested that the 
gentlemen of the government make a decision on them. At 11 I 
had an engagement with Hojo Takei to go to Isoya Soyo's house 
for the midday meal. Then I went up to Kyoto on the 1:40 train, 
and went directly to the Palace from the station, to make a report 
on the Imperial visit to Osaka. After leaving the Palace I went 
to see Prime Minister Sanjo, Makimura, and Kunisada, returning 
to my inn to go to bed at 12. 
(Note) Isoya lives on Yodoya Lane. 


31 March 1877 Fair. At 7 I went to the Palace. The Imperial 
party had already left, so I went to the railway station and began 
my attendance on the Emperor there for the trip to Osaka, where 
we arrived at 9:20. The Emperor rode horseback from the station 
to the Osaka garrison where he inspected the officers’ hospital, 
and took a short rest. Afterwards the garrison troops passed in 
review for His Majesty. (There were more than three battalions, 
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two of which are to be dispatched to the front today together with 
four guns and their mounts. One of the battalions consists of 
recruits who are in their prime, and their spirit was especially 
high. This group is headed for the Udo front.) 

Afterwards the Emperor made a tour of the hospital for en- 
listed men. (Out of 670 wounded men here, 300 arrived today. 
Further there were seventy men who had been wounded in the 
Kumamoto garrison during the Jimpüren rising last year. All 
had suffered serious injuries, but the wounds of most have now 
healed. The Emperor also inspected them.) After this the Em- 
peror had his noon meal in the place prepared for his relaxation, 
and left for the railway station at 2. Okubo and Ito welcomed 
the Emperor today, and sent him off. They consulted me about 
the return of Yanagihara, member of the Chamber of Elders, 
to Tokyo in connection with the trial of Nakahara... , and about 
the proposal which I made yesterday. 

The Emperor returned to Kyoto on the 3:40 train. There I 
withdrew from the Palace at 6; and I stayed at Hojo Tai'ei's 
tonight. Today the Emperor presented me with saké, fish, and 
cakes in recognition of my services in going to Osaka to work day 
and night on the dispatch of the expeditionary force. 


April 


1 April 1877 Fair. At 9 I went to Prime Minister Sanjo’s place, 
and discussed exhaustively the matter of the return of Yanagi- 
hara, member, Chamber of Elders, to Tokyo, and talked about 
several other current problems. From there I went directly to the 
Palace to report to the Throne. To Yanagihara I gave my opin- 
ions on several matters that came up in the Cabinet meeting; and 
Tentrusted him with a message for Minister of the Right Iwakura. 
I gave Toda Saburoó and Kagawa Keizo my opinions on how 
several matters are developing, and I entrusted them with these. 
Naturally the things with which I entrusted them were different 
from those I had asked Yanagihara to handle. These are pre- 
cautions which I am taking in the event of something untoward 
happening in Kyushu. Then I withdrew from the Palace. I called 
on Lord Mori, and had the midday meal with him. From there 
I went to Makimura's house to see Kawada Kagetomo.? Some 
time ago he had informed me of a request from some Inaba men 
to fight in Kyushu, and today he talked about dispatching them. 
Kagetomo's proposal is commendable, so I promised to do what 
I can to help. Kagetomo also informed me about the matter of the 
retired Lord Ikeda; and I shall work to enable the Lord to stay 
in Kyoto as he wishes. On the way back I went to Prime Min- 
ister Sanjo’s place, and returned to my inn at 5. 

Nakajima Nobuyuki came to visit in connection with the 
'Tosa situation; and he confided in me on several matters. Secre- 
tary? Nakamura came to visit in regard to the Kii question. Con- 
sequently, I went to Prime Minister Sanjo's again, and had a 


1 Yanagihara was the court noble who had specialized in diplomacy, having rep- 
resented Japan in both Peking and St. Petersburg. In 1877 Yanagihara headed a 
mission from the central government to Satsuma. 


? Kawada Kagetomo was a loyalist from Inaba. He had been stationed in Kyoto 
from his domain, and fought for Clhoshü against the Bakufu in the 1860s, 
9 Shokikan MET was the new name for offices of sub-ministerial level in the execu» 


tive departments, 
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long talk him about this problem, then returned to my inn. Two 
letters arrived from Prime Minister Sanjo, reporting that the 
shizoku of Nakatsu had risen, killed sub-prefectural officials, 
seized money, and fled toward Oita prefecture. Their number is 
about one hundred. 

(Note) Sugi Magoshichiro came to Makimura's to see me. 


2 April 1877 Cloudy. Nakajima Nobuyuki came to talk. I went 
down to Osaka on the 10:55 train. The performance of the 
Imperial Army in recent days has differed substantially from our 
expectations at the beginning, as I see it. If this situation con- 
tinues for ten more days, the Kumamoto garrison may fall. If that 
happens, it is difficult to know how the situation in the nation may 
change. At present the prefectures have quieted down; but we 
must be prepared with counterplans in case things go wrong. 
Consequently, I discussed my six-point proposal with Okubo, 
Ito, and Torio. They all agreed with my proprosal, so we shall 
start working on it at once. Makimura Masanao came down from 
Kyoto in connection with the matter which I had entrusted to 
him last night concerning the movements of shizoku in Wakaya- 
ma, Hikone, Tottori, Tamba, and Tango. Fukuchi Gen'ichiro 
who has returned from the battlefront in Kyushu gave me a de- 
tailed report on the present situation there. . . . I visited Tsukuda 
Motokiyo to discuss the matter of Hagi castletown. Chamberlain 
Kataoka and Ogi, an official of the 9th rank, are being dispatched 
to the battlefront in Yatsushiro; and they came to talk with me. 
I sent a letter to Yamada Akiyoshi. .. . Magobei returned from 
Tokyo, and brought me letters from my home, from Harada 
Isoemon, Sdbei, and Kawase Shinko. 


3 April 1877 Fair. Okubo Toshimichi and Ito Hirobumi came. 
As there have been some miscalculations the last few days, I 
strongly hope that the government will give attention to the worst 
possible developments, and make preparations for handling them. 
Its members, however, to my great regret, swing from depression 
to euphoria in an instant, The plan on behalf of which I busied 
myself all day yesterday, and on which a tentative decsion was 
reached, was wrecked because of a single telegram from Udo, 
and this was not even a report of a decisive victory. Even if it be 
considered a minor victory, the enemy has retreated to a position 
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at Kawajiri with the ultimate intention of fighting a major de- 
fensive action at the Midori River. We must not hold them in 
contempt. Fukuchi Gen'ichiro and Narushima Ryühoku came to 
walk with me. Kono Togama who has recently returned from 
Kochi told me about the current situation there. Togama is soon 
to be dispatched to Kyushu to join the staff of the Commander- 
in-Chief, and to serve also as judge. Nakajima Nobuyuki and... 
came to talk. I went to Torio Koyata's place, and I find that the 
decision about the matter which I discussed with him last night 
has gone altogether against my position. Okubo and Ité have 
changed their minds; and my efforts have come to naught. Here 
is an example of the saying “The promises of yesterday are as 
ephemeral as smoke.” It is strange that telegrams should change 
minds in this way. I alone have lost face in this affair. . . . Several 
telegrams arrived. 

I went to Okubo's, but he was away. I put down in writing 
the feelings which I can no longer suppress. A letter came from 
Minister of the Right Iwakura. 


4 April 1877 Fair. Visitors without a break. A letter arrived 
from Prime Minister Sanjo. I went up to Kyoto on the 12:40 
train, aboard which were Nakamura Koki and Sakuma Kazu- 
suke. After arriving I went directly to Prime Minister Sanjo's to 
tell him my ideas on recruitment of the ablest soldiers and other 
things. From there I met Makimura Masanao and went with 
him to the Secretariat! where Nakajima Nobuyuki joined us. I 
went to Prime Minister Sanjo’s again to continue our discussion, 
and then I went to Makimura Masanao's to confer with Kawada 
Kagetomo. We completed our talk which began several days 
ago. I sent a letter to Okubo and Ito today. Then I wrote to 
Okubo and Itd again intending to send Matataro out with the 
letter tomorrow evening. After 11 I went to Hojo's to stay for the 
night. 


5 April 1877 Fair. I went to Makimura's at 10, and from there 
to the Palace. Prime Minister Sanjo came to the Palace. In ob- 
serving the present situation, I have made advance preparations 
these last few days in case the worst should happen. Consequent- 
ly, I instructed Kagawa Keizo to make secret... preparations 


^ Shokikan appears to be a place, not a person, in this instance, 
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for the Emperor to travel light. I withdrew at 1. I went to Maki- 
mura's again, and took the noon meal with Fukuchi Gen'ichiro. 
Toda Saburo came to see me. From there I went with Makimura 
to Tani Tesshin's place where we had a long talk about the direc- 
tion things are taking. Tani's views are not completely in accord 
mine. Makimura and I left there to go to see Miura Kyütaro 
whose views are substantially the same as mine with minor dif- 
ferences. I have gone about the city in this way to argue on behalf 
of a firm course for policy hereafter. Itó Hirobumi came up to 
Kyoto to visit me; and we went to the Ikegami for a long con- 
fidential talk. On the way back I visited Nakajima Nobuyuki, 
went to Makimura's again, visited Cho Sansu, met Sugi Mago- 
shichiro, and returned to my inn before 10. I entrusted Nakajima 
Nobuyuki with letters to Minister of the Right Iwakura, my 
family in Tokyo, Okudaira Nisui, Kawano Michinobu, and 
Harada Isoemon. 

Among the several telegrams which arrived, one reported that 
Miura Goro had launched a strong offensive from the Yamaga 
front, and finally reduced Tosu fort. This was the first news of 
victory in a long while. Now that we have reduced Kidome, and 
also Tosu, we must be approaching the garrison in full strength. 
This link-up of our forces will have an incalculable effect on the 
course of the war. Judging from the rate of advance of our armies 
up to the present, and the number of days it has taken, we must be 
careful about predicting when it will occur. I was very much 
pleased to be informed by Fukuchi the other day that Miura 
Goro's military camp, from his observations, maintains strict 
order, and is very different from other camps. Miura is a sincere 
man, reserved in speech, my true friend; and he reveres me as an 
elder brother. I have long deplored that his ability has remained 
undiscovered while sycophants of clever words were promoted in 
office. That today, when we face a formidable enemy, Miura's 
ability has become known to the world for the first time is not 


solely a matter for personal gratification, It is a stroke of good 
luck for all. 


6 April 1877 Fair, I went to Makimura's, and from there I 
went to the Palace, arriving at 10, Fukuchi Gen'ichiró accom- 
panied me; and he was summoned into the Emperor's presence 
to give a detailed report to the Throne on his observations of the 
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state of the war, the relative strength of the Imperial Army, the 
condition of the enemy troops, the achievements of the officers, 
the terrain, and the hardships of the people.® Listening in at- 
tendance on His Majesty were Imperial Household officials of 
sonin rank and above, kazoku of the Musk Hall level, Makimura 
Masanao, and Toda Saburo. Prime Minister Sanjo and I sat to 
the left and right of the Throne on the elevated platform; and we 
questioned the speaker about ambiguous points. I withdrew at 2. 
I visited Mayahara Akira, and consulted him on the matter of the 
provisional court in Kyushu. I called on Lord Mori, and briefed 
him on the present situation; then I went to Cho Sansu's place. 
He presented me with the four seals which I had entrusted to him 
the other day: a seal of alabaster with red dots of old material 
about one inch square with four characters “Kido Takayoshi,” 
a small seal of old yellow alabaster with two characters for 
“Takayoshi”; one with four characters for "Kiko Sogiku";5 
and one with four characters inscribed ‘‘First to worry about the 
world's troubles, the last to enjoy its pleasures."'? 

That Cho made this present consoled me in the midst of these 
wartime troubles. I then went to Makimura's, visited Sahata's 
family, and returned to my inn at 7. Letters arrived from Prime 
Minister Sanjo and Makimura. During my absence from home, 
visitors had come continuously. This evening Prime Minister 
Sanjo and I explained to the Emperor the general situation in the 
country, and we made our earnest request to him to act to inspire 
the people. We did this for the sake of the people of the nation. 
Several telegrams arrived. 


7 April 1877 Fair. In response to a letter from Prime Minister 
Sanjo I went to the Palace at 9. Several days ago we made plans 
to have the Prime Minister make an oral notification to the 
governors of prefectures which formerly were rated at 100,000 
koku or more of a proclamation for the recruitment of able- 


5 Fukuchi Gen'ichiro (1841-1906) was the first journalist to report news directly 
from the war front. He was editor of the Nichi Nichi Shimbun, 1874-1878. Kido had 
gotten to know Fukuchi well during the time the two served with the Iwakura Mission 
in America and Europe. 

5 Kiko Sogiku RAMA. 

7 This is a traditional Confucian motto for the dedicated statesman, The concept 
originally was a Buddhist idea which was incorporated into the Neo-Confucianism of 
Sung China (960-1279), 
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bodied men as soldiers. We had a confidential discussion of the 
proposal. Several telegrams arrived, reporting that the peasant 
rising in Oita prefecture has been joined by shizoku and is not yet 
suppressed. Before 11 I withdrew from the Palace. I went to 
Makimura's for a long, relaxed talk. Sugi Magoshichiro and 
Cho came looking for me. I visited Machida Hisanari, but he 
was absent, so I went directly back to my inn. 


8 April 1877 Rain. At 11 I went with Kunishige Masafumi and 
Hojo Tahei to Saga to visit Yamanaka Shizu'itsu. The band of 
red flowers across Arashiyama have not yet come out, but one 
old tree was about to blossom. Those who braved the rain to 
come to his place were not the common sort. We discussed his 
antiques, and looked at some old calligraphy. (There were two 
framed pieces with Chinese poems on the grace of heaven by Chin 
Shih-fu8 and a long scroll by Wang Ssu-jen.?) We talked about 
old times and the present, with a few drinks, for about four hours; 
and I returned to my inn after 5. I wanted to go down to Osaka 
tonight, and had made preparations for the trip; but Sugi Mago- 
shichiró and Cho Sansu came to talk, and so I spent the night 
in Kyoto. .. . Machida Hisanari came to visit. 


9 April 1877 Rain. I went down to Osaka on the 6:40 train. 
Prime Minister Sanjo also went down to Osaka to call on the 
soldiers at the hospital, so I went to his inn, the Naka. At 11 I 
returned to my inn. Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, Oe Taku, and ... 
came to talk. Katsura Shunzo and his son, Katsura Josuke, came 
to tell me of the destitution among shizoku of Hagi castletown. 
After three I went to Prime Minister Sanjo's inn, the Naka, for a 
conference on the Kyushu provisional court for offenders against 
the state.10 After 4 I returned to my inn. .. . Letters came from 
Tanaka Fujimaro and my nephew, Yoshisuke. I had heard re- 
ports of Oshima Tomonojo’s illness since last year, but I was 
unaware that he is recuperating in my neighborhood. I learned 
of it for the first time when I happened to meet his retainer today; 
so at night I went to inquire after his health. I have known 
"'omonojó!! for ten years. 


! Chin Shih- Zr f. 

? Wang Siuden T AME: 

10 Kokujihan Ay Rinji Saibansho QS Ju HOT ML AR 

! Ovhima Tomonajð (1026-1082) had been a loyal in "Tsüshima domain, and 
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10 April 1877 Rain all day. Takasaki Seif, who was dispatched 
to the war front last month to give recognition to those who 
gave distinguished service, returned to Osaka last night; and he 
told me about the situation at the front, and the recent condition 
of things in Kagoshima. He says that the whole of Kagoshima is 
rebel territory now. When Licutenant General Kuroda went down 
there, he destroyed arsenals, and disposed of any ammunition 
he could find. But after he withdrew, the situation returned to 
what it was earlier; and a certain Ikebe and a certain Beppu raised 
1,500 men and set out for the Yatsushiro front. He says that when 
the Imperial Envoy and Lieutenant General Kuroda were in 
Kagoshima, Ikebe and Beppu were in hiding. Further, when Lieu- 
tenant General Kuroda went to Kagoshima to meet Shimazu 
Hisamitsu and his son, the General was treated exactly as if he 
were still a retainer, and could not sit on the same level with 
Shimazu. Hisamitsu waited for him in a haughty manner.!? This 
is a very deplorable thing from the standpoint of the Imperial 
government; and that is why I proposed sending Major General 
Yamada to Kagoshima in the first place. The decision we came 
to some time ago was changed around completely by the personal 
relationships involved. If Lieutenant General Kuroda should 
meet Hisamitsu and his son as a private individual, it is proper 
that Kuroda should greet him with the utmost courtesy because 
of their old relationship. But to behave like this when Kuroda had 
gone to Kagoshima under Imperial orders and through his own 
request in order to clarify that one’s highest loyalty is to the 
national state seems as if it were deliberate disobedience to the 
Emperor. At present, not a single one of the purposes of the Im- 
perial government has been accomplished. Kagoshima haying 
made such a move as this has prolonged the hardships which the 
people will have to endure. This is the most regrettable thing 
that has happened in my lifetime. Once I proposed that we dis- 
patch a large force to Kagoshima with all speed; but Torio flatly 
refused to do this on the grounds that it would harden the rebels’ 
determination, and would accomplish nothing. But the problem 
of Kagoshima, with its arms and with its ammunition, does not 


turned opinion to the pro-Emperor cause in 1862 in that insular domain, 

12 Instead of going out to meet the envoy from the Emperor, as protocol required, 
Hisamitsii waited in his castle, then took a seat on a higher level than Kuroda, an 
exeSatiuma samurai, 
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allow us to delay any more. I tried my best to make a start on my 
plan for speedy dispatch of troops, but the majority was not with 
me. From what I heard from Takasaki today the battle for Higo 
is proving more difficult than the rebels expected. After the fight- 
ing started they shipped in an enormous amount of ammunition, 
having brought along a very small quantity at first. . .. He said 
that most of the guns were sent in afterwards. As Takasaki left 
the battlefront before Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, he had little new to 
report. 

(One line is blank.) 

Mayahara Akira . . . (The following is blank.) 

(Note) The number of casualties which Takasaki reported from 
his battlefield investigation was 7,340. 


11 April 1877 Fair. Letters arrived from Inoue Yoichi and Date 
Muneshiro. As Kono Togama is being dispatched to the Kyushu 
provisional court for offenses against the state, he came to bid 
farewell. I then went to Kono's inn at 3, but he had already de- 
parted. I went to the houses of Tsukuda Motokiyo and Watanabe 
Noboru, and returned to my inn at 7. Hijikata Hisamoto who 
had come in from Tokyo dropped by to see me in my absence, 
so I visited him at his inn. When I realized how much company 
he had I left without announcing myself. I called on Oshima 
Jisui, and returned home to bed at 11. Although one or two tele- 
grams came, they did not give precise or detailed information 
about the battlefront. I worry day and night in vain. 

Several telegrams came from the Udo front in the middle of the 
night reporting that, on the 8th, Major Oku led a battalion of 
garrison troops, pushed through the rebel forces, crossed the 
Midori River upstream, and joined up with the Imperial Army. 
He says that there is food—rice gruel, millet, and bread—enough 
to last until the 20th in the castle. ... The Imperial Army on 
this front is gradually advancing, and winning 70 to 80 percent 
of its battles. It is becoming more and more urgent that we link 
up with the garrison. 

Because of the above situation, there is strong pressure for 
reinforcements, 


12 April 1877 Fair, Mutsu Munemitsu came to talk, coming in 
from Tokyo last night, Hijikata Hisamoto came to deliver to me 
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Minister of the Right Iwakura's message and letter, a letter from 
Yanagihara of the Chamber of Elders, and Prime Minister San- 
jo’s message which was entrusted to him in Kyoto. As sending 
reinforcements to the Udo front is that most urgent matter facing 
us anywhere right now, I was impatient to notify the Chief of 
Staff of the Imperial Headquarters of the fact immediately. When 
I inquired, I was told that a telegram had already been sent to 
headquarters. As I reflect back on events up to now, I am aware 
that if one presses to gain personal distinction at the expense of 
the general interest, one will bring hardships to the people and 
casualties by the thousands to the troops, consequently leaving 
behind a great deal of damage to the nation. I myself am deeply 
worried about this situation. Uneasy about it, I gave my opinions 
to Okubo Toshimichi in some detail. I regret exceedingly that 
this matter is outside my authority, so that I cannot devote myself 
to it. 

I have recovered slightly from my recent illness; so I took a 
walk to Momobayashi and went to the Tennoji temple,!3 climbed 
up into the pagoda, and enjoyed a view of the neighborhood, 
returning to my inn before 6. Machida Hisanari came to talk. I 
went to Utsumi Tadakatsu’s at night; Matsumoto Teizo was 
present, and we all had a long talk. 

(Note) Mitoya . . . brought a letter from the Udo battlefront. 

Hojo Tahei came. 


13 April 1877 Fair. Hijikata Hisamoto came to talk; and, as 
he goes to Tokyo today, I requested that he take my letters to 
Tokudaiji Sanenori and Date Munenari. Ito Hosei who came 
from Tokyo examined me and gave me some medicine. Kawase 
Hideji came to talk. Torio's telegram in reply to the order from 
Osaka to send troops to the Udo front read: 
We shall comply with your Order No. 8. 

As we have decided on a plan of attack for 

the near future here, we request your 

approval of it. 
The remainder was unclear as to meaning. Since yesterday my 
worries about the situation have intensified, so I started a discus- 
sion of it... . After 2 I strolled from the Dójima area to the Ma- 
tsushima neighborhood. Utsumi Tadakatsu came to talk; and we 


18 The 'Tenndji temple was originally built by Prince Shotoku in Osaka in 503, 
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took a walk together, going to the house of Kano in Fushimi-cho. 
At 10 I returned to my inn... . Several telegrams arrived, one 
of which reported that Yamada Akiyoshi had made a bridge of 
boats, and his army had crossed the Kawajiri River on it. (This 
happened on the 12th.) The telegram also reported that Kawaji 
Toshiyoshi’s force had taken over Mifune town. 

A letter arrived from Makimura Masanao. 


14 April 1877 Fair. I went to Kobe on the 10 o'clock train, and 
visited Hayashi Tomoyuki; we went together to the Gaikokutei 
and dined there. Tomoyuki discussed his investigation of the in- 
ternal situation in Satsuma since last winter. From there we went 
to worship at the Nanko shrine and stopped in at the foreign 
shop at No. 1615 on the way back. We happened to meet Nagaoka 
Seisuke, and he came along with me. I purchased a foreign hat 
and a detachable collar, then went to the railway station. The 
two of them came to see me off. I happened to meet Fujita Tsu- 
kasu who had come to Osaka from Tokyo. He informed me about 
Kawabe Motosada's personal problems, and it left me in a state 
of agitation. I arrived at Osaka Station at 5, and on the way back 
home I ran into Fukuchi Gen'ichiro who had unexpectedly been 
ordered back to Kyushu. We stood and talked for a while. Kubota 
Kan'ichi is going with Fukuchi. Sano, member of the Chamber 
of Elders, came to talk (having arrived from Tokyo today). Several 
telegrams came. 


15 April 1877 Fair. Mutsu Munemitsu came to talk. So did 
Okubo Toshimichi, who discussed disaster relief for the Higo 
people who have had their houses burned down or destroyed. 
Even though I wanted to give him my opinion, the draft of the 
edict had already been prepared, so that not a single word could 
be inserted; therefore, I had to affix my seal to it as it was. After 
5 I went to Shigeno Kiyohide's place, but he was absent. I re- 
turned to my inn for a time, then visited Utsumi Tadakatsu after 
8, and returned to my inn at 10. More than ten telegrams came, 
reporting that the forces led by Yamada Akiyoshi had attacked 


Kawajiri yesterday, the 14th, and put the rebels to flight. Lieu- 
' Kido often repaired to the shrine in honor of Kusunoki Mawsashige (1294-1336), 
the premier Emperor loyalist of all time, 


"Thin wan in Motomachi in the Kobe foreign settlement, 
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tenant Colonel Yamanaka led a company into the castle, and for 
the first time effected a link-up. Therefore, the rebels in Kidome, 
Ueki, and Tosu were put to rout, with the Imperial Army in 
pursuit. In addition, it made connections with Kumamoto Castle 
as the forces fighting in front and in the rear joined there. The 
siege of the castle had lasted for fifty days. [Below blank.] 

(Note) Yamada Akiyoshi's telegram arrived. 


16 April 1877 Fair. Ozaki Saburo and Hijikata Hisamoto came 
to talk. Several telegrams arrived, reporting that rice and other 
needed provisions had been transported into Kumamoto Castle, 
and that the various armies had all been assembled at Kuma- 
moto, and that sentries had been posted around the city. The 
rebels were reported to have fled in the direction of Kiyama and 
Yabe.... Nishikawa Hajime came to talk. At 5 Utsumi Tadakatsu 
invited me to go with him to Takahashi... to request a medical 
diagnosis for me. Letters arrived from Sugi Magoshichiro and 
Okudaira Shosuke. k 

(Note) Letters came from Yanagihara ... and Nakajima No- 
buyuki. 


17 April 1877 Cloudy, turning to rain. Narushima Ryühoku 
brought over Takahashi.... Mutsu Munemitsu and Hayashi 
Tomoyuki came to talk. Several telegrams came, reporting that 
no trace of the rebels has been found, but we imagine that they 
fled down the Hyüga road. A letter arrived from Kagawa Keizo. 
Ito Hosei came to give me medical treatment. Fujita Denzaburo 
came; and tonight I took a Koryó tea bowl! and material for 
making seals from Bunzokyo to Denzaburo's place. On the way 
back I visited Utsumi. , 

Deep into the night I thought about our troubled times; year 
after year blood flows, and the people are in distress. We must 
reflect on the source of these difficulties. But the men who govern 
the country have grown accustomed to their long-practiced 
abuses, and none shows signs of self-examination. Deploring this 
deeply, I frequently expressed my opinions to the Prime Minister 
that the administration should become more stable so that the 
people can live in peace. But not one-tenth of what I said has 


16 This Korean tea bowl was produced during the Koryó dynasty (935-1392), 
perhaps of celadon, 
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gotten through to him. A calamity has occurred in Kyushu; but 
we have only completed the first stage of the work of controlling 
it today. Consequently, when I reflect on the unhappiness and 
harm that will come to our people in the future, I am depressed. 

Now that the link-up with Kumamoto Castle has taken place 
today, the government has become too relaxed. If the rebels hold 
their ground in the Hyüga area; and, if the war drags on, the 
people are bound to suffer. The other day I told Okubo Toshimi- 
chi that we ought to send troops into Hyüga to get control of 
guns and ammunition there, and to prevent the rebels from main- 
taining an independent power basc. Toshimichi agreed with me. 
I do not know whether this policy has been carried out yet. 

(Note) I sent letters to my family in Tokyo, to Hiraoka Michi- 
yoshi, Okudaira Shosuke, and Fujii Yasoe. 


18 April 1877 Takahashi Seijun came to give me medical treat- 
ment. Ito Hirobumi and Utsumi Tadakatsu came to talk. I went 
to Kyoto on the 1:50 train. There I called on Makimura Masanao, 
and went directly to Prime Minister Sanjó's inn for a long discus- 
sion with him. Once, at the cabinet conference on the dispatch of 
an Imperial Envoy to Shimazu Hisamitsu, I argued that it was 
not proper to send an envoy because I feared that it would make 
his offense more grave, and tarnish the dignity of the Imperial 
government, inasmuch as Hisamitsu's views and character are 
widely known. The Imperial Envoy plan was approved, however, 
because there was general sentiment for it at that time. Hisamitsu’s 
son ... has just arrived in Kyoto; but Hisamitsu, as was to be 
expected, has committed still another offense by not coming.!? If 
the Imperial government cannot call him to account, Imperial 
authority will inevitably diminish. I am deeply worried about it. 
As was mentioned in Hisamitsu's letter, shizoku and peasants are 
shedding their blood year after year. On this point I also have 
often demanded that the gentlemen in government reconsider 
their policies. But I am not yet ready to believe that what Hisami- 
tsu says and what he truly believes are one and the same. The 
report which has come to me is that the shizoku and the prefectural 
officials have always oppressed the common people of Satsuma, 


and have treated them harshly. Hisamitsu and his son contend 
V Shimazu Hisamitiu had promised the Imperial Envoy that he would come to 
‘Tokyo and apologive to the Fmperor, 
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that responsibility for oppression lies with the national govern- 
ment, rather than the local authority, but I have never yet heard 
that they have made the slightest effort to prevent oppression. 
Nor have I heard that they have given any advice to the prefec- 
tural officials. Most of what they have to say in their present 
letter is idle talk. The Home Ministry has supervised all of the 
other prefectures closely, but it has allowed Kagoshima prefecture 
to be a sort of an independent country. Since I was enraged at 
this for what it did to the Imperial government, I frequently 
presented memorials on the subject, and argued for my opinions, 
but more than nine times out of ten the decision went contrary to 
my wishes. It goes without saying that the Home Ministry officials 
are a brazen lot. One can detect the mood of the government 
generally from their attitude. And they are greedy for personal 
gain, Although they worked on behalf of the Imperial government 
as individuals, their efforts can hardly be reported to the Throne 
as distinguished service—I am ashamed to face the nation with 
it. Abuses derive from the fact that men with records as meri- 
torious subjects monopolize the senior positions; they have blocked 
the path for proper advancement for others. Low-ranking officials 
who do obtain promotion do it through flattery of their superiors. 
Even if they deny that they engaged in flattery for that purpose, 
I have evidence to the contrary. During the past ten days I have 
suffered terribly from the pain in my chest. When I reflect on 
what lies ahead, I cannot control my feelings. On the way back 
I paid my respects to Lord Mori, and returned to my room at 
Hojo's directly from there. Makimura Masanao came to talk. A 
letter arrived from the Imperial Household Minister today, to 
the effect that because of my continuous labor in the Imperial 
service the Emperor has made me a gift of two cases of grape 
wine and a large box of cakes and food. A telegram arrived, re- 
porting that the rebels are preparing a counterattack against the 
Imperial Army from their base at Yabe and Kiyama. 


19 April 1877 Fair. Sugi Magoshichiro and Okuma Shigenobu 
came to talk. (Shigenobu said that he had reached Osaka yester- 
day, and come to Kyoto today.) I learned about the present situa- 
tion in Tokyo from Shigenobu. A letter came from Shishido Ta- 
maki.. At 4 I went with Sugi by carriage to his inn; and at 6 I 
moved to my house in Dote-machi, Ozaki Saburó came to talk, 
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The chest pains from which I have been suffering the past few 
days became severe today. 

Nakajima Nobuyuki came to my home in my absence. Many 
other visitors came. 

(Note) A letter arrived from Kodama Shosuke. 


20 April 1877 Fair. Suzukawa Shinzo and Sahata Nobuyuki 
came to talk. (Shinzo who has returned from Yamaguchi prefec- 
ture brought me letters from Obata Heizan and Katayama Jie- 
mon.) Ito Hosei came to give me medical treatment. At 9 I paid 
a visit to Prince Sanjo, then visited Nakajima Nobuyuki, who was 
absent. From there I went directly to the Imperial Palace where 
I had an audience with the Emperor, and reported to him on the 
current situation. I discussed with the Imperial Household Min- 
ister the informal decision to have the Emperor return to Tokyo, 
and at 10 I withdrew from the Palace. With Sugi Magoshichiro 
and Cho Sansu I went to the San'yaso in Fushimi at the invitation 
of the Honganji temple. I forced myself to go today in compliance 
with my doctor's suggestion, but I became exhausted. 

Today the two Ikedas, both kazoku, told me that they are much 
worried about the Imperial government because of the Hisamitsu 
affair. The two men are quite sincere. Six visitors came to my 
house. 

(Note) Sahata brought me letters from my family in Tokyo, 
Okudaira Shosuke, and Yamao Yozo. I returned home at 7. 


21 April 1877 Fair. Those who came to talk were Sano Tsune- 
tami, Nakajima Nobuyuki, Makimura Masanao, Cho Taku, 
Mutsu Munemitsu, Yanagihara Sakimitsu, Nakano Goichi (who 
told me about the present situation in Ueki), Kajiyama Teisuke 
(from whom I heard about the current situation in Yamaguchi 
prefecture), Sahata Nobuyuki, Hijikata Hisamoto, and Suzukawa 
Shinzo. ... Tanabe Shinshichiro came to consult me about the 
recruitment of shizoku from the old Fukuyama!) domain as sol- 
diers, so I told him how things now stand. . . . Sugi Magoshichiro 
came to consult me about matters in the Imperial Household 
Ministry. I stayed in bed all day because of my illness. 


M Fukuyama had been a 110,000 koku domain under the Abe family, /udai, in Bingo 
province, part of presentsday. Hiroshima prefecture, 
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22 April 1877 Fair. Those who came to talk with me were 
Yanagihara Sakimitsu (who came to consult me about religious 
services for the Shindaishi), Hayashi Tomoyuki, Taniguchi Takao 
(who came to talk about the stipends of the shizoku of the former 
Zensho domain.!? Once I was informed of the general situation I 
could see that the appeal of the shizoku was reasonable. In the 
past the government has tended to dispose of matters differently 
depending on the strength of the shizoku’s domain, a tendency 
which I deeply deplore; hence, I want to help those who have 
a weak base when demands are reasonable.) Others who came 
were Mutsu Munemitsu (who gave me a detailed account of events 
since February), and Kawase Hideji (who will return to Tokyo 
soon, and to whom I gave my observations on production and 
other matters).... Ito Hosei came to give me medical treat- 
ment.... Prime Minister Sanjo came to talk about Shimazu 
Hisamitsu. Makimura Masanao and Takahashi Motoichi came 
to talk. ... Telegrams have been arriving since yesterday from 
Kuroda, the Chief of Staff, reporting that the battle for Mifune 
opened at 8 o'clock on the 20th. Kawaji attacked from the rear, 
Yamada from in front and at an angle, and Takashima provided 
support on the right flank. The rebels finally abandoned their 
fort, and suffered a great defeat. They even abandoned their 
dead as they took flight. The Imperial Army took over Mifune at 
9, seizing arms and ammunition, and taking the severed heads of 
a large number of enemy soldiers. On this front was a large con- 
tingent of Satsuma soldiers, and twenty-five platoons of men put 
up a stout defense of the fort. (The number of men in each platoon 
is uncertain.) At 12 the two forces of Yamada and Kawaji took 
Mount Iida, occupied Togama, and attacked Kiyama from the 
rear. The rebel morale was broken, it is reported. .. . At 4 a.m. 
on the 17th one battalion and one company of our forces opened 
the fighting at Ogiwara, Miyanohara, and Mukozaka, taking the 
rebels unaware so that they have abandoned their arms and am- 
munition. Rebel casualties were enormous; those of our troops 
numbered thirteen. At 7 p.m. our forces withdrew from Ogiwara 
after a successful engagement. ... According to a telegram dis- 
patched on the 21st, a man who sailed from Kagoshima on the 
19th reported, on arriving in Kiba, that Tabata, a government 
secretary, had committed suicide. (Although we do not know his 


19 Fudai, 60,000 koku, Honda family, Omi province (Shiga prefecture), 
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reasons, I wonder if he committed suicide after he realized that 
he was powerless to do anything to check the rebels. One is help- 
less when among the rebels if, even though he understands what 
is right, he lacks the ability to induce the people to follow him. If 
Tabata committed suicide under these circumstances, he is to be 
pitied.) 

Katsura Uemon returned to Kagoshima on business for the 
Finance Ministry, and recruited 3,000 soldiers under orders from 
the prefectural office, turning them over to the prefecture two or 
three days ago. 

Wounded soldiers are sent to Kagoshima, but on recovery they 
are immediately dispatched to the battlefront. 

Only news of the Imperial Army's major defeats reaches Kago- 
shima, which is a kind of a rebel headquarters. 


23 April 1877 Fair. Iwamura Michitoshi, who will be dispatched 
to Kagoshima prefecture in a few days, came to talk. I asked him 
to accompany Mimaki Morita there. Yano Fumio?? came to talk, 
and he told me that a person named Fujita Mokichi who had 
gone to the war front as a correspondent for the Hochi Shimbun is 
returning to Tokyo with a letter for Shinagawa Yajiro. Ito Hosei 
came to give me medical treatment. Hijikata Hisamoto came to 
talk about his forthcoming return to Tokyo. Others who came to 
talk with me were Ito Hirobumi, Sugi Magoshichiro, Kajiyama 
Teisuke, Izeki Yoshikiyo, Oka Moritomo, Makimura Masanao, 
Kunishige Masafumi, and Oka Yoshisuke. Hayashi Tomoyuki 
came to talk about his trip under orders to Kumamoto prefecture 
in a few days. 

(Note) Akiyoshi Sadaomi made me a present of baikazuke 
pickled plum blossoms. 


24 April 1877 Fair. Itó Hosei came to give me medical treat- 
ment, as I have been quite ill since yesterday. It is my devout 
wish that my bones be buried in Higashiyama.?! If I were to know 
that the disease in my chest is incurable, I would immediately 


decide to stay here in this place peacefully until I die.... Ota- 
9? Yano Fumio (1051-1931), a native of Saeki domain in Kyushu, made his mark in 
journalism, in polities, and in literature, He was later linked with Okuma Shigenobu 
in the Rikken Kaishinto, the progresive political party, 
M In fact he was buried there on the eastern side of Kyoto, on an eminence over- 
looking the city; 


490 DIARY OF KIDO TAKAYOSHI, III 


guro Korenobu came to talk, saying that he will return to Ku- 
mamoto. In his opinion the fair way to handle the relief funds is 
to have each district hold an assembly to discuss their disposition. 
He also said that the Kumamoto prefectural government lost 
the trust of the people because the former governor was not the 
right man for the post. I have always deplored our system for 
selecting local officials, but I have not yet been able to do anything 
about it. I do hope that more care will be exercised in the selec- 
tions of officials at this juncture. Two Satsuma men, Uchida 
Seifü and Yamamoto Magokuro, came to visit; and I met with 
them in spite of my illness. In the opinion of these two a ceasefire 
cannot be arranged now, as I have been saying. The origin of the 
present incident is as follows: Nakahara Hisao, upon his return to 
Ijūin village, was paid a visit by Taniguchi Togoro and a certain 
Kodama; and, after a friendly talkK, Nakahara agreed to use his 
influence to obtain a government post for Taniguchi. Later Na- 
kahara outlined in detail his plan to assassinate Saigo Takamori, 
and Taniguchi appeared to have agreed to it. To fully probe into 
Nakahara's intent, Taniguchi frequenily stayed overnight at 
Nakahara's; and one day Taniguchi pressed him with the observa- 
tion that to carry out such a scheme was a serious matter, and that 
Nakahara would never be able to do it. Whereupon, Nakahara 
revealed to Taniguchi the names of all of his associates. Taniguchi 
then told Saigo Takamori of this plan; and Takamori had Tani- 
guchi submit a written statement on it, and sent it around to the 
police. The police then arrested Nakahara and his associates im- 
mediately, and questioned them, and applied torture to get con- 
fessions. When news of the plot spread, not only the samurai of 
Kagoshima city, but the people in villages throughout the pro- 
vince became enraged, and joined Saigo's rebellion. The enmity 
of those who have lost a father, a son, a brother, or a husband 
will never be extinguished. Even if Saigo is tried under the na- 
tional laws for his actions, these people want the Imperial govern- 
ment to be fair and impartial in its judgment in the case of Naka- 
hara, and to clarify the matter as much as possible. If a judgment 
is rendered carelessly on Nakahara because he was tried at the 
time of the Saigo rebellion, the wives and daughters of Satsuma 
samurai will never be content, the two men told me. As they out- 
lined it, their view is not unreasonable. Nakahara's perversity had 
long been known to the world; and they expressed their view on 
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cessation of bostilities. The Imperial government would be lacking 
in compassion if it should dispose of this case without careful 
inquiry. Further, the trial should be absolutely impartial. Thus, 
I called Ozaki Saburo to send a memorial to the government 
on these matters, hoping that my views get through to Prime 
Minister Sanjo. 

In actual fact there have been nearly 20,000 casualties on both 
sides during this war. How many millions of yen worth of houses 
and property have been destroyed by fire is beyond calculation. 
The misery and distress of the people is truly a pitiable thing. And 
the origin of all this was nothing more than the suspicion that 
Okubo Toshimichi and Kawaji Toshiyoshi plotted the assassina- 
tion of Saigo Takamori and a few of his men. As a result of this 
Saigo Takamori led a huge army, fully equipped, in violation of 
the nation's highest law; and inevitably we shall have a judicial 
inquiry in conformity with our fundamental principles. But if 
only these men had demanded an explanation; their scheme 
would have stopped with the involvement of only a few people. 
If they had found out that their suspicions were groundless, they 
would have come to an understanding on the spot, and they would 
not have inflicted such pain and hardship on the people. What 
a terrible thing has happened! For that reason I want Okubo 
Toshimichi to resign as Home Minister, to acknowledge that the 
Imperial government has been partial to one section of the coun- 
try, and to do our best to develop a more rational administration. 
As Home Minister, Toshimichi had the prefectures observe the 
rules for internal administration very strictly. Kagoshima pre- 
fecture alone resembled an independent country, its political 
structure unreformed, in many ways just as it had been in the 
days of domain rule. This has stirred up a great deal of dissatisfac- 
tion among people in other prefectures. The year before last 
more than ten people submitted petitions to me urging fairness 
in this matter, I have always been deeply concerned about this 
particular issue; and I am ill at ease in a government which 
tolerates it. It is a flaw in the pattern of Imperial rule. I have 
often advanced my argument in the government, but never was 
I able to win agreement from the majority. Thus, I suggested to 
Toshimichi that, if he were to withdraw from his office altogether, 
reflect on the fact of the government's deference to Kagoshima, 
and press for absolute impartiality of administration by the cen- 


492 DIARY OF KIDO TAKAYOSHI, III 


tral government, Kagoshima would be moved on its own to 
revise its independent attitude. If by chance rebel actions should 
interfere with this, dealing with the problem firmly would be the 
appropriate duty of the government. Although I opened my 
heart to Toshimichi, hoping that he would exert himself on 
behalf of the nation at this juncture, I could not make him under- 
stand. And Toshimichi appears to be proud of his administrative 
skill. That is why his judgment differs from mine. Because I 
hoped so earnestly for peace within the nation, I committed the 
error of giving up my position as Imperial Councilor.? I regret 
it beyond words. Kunishige Masafumi and Ozaki Saburo came 
to talk. At night, rain. icd 

(Note) The public has no understanding of the situation in 
the Cabinet. Many believe that I can straighten things out in 
the Home Ministry, and correct favoritism in local administration 
single-handedly, and they take me to task for not doing it. But 
each time a decision is made in the Cabinet by the majority, 
my opinion comes to naught. Am I not a prisoner of the times? 
I can only grieve in vain at our prospects. 


25 April 1877 Rain. Ito Hosei came to give me medical treat- 
ment. Those who came to talk were Okubo Toshimichi, Sugi 
Magoshichiro, Nomi Ryüan (who attended on Prince Okimura),?? 
Makimura Masanao, and Takenaka Kanekazu. On Prince 
Sanjo’s orders, Ito Hirobumi came to talk with me about the 
Imperial reply to Hisamitsu and his son. I presented my dissent- 
ing view on the assassination incident, and requested that a fair 
trial be held. 


26 April 1877 Rain. There was a telegram reporting that the 
rebels have been cleared out of Yabe. According to Minister 
Enomoto's cable which was sent from St. Petersburg at 4:40 
p.m. on the 24th, the day before yesterday, and arrived at the 
Foreign Ministry in Tokyo at 11:30 a.m., the Russian Czar 
declared war today, the 25th, at Kishinev, and ordered the 
Russian army to invade Turkey. The telegram arrived last night. 


22 By giving up his position he lost control over Okubo. d 
23 pcs Okimaru was the heir to former Lord Mori Motonori, and succeeded to 
the headship of the house in 1897, He was known to history as Mori Motoakira (1865 


1938). 
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Ozaki Saburo, Makimura Masanao, Cho Sansu, and Iwakura 
Tomosada came to visit. ... Lord Mori came to visit, and con- 
sulted me about Prince Okimaru. Kawada Kagetomo who had 
gone to Inaba the other day told me about the recent situation 
there in detail. He is doing his best to exercise leadership over 
the shizoku.... I gave Sakuma Kazusuke some opinions which 
I had not expressed fully on the trial in Kagoshima, and had him 
present them to Prince Sanjo. Iwasa Jun came to visit, and to give 
me medical treatment, and some very earnest advice. ... Letters 
came from Matsu and Shojiro. 


27 April 1877 Cloudy. Letters arrived from home, from Hiraoka 
Michiyoshi, Shinagawa Yajiro, and Aoki Shüzo.... Sakuma 
Kazusuke came to talk further about the matter which we dis- 
cussed yesterday. ... Akamatsu Renjo and Sugi Magoshichiro 
came to talk. Hayashi Tomoyuki came to talk and to bid me 
farewell as he is leaving under official orders for Higo soon in 
connection with relief measures there. Damage from fire as a 
result of the war in Kumamoto and other places is estimated at 
1.5 million yen. It appears that about half of these were houses 
which were wrecked even though they were not burned. 


28 April 1877 Fair. southeast wind. Takahashi Motoichi came 
to talk. I summoned Hayashi Tomoyuki to tell him that the 
amount of the war relief grants shall be fixed for each district 
first, then the district will select several dozen representatives to 
distribute the money in accordance with their consensus, and 
I charged him expressly with avoiding mistakes in the adminis- 
tration of the program. Otaguro had given the same advice 
several days ago. Sugi Magoshichiro, Kunishige Masafumi, and 
Makimura Masanao came to talk. Ito Hósei came to give me 
medical treatment. 

(Note) A letter arrived from home. 


29 April 1877 Fair. A letter came from Minister of the Right 
Iwakura last night, Further, a letter arrived from Kashiwamura 
Makoto stating that Lord Mori wishes to hurry back to Tokyo 
in connection with the business of the Peers Bank. Lord Mori 
is in attendance on the Emperor, so he cannot request relief from 
his duties for personal reasons, I called Sakuma Kazusuke to 
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ask him to make the request to Prince Sanjo in confidence. (I 
did this because it is not desirable to cause trouble to the other 
Peers because of the Lord's delay in arrival, inasmuch as the 
Peers Bank involves a large number of kazoku.) Prince Sanjo 
consulted me about what to do regarding the Imperial return 
to Tokyo, since the government there has requested it repeatedly. 
I replied with my opinion that, although our forces have linked 
up with the Kumamoto garrison in Kyushu, the remaining 
strength of the rebels is not yet known, so I do not believe that it 
is proper to announce the Imperial return to Tokyo abruptly at 
this stage. It would be desirable to do it after making inquiry of 
the Prince whois Commander-in-Chief in Kyushu, and having his 
reassuring report to the Throne. Since the link-up at Kumamoto, 
there has been no definite report on the whereabouts of some 
cight to nine thousand rebels. If we pursue the rebels speedily, and 
run them down, they will not have time to recover their strength. 
But if we delay pursuit of them, the rebels will again establish 
themselves in a strong position, and give the Imperial Army a 
difficult time, creating hardship for the people. Although I ex- 
pressed a good deal of anxiety about this after the reduction of 
Kumamoto Castle, I could not put across my ideas as the matter 
was outside my jurisdiction. I grieved in vain, and held back my 
tears. I lament that everyone gives evidence of laxity now that 
the castle has been taken. ... Okuma Shigenobu and Ito Hiro- 
bumi came to talk about the Imperial return to Tokyo; and I 
answered them as I had Sanjo. Saigo Tsugumichi came to talk. 
As I had been deeply worried about Satsuma I called on Kawaji 
Toshiyoshi on 2 January of this year, and he informed me of 
the situation at that time. I also went to see Oyama . . . at dusk, 
in spite of the wind and snow, hoping to discuss the matter 
thoroughly; and Tsugumichi came to join us after a while. He 
assured me then that there was no trouble in Satsuma, and praised 
his elder brother, Takamori, as the wisest man in Satsuma. Hence, 
I could say nothing more, and returned home. Today Tsugumichi 
alluded to this incident, and I sympathized with him. From the 
start, however, I have not wanted him to hold an important 
military post. ... Kuroda Kiyotaka came to visit, reporting that 
he had arrived in Kyoto yesterday. He talked about the state of 
the war on the Yatsushiro front, of the accomplishments of Major 
Generals Kawaji and Takashima, and of the distinguished service 
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of Major General Yamada who carried out the attack on Kawa- 
jiri, and finally linked up with Kumamoto Castle. Meantime, 
Torio had sent a messenger with an Imperial order to withdraw 
troops from the Kawajiri front for use on the Ueki front, to take 
advantage of an opportunity which must not be lost. Chief of 
Staff Kuroda and the majors general were all distressed by this. 
When they were about to carry out the withdrawal, Kawamura 
of the headquarters staff, who had worked out the arrangements 
painstakingly from the beginning, went to Ueki (by steamship), 
and suspended the above-mentioned Imperial order. On the 14th, 
finally, the great achievement of linking up with the castle was 
reported to the Throne and, on the 15th, medicine, military ra- 
tions, and other things in short supply were transported into the 
castle by 200 oxen and horses; and on the evening of the same 
day the Imperial Army on the Ueki front entered the castle, 
Kuroda told me. (In the time of Toyotomi Hideyoshi, the generals 
in the Korean expedition saw only their own sectors, and sought 
personal distinction in fighting; very few had an understanding 
of the pattern of the whole campaign. But Kobayakawa did.% 
His like has not appeared in this war, for which I grieve. To whom 
can we appeal to correct this shortcoming? I am unable to save 
the situation, even as the people’s sufferings are increasing. Saigo 
Takamori was appointed General of the Armies once. He was 
open and aboveboard, but he did not have much depth of under- 
standing. Most of the shortcomings which developed later sprang 
out of schemes of the moment; they did not derive from long- 
range national policy, or from the principles of the Restoration. 
So in the Sth year of Meiji, in 1872, I sent a letter to War Min- 
ister Yamagata from England.) [The following line is blank.] 

Sugi Magoshichiro and Makimura Masanao came to visit. 
Today letters arrived from abroad from Inoue Kaoru and Kawase 
Masataka, and from within the country from Okudaira Shosuke, 
Yamao Yozo, and Nishijima Seiho. At 9 o'clock I felt very ill. 


30 April 1877 Fair. Warm, as if it were summer. Sakuma Ka- 
zusuke came from Prince Sanjo in regard to the request which I 


d Kobayakawa "Takakage (1582-1596) was the third son of Mori Motonari, and 
distinguished himself in the fighting in the sixteenth-century wars. Hideyoshi gave 
him the province of Chikuzen in 1587, Kobayakawa's valor during Hideyoshi's ill- 


fated Korea campaign of 1592-1590 was legendary, 
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made yesterday for the return of Lord Mori to Tokyo. Inoue 
Yoichi came, and Lord Mori arrived to talk, and we decided 
to do what Prince Sanjo had advised us this morning. Kawase 
Hideji came to visit, saying that he will return to Tokyo tonight. 
Suzukawa Shinzo also departed this morning. Iwasa Jun came 
to give me medical treatment, as did Ito Hosci. 

Yamagata, with the headquarters staff, dispatched a telegram 
at 11:55 p.m. yesterday, the 29th, and reported that the rebels 
on the Yatsushiro front are based in a mountain redoubt about 
a mile from Sajiki, and increased their scouting whereby several 
dozen at a time come to Sajiki to reconnoitre the Imperial Army's 
movements. Also, to the south of Hinaku, there is not a place, 
even in the mountain passes, where soldiers are not positioned. 
Consequently, it seems that the local people are very much 
agitated, and have scattered in all directions. On the Yabe front 
the rebels have advanced as far as Suge village; therefore, the 
Imperial Army is strengthening its defenses at every point while 
reconnoitring the enemy. ... As I feared several days ago, we 
have allowed the rebels to entrench themselves in strategic posi- 
tions. If a battle such as the one at Tabara should begin, we will 
not have an easy time of it. 

Since I have been ill for several days, the Emperor sent a box 
of cakes. 


May 


1 May 1877 Rain, then cloudy. Ito Hosei came to give me 
medical treatment. Sakuma Kazusuke came. I reported to Prince 
Sanjo about the efforts of the former Governor of Fukuyama to 
recruit soldiers.! I sent word by letter to Prince Sanjo that he 
should see the Governor to explain the situation to him. Things 
are different now than a few days ago. ... The Fukuoka prefec- 
tural provisional court reported by telegram on the sentences of 
death or imprisonment passed on the rebels in that prefecture. 
(Death penalty, four persons; ten years imprisonment, ten per- 
sons; from one to ten years, 350 persons.) Takahashi Motoichi, 
Sugi Magoshichiro, and Makimura Masanao came to visit. Ito 
Hosei came again.... The Prince who is Commander-in-Chief 
sent a telegram reporting to the Throne on the present situation 
at the war front and with the rebels; he added that the Emperor 
should return to Tokyo only after carefully reviewing the war 
situation. . .. Last night a letter arrived from Yamada Akiyoshi. 


2 May 1877 Fair. Ito Hirobumi came under orders from Prime 
Minister Sanjo to consult me about the timing of the Imperial 
return to Tokyo. I replied that, in consideration of the report 
which Prince Arisugawa, Commander-in-Chief, made to the 
Throne yesterday, any time will be suitable. .. . Imperial House- 
hold Minister Tokudaiji came to inform me that the return is 
scheduled for the 17th. He also informed me that the Empress 
is scheduled to go back by sea the latter part of this month. I had 
previously talked with Assistant Minister Sugi about her return, 
and I proposed it to Prince Sanjo today; so I am grateful that a 
decision was made so promptly. 

Shizuma Kensuke came from the war front (Kumamoto). I 


! Kido had encouraged the private recruitment of troops through such men; but 
now that Kumamoto Castle was in government hands, the situation was not as serious 
as before, no the forces were not needed, 
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could not avoid shedding a few tears when I heard from him 
about the present situation, and the desperate fighting which our 
soldiers continually undergo. He brought me letters from Shina- 
gawa Yajiro, Yamagata Aritomo, and Fukuchi Gen'ichiro, all 
about the present war situation. Fukuchi’s letter gave an exhaus- 
tive account of the development of things up to now as well.... 
Ito Hosei came to give me medical treatment. Sugi Magoshichiro, 
Shimaji Mokurai, and Tonokawa Ikari came to talk. Tsukuda 
Motokiyo’s younger brother recently died in the fighting at 
Tabarazaka; and Motokiyo? came to tell me that, since his 
brother’s wife is living in Osaka, and is pregnant, he wants to 
escort her back to Yamaguchi prefecture. He came to consult 
me about travel expenses, so I made arrangements for him to 
return there. I also admonished Motokiyo about his habit of 
wasting money.... I felt very ill this evening; I become more 
and more debilitated each day. 


3 May 1877 Fair. Tsukuda Motokiyo set out today. (I stood as 
guarantor for him as he borrowed the money from Lord Mori 
of Takanawa.) Those who came to visit were Inoue Yoichi, Sugi 
Magoshichird, Makimura Masanao, Sakuma Kazusuke, and 
Kunishige Masafumi. Ito Hosei and Iwasa Jun came to give me 
medical treatment. Nakayama Sei’itsu and Hojo Tahei came to 
talk.... A telegram reports that Hitoyoshi is filled with rebel 
forces, and that they are manufacturing cartridges day and night. 
... The Abbot of Nishi Honganji temple came to visit. 
(Note) Fever very high. 


4 May 1877 Rain. Mochinaga Yoshikata, 7th rank official, 
Kumamoto prefecture, came to talk. He had been in the castle 
there from the beginning of the siege with Shinagawa, and he 
brought me a message from Shinagawa. Ito Hosei and Iwasa 
Jun came to give me medical treatment. Takahashi Motoichi, 
Ozaki Saburo, Hojo Tahei, Makimura Masanao, Kunishige 
Masafumi, and Sugi Magoshichiro came to visit. Letters arrived 
from my home and from Fujii Yasoe (to report the repayment of 
the money by Matsudaira Chujo.) I sent letters to my home in 


2 Tsukuda Motokiyo was the new name of Isahaya Motokiyo who kept Kido in- 
formed about the developing conspiracy of Maebara Inei in 1876 while pretending 
to be one of the conspirators. 
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Tokyo, to Fujii Yasoe, Okudaira Shosuke, Ise Sakae, Yoshitomi 
Kan'ichi.... Imperial Household Minister Tokudaiji came to 
talk about the business of the Ministry. The Abbot of the Higashi 
Honganji temple came to visit... . There was a telegram report- 
ing that the members of the Fukuoka provisional court will go 
to Kagoshima by way of Shimonoseki and Nagasaki. The suffer- 
ing from my illness through the night tonight was extreme. 


5 May 1877 Rain. Maeda Masana? came to talk, having re- 
cently returned from the West. He delivered a message from 
Inoue Kaoru. It Hosei came to give me medical treatment ; and 
Ito Hirobumi, Oka Moritomo, Izeki Yoshikiyo, Cho Sansu, and 
Sugi Magoshichiro came to talk. (Sansu brought along the copies 
of six landscape paintings which I had requested of him.) 

A telegram reported that the rebels occupy a strong position 
at Oguchi; and that they have established a base at Hitoyoshi 
allowing their troops to recuperate in preparation for a second 
effort. The 4th Brigade was dispatched to Kagoshima yesterday, 
the 3rd of the month. ... Miura Gord sent me a letter from the 
Sotomaki encampment in Kumamoto prefecture. 

The Emperor and Empress made a gift of two cases of wine 
and food in a cedar box to me to comfort me in my illness. 

A thousand rebel soldiers have pushed out toward Gamo, and 
about another thousand have advanced on Kajiki. I surmise that 
these were sent out of Yokogawa. In connection with that the 
4th Brigade which was dispatched from here to Kagoshima 
arrived in the Kumamoto arca. yesterday, the 4th. A telegram 
reported that Kawamura and Oyama have informed Kumamoto 
that they will have the 4th Brigade land directly at Shigetomi, 
and have it attack the rebels in Kajiki.... I suffered from my 
illness again tonight. 


6 May 1877 Fair. Since yesterday a chill has penetrated to the 
bones of my ailing body. 


Iwasa Jun and Ito Hósei came to give me medical treatment. 


j 8 Maeda Masana (1850-1921), third son of a Satsuma samurai, studied abroad 
from 1869 to 1876, specializing on the silk industry in southern France, He had just 
taken a position with the Development Bureau, Home Ministry, in March 1877; he 
later served in a variety of positions, ax head of the Japanese delegation to the 1878 
Paris Exposition, a» Governor of Yamanashi prefecture, av Vice Minister of Agricule 
ture and Forestry, and ai à member of the House of Peers, 
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Koso Kamon and Shiho Korekatsu returned from Kumamoto 

last night, and brought me a message from Yamada Akiyoshi. 

(Both of them are Kumamoto shizoku.) Visitors were Makimura 

Masanao, Kunishige Masafumi, Sugi Magoshichiro, Watanabe 

Noboru, Yamanaka Sei'itsu, Inoue Yoichi, and Oka Yoshisuke 

(who will return to Tokyo tomorrow). Six other visitors came. 
More than a thousand of the rebel troops assembled at 
the encampment at Oguchi have moved to Gamo; and others 
have appeared in various places. At dawn this morning 3,000 
rebels marched from Ishiki to Taniyama, and they seemed 
to be prepared to attack at any moment. Our forces are 
waiting for the rebel troops behind strong defensive positions. 
The 4th Brigade arrived here in Kumamoto, and landed 
temporarily, although there are plans to send it around to 
Kajiki. If a battle begins in this place, our present disposition 
of troops should prove advantageous. 

The above telegram which reached here from Kumamoto was 
sent on the 4th. General Staff Officer Kawamura ... [About 
eight characters are missing.] As Kuroda Kiyotaka is returning 
to Tokyo today, he presented me with his Yatsushiro war diary 
and with a map of the battlefield. 


Glossary of English Terms Used for Offices 


and Officials 


Accounts Bureau 
(Ministry of Finance) 
Advisor to the Cabinet 
Assembly of Prefectural 
Governors 
Assistant Director, 
Board of Censors 
Assistant Imperial Valet 
Assistant Junior Deputy 
Assistant Junior Deputy 
Justice Minister 
Assistant Minister 
Assistant Senior Deputy 
Assistant Senior Deputy 
Imperial Household 
Minister 
Assistant Senior Deputy 
Public Works Minister 
Assistant Supervisor 
(Finance Ministry) 
Assistant War Minister 
Associate Ambassador 
Associate Education Officer 
Associate Imperial Physician 


Associate Imperial Secretary ' 


Associate Legislative Officer 


Associate Magistrate 
Bar Association 
Board 

Board of Censors 
Board of Ceremonies 
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Naikaku Komon A RRR 
Chihokan Kaigi WIERZ 


Danjo Shohitsu FRIED is 
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Gonshojo HED 7 
Shihó Gonshüjo BELA 
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Bureau 

Assembly of Domain 
Representatives 

Bureau of County Affairs 
(Choshü) 

Bureau for Inquiry into the 
Political System 

Bureau for Savings and 
Investment (Choshü) 

Bureau for Science Research 

Bureau for Shizoku Industry 
(Yamaguchi prefecture) 

Cabinet Legislative Bureau 

Central Chamber 

Chamber of Elders 

Chamber of Elder Statesmen 

Chamber of the Right 

Chamberlain 

Chamberlain 

Chamberlain 
(Ryükyü) 

Chamberlain to the Lord 
(Choshü) 

Chancellor 

Chargés d'Affaires 

Chief Advisor 

Chief Archivist 

Chief, Board of Censors 

Chief, Census Registration 
Bureau 

Chief, Civil Engineering 
Bureau 

Chief Domain Councilor 

Chief Imperial Advisor 

Chief Imperial Councilor 

Chief Imperial Physician 

Chief Inspector 

Chief Inspector of the 
Schools (Education 
Ministry) 


kyoku Fi 
Gijisho BSE 


Gunoykyoku BRA Ig 
Seilai Torishirabe Kyoku WB 

Diy 
Buikukyoku 4135 Fð 


Seimitsukyoku f FF 
Jusankyoku #7 fa) 


a 


Hoseikyoku Tl] y 
Sei-in TEBE 
Genroin TE 
Genroin TEE 
U-in Aii 

Jig yo A 

Jüa Rot 

Mioya Jat 


Kunsoku AWI 


Sosai KIR 

Bemmushi WI is 
Dainagon KE 
Daishi KE 

Danjo Daichü WIEKE 
Kosekigashira PRSIA 


Dobokusho ERE 


Daisanji KBR 
Dainagon KE 
Dainagon KE 
Daijti KAR 
Daikansatsu KRESE 
Daitokugaku |t 


Chief Justice, Supreme 
Court 

Chief, Tax Bureau 

Chief, Telegraph Bureau 

Chief Watch Officer of the 
Day 
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Daishin’in Chokan KERKEE 
Sozeisho FAZIE 


Denshingashira (848 5h 
Hibanchó HÆR 


Chokunin (1st rank, bureaucracy) Xf 


(officials appointed directly 


by Emperor) 
City Councilor 
City Magistrate 
(Bakufu) 
Colonization Bureau 
Director 
Colonization Bureau, Vice 
Director 
Commander in Chief 
Commander in Chief 
Commissioner 
(Department of Justice) 
common soldiers 
Conference of Prefectural 
Governors 
n 
Confucian University 
Constable 
Cooperative Shizoku 
Company 
Council Chairman 
(Legislative Council, 
Chamber of the Left) 
County 
Customs Office 
Department of Finance 
Department of Home 
Affairs 
” 
Department of Justice 
Department of Shinto 
Region 


Fu Sanji if BE 
Machibug yo WY 2847 


Kaitaku Chokan Bagh E F 
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Goyogakari (A FARR 
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Chihokan Shükai wJ E fé 
Daigakko KBE 
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Department of War 


Deputy Chancellor 

Deputy Chancellor 

Deputy Chief 
(Ryükyü) 

Deputy Chief, Civil 
Engineering 

Deputy Chief Inspector 

Deputy Director, Foreign 
Trade Office 

Deputy Domain Councilor 

Deputy Police Chief 

Deputy Prefectural 
Councilor 

Development Bureau 
Home Ministry 

Director, Chamberlain's 
Office 

Director General, 
Police Agency 

District Chief 

District Office 


Domain Bureau of the 
Army 
Domain Cabinet 
Domain Executive Chamber 
Domain Government Docks 
Domain Governor 
Domain Inspector-General 
Domain Police Inspector 
Domain Trade Center 
Domain Trading Office 
Economic Rehabilitation 
Bureau 
Education Minister 
Education Ministry 
Executive Bureau 
(Choshü) 


Gummukan Big E 
Gummukyoku 580 Je) 
Hosho W8 

Fuku Sosai FER 
Oyakata HH 


Doboku Gonsuke A-ZKREEBII 


Gondaikenji HEX RE 
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Gondaisanji EK Zesk 
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Kang yoryo WIRE 
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Daikeishi Stil 
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Kumuatsukaidokoro EJ% At 
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Onfunagura RIS 
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Mombukyo 3c UR 
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Executive Office 
Family Steward 
Field Marshal 
Finance Ministry 
Floor Leader 

(Assembly of Prefectural 

Governors) 
Foreign Minister 
Foreign Ministry 
Foreign Trade Office 
former samurai 
gentry 
Governor 
Governor 
Governor 
Governor 
Governor General 
Grand Council of State 
Grand Master of Ceremonies 
Grand Secretariat 
Head District Chief 
Home Finance Ministry 
Home Minister 
Home Ministry 
Imperial Academy 
Imperial Archivist 


Imperial Councilor 

Imperial Envoy 

Imperial Guard 

Imperial Household Minister 

Imperial Household Ministry 

Imperial Intendant 

Imperial Messenger 

Imperial Secretariat 

Imperial Secretary 

Imperial Study 

Industrial Development 
Office 

Inspector 
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Karei RA 
Gensui JCK 
Okurasho KG 
Kanjicho WFE 


Gaimukyo SHIRIN 
Gaimusho I-54 
Tsüshoshi RA F] 
shizoku +18 
shizoku +1% 
Chiji gia 
Gonrei RES 
Kenrei R 
Chikenji 452% 
Daisotokufu KEK 

Dajokan KKE 

Shikibugashira X8 
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Sokucho WESE 
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Junsatsushi KEE 
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Inspector General of the 
Police 
Junior Councilor 
Junior Deputy Minister 
Junior Deputy War Minister 
Junior Imperial Physician 
junior official 
(Choshü) 
Justice Ministry 
Kyushu Provision Court for 
Offenders against the State 
Law College 
(Justice Ministry) 
levied samurai 
(samurai summoned from 
domains to serve central 
government) 
Magistrate 
Member, Chamber of Elders 
Merit Award 
Merit Award Stipend 
Metropolitan Police Agency 
Metropolitan Prefectural 
Office 
Middle Imperial Secretary 
Military Academy 
Military Commissioner 
(Bakufu) 
Military Governor 
Military Magistrate 
Minister of the Left 
Minister of the Right 
Minister Resident 
Ministry of Education 
Ministry of Public Works 
Ministry of Religion 
Ministry of Shinto Religion 
National Assembly 
Naval Ministry 
Observer 
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Sanyo Bfn 
Shojo VIK 
Hyóbu Shojo See Ya 
Shoten'i Ps. Be 
shizoku > iğ 


Shihüsho FEA 
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Myohoryo WAY se 
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Chinsho $i 
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Koshi BE 
Mombusho SRH 
Kobusho TRE 
Kyobusho Bisa 
Jingisho WRH 
Shūgiin Kp 
Kaigunsho WINA 
Bochonin WWA 


(Assembly of Prefectural 
Governors) 
Office for Local Products 
(Choshü) 
Office of Embassy Affairs 
Office of the Chancellor 
Office of the Mint 
Official Gazette 
Overseer of Shizoku Affairs 
(Yamaguchi) 
Page 
Peer 
Peers Board 
Police Chief 
Prefectural Councilor 
Prefectural Governor 
Prefectural Office 
President, Assembly of 
Prefectural Governors 
Prime Minister 
Provisional Court 
Public Prosecutor 
rear vassal 
Receiver of Communications 
the Imperial Court 
Reception Hall 
Representative 
(Kogisho) 
Secretary 
(Assembly of Prefectural 
Governors) (Ministries) 
Senior Councilor 
Senior Deputy Minister 
Senior Deputy Education 
Minister 
Senior Deputy Foreign 
Minister 
Senior Imperial Physician 
senior officer 
(Chosha) 
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Senior Officer, Board of 
Censors 

Sericulture Bureau 
(Choshü) 

Shizoku Employment Bureau 
(Yamaguchi) 

Shizoku Cooperative 
Company 

Silk Cooperative Company 

sonin (2nd rank, bureaucracy) 
(officials appointed with 
Emperor's approval) 

Special Bureau for Manage- 
ment of Affairs of Prefectural 
Governors 

Steward 

Supreme Court 

Tax Bureau, Chief 

Town Hall 

Vice Minister 

Vice President 
(Chamber of Elders) 

War Minister 

Ward Chief 

Whip 
(Assembly of Prefectural 
Governors) 
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is mentioned, even in passing, in the text of Kido’s daily diary entries; nor 
does it include each and every mention of the people whose names are included. 
For Kido’s closest associates, an attempt has been made to include virtually 
all references; for most other people mentioned in the diary, only references 
which include some substantive comment have been indexed. 


The people who were known by more 
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the name by which they are known to history. Pen names and other alternative 


names are listed and cross-referenced. 


Page numbers in bold-face type refer to the pages on which biographical 


information appears in a footnote. 


Anenokoji Kin’yoshi thi JKA, 358 

antiques, 47-48, 85, 166-67; shops, 
125, 126, 129 

Aoki Shüzo KJ, 77, 146, 199, 
231, 347; family of, 60; return 
from Germany, 5, 406 

archery, demonstration on horse- 
back, 320 

Arisugawa Taruhito ^EREJIzr ete 
240, 250 

army (central government): gar- 
rison at Aomori, 320, 336; lack 
of discipline, 149. See also Saga 
Rising; Satsuma Rebellion 

Ashikaga Yoshimitsu Jl, 29 

assassination: attempt on Iwakura, 
xv; of Hirosawa Saneomi, xlvii, 
145, 201; of Sera Yüzo, 318; of 
of Omura Masujiro, xlvi; Kido's 
rumored, 43; threat of, 196; warn- 
ing of attempt on Ito Hirobumi, 
39; 

Assembly of Prefectural Governors 
(Chihokan Kaigi), xx, 170, 172- 
87; bill on local assemblies, 181; 
dissidence in, 103; selecting pres- 
ident of, 161 

Aston, William G., 163, 192, 267, 


Baisho ffi), 88 

banking, 107. See also national banks 

Basho tx, 192 

Bauduin, (Dr.) Anthonius Francis- 
cus, 162 

Bingham, John A., 164 

Bismarck, Otto von, 202 

Boissonade, Gustave Emile, xxiii, 
227 

bonsai, 126; exhibition, 24 

Boshin War: graves of soldiers killed 
in, 311; at Utsunomiya, 306 

bureaucracy: dismissal problem, 428; 
Home Ministry, 422, 486; merit 
of, 133 

business-government relationship, 


272 


calligraphy, 38, 41, 47, 95, 113, 115, 
126, 134, 153, 214, 258, 263, 309, 
310, 317, 360, 363; Kido pur- 
chases, 464 

cattle breeding, 334 

central government: criticism of, 
447; opposition to, 221; plot 
against, 463; political reform, 
143; reduction in scope of, xl; 
restructuring, 423 


292, 294; as Secretary of the Enge centralization, 297 


lish legation, 25 
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Chamber of Elders, See Genroin 
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cherry blossom viewing, 148 

China: peace with, xvii, 103; ne- 
gotiations with, 260; settlement, 
83, 99, 101; situation in, 295; 
trouble with England, 324; war 
strategy, 63-64; war threatens, 
xvi, 65, 69, 91 

Cho Sansu Š=, 19-20, 461 

Choshü domain, 14; loyal retainers, 
291; opposition from, 285; peo- 
ple's loans to government, 401; 
rebellion of 1870, 43, 63, 64 

Choshü martyrs, xlviii, 269, 356, 
364-65, 370; memorial services 
for, 371, 374, 375-76; Mt. Ryozen, 
40, 135, 431 

Christianity, 320 

Chüsonji temple, 327 

coinage, problems of, 10 

Confucianism, 227 

cooperative company. See Shizoku 
Cooperative Company 

cotton growing, 442 

credit associations (mujin), 144, 162- 
63, 187, 219, 299, 364 


Dallas, Charles Henry, 261 

Date Masamune Fitis, 318, 321, 
323 

death, thoughts about, 489 

Denmark: diplomacy, 214; minister 
from, 185 

dental problems, 176, 276, 280 

Development Bureau, 123 

disaster relief, 326, 329 

Dokyo Ñ$, 306 

domains, abolition of, 285 


earthquake, 148 

economic pressure groups: salt mer- 
chants, 280-81 

education: budget problems, 9, 241; 
Hagi, 159, 245; Kido visits schools, 
30, 46-47, 259, 366, 389; Koriyama 
Primary School, 312-13; Meiji 
Emperor visits schools, 316, 432; 
Niijima Jo’s Kyoto school, 134, 
205; priority for education, 69- 
70; report on schools, 12; school 
for the blind, 407 

Emperor. See Meiji Emperor 

Empress Shoken WM X, 155, 350; 


at Miyanoshita, 356; Kido at- 
tends on, 394; visit to women's 
normal school, 235, 366 

Enomoto Takeaki BATH, 6 

Eto Shimpei (LIEF, 19; flight of, 
5 

Europe, threat of war in, 324 

expansionism: Korea, xiv-xvii, xxii- 
xxiv; Kido's memorial against 
Korea and Taiwan invasion, 9 


family: parents remembered, 236; 
worship at parents’ graves, 109, 
110. See also Kido family members; 
Kuribara Haruko 

farming: book on, 298; Emperor 
observes, 304; in Hokkaido, 337; 
tea plantations, 134 

fishing: Empress observes, 359; Kido 
and, 51, 63, 76, 83, 437 

flood prevention, 438 

flower arrangement, 93 

foreign loans, Kido’s opposition to, 
439 

Fukuba Bisei iKAW, 31 

Fukuchi Gen'ichiro iEi—H5 ' 
xxxvi; 206, 277, 412, 483 

Fukui Jundo ij&FIlEGÉ, 20 

Fukushima Masanori ñas IERI, 35 

Fukuzawa Yukichi iW, 223, 
230; Kido talks with, 418 

Funakoshi Yonosuke fbhbézcB), 
180 


Ga Noriyuki fii^, 189, 258, 381, 
396 

Ganjin %0, 305 

gardens, 79, 373 

Genróin (Chamber of Elders), 149, 
150, 202; limitation on authority, 
170; membership, 153 

go (game), 77, 85, 98, 100, 103, 116, 
128, 130, 132, 152, 161, 163, 210, 
220, 270, 278, 356 

Godai Tomoatsu ARAJE, 445 

Gorchakov, Russian prime minister, 
433 

Goto Shojiro KRAY: business 
failure, xxxviii, 197, 267, 446; 
resignation, 272 


Hagi, 268; Kido in, 62-73; 98-113 


Hagi Rising of 1876, xxix-xxxiii, 
405; gathering of rebels reported, 
383-90; rebels executed, 400; out- 
come, 402. See also Maebara Issei 

Hasekura Rokuemon 3Efrzi, 
320 

Hatakeyama Yoshinari 35t, 
188 

Hattori Ichizo, marriage at Kido's 
home, 293 

Hayashi Hanshichi. See Hayashi 
Tomoyuki 

Hayashi Shihei fT, 319 

Hayashi Tomoyuki #23, 3, 344, 
436-37, 435, 493; summoned be- 
fore the Throne, 444 

Higashikuze Michitomi WA Himig, 
131 

Higo castletown, 460 

Hijikata Hisamoto 4-77 4.36, 21 

Hirosawa Saneomi MME xlvii, 
201, 145; anniversary of death, 
264 

Hoffman, (Dr.) Theodor, 219, 223, 
228, 229 

Home Ministry, 421; criticism of, 

486. See also Okubo Toshimichi 

horses, 123; breeding center, 311, 
329; racing, lii, 161, 279; raising, 
332; riding, 182; viewed by Em- 

peror, 309 

hot springs, 74, 354; at Miyanoshita, 
353 

house, Kido's building of, 258, 268, 
277, 300, 341, 342, 347, 352, 363, 
365, 381, 398, 486 

hunting: ducks, 225, 229 


illness, xxi, xlviii, 96, 104, 152, 211, 
242, 251, 498-500; abdominal 
pains, 448; brain disease, 421; 
chest pains, 486-87; diarrhea, 
359; dysentery, 373, 395; head- 
aches, 13-14, 206; leg paralysis, 
239; stomach, 353-54. See also 
medical treatment 

Imperial Family, 367, expenditures, 
371, 378 

Imperial Household Ministry: 207; 
Kido in service of, 28, 341, 344 

Imperial properties, 301 

industrial development, Hl j in Kyoto, 
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433; weaving, 110, 135, 313-14 

Inoue Kaoru Jf EXE, xviii, xxxviii, 
93; asks Kido to reform govern- 
ment, 107; credit association, 219; 
criticism of, 151; death anniversary 
of mother, 213; talks with, 82, 94, 
133, 139, 140, 145, 147, 190, 198, 
206, 211, 212, 244, 267, 270, 293; 
in Korea, xxii, 242, 253; in Shi- 
monoseki, 82, 94, 251; Kido stays 
with, 123; letter from, in New 
York, 374; ordered to Korea, 
245; on shizoku rehabiliation, 88, 
287; signed treaty at Kanghwa, 
266 

Inoue Masaru Jf], 128 

Inoue Segai. See Inoue Kaoru 

Inoue Shozo jt E, 226, 234, 
241, 290 

Isahaya Motokiyo je FAY, 122; 
causes trouble at farewell party, 
122 

Ise Sakae H343, 16, 366 

Ise Shrine, 430; Kido visits, 38 

Itagaki Taisuke #138), xxii, xvii, 
A Ty 139; 150, 170) 1725391155919; 
216, 267; Kido’s differences with, 
205 

Ito Gempaku fH KA, 238 

Ito Hirobumi (FERRI, 24, 386, 387, 
401, 475; on war with China, xvi, 
101; talks with Kido, 3, 25, 138, 
177, 190, 207, 245, 255, 275, 341, 
368, 394, 421, 425, 426, 427, 477, 
492; Kido gives opinions to 18, 
344, 402, 405, 409, 428, 436, 462; 
letters to, from Kido 83, 115, 197, 
418; Kido receives books from, 
107; meetings with, 151, 153, 154, 
209, 211, 212, 240, 266, 339, 378, 
383, 433, 493; proposal for banking 
conference, 376; receives word of 
arson at Kumamoto Garrison, 379 

Iwakura Tomomi (Lord) 43:5, 
xv, xvi, 137, 161, 243, 377, 412, 
413, 439 

Izushi, 433 


Jimmu Emperor MIKEM, 148; fes- 


tival for, 16; Meiji Emperor's 
vinit to grave, 442 


Jimpüren Rising, reflections on, 459 
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Jinrikisha, 362; illness of puller, 352- 
53 

Justice Ministry: problems of Inoue 
Kaoru’s appointment to, 147 


Kagoshima prefecture: preferential 
treatment, 400, 402, 405; pressure 
on government, 426; independent 
position, 486; report on, 480; as 
rebel headquarters, 489; rebellion 
begins, 437 

Kanda Takahira (Kohei) iWWI]zE7, 
175, 188; opposition to rules of 
Assembly of Prefectural Governors, 
xx 

Kashiwamura Makoto füfjfs, 271 

Kato Hiroyuki JnieahfT, 169, 243 

Katsura family, 65; debts, 470-71 

Katsura Kogoro {E/E (early name 
for Kido Takayoshi), 259 

Katsura Taro EAM, 32, 77, 80, 141; 
new house, 150 

Kawabe Motosada, 164 

Kawada Kagetomo JHI, 474 

Kawaji Toshiyoshi JIK#FIŠ, 418, 
462, 466, 483 

Kawamura Sumiyoshi Jl|Fffti3&, 215, 
436 

Kawase Hideji WMF, 488 

Kawase Shinko jf, 53 

kazoku. See nobility 

Kido Chütaroó KAWAK, xlii-xliii; 
186, 255, 356 

Kido Matsuko APF, xliii, 15, 17, 
26, 42-43, 55, 62, 137, 140, 153, 
193, 272, 285, 358, 359 

Kido Shojiro RFEA, 196-97, 
340; returns to Japan, 158 

Kido Takayoshi KAÆ Í: as Advisor 
to the Cabinet, 275; advocates 
moderation in modernization, 448— 
50; as Education Minister, xv; as 
Imperial Councillor, xix, 140-41, 
275, 422-24, 492; as President of 
Assembly of Local Governors, xix- 
xxiv, 168, 194; denied permission 
to go to Satsuma rebellion front, 
448; Imperial Household Ministry 
appointment, 141, 341, 344; land 
purchase, 11, 14; on central gov- 
ernment policy, 228; ordered 
back to service, 94, 104, 125; 


ordered to study political structure, 
143; ordered to attend Emperor 
on Kyoto tour, 398; at Osaka 
Conference, 131; relieved of post 
as Acting Home Minister, 23; 
requests dispatch to Kyushu, 381; 
resignation presented and rejected, 
19, 27; resumes office after illness, 
267 

Kikkawa family, 401, 403; treatment 
of, 397 

Kitabatake Chikafusa dg, 327 

Kiyomoto Enjüdayü IV TEKK, 
143, 144 

Kobo Daishi BAUER, 30 

Kofukuji, 440 

Kono Togama jal EF facsk, 160, 476 

Kodama Jun’ichiro EIMH, 367 

Komuro Nobuo hK, 123, 190 

Korea: book on, 277, 286; crisis of 
1875-76, xxii, 197, 201, 212-19, 
228, 229, 231, 239, 242, 254, 255; 
envoys return from, 267; Kido 
memorial on, 214; Kido talks with 
migrant from, 219; mission from, 
301; naval action, 212; reports on 
fighting, 218; treaty signed, 266; 
troops requested, 253. See also ex- 
pansionism 

Kumamoto: 460; castle: 484-85; 
disaster relief for, 483, 493; garrison 
attack, 379; seige of, 455, 457; 
link-up, 495 

Kumamoto Rising: suppression of, 
382 

Kumazawa Banzan fb AIL, 305 

Kume Kunitake A220, 6 

Kuribara Haruko KRF, 21, 73, 
98, 100, 108-10, 106, 116, 213, 231, 
234-5, 242, 244, 471; death of, 
xlii, 232, 236; illness, 26; memorial 
services for, 238, 250, 393; Waka- 
bayashi grave, 232, 251 

Kuribara Hikotaro HÆKK, xliii, 
24, 80, 130, 153, 231, 236, 244, 266 

Kuroda Kiyotaka EŬ, xxii, 
xxxv, 61, 239, 253, 242, 406, 412, 
454, 480, 494, 495, 500; drunk, 
124; reception by Shimazu, 480; 
visits Kuriles, 202; leaves for 
Korea, 249; signs treaty at Kange 
hwa, 266 


Kusaka Genzui AZ, 300 

Kusunoki Masashige RIER, 123, 
483 

Kyodo-gaisha. See Shizoku cooperative 
company 

Kyoto, xlviii-xlix; Imperial Palace, 
40-41; Kido in, 39-48 


land development, 28, 312, 333 

land tax: reduction, xxxix, 418-19; 
reform, 201, 293, 405, 408, 429 

local assemblies bill, 129, 181, 185; 
vote on, 182-3. See also Assembly of 
Prefectural Governors 

local government: 409, 428, 490; 
roads and bridges, 177; in U.S., 
402 


Maebara Issei gülEi—4K, xiv, xxx- 
xxxiii, 18, 54-55, 56, 58, 73, 101, 
109, 195, 290, 383-90, 395, 396; 
arrest of, 390; character, 384; con- 
spiracy revealed, 273; delays going 
to Tokyo, 103; executed, 400; re- 
turns to Yamaguchi, 196; inter- 
ference with Yamaguchi recruits, 
7; report on case of, 467; written 
confession, 402 

Maeda Masana iii/[H iE 44, 499 

Makimura Masanao #HTIEIR, 45, 
442, 475, 476 

marriage arrangements by Kido; 
xlili-iv, 17, 80, 163, 406; Katsura 
Taro, 33; Shishido Tamaki, 165; 
Matuno Kan, 348, 351, 403; Naka- 
jima Saburósuke's daughter, 289 

Matsu. See Kido Matsuko 

Matsuda Michiyuki PSHE Z, 201 

Matsudaira Sadanobu fA7E;E(S, 310 

Matsukata Masayoshi #A771IE#%, 348 

Matsuno Kan, and marriage to Clara 
Tietelmann, xliv, 348, 351-52, 
406-7 

Matsushima, 321 

Mayet, Paul, 277, 347, 384, 385, 386 

medical treatment, 238, 240, 241, 
243, 246, 252, 254, 259, 260, 262, 
393, 499; acupuncture, 241; elec- 
tricity, 236, 241; from Ito Chüsci, 
356-57, 380; massage, 241 

Medoki Rydnoshin MMEA, 331, 
332 
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Meiji Emperor, xlv, 141, 151, 162, 
178, 201, 259; appointment of 
Kido to travel with, 289; award to, 
411; birthday celebration, 225-26, 
386; command to Kido to resume 
office, 131; at Assembly of Prefec- 
tural Governors, 186; edict on land 
tax reduction, 419; education of, 
xxv, 31; funeral for Prince Kacho, 
301; Fukuchi Gen'ichiro reports 
to, 477; gifts to Kido, 177, 241; 
inspection of fishing industry, 437; 
Kyoto tour, 174-75, 429, 431, 
432, 441; Kido's admonitions to, 
32, 198, 204, 333; Kido's concern 
about, 315, 332, 344; hears lec- 
tures, 423; navy review, 421; 
observes folk dances, 442; Osaka 
tour, 444—46, 472-73; poetry party, 
423; public appearance on horse- 
back, 468-70; receives reports on 
Korea, 268; receives report on 
peasant uprisings, 410, role in Sat- 
suma Rebellion, xxviii-xxix, 456, 
467, 468; Tohoku tour, 1876, xxiv- 
xxix, 303-338; visits Kido, 281-82; 
visits Okubo, 284; visits shrines, 
433; visits Nara, 440; watches 
kyogen, 375 

memorial biographies, 350 

memorial services: Shrine to the War 
Dead, 388 

merchants: Mitsui, xxxviii; request 
of salt merchants for help, xxxvii, 
280-81 

Merit Award Stipends, 43, 53-54, 65, 
287 

Metchnikov, Lev Il'ichi, 145 

militarism: controls Satsuma, 436; 
Kido’s fear of, xvi, 84 

Minamoto no Yorimasa WK, 31 

Minamoto no Yoshitsune WIK, 326 

Minamoto no Yoritomo WMI, 306 

mining, 267; Handa Silver Mine, 
emperor's visit to, 317; Ikuno silver 
mine, 296 

Minomura Rizaemon =A FIZ fp, 
xxxviii, 28, 298 

mint, Osaka, 49 

Miura Gord = PiK, xlvi, 403, 408, 
433, 499; death of son, 406; son 
born to, 417; leadership qualities, 


520 INDEX 


xxxvi; strict discipline of, 477 

modernization: doubts about, 84; 
Kido questions policies, xxxviii- 
xxxix 

Montesquieu, Charles-Louis de Sec- 
condat, 189, 246; The Spirit of Laws, 
420 

moon viewing, 66, 78 

Mori Arinori #48, 186, 230, 260, 
295, farewell party, 232 

Mori family, 53, 350; governance of, 
404 

Mori Motonori :Efllz:f&, xlv, 52, 79, 
85, 106, 137, 140; 151, 162, 171, 
268, 270, 343, 366, 375, 377, 401, 
409, 478, 493; changes stance on 
bank matter, 382 

Mori Takachika GF, xlvii; death 
anniversary of, 278, 296; Kido 
visits grave of, 52, 89, 113; pocms 
for, 237 

Moriyama Shigeru $i, 201, 231 

Motoda Nagazane (Eifu) 7cH*4, 
31, 192, 196 

mujin. See credit associations 

Murray, David, 143, 153, 203, 215 

music, 297; band music, 338, 387 

Muto Heigaku, 263 

Mutsu Munemitsu BER IE, 20, 148, 
481, 488 

Mutsu Yónosuke. See Mutsu Mune- 
mitsu 

Myers, Gen. William, 350 


Nagayo Sensai FHH, 14, 240 

Naito Sakubei ARSH, 66; death 
of, xlvi, 393; memorial service for, 
410 

Nakajima Nobuyuki rPEjfáfy, 301, 
474 

Nakajima Saburonosuke =f 
xxvi, xlvi; family of, 274, 288, 289; 
site of death at Tsugaru Fort, 337 

Nakamura Masanao Płt IEI, 387 

Nakano Goichi rpERE—, 18, 273 

Nambu Kazumasa Hifi, 238 

Nara, Emperor's visit to, 439-40 

Naraya (inn), 353 

Narushima Ryühoku "yb, 470 

national banks, 376 

New Year's Day: 1876, 249; 1877, 
xlv, 121, 417 


newspapers: Akebono Shimbun, 125, 
224, 209; Hochi Shimbun correspon- 
dent, 489; Nichi Nichi Shimbun, 296 ; 
defamatory articles 391; press reg- 
ulations, 207 

Niijima Jo #5, 128, 136; plans 
for a school, 134, 137, 205 

Nikko, 307 

Nitobe Tsuto IEP, 333; com- 
mended for clearing land, xxvii 

Nō, 278-79, 327 

nobility (kazoku): system, 395; re- 
sponsibility for service, 200; titles, 
398 

Nomura Motosuke fttr, 259 

Nomura Yasushi Ft, 161, 254; 
in Korea, 256, 260 


Oda Nobunaga fff fade, 29 

Oka Sei'ichi [MJj&—, 373, 399, Kido 
loans money to, 374, 376, 380 

Oku Randen KWH, 227, 230 

Okubo Tadahiro XA (Rb, 3 

Okubo Toshimichi AA RFS, xvii- 
xix, xx, 22-23, 33, 39, 91, 93, 103, 
115, 122-24, 128-29, 133, 137, 139, 
198, 209, 212, 234, 229, 319, 334, 
348, 447, 450, 462, 464, 475, 482, 
483; criticized as Home Minister, 
xxxvi; dispatched to China, 61; 
Kido meets with, 420; Kido’s 
disagreement with, 206; Kido’s 
opinion of, 426; Kido’s proposals 
regarding position, 421, 424; Kido 
suggests resignation as Home Min- 
ister, 491; telegram on Saga rebels, 
5; waiting in Osaka, 117 

Okuma Shigenobu AHS, xiv-xvi, 
70 

Okura Kihachiro KAEA, 168 

Old Asada. See Sufu Masanosuke 

Omura Masujiro AACS, 411; 
memorial services for, 217; son 
returns from England, 413 

Ono Company, failure of, 107 

Ono no Tofu AMA, 31 

Osaka, Kido in, 454-56 

Osaka Conference, 1875, xvii-xix, 
122-39; agreement comes apart, 
205-6 

Oshima "'omonojo Aly Ac j^ fs, 479 

Oyama Iwao AIW, 138, 139, 380, 


418 
Oyama Tsunayoshi KLIM, 466 


painting, 258, 333; by Liang K'ai, 
29; of seven court nobles in Choshü, 
372 

Parkes, Harry Smith, 192, 193, 210, 
250, 292, 293; visit to Kido's Somei 
villa, 294 

Parson, William E., xlii, 139, 141, 
153, 171, 182, 193, 229, 292, 368, 
389, 396; baptism of son, 215 

peasant risings: 409, cffect of, 410; 
Ibaraki prefecture, 404, 406; Ishi- 
kawa prefecture, 442; Mie prefec- 
ture, 408 

peerage proposal, 349 

peers: Kido's criticisms of, 377; pro- 
posal on, 349; regulations for, 243; 
rules for, 241 

Peers Bank, 377, 493; discussion of, 
with Iwakura, 376 

Peers Hall, 243 

people's rights movement, 203, 204, 
456 

plum blossoms, 6 

poetry by Kido, xli, 76, 78, 444; 
autumn rain, 106; battle at Shira- 
kawa, 316; cicadas in a garden, 79; 
Emperor's tour, 307; escape to 
nature, 360; for Lord Mori, 237; 
for the late Yamanouchi Yodo, 360; 
hope for peace in Korea, xxiii; 
land reclamation, 315; lotus blos- 
soms, 199, 361; memory of Han- 
zaemon, 81 ; moonlight on the river, 
79; mountain at New Year, 251; 
Nikko, a drenching shower, 308; 
parting, 261; pessimism, 208; pine 
tree, 325; plum blossoms, 252; 
regret at parting, 114, 115; rural 
impoverishment, 316; spring, 237; 
success of Restoration, 307 

poetry meeting, 377 

police: discussed in Assembly, 176- 
77; Tokyo, 149 

pottery: Seifu, 43; Nin’ami Dohachi, 


Rai San'yo Wii}, calligraphy by, 
437 
railways) 425, opening of Kyoto- 
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Kobe line, 434; to Kyoto, 430; 
travel to Yokohama, 295; Yoko- 
hama line, 190, 271 

representative government, 127, 205; 
Kido’s views, 132; plan for town 
and village assemblies, 343 

rice. See stipends 

Ritter, Hermann, 215-216 

rural poverty, 330, 381 

Russia, 6; boundary problem, 433; 
declaration of war on Turkey, 492 

Ryükyüs, 201, 216, 241, 379; situa- 
tion in, 450; visitors from, 260 


Sadanaga Shoin AK, 85 

Saga Rising of 1874, xiii; capture of 
rebel leaders, 8; executions, 19; 
surrender of leaders, 4 

Saigo Kichinosuke Puff /r (an 
early name of Saigo Takamori), 
259 

Saigo Takamori MEH, xiv, xvii, 
xix, xxxiii-xxxvi, 443, 449, 451, 455, 
490, 494, 495, divested of court 
rank, 451; Kido’s estimate of, 451 

Saigo Tsugumichi Pas, 11, 16, 
73, 455; attacks Kido, xv; to 
Philadelphia exposition, 262 

Sakuma Shozan (4 A HIK, 277 

Sakurada action, 386 

salt merchants, 280-81 

salt trade, 412 

Samejima Hisanobu fés fdf, 155 

samurai. See shizoku 

Sanjo Sanetomi =(K#3, xv, 3, 93, 
108, 197, 189, 153, 175; 187, 191; 
denounced, and resignation, 220— 
21; sincerity, 20-21 

Sato Nobuhiro (kii (Kansaku 
TE), 16, 374 

Satsuma domain: autonomy of, 
xxxiv; government of, 461 ; military 
strength analyzed, xxxiv, 456 

Satsuma Rebellion: xxxiii-xxxvi, 434— 
500; battle reports, 464, 466-67, 
470, 471, 472, 475, 477, 481, 483, 
486, 488, 494, 496, 499; Kido’s 
strategy, 457; origin of in Nakahara 
Isao plot, 490; suppression strat- 
egy, 452 

Satsuma-Choshü alliance, 451-52 

savings bank proposal, 285 
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Seido, 227 

Seiyoken (restaurant), 187, 284 

Sekiguchi Ryükichi hijo Mi, 253 

Self-Help Society (Jijosha), 203, 204 

Shibusawa Eiichi jiz2sé—, 146 

Shimazu Hisamitsu BAI, xxxv, 
39, 142, 191, 211, 220, 238, 464, 
480; before the Throne, 217; envoy 
sent to, 454, 485; Kido’s refusal to 
see, 26; resignation over Korea 
policy, xxii 

Shimonoseki, Kido in, 116-22 

Shinagawa Yajiro MJA, xxxi, 
289, 290, 293, 323, 383, 395, 405, 
425; mother's illness, 111; reports 
from Yamaguchi, 283; returns to 
Japan, 268 

ship survey, 173 

Shishido Tamaki, xliii-xliv, 9 

shizoku: impoverishment of, 53, 55, 
269, 400-1, 406, 439, 479, 488; 
pensions, 43, 74; relationship to 
peasant risings, 404 

shizoku dissidence, xiii-xiv, 55, 56, 
87, 231, 257, 268, 288, 475; in 
Akizuki, 381; cause of, 18; in Hagi, 
71; in Kumamoto, 13 

shizoku rehabilitation, xxx, 64, 65, 
81, 82, 83, 88, 89, 99-101, 108, 124, 
154, 155, 178, 255, 259, 263, 273, 
303; in Aizu, 111; Kido’s role in, 
87; Lord Mori's contribution, 106, 
109, 113 

shizoku stipends, 9, 269, 270; Kido's 
views, 288; termination, 295, 297 

Shizoku cooperative company (Kyodo- 
gaisha), 83, 86, 87-89, 90, 113 303 

Shizuka Gozen, 305 

shógi, 44 

Shohin /| Xf, 34 

shrines: Kasuga shrine, 440; Upper 
and Lower Kamo shrines, 433 

Somei villa, 405 

Southwest War (Seinan Senso). See 
Satsuma Rebellion 

stipends, 230; termination, 229, 301, 
345; Kido's reservations, 346 

study abroad, 157; cost of, 136; 
termination of, xliii 

Sufu Masanosuke Ji 4c“), 56 

Sugawara Michizane "WB, 443, 
444 


Sugi Magoshichiro 6%, 10, 190, 
199, 241, 329 

Sujiyama Kotaro UHK, 22 

sumo, 159 


Taiwan Expedition, 1874, xiv-xvii, 
13, 23, 39, 107; controversy over, 
70; cost of, 100; Kido's refusal to 
approve, 15; opposition, 93 

Taiwan issue, 18, 75; reinforcements, 
83 

Takasaki Masakaze WIWE, 195 

Tamaki Bunnoshin ERZ JÉ, xxxi, 
290, 389; suicide of, 392 

Tanaka Fujimaro HPR, 226, 
235, 273, 285, 286, 423 

Tanómura Chikuden HBERMTI, 374 

taxes: reform, 179; Kido's ideas on, 
409 

tea ceremony, 221, 269, 272, 296, 
374; Sen no Rikyü's utensils, 29; 
teahouse built by Kido, 409; visit 
to Sen Sosa, 44 

theatre: minstrel performs The Tale of 
the Heike, 226; Nō play, 278-79 

Tietelmann, Clara, xliv, 348, 351-52, 
389, 406-7 

Toshdgu Shrine, 306-07 

Toba Sojo WAIE, 31 

Tokudaiji Sanenori AFE, 158, 
385, 427 

Tokugawa Iemitsu $X, 304 

Tokugawa Ieyasu WIRKE, 29 

Tokugawa Yoshinobu  @iJ||BEH, 35 

Torio Koyata Be), 130, 459, 
476, 480 

Tosa: politics, 446; situation in, 474 

Toyotomi Hideyoshi MRA, 40, 
306-7, 444, 447 

travel abroad: xlv, 134; planned, 310 

Tsukuda Motokiyo, 498 

typhoon, 67 


Ueno Park opening, 294 

Uji, dike at, 438 

Umeda Umpin fe fH yi, xlvii, 46 

United States: Centennial Exposition, 
262, 270, 403; Philadelphia Ex- 
position, 252 


Wada family, 65, 66; ofTerings, 62 
Wada Yoshisuke FII JJ fp, 42, 390 


Wade, Thomas Francis, 11 


Yamada Akiyoshi |LIEIBRSE, xxxvi, 7, 
367, 383, 452, 463, 465, 466, 483, 
495; on China war scare, 69 

Yamada Uemon HEFKPI, 411 

Yamagata Aritomo (LRG, 127, 
149, 153, 212, 232, 234, 237, 241, 
250, 253, 254, 262, 271, 271, 369, 
383, 387, 401, 456; son returns 
from Germany, 428 

Yamagata Kyosuke MIRJE. See 
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Yamagata Aritomo 
Yamaguchi Naoyoshi Wn f3, 158 
Yamaguchi prefecture: 231, 253, 
302, 383, Kido in, 34, 52-62, 85- 
90 
Yamanaka Shizu’itsu IPER%, 479 
Yamanouchi Yodo UAH, xli, xlvii; 
poem inspired by, 34 
Yamao Yozo UÆWZ, 250 
Yanagihara Sakimitsu WRNI, 464 
Yüryaku, Emperor, visit of Meiji 
Emperor to grave of, 444 


